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Creating and Using the FSA ID 

What’s an FSA ID? 

The FSA ID is a username and password you use to log in to certain U.S. Department of Education websites, 

including fafsa.gov, StudentAid.gov, and StudentLoans.gov. The FSA ID is your legal signature and 

shouldn’t be created or used by anyone other than you—not even your parent, your child, a school official, or 

a loan company representative. You’ll use your FSA ID every year you fill out a Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA
®
) form and for the lifetime of your federal student loans. 

How do I get an FSA ID? 

Visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid to create an FSA ID. You’ll need your Social Security number, full name, and date 

of birth. You’ll also need to create a memorable username and password, and provide answers to some 

challenge questions so you can retrieve your account information if you forget it. 

We strongly recommend that you provide a mobile phone number and email address when you make your 

FSA ID. Providing a mobile phone number and/or email address that you have access to will make it easier to 

unlock your account, retrieve your forgotten username, or reset your forgotten password. 

Important: An email address and mobile phone number cannot be used with more than one FSA ID. If you 

share an email address with someone else, then only one of you will be able to use that email address to 

create an FSA ID. This applies to your mobile phone number too. 

FSA ID Tips 

 One of your parents might need an FSA ID as well. If you need to provide information about your parents 

on the FAFSA
®
 form, one of your parents will have to sign the form. Your parent can create an FSA ID and 

then sign the FAFSA form electronically using that FSA ID. Not sure whether you’ll need to put your 

parents’ information on the FAFSA form? Check out StudentAid.gov/dependency. Remember: You 

should create your own FSA ID and your parent should create his or her own FSA ID. Also, make sure to 

use the correct FSA ID when signing the FAFSA form electronically. 

 When you first create your FSA ID, all you’ll be able to use your FSA ID for is to complete, sign, and submit 

an original (first-time) FAFSA form. You’ll have to wait one to three days for your information to be 

confirmed by the Social Security Administration (SSA) before you can use your FSA ID for other actions, 

such as submitting a Renewal FAFSA form or signing a Master Promissory Note. If you provided an email 

address, then you’ll receive an email letting you know that your information was successfully matched with 

the SSA and you can use your FSA ID for all of its purposes. 

 If you forget your FSA ID username and password, look for links, such as “Forgot My Username” and 

“Forgot My Password,” at the log-in pages of our websites. These links will direct you to web pages where 

you can request a secure code to be texted to your verified mobile phone number or emailed to your 

verified email address. The secure code will allow you to retrieve your username or reset your password. 

You can also retrieve your username or reset your password by successfully answering your challenge 

questions.  

Learn more about the FSA ID at StudentAid.gov/fsaid. Find this fact sheet at StudentAid.gov/resources. 

May 2017

 

https://fafsa.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
https://studentloans.gov/myDirectLoan/index.action
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid?utm_source=factsheet&utm_medium=document&utm_content=fsaid&utm_campaign=2015fsaid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources
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Who Is My “Parent” When I Fill Out the FAFSA
SM

? 
Which parent’s information should I report on 
the FAFSASM? 

Maybe you know you’re considered a dependent 
student* by the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA

SM
), and you’re supposed to put 

information about your parents on the application. 
But what if your parents are divorced? Remarried? 
What if you live with your sister? Whose information 
should you report?  

Below are some guidelines that might help. Unless 
otherwise noted, “parent” means your legal 
(biological and/or adoptive) parent or your 
stepparent. In addition, the rules below apply to 
your legal parents regardless of their gender. 

 If your parents are living and legally married to each 
other, answer the questions about both of them. 

 If your parents are living together and are not married, 
answer the questions about both of them. 

 If your parent is widowed or was never married, 
answer the questions about that parent. 

 If your parents are divorced or separated and don’t 
live together, answer the questions about the parent 
with whom you lived more during the past 12 months. 
If you lived the same amount of time with each parent, 
give answers about the parent who provided more fi-
nancial support during the past 12 months or during 
the most recent year that you actually received 
support from a parent. 

 If your parents are divorced but live together, you’ll 
indicate their marital status as “Unmarried and both 
parents living together,” and you’ll answer the 
questions about both of them. 

 If your parents are separated but live together, you’ll 
indicate their marital status as “Married or remarried,” 
and you’ll answer the questions about both of them.  

 If you have a stepparent who is married to the legal 
parent whose information you’re reporting, you must 
provide information about that stepparent as well. 

 The following people are not your parents unless they 
have adopted you: grandparents, foster parents, legal 
guardians, older brothers or sisters, and uncles or 
aunts. 

EXCEPTION: The FAFSA asks about your parents’ 
education level. For these two questions, your 
parents are considered to be your birth parents or 
adoptive parents—your stepparent is not your 
parent in those questions. 

What if my parents are worried about providing 
their private information on the FAFSA? 

Their information is safe with us. We recommend 
you fill out your FAFSA online, where your 
information is put into special code before it’s sent 
over the Internet to our processor. Also, we won’t 
share your FAFSA information with anyone except 
the schools you tell us you want to attend (so they 
can use the information to award financial aid to 
you) and a few federal and state government 
agencies (so they can check to be sure you’ve 
reported your information accurately or can assess 
your information to see what financial aid they could 
offer you). 

What if I don’t live with my parents? 

You still must answer the questions about them if 
you’re considered a dependent student. 

What if my parents aren’t going to help me pay 
for college and refuse to provide information for 
my FAFSA? 

