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Welcome to the sixth edition of the California Student Aid Commission’s Better
FAFSA, Better CA Dream Act Application Bulletin with information, updates, and
resources for the upcoming 2024-25 financial aid cycle.

From our Executive Director, Marlene Garcia:

As we are all aware, both the FAFSA and California Dream Act Application (CADAA) have
opened, and many students and their contributors have successfully started the process
to qualify for financial aid. Although students with California Non-SSN Contributors have
continued to encounter issues with the FAFSA, we have been notified that the U.S.
Department of Education is aware of them and working towards solutions. We endeavor
to support all students through the challenges they face, and we affirm our belief that the
changes to Better FAFSA will ultimately improve and streamline the process. Encourage
students to persist and complete their 2024-25 applications and assure them that they
will succeed in their pursuit of higher education.

What's the Latest?

Federal Student Aid (FSA) announced on January 23, 2024, that they will update the
tables used to protect an amount of a family’'s income and assets used in the calculation
of the Student Aid Index (SAIl) by inflation-adjusted amounts. Ultimately, these
adjustments will benefit students with lower SAls which could lead to more financial aid
for many students. As a result of the table updates, FSA will further delay the release of
the Institutional Student Information Records (ISIR) to state agencies and colleges until
the first half of March. The delay of ISIRs will have an impact on the Cal Grant award
processing and overall financial aid award packaging from colleges and universities.

Action Item:



Check in with colleges and universities to determine if they have extended the student
intent to reqgister deadline.

(UC and CSU extend deadline to accept admission, citing FAFSA delays - Los Angeles Times (latimes.com)

In the Spotlight:
California Non-SSN Contributor

Federal Student Aid (FSA) has identified several issues preventing Non-SSN Contributors
from completing the 2024-25 application. In an effort to support families in California
impacted by this issue, the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) formed a taskforce
to determine the most common issues and create a best practices program guide for
both internal and external stakeholders. The guide will contain recommendations for
completing the FAFSA and includes frequently asked questions. Check the Better FAFSA,
BETTER CADAA web page next week to access the guide.

In addition, CSAC has created a new email list. The California Non-SSN Contributor
Follow Up email list will provide subscribers with up-to-date information regarding the
FAFSA process for parents and spouses without social security numbers. You can
subscribe to the email list using the link above or by scanning here:

Upcoming CSAC Virtual Training:

Cash for College Train the Trainer Webinars:
e March 8,2024 —Train the Trainer (Zoom)
e March 22,2024 —Train the Trainer (Zoom)
e April 26,2024 - Train the Trainer (Zoom)

Cash for College

CSAC is hosting several Cash for College webinars designed to answer common questions
about applying for financial aid. Financial aid experts are available live to answer
questions for students and families and we encourage you to promote these webinars.
You can also look for in person Cash for College events hosted by our community
partners. This information and additional resources can be found on the Cash for College
website.

Key Application Dates to Keep in Mind


https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-02-07/uc-csu-extend-college-commitment-date-citing-fafsa-turmoil?sfmc_id=65300e0ae1411001fe5459cd&utm_id=34273813&skey_id=a0581c38d35183a32199f4b3744c3d85d0f748d3c3130e8bbf68bec40e744d4c&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALERT-Email-List-UC%20and%20CSU%20extend%20May%201%20deadline%20to%20accept%20admission%20offers%20for%20fall%202024%2C%20citing%20FAFSA%20turmoil-20240207&utm_term=Alert%20-%20News%20Alerts
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-02-07/uc-csu-extend-college-commitment-date-citing-fafsa-turmoil?sfmc_id=65300e0ae1411001fe5459cd&utm_id=34273813&skey_id=a0581c38d35183a32199f4b3744c3d85d0f748d3c3130e8bbf68bec40e744d4c&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALERT-Email-List-UC%20and%20CSU%20extend%20May%201%20deadline%20to%20accept%20admission%20offers%20for%20fall%202024%2C%20citing%20FAFSA%20turmoil-20240207&utm_term=Alert%20-%20News%20Alerts
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-02-07/uc-csu-extend-college-commitment-date-citing-fafsa-turmoil?sfmc_id=65300e0ae1411001fe5459cd&utm_id=34273813&skey_id=a0581c38d35183a32199f4b3744c3d85d0f748d3c3130e8bbf68bec40e744d4c&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALERT-Email-List-UC%20and%20CSU%20extend%20May%201%20deadline%20to%20accept%20admission%20offers%20for%20fall%202024%2C%20citing%20FAFSA%20turmoil-20240207&utm_term=Alert%20-%20News%20Alerts
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post-non-searchable/california-non-ssn-contributor-follow
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post-non-searchable/california-non-ssn-contributor-follow
https://csac-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aJnMXYbvR7WPxyz6GydaAw
https://csac-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aJnMXYbvR7WPxyz6GydaAw
https://csac-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aJnMXYbvR7WPxyz6GydaAw
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/cash-college-workshop-registration
https://cash4college.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/cash-college

The Cal Grant and Middle Class Scholarship deadline has been extended to April 2, 2024,
due to the delayed application opening for the 2024-25 Academic Year. Keep in mind
mMany campuses use the March 2 priority deadline to award state institutional aid.

Remember, you can find this information and other resources on our Better FAFSA,
Better CADAA webpage.

Follow us on social media!
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csac.ca.gov%2Fbetter-fafsa-better-cadaa&data=05%7C02%7CSarabeth.brooks%40csac.ca.gov%7Caacc5d2bdc4c43aeac7b08dbfcffff2b%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638381949052661047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PY5KKeFM900W5k0GvyZCg3K67iKq5U4tCSDJ0rwxeqg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csac.ca.gov%2Fbetter-fafsa-better-cadaa&data=05%7C02%7CSarabeth.brooks%40csac.ca.gov%7Caacc5d2bdc4c43aeac7b08dbfcffff2b%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638381949052661047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PY5KKeFM900W5k0GvyZCg3K67iKq5U4tCSDJ0rwxeqg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcastudentaid%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794346992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jUbSO3jzLL24eQh1eEVatHM0wlCrJ7unkce7Ty0By%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fcastudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794346992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4pBeR1yrvW04lZOCtEpXCD6g0oqkdiswvSvmRZ%2BcBo0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tiktok.com%2F%40castudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794346992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2eizBKtcxX0CRNYHXkVUwPX3u9cbWiytNjyLqWJUsls%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F59959380%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794503198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=foHXkIO4kjuYmPZyad7bqcZzZbS47Sk5JcX9aQT3Ck8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fcastudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794503198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r5aH8KvIuSW0kaHnsTq8jygg4rLMFZ2ra79tM6nnsiY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fcastudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794503198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wHrXjsQRteBFktUaxzFymODZgyHTFH4Trdhow4PIxpI%3D&reserved=0

