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Assembly Bill (AB) 540
• Allows qualifying students to pay in-state 

tuition at California public colleges

• AB 540 verification is required prior to 
disbursement of Cal Grant funds

• Determination for AB 540 eligibility is a 
campus responsibility
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AB 540 Requirements

Option B (SB 68):

 3 years attendance (or 
equivalent) at any of 
these schools in CA

 Elementary School
 Middle School
 High School

 High School
 Adult School
 Community College

 Max. 2 years may be 
applied towards 3-year 
requirement

1.Time and Coursework

Option A:
 3 years HS credits and

3 years total attendance 
at any of these schools 
in CA
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AB 540 Requirements

 Graduation from a California High School (or the 
equivalent, GED, HiSET, TASC, CHSPE) or

 Earned an associate’s degree from a California 
Community College or

 Met the minimum requirements to transfer to a 
CSU or UC

2. Degree or Transfer Eligibility

 Student files waiver (affidavit) with the college or 
university

3. Non-resident Tuition Exemption
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Non-Immigrant Visas and TPS

 TPS or U Visa holders  
file CADAA

 T Visa holders file 
FAFSA

 Countries with TPS 
status can change

 New penalties for 
overstaying visa

Only Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
holders or U Visa holders are eligible for AB 540:
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 DACA is a federal program
 Valid for 2 years, subject to renewal
 Protects individuals who came to the 

U.S as children from deportation
 DACA issues SSN cards “valid for 

work only”

 Submit GPAs using Non-SSN 
method vs. DACA SSN

 DACA students file CADAA vs. 
FAFSA
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California Non-Resident Tuition 
Exemption 

Exemption request serves two purposes:
 Exempts qualifying students from paying 

nonresident tuition
 Certifies that students are eligible to apply for 

Cal Grant under the CADAA



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Best Practice

• Ensure collection and distribution of exemption request 
between Financial Aid Office and Admissions & Records

• Train all staff on AB 540 eligibility, including proper 
state residency determination 

• Confirm Financial Aid Management System (FAMS) 
code AB 540 students appropriately

• Update AB 540 verification policies &            
procedures as needed when state and                                  
federal regulations change
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 Males between ages 18-25 are required to register for Selective 
Service

 Mail paper registration form

o Registration card arrives by mail in 2-3 months

 Reminder emails sent: Nov 2018, Dec 2018, April 2019 to 
male CADAA applicants 17-25 yrs.

 SSN is not required to register. SSN field can be left blank

Selective Service

Leave 
Blank
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CADAA Verification

• 20% of CADAA applicants are 
randomly chosen for verification:
o Federal V1- Standard Verification Group
o AB 540 eligibility

• Complete verification prior to 
disbursing funds
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Application Corrections

• Complete the FAFSA instead of the CADAA
• Complete the CADAA instead of the FAFSA
• Submit duplicate applications
• Gain permanent residency

G-55
Application 
Conversion 

Form

1. Student completes 
correct application

CSAC will process the conversion and notify the school

2. School submits G-55

Application corrections are necessary when students…
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2019-20 Application Changes
Clarifying language for users on the log-in page to help 
prevent duplicate applications

Pop-up message on the demographic page to confirm 
name/DOB info

Help and Hints Text Boxes provide clarifying language on 
education level, household size, number in college, etc.

SB 68 language added to the pre-determination questions

Parent signature requirement more prominent
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Dream Act Search Results

 Applications are not searchable unless your institution is 
added to the CADAA Completed application indicators:

• EFC generated
• Submit Flag: Y
• Links visible:

• Correct
• Confirmation View
• Cal SAR Report

Incomplete application:
• No EFC
• Submit Flag: blank
• Links not visible
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Cal ISIR Correction Screen
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Confirmation View Screen
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Cal SAR Screen
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Cal SAR
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Professional Judgement & 
Dependency Override

Dependency override: 
● Functionality available to System Administrators at each campus
Professional Judgement:
● Must submit Grant Record Change (G-21) 
● Function available to all users with access to the CA Dream Act Application menu
Verification Required:
● Check box after verifying application information 





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Empowering undocumented 
young people to achieve 
educational and career goals 
through personal, institutional 
and policy transformation

Visit ImmigrantsRising.org

Immigrants Rising

 Financial aid sources
 Undergraduate & 

graduate Scholarships
 Fellowships
 Entrepreneurial grants
 Immigration Law
 Leadership & advocacy
 Training presentations
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