You can’t be considered independent of your 
parents just because they refuse to help you with 
this process. If you do not provide their information 
on the FAFSA, the application will be considered 
“rejected,” and you might not be able to receive any 
federal student aid. The most you would be able to 
get (depending on what the financial aid 
administrator at your college decides) would be a 
loan called an unsubsidized loan.  

The FAFSA will tell you what to do if you are in this 
situation. You also will need to speak to the fi-
nancial aid administrator at the college or career 
school you plan to attend. 

What if I have no contact with my parents? 

If you don’t know where your parents live, or you’ve 
left home due to an abusive situation, fill out the 
FAFSA and then immediately get in touch with the 
financial aid office at the college or career school 
you plan to attend. The financial aid administrator 
will tell you what to do next. Don’t put this off or you 
might miss financial aid deadlines! 

*Find out whether you’re a dependent student: see 
“Am I Dependent or Independent?” at 
StudentAid.gov/resources. 

For more information on federal student aid, visit StudentAid.gov or call 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243). 

  January 2014 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/resources
http://studentaid.ed.gov/
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Credit: NASFAA. https://www.nasfaa.org/fafsa_tips  

 

FAFSA: Common Errors to Avoid 

1. Leaving blank fields: Too many blanks may cause miscalculations and an application rejection. 
Enter a '0' or 'not applicable' instead of leaving a blank. 

2. Using commas or decimal points in numeric fields: Always round to the nearest dollar. 

3. Listing an incorrect Social Security Number or driver’s license number: Double-‐check and triple-‐
check these entries to ensure accuracy. If your parents do not have Social Security Numbers, list 
000‐00-0000. Do not make up a number or include a Taxpayer Identification Number. 

4. Failing to use your legal name: Your name must be listed on your FAFSA as it appears on your 
Social Security card. Don’t enter nicknames or other variations on your name. 

5. Entering the wrong address: Don’t enter a temporary campus or summer address as your 
permanent address. 

6. Entering the wrong federal income tax paid amount: This amount is on your income tax return 
forms from two years prior, not your W‐2 form(s). To learn more about using prior-prior year tax 
data on the FAFSA, watch this short video produced by NASFAA: 
http://www.nasfaa.org/ppystudents  

7. Listing Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) as equal to total income from working: AGI and total income 
from working are not necessarily the same. In most cases, the AGI is larger than the total income 
from working. 

8. Incorrectly filing income taxes as head of household: If there is an error in the head of household 
filing status, the school will need an amended tax return to be filed with the IRS before paying out 
aid awards. 

9. Listing marital status incorrectly: The Department of Education wants to know your marital status 
on the day you sign the FAFSA. If you are in a legally recognized same-sex marriage, you will need 
to provide your spouse’s information as well. 

10. Listing parent marital status incorrectly: If your custodial parent has remarried, you'll need to 
include the stepparent's information on the FAFSA. If you have two parents in a legally‐recognized 
same-‐sex marriage, you’ll need to list both parents (one as Parent 1, and one as Parent 2) 

11. Failure to list both parents if they live together: If both your legal parents (defined as biological or 
adoptive parents) live in the same household, you are required to list both parents on the FAFSA 
even if they are not married. 

12. Failure to report unborn children: If you have a child that will be born before or during the award 
year and you will provide the child with more than half of his or her support, count that child as a 
member of the household. 

13. Failing to count yourself as a student: The student completing the FAFSA must count himself or 
herself as a member of the household attending college during the award year. 

https://www.nasfaa.org/fafsa_tips
http://www.nasfaa.org/ppystudents


Credit: NASFAA. https://www.nasfaa.org/fafsa_tips  

 

14. Failing to register with Selective Service: If you are a male, aged 18 to 26, you must register with 
Selective Service. Failure to register will make you ineligible for federal student aid. 

15. Forgetting to list the college: Obtain the Federal School Code for the college you plan on attending 
and list it along with any other schools you’ve applied to attend. 

16. Forgetting to sign and date: If you're filling out the paper FAFSA, be sure to sign it. 

17. Sending in a copy of your income tax returns: You do not need to include a copy of your tax 
returns with your FAFSA. Any information sent with your FAFSA will be destroyed. In addition, do 
not write any notes in the margins of your FAFSA. 

 

For additional Help 

Check the Help section of the FAFSA website (https://fafsa.ed.gov/help.htm) or call the Federal Student 
Aid Information Center at 1-800-4‐FED AID (1-800-433-3243). The Department of Education also 
provides answers to frequently asked questions about the FAFSA, and FAFSA on the Web Live Help, a 
secure online chat session that allows you to ask questions of customer service representatives. 

 

 

https://www.nasfaa.org/fafsa_tips
https://fafsa.ed.gov/help.htm
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Pay attention to any symbols listed after your state deadline.
States and territories not included in main listing below: 
AL, AS*, AZ, CO, FM*, GA, GU*, HI*, IL^$, KY^$, MH*, MT*, 
NC^$, ND^$, NE, NH*, NM, OK^$, PR, PW*, RI*, SD*, UT$*, VA*, 
VI*, VT^$*, WA^$, WI and WY*.

The Federal Student Aid logo and FAFSA are registered trademarks of Federal Student Aid, U.S. Department of Education.

