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CSAC Updates & New Programs

• Cal Grant Reform

• The Better FAFSA and CADAA Enhancements

• Chafee EFT Implementation

• WebGrants Grant Application MG-21 screen

• IPA 2023-27

• Middle Class Scholarship 2.0

New Programs that will be discussed in CSAC Program Overview

• Golden State Teacher Grant Program

• Golden State Education and Training Grant Program

• Learning-Aligned Employment Program



2022-23 Competitive Cal Grant Awards

• As of May 8, 2023, all 13,000 2022-23 
Competitive Cal Grant awards have been paid

• Earliest in the academic year that CSAC has 
reached 100%

• Institutions must refrain from posting payments 
to new 2022-23 competitive awardees unless 
a prior payment transaction already exists for 
the student in the current year.

For more information, please see GSA 2023-21

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2023-21.pdf


Cal Grant
Reform



Proposed Cal Grant Program Changes

• Would make an additional 150,000 students eligible for aid starting in 2024-25. This would 
include about 109,000 community college students who would become newly eligible for 
awards to cover nontuition expenses like food and housing

• A GPA requirement would no longer be required for community college students

• Cal Grant would consist of just two awards: One for community college students and one 
for four-year students

• 2022-23 budget would include $500,000 for CSAC to begin implementing the Cal Grant 
changes

NOTE: Changes will only happen if there is enough revenue in 2024-25 to support the 
changes

For more information, please see GSA 2022-46

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2022-46.pdf?1657812374


Cal Grant Reform – Fewer Programs

Current Cal Grant (8) New Cal Grant (2)

• High School Entitlement CG A
• High School Entitlement CG B

• CC Entitlement CG A 
• CC Entitlement CG B

• Transfer Entitlement CG A
• Transfer Entitlement CG B

• Competitive CG A 
• Competitive CG  B

• Cal Grant 2 for Community Colleges

• Cal Grant 4 for four-year colleges and 
universities



Cal Grant Reform – Priority deadlines

Current Cal Grant New Cal Grant 

• March 2nd Priority deadline
o HS Entitlement
o Transfer Entitlement
o Competitive

• September 2nd Priority deadline
o CC Entitlement

• March 2nd Priority deadline
o Cal Grant 4

• September 2nd Priority deadline
o Cal Grant 2



Cal Grant Reform – Removing Barriers

Current Cal Grant New Cal Grant 

1. Different GPA requirements

2. Time out of high school

3. Transfer Restrictions

4. Award Portability

5. CC Reserve

6. Competitive Awards

Grade Point Average

• Cal Grant 2 – None

• Cal Grant 4 – 2.00



Cal Grant Reform – Financial Eligibility 

Current Cal Grant New Cal Grant 

• Income ceilings for A & B
o Dependent & Independent

• Asset ceilings for A & B
o Dependent & Independent

• Minimum financial need

Alignment to the new federal aid methodology by:

• Proportion of Federal Poverty Line by household 
type

• Align to the new minimum Pell eligibility cut-
offs

• Minimum financial need using the Student Aid 
Index



The Better FAFSA and CADAA Enhancements for 2024-25 
Applications

What to expect for the 2024-
25 FAFSA:
• Is expected to be released December 

2023
• 108 questions reduced to 36 questions
• Will be available in the 11 most 

common languages spoken in the U.S.
• Will allow up to 20 colleges to be listed 

on the form, up from 10
• Gender and Race questions have been 

removed
• The FSA ID will be required, with a 

mechanism for parents who do not 
have a Social Security Number

What to expect for the 2024-
25 CADAA:
• Is expected to be released December 

2023, if not earlier
• Will not be reduced to 36 questions 

because application does not have 
access to automatically transfer data 
from the IRS

• Enhancements based on the 
recommendations from CADAA 
Workgroup



  

• Chafee EFT went live on May 2, 2023

• Institutions are reminded to update their 
payment policy to include how Chafee 
EFT funds will be handled internally

For more information, please see GSA 2023-20

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2023-20.pdf


New Chafee EFT 
Webpage

https://www.csac.ca.gov/collegeseft

• Identifying Students’ Payments 
using the Institution 
Reconciliation screen in 
WebGrants

• How to Return Funds via EFT 

• Enroll in EFT

https://www.csac.ca.gov/collegeseft


Corrections to Award or Withdraw Students

Submit Grant Application MG21 in WebGrants:
• Domestic Partnership Status
• Parent and Student State of Residence
• Family Size
• Number in College
• Total Income
• Net Worth
• Total Family Contribution (EFC)
• High School Graduation Date
• NEW: Students with Dependents Eligibility

For more information, please see GSA 2023-09

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2023-09.pdf?1676588064


Cal Grant Institutional Participation Agreement

•The IPA is a binding contract between the 
college and the Commission.​

•The new 4-year Cal Grant IPA: 2023-27. All 
documents must be submitted by May 31, 2023.

•The IPA is used for initial participation, renewal 
or updates.​

•Eligible institutions with a valid Cal Grant IPA 
are placed on the CSAC Eligible Schools List.

Please direct general questions about​
required documents to csacipa@csac.ca.gov

For more information, please see GSA 2022-78

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2022-78.pdf?1671127512


MCS 2.0

2022-23

• Awards are determined based on COA and the 
sum of other aid, $7,898, and 33% of parents’ 
contribution from adjusted available income 
only for dependent students with household 
income > $100,000 

• More students are eligible for this award

• More details will be covered during Session C

• MCS Handbook is now available!

For more information, please see GSA 2023-05

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2023-05.pdf?1674854714
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