For federal aid, submit your application as early as possible, but no earlier than  
October 1, 2018. We must receive your application no later than June 30, 2020. Your 
college must have your correct, complete information by your last day of enrollment 
in the 2019-2020 school year. 
For state or college aid, the deadline may be as early as October 2018. See the table to 
the right for state deadlines. You may also need to complete additional forms. 
Check with your high school guidance counselor or a financial aid administrator at 
your college about state and college sources of student aid and deadlines. 
If you are filing close to one of these deadlines, we recommend you file online at  
fafsa.gov. This is the fastest and easiest way to apply for aid.

Applying by the Deadlines

We recommend that you complete and submit your FAFSA as soon as possible on or 
after October 1, 2018. The easiest way to complete or correct your FAFSA with accurate 
tax information is by using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool through fafsa.gov.  In a few 
simple steps, most students and parents who filed a 2017 tax return can transfer their 
tax return information directly into their FAFSA.
If you (or your parents) have missed the 2017 tax filing deadline of April 2018, and 
still need to file a 2017 income tax return with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), you 
should submit your FAFSA now using estimated tax information, and then you must 
correct that information after you file your return.
Note: Both parents or both the student and spouse may need to report income 
information on the FAFSA if they did not file a joint tax return for 2017. For assistance 
with answering the income information questions in this situation, call 1-800-4-FED-AID 
(1-800-433-3243).

Using Your Tax Return 

Now go to page 3 of the application form and begin filling it out. Refer to 
the notes on pages 9 and 10 as instructed.

Let’s Get Started!

Use this form to apply free for federal and state student 
grants, work-study, and loans. 
Or apply free online at fafsa.gov.

FAFSA

F R E E  APPLIC ATION f o r  FEDER AL STUDENT AID

July  1,  2019 –  June 30,  2020

State Deadline

AK Alaska Performance Scholarship – June 30, 2019 # $
Alaska Education Grant ^ $

AR
Academic Challenge – June 1, 2019 (date received)
Workforce Grant  
Higher Education Opportunity Grant – June 1, 2019 (date received)

CA

For many state financial aid programs – March 2, 2019 (date postmarked) + *
For additional community college Cal Grants – September 2, 2019 (date 
postmarked) + *
Contact the California Student Aid Commission or your financial aid 
administrator for more information.

CT February 15, 2019 (date received) # *

DC
FAFSA completed by May 1, 2019 #
For DCTAG, complete the DC OneApp and submit supporting documents 
by May 31, 2019. #

DE April 15, 2019 (date received)

FL May 15, 2019 (date processed)

IA July 1, 2019 (date received) – Earlier priority deadlines may exist for 
certain programs. *

ID Opportunity Grant – March 1, 2019 (date received) # *

IN

Frank O’Bannon Grant – April 15, 2019 (date received)
21st Century Scholarship – April 15, 2019 (date received)
Adult Student Grant ^ $ – New applicants must submit additional form.
Workforce Ready Grant ^ 

KS April 1, 2019 (date received) # *

LA July 1, 2020 (July 1, 2019 recommended) 

MA May 1, 2019 (date received) #

MD March 1, 2019 (date received) 

ME May 1, 2019 (date received)

MI March 1, 2019 (date received) 

MN 30 days after term starts (date received) 

MO February 1, 2019 # Applications accepted through April 1, 2019 (date 
received).

MP April 30, 2019 (date received) # *

MS MTAG and MESG Grants – October 15, 2019 (date received)
HELP Scholarship – April 30, 2019 (date received)

NJ

2018-2019 Tuition Aid Grant recipients – April 15, 2019 (date received) 
All other applicants:
- Fall and spring terms – September 15, 2019 (date received) 
- Spring term only – February 15, 2020 (date received)

NV
Nevada Promise Scholarship – April 1, 2019 * $
Silver State Opportunity Grant ^ $ 
All other aid  *

NY June 30, 2020 (date received) *

OH October 1, 2019 (date received)

OR
OSAC Private Scholarships – March 1, 2019 *
Oregon Promise Grant – Contact state agency. *
Oregon Opportunity Grant ^ $

PA

All first-time applicants enrolled in a: community college; business/trade/
technical school; hospital school of nursing; designated Pennsylvania 
Open-Admission institution; or non-transferable two-year program – 
August 1, 2019 (date received)
All other applicants – May 1, 2019 (date received) *

SC Tuition Grants – June 30, 2019 (date received)
SC Commission on Higher Education Need-based Grants ^ $

TN

State Grant – Prior-year recipients receive award if eligible and apply by 
February 1, 2019. All other awards made to neediest applicants. $
Tennessee Promise – February 1, 2019 (date received)
State Lottery  – Fall term, September 1, 2019 (date received); spring and 
summer terms, February 1, 2020 (date received)

TX Texas public colleges – January 15, 2019 # * ^
Texas private colleges  * ^

WV
PROMISE Scholarship – March 1, 2019. New applicants must submit 
additional form. Contact your financial aid administrator or state agency.
WV Higher Education Grant Program – April 15, 2019 

* Additional forms may be required.

 Check with your financial aid administrator.

$ Awards made until funds are depleted.

^ As soon as possible after October 1, 2018.

# For priority consideration, submit by date specified. 

+ Applicants encouraged to obtain proof of mailing.

STATE A
ID

 D
EA

D
LIN

ES 

After you complete this application, make a copy of pages 3 through 8 for your 
records. Then mail the original of pages 3 through 8 to:

Federal Student Aid Programs, P.O. Box 7654, London, KY 40742-7654.
After your application is processed, you will receive a summary of your information in 
your Student Aid Report (SAR). If you provide an e-mail address, your SAR will be sent 
by e-mail within three to five days. If you do not provide an e-mail address, your SAR 
will be mailed to you within three weeks. If you would like to check the status of your 
FAFSA, go to fafsa.gov or call 1-800-433-3243.

Mailing Your FAFSA®

If you or your family experienced significant changes to your financial situation (such 
as loss of employment), or other unusual circumstances (such as tuition expenses at 
an elementary or secondary school or high unreimbursed medical or dental expenses), 
complete this form to the extent you can and submit it as instructed. Consult with the 
financial aid office at the college(s) you applied to or plan to attend. 
For help in filling out the FAFSA, go to StudentAid.gov/completefafsa or call 
1-800-433-3243. TTY users (for the hearing impaired) may call 1-800-730-8913. 
Fill the answer fields directly on your screen or print the form and complete it by hand.
Your answers will be read electronically; therefore, if you complete the form by hand:

•

 

Filling Out the FAFSA®

,
 $      1  2  3  5  6   no cents 

  Incorrect   x    √Correct       

 1  5       E   L  M      S   T

• use black ink and fill in circles completely:

• print clearly in CAPITAL letters and skip a 
box between words: 

• report dollar amounts (such as $12,356.41) 
like this:

Yellow is for student information and purple is for parent information.

https://fafsa.ed.gov
https://fafsa.ed.gov
https://fafsa.ed.gov
https://fafsa.ed.gov
https://StudentAid.ed.gov/completefafsa


Page 2

What is the FAFSA®
 ? 

Why fill out a FAFSA? 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the first step in the 
financial aid process. You use the FAFSA to apply for federal student aid, such 
as grants, work-study, and loans. In addition, most states and colleges use 
information from the FAFSA to award nonfederal aid. 

Why all the questions? 
Most of the questions on the FAFSA are required to calculate your Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC). The EFC measures your family’s financial strength 
and is used to determine your eligibility for federal student aid. Your state and 
the colleges you list may also use some of your responses. They will determine if 
you may be eligible for school or state aid, in addition to federal aid. 

How do I find out what my Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is?
Your EFC will be listed on your Student Aid Report (SAR). Your SAR summarizes 
the information you submitted on your FAFSA. It is important to review your SAR 
to make sure all of your information is correct and complete. Make corrections 
or provide additional information, as necessary. 

How much student financial aid will I receive? 
Using the information on your FAFSA and your EFC, the financial aid office at 
your college will determine the amount of aid you will receive. The college will 
use your EFC to prepare a financial aid package to help you meet your financial 
need. Financial need is the difference between the cost of attendance (which 
can include living expenses), as determined by your college, and your EFC. If you 
are eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, you may receive it from only one college for 
the same period of enrollment. If you or your family has unusual circumstances 
that should be taken into account, contact your college’s financial aid office. 
Some examples of unusual circumstances are: unusual medical or dental 
expenses or a large change in income from 2017 to this year. 

When will I receive the student financial aid? 
Any financial aid you are eligible to receive will be paid to you through your 
college. Typically, your college will first use the aid to pay tuition, fees and room 
and board (if provided by the college). Any remaining aid is paid to you for your 
other educational expenses. 

How can I have more colleges receive my FAFSA information?
If you are completing a paper FAFSA, you can only list four colleges in the 
school code step. You may add more colleges by doing one of the following:

• After your FAFSA has been processed, go to FAFSA on the Web at fafsa.gov, 
log in to the site, and follow the instructions for correcting your FAFSA.

• Use the Student Aid Report (SAR), which you will receive after your FAFSA is
processed. Your Data Release Number (DRN) verifies your identity and will be 
listed on the first page of your SAR. You can call 1-800-433-3243 and provide 
your DRN to a customer service representative, who will add more school
codes for you. 

• Provide your DRN to the financial aid administrator at the college you want
added, and he or she can add their school code to your FAFSA. 

Note: Your FAFSA record can only list up to ten school codes. If there are ten 
school codes on your record, each new code will need to replace one of the 
school codes listed. 

Where can I receive more information on student financial aid?
The best place for information about student financial aid is the financial aid 
office at the college you plan to attend. The financial aid administrator can tell 
you about student aid available from your state, the college itself and other 
sources. 

• You can also visit our web site StudentAid.gov. 
• For information by phone you can call our Federal Student Aid Information 

Center at 1-800-433-3243. TTY users (for the hearing impaired) may call
1-800-730-8913.

• You can also check with your high school counselor, your state aid agency 
or your local library’s reference section. 

Information about other nonfederal assistance may be available from foundations, 
faith-based organizations, community organizations and civic groups, as well 
as organizations related to your field of interest, such as the American Medical 
Association or American Bar Association. Check with your parents’ employers or 
unions to see if they award scholarships or have tuition assistance plans.

Information on the Privacy Act and use of your 
Social Security Number 
We use the information that you provide on this form to determine if you are 
eligible to receive federal student financial aid and the amount that you are 
eligible to receive. Sections 483 and 484 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, 
as amended, give us the authority to ask you and your parents these questions, 
and to collect the Social Security Numbers of you and your parents. We use your 
Social Security Number to verify your identity and retrieve your records, and we 
may request your Social Security Number again for those purposes. 

State and institutional student financial aid programs may also use the 
information that you provide on this form to determine if you are eligible to 
receive state and institutional aid and the need that you have for such aid. 
Therefore, we will disclose the information that you provide on this form to 
each institution you list in questions 103a - 103h, state agencies in your state of 
legal residence and the state agencies of the states in which the colleges that 
you list in questions 103a - 103h are located. 

If you are applying solely for federal aid, you must answer all of the following 
questions that apply to you: 1-9, 14-16, 18, 21-23, 26, 28-29, 32-37, 39-59, 61-68, 
70, 73-86, 88-102, 104-105. If you do not answer these questions, you will not 
receive federal aid. 

Without your consent, we may disclose information that you provide to entities 
under a published “routine use.” Under such a routine use, we may disclose 
information to third parties that we have authorized to assist us in administering 
the above programs; to other federal agencies under computer matching 
programs, such as those with the Internal Revenue Service, Social Security 
Administration, Selective Service System, Department of Homeland Security, 
Department of Justice and Veterans Affairs; to your parents or spouse; and to 
members of Congress if you ask them to help you with student aid questions. 

If the federal government, the U.S. Department of Education, or an employee 
of the U.S. Department of Education is involved in litigation, we may send 
information to the Department of Justice, or a court or adjudicative body, if the 
disclosure is related to financial aid and certain conditions are met. In addition, 
we may send your information to a foreign, federal, state, or local enforcement 
agency if the information that you submitted indicates a violation or potential 
violation of law, for which that agency has jurisdiction for investigation 
or prosecution. Finally, we may send information regarding a claim that is 
determined to be valid and overdue to a consumer reporting agency. This 
information includes identifiers from the record; the amount, status and history 
of the claim; and the program under which the claim arose. 

State Certification 
By submitting this application, you are giving your state financial aid agency 
permission to verify any statement on this form and to obtain income tax 
information for all persons required to report income on this form. 

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required 
to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a 
valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information 
collection is 1845-0001. Public reporting burden for this collection of 
information is estimated to average one and a half hours per response, including 
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. The obligation to respond to this collection is voluntary.  If you 
have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual submission 
of this form, please contact the Federal Student Aid Information Center, P.O. Box 
84, Washington, D.C. 20044 directly. [Note: Please do not return the completed 
form to this address.]

We may request additional information from you to process your application 
more efficiently. We will collect this additional information only as needed and 
on a voluntary basis.

https://StudentAid.ed.gov
https://fafsa.gov
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For Help — StudentAid.gov/completefafsa Page 3

OMB # 1845-0001Step One (Student):  For questions 1-31, leave any questions that do not apply to you (the student) blank. 

Male
Register me

Female

1

2

1

Yes 

No 1

3

Middle school/Jr. high Other/unknown High school College or beyond 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

STATE

No

Yes 1

2

MONTH YEAR

3

4

1

2

High school diploma. Answer question 27.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

None of the above. Skip to question 28.  . . . . . . .General Educational Development (GED) certificate or state certificate. Skip to question 28.

Homeschooled. Skip to question 28.  . . . . . . . . . .

No, but I am an eligible noncitizen. Fill in question 15.  . . . . . . . . . . 2

No, I am not a citizen or eligible noncitizen. Skip to question 16. 3

Yes, I am a U.S. citizen (U.S. national). Skip to question 16.  . . . . . .  1

MONTH YEAR
I am separated . . . . . . . . . . . 

I am married/remarried

I am single . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I am divorced or widowed

3

4

1

2

Step One CONTINUES on Page 4

16. What is your 
marital status as 
of today?
See Notes page 9.

3. Middle 
initial

6. State 7. ZIP code

8. Your Social Security Number   See Notes page 9. 10. Your telephone number

4. Number and street 
(include apt. number)

5. City (and country if
not U.S.)

Your driver’s license number and driver’s license state (if you have one)
12. Driver’s license 

state
11. Driver’s license 

number

13. Your e-mail address. If you provide your e-mail address, we will communicate with you electronically. For example, when your FAFSA has been processed, you will be 
notified by e-mail. Your e-mail address will also be shared with your state and the colleges listed on your FAFSA to allow them to communicate with you. If you do not 
have an e-mail address, leave this field blank.

22. If female, skip to question 23. Most male students must register with the Selective 
Service System to receive federal aid. If you are male, are age 18-25, and have not 
registered, fill in the circle and we will register you. See Notes page 9.

21. Are you male or 
female?
See Notes page 9.

23. Have you been convicted for the possession or sale of illegal drugs for an offense that occurred while you were receiving federal 
student aid (such as grants, work-study, or loans)?
Answer “No” if you have never received federal student aid or if you have never had a drug conviction for an offense that occurred while receiving 
federal student aid. If you have a drug conviction for an offense that occurred while you were receiving federal student aid, answer “Yes,” but 
complete and submit this application, and we will mail you a worksheet to help you determine if your conviction affects your eligibility for aid.
If you are unsure how to answer this question, call 1-800-433-3243 for help.

19. Did you become a legal 
resident of this state 
before January 1, 2014?

20. If the answer to question 19 is “No,” 
give month and year you became a 
legal resident of that state.

18. What is your 
state of legal 
residence?

14. Are you a U.S. 
citizen? 
Mark only one.
See Notes page 9.

15. Alien Registration Number

17. Month and year you were married, 
remarried, separated, divorced or 
widowed.
See Notes page 9.

26. What will your high school completion status be when you begin college in the 2019-2020 school year?

1. Last 
name

2. First 
name

Your full name (exactly as it appears on your Social Security card) If your name has a suffix, such as Jr. or III, include a space between your last name and suffix.

Some states and colleges offer aid based on the level of schooling your parents completed.  

Your permanent mailing address

FAFSA

F R E E  APPLIC ATION f o r  FEDER AL STUDENT AID

July  1,  2019 –  June 30,  2020

9. Your date 
of birth 

MONTH YEARDAY

24. Highest school completed by Parent 1

25. Highest school completed by Parent 2

Middle school/Jr. high Other/unknown High school College or beyond 

https://StudentAid.ed.gov/completefafsa
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Answer questions 32–58 about yourself (the student). If you were never married, or are separated, 
divorced or widowed and are not remarried, answer only about yourself. If you are married or remarried 
as of today, include information about your spouse. 

Step Two (Student):

For questions 36–45, if the answer is zero or the question does not apply to you, enter 0. Report whole dollar amounts with no cents.

Step Two CONTINUES on Page 5

NoYes Don’t know

1 Yes No 2

2 31

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

9Other/undecided . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8Graduate or professional degree  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7Teaching credential (nondegree program) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3Associate degree (occupational or technical program)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2nd bachelor’s degree  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

11st bachelor’s degree  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

61st year graduate/professional  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

55th year/other undergraduate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

44th year undergraduate/senior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

33rd year undergraduate/junior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

22nd year undergraduate/sophomore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1Attended college before and 1st year undergraduate . . . . . . . . . . . .

0Never attended college and 1st year undergraduate . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6
Certificate or diploma (occupational, technical or education program  
of two or more years)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7Continuing graduate/professional or beyond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IRS 1040 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IRS 1040A or 1040EZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A foreign tax return. See Notes page 9.  . . . . . . . . . . .

A tax return with Puerto Rico, another U.S. territory, 
or Freely Associated State. See Notes page 9. . . . . . 

I have already completed my return . . . . . . .

I’m not going to file. Skip to question 39.  

I will file but have not yet completed my 
return  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5
Certificate or diploma (occupational, technical or education program  
of less than two years). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4Associate degree (general education or transfer program). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

NoYes Don’t know2 31

Step One CONTINUES from Page 3

32. For 2017, have you (the student) completed 
your IRS income tax return or another tax 
return listed in question 33?

28. Will you have your first bachelor’s degree 
before you begin the 2019-2020 school 
year?

29. What will your college grade level be when you begin the  
2019-2020 school year?

33. What income tax return did you file or will you file  
for 2017?

30. What degree or certificate will you be working on when you begin the 
2019-2020 school year?

27. What is the name of the high school where you received or will receive your high school diploma? 
Enter the complete high school name, and the city and state where the high school is located.

41. As of today, what is your (and spouse’s) total current balance of cash, savings, and checking accounts? Don’t include 
student financial aid.

42. As of today, what is the net worth of your (and spouse’s) investments, including real estate? Don’t include the home you 
live in. See Notes page 9. 

43. As of today, what is the net worth of your (and spouse’s) current businesses and/or investment farms? Don’t include a
family farm or family business with 100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees.

 
 See Notes page 9.

39. How much did you earn from working in 2017?

40. How much did your spouse earn from working in 2017?

36. What was your (and spouse’s) adjusted gross income for 2017? Adjusted gross income is on IRS Form 1040—line 37; 
1040A—line 21; or 1040EZ—line 4.

37. Enter your (and spouse’s) income tax for 2017. Income tax amount is on IRS Form 1040—line 56 minus line 46;  
1040A—line 28 minus line 36; or 1040EZ—line 10.

38. Enter your (and spouse’s) exemptions for 2017. Exemptions are on IRS Form 1040—line 6d or Form 1040A—line 6d.  
For Form 1040EZ, see Notes page 9.

35. If you have filed or will file a 1040, were you eligible to file a 1040A or 1040EZ?
See Notes page 9.

Questions 39 and 40 ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2017.  Answer the questions whether or not a tax return was filed. This information 
may be on the W-2 forms or on the tax return selected in question 33:  IRS Form 1040—lines 7 + 12 + 18 + Box 14 (Code A) of IRS Schedule K-1 (Form 1065); 
1040A—line 7; or 1040EZ—line 1. If any individual earning item is negative, do not include that item in your calculation.

31. Are you interested in being considered for work-study?

STATEHigh School Name

High School City

1Single  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3Married—filed separate return  . . . . . . .

2Married—filed joint return  . . . . . . . . . . .

34. For 2017, what is or will be your tax filing 
status according to your tax return?

6Don’t know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5Qualifying widow(er). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4Head of household. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Step Three (Student): 

No1Yes 2

No1Yes 2

Step Two CONTINUES from Page 4

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

No 21Yes

Answer the questions in this step to determine if you will need to provide parental information. Once 
you answer “Yes” to any of the questions in this step, skip Step Four and go to Step Five on page 8.

a. Payments to tax-deferred pension and retirement savings plans (paid directly or withheld from earnings), including, but not limited to,
amounts reported on the W-2 forms in Boxes 12a through 12d, codes D, E, F, G, H and S. Don’t include amounts reported in code DD
(employer contributions toward employee health benefits).

 
 

b. IRA deductions and payments to self-employed SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh and other qualified plans from IRS Form 1040—line 28 + line 32 
or 1040A—line 17.

c. Child support received for any of your children. Don’t include foster care or adoption payments.

d. Tax exempt interest income from IRS Form 1040—line 8b or 1040A—line 8b.

e. Untaxed portions of IRA distributions from IRS Form 1040—lines (15a minus 15b) or 1040A—lines (11a minus 11b). Exclude rollovers.
If negative, enter a zero here.

  

f. Untaxed portions of pensions from IRS Form 1040—lines (16a minus 16b) or 1040A—lines (12a minus 12b). Exclude rollovers.
If negative, enter a zero here.

  

g. Housing, food and other living allowances paid to members of the military, clergy and others (including cash payments and cash value 
of benefits). Don’t include the value of on-base military housing or the value of a basic military allowance for housing.

h. Veterans noneducation benefits, such as Disability, Death Pension, or Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and/or VA 
Educational Work-Study allowances.

i. Other untaxed income not reported in items 45a through 45h, such as workers’ compensation, disability benefits, etc. Also include the 
untaxed portions of health savings accounts from IRS Form 1040—line 25. Don’t include extended foster care benefits, student aid, 
earned income credit, additional child tax credit, welfare payments, untaxed Social Security benefits, Supplemental Security Income, 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act educational benefits, on-base military housing or a military housing allowance, combat pay, 
benefits from flexible spending arrangements (e.g., cafeteria plans), foreign income exclusion or credit for federal tax on special fuels.

j. Money received, or paid on your behalf (e.g., bills), not reported elsewhere on this form. This includes money that you received from a 
parent or other person whose financial information is not reported on this form and that is not part of a legal child support agreement. 
See Notes page 9. 

a. Education credits (American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Learning Tax Credit) from IRS Form 1040—line 50 or 1040A—line 33.

b. Child support paid because of divorce or separation or as a result of a legal requirement. Don’t include support for children in your 
household, as reported in question 95.

c. Taxable earnings from need-based employment programs, such as Federal Work-Study and need-based employment portions of 
fellowships and assistantships.

d. Taxable college grant and scholarship aid reported to the IRS as income. Includes AmeriCorps benefits (awards, living allowances and 
interest accrual payments), as well as grant and scholarship portions of fellowships and assistantships.

e. Combat pay or special combat pay. Only enter the amount that was taxable and included in your adjusted gross income. Don’t include 
untaxed combat pay.

f. Earnings from work under a cooperative education program offered by a college.

46. Were you born before January 1, 1996?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

47. As of today, are you married? (Also answer “Yes” if you are separated but not divorced.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

48. At the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year, will you be working on a master’s or doctorate program (such as an MA, 
MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, graduate certificate, etc.)?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

49. Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for purposes other than training? See Notes page 9.  . . . .

50. Are you a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces? See Notes page 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

51. Do you now have or will you have children who will receive more than half of their support from you between July 1, 2019 
and June 30, 2020?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

52. Do you have dependents (other than your children or spouse) who live with you and who receive more than half of their 
support from you, now and through June 30, 2020? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

53. At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, were you in foster care or were you a dependent 
or ward of the court? See Notes page 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

54. As determined by a court in your state of legal residence, are you or were you an emancipated minor? See Notes page 10.  . .

55. Does someone other than your parent or stepparent have legal guardianship of you, as determined by a court in your state 
of legal residence? See Notes page 10.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

56. At any time on or after July 1, 2018, did your high school or school district homeless liaison determine that you were an
unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless? 

 
See Notes page 10. . . . . .

57. At any time on or after July 1, 2018, did the director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing program funded by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was 
homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless? See Notes page 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 
58. At any time on or after July 1, 2018, did the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional living 

program determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of
being homeless? See Notes page 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

45. Student’s 2017 Untaxed Income (Enter the combined amounts for you and your spouse.)

44. Student’s 2017 Additional Financial Information (Enter the combined amounts for you and your spouse.)

Form CONTINUES on Page 6

https://StudentAid.ed.gov/completefafsa
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Step 
 

Four (Parent): Complete this step if you (the student) answered “No” to all questions in Step Three.
Answer all the questions in Step Four even if you do not live with your legal parents (biological, adoptive, or as determined by the state [for example, if the parent is listed 
on the birth certificate]). Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, widowed stepparents, aunts, uncles, and siblings are not considered parents on this form unless they 
have legally adopted you. If your legal parents are married to each other, or are not married to each other and live together, answer the questions about both of them. If 
your parent was never married or is remarried, divorced, separated or widowed, see StudentAid.gov/fafsa-parent and/or Notes page 10 for additional instructions.

69. Your parents’ e-mail address. If you provide your parents’ e-mail address, we will let them know your FAFSA has been processed. This e-mail address will 
also be shared with your state and the colleges listed on your FAFSA to allow them to electronically communicate with your parents.

73. How many people are in your parents’ household? 
Include:

• yourself, even if you don’t live with your parents,
• your parents,
• your parents’ other children (even if they do not live with your parents) if (a) your parents will provide more than half of their support 

between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020, or (b) the children could answer “No” to every question in Step Three on page 5 of this form, and
• other people if they now live with your parents, your parents provide more than half of their support and your parents will continue to 

provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020.

74. How many people in your parents’ household (from question 73) will be college students between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020?
Always count yourself as a college student. Do not include your parents. Do not include siblings who are in U.S. military service academies. You 
may include others only if they will attend, at least half-time in 2019-2020, a program that leads to a college degree or certificate.

At any time during 2017 or 2018, did you, your parents, or anyone in your parents’ household (from question 73) receive benefits from any of the federal programs listed? 
Mark all that apply. Answering these questions will NOT reduce eligibility for student aid or these programs. TANF has different names in many states. Call 1-800-433-3243 
to find out the name of your state’s program. If you, your parents, or anyone in your household receives any of these benefits after filing the FAFSA but before December 31, 
2018, you must update your response by logging in to fafsa.gov and selecting “Make FAFSA Corrections.”

75. Medicaid or 
Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI)

76. Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP)

77. Free or Reduced 
Price School 
Lunch

78. Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families 
(TANF)

 79. Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC)

70. What is your 
parents’ state of 
legal residence?

71. Did your parents become 
legal residents of this state
before January 1,  2014?

72. If the answer to question 71 is “No,” give the 
month and year legal residency began for the
parent who has lived in the state the longest.

MONTH YEARSTATE

No

Yes 1

2

83. If your parents have filed or will file a 1040, 
were they eligible to file a 1040A or 1040EZ? 
See Notes page 9.

84. As of today, is either of your parents a 
dislocated worker? See Notes page 10. No

Yes 

Don’t know

No

Yes 

Don’t know

1

2

3

1

2

3

Step Four CONTINUES on Page 7

82. For 2017, what is or will be your parents’ tax
filing status according to their tax return?

 

59. As of today, what is the marital status of your parents? 60. Month and year 
they were married, 
remarried, separated,
divorced or widowed. 

Divorced or separated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Married or remarried. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Never married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
MONTH YEAR

Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

12

3

4

If you (the student) answered “No” to every question in Step Three, go to Step Four.
If you answered “Yes” to any question in Step Three, skip Step Four and go to Step Five on page 8.

(Health professions and law school students: Your college may require you to complete Step Four even if you answered “Yes” to any Step Three question.)
If you believe that you are unable to provide parental information, see Notes page 10.

What are the Social Security Numbers, names and dates of birth of the parents reporting information on this form?
If your parent does not have a Social Security Number, you must enter 000-00-0000.  If the name includes a suffix, such as Jr. or III, include a space between the last name and 
suffix. Enter two digits for each day and month (e.g., for May 31, enter 05 31).

61. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 62. LAST NAME, AND 63. FIRST INITIAL 64. DATE OF BIRTH

65. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 66. LAST NAME, AND 67. FIRST INITIAL 68. DATE OF BIRTH

,

,

Questions 61-64 are for Parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent)

Questions 65-68 are for Parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent)

Unmarried and both legal parents living 
together.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

If your answer to question 59 was “Unmarried and both legal parents living together,” contact 1-800-433-3243 for assistance with answering questions 80-94.

Single  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Married—filed separate return  . . . . . .
Married—filed joint return  . . . . . . . . . .

Don’t know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Qualifying widow(er). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Head of household. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

81. What income tax return did your parents 
file or will they file for 2017?

IRS 1040 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IRS 1040A or 1040EZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A foreign tax return.  See Notes page 9.  . . . .

A tax return with Puerto Rico, another U.S. 
territory or Freely Associated State.  
See Notes page 9.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

80. For 2017, have your parents completed their IRS 
income tax return or another tax return listed in 
question 81?

My parents will file but have not yet completed 
their return . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

My parents are not going to file.  
Skip to question 88. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

My parents have already completed their return. . 

https://StudentAid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
https://fafsa.ed.gov
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For questions 85–94, if the answer is zero or the question does not apply, enter 0. Report whole dollar amounts with no cents.
Step Four CONTINUES from Page 6

88. How much did Parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent) earn from working in 2017?

89. How much did Parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent) earn from working in 2017?

Questions 88 and 89 ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2017. Answer the questions whether or not a tax return was filed. This information may be on the W-2 
forms or on the tax return selected in question 81: IRS Form 1040—lines 7 + 12 + 18 + Box 14 (Code A) of IRS Schedule K-1 (Form 1065); 1040A—line 7; or 1040EZ—line 1. If 
any individual earning item is negative, do not include that item in your calculation.  Report the information for the parent listed in questions 61-64 in question 88 and the 
information for the parent listed in questions 65-68 in question 89.

90. As of today, what is your parents’ total current balance of cash, savings, and checking accounts? Don’t include student 
financial aid.

91. As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ investments, including real estate? Don’t include the home in which 
your parents live. See Notes page 9.

92. As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ current businesses and/or investment farms? Don’t include a family 
farm or family business with 100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees. See Notes page 9.

85. What was your parents’ adjusted gross income for 2017? Adjusted gross income is on IRS Form 1040—line 37; 
1040A—line 21; or 1040EZ—line 4.

86. Enter your parents’ income tax for 2017. Income tax amount is on IRS Form 1040—line 56 minus line 46;  
1040A—line 28 minus line 36; or 1040EZ—line 10.

87. Enter your parents’ exemptions for 2017. Exemptions are on IRS Form 1040—line 6d or on Form 1040A—line 6d.  
For Form 1040EZ, see Notes page 9.

a. Education credits (American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Learning Tax Credit) from IRS Form 1040—line 50 or 1040A— 
  line 33.

b. Child support paid because of divorce or separation or as a result of a legal requirement. Don’t include support for children in your 
parents’ household, as reported in question 73.

c. Your parents’ taxable earnings from need-based employment programs, such as Federal Work-Study and need-based employment 
portions of fellowships and assistantships.

d. Your parents’ taxable college grant and scholarship aid reported to the IRS as income. Includes AmeriCorps benefits (awards, living 
allowances and interest accrual payments), as well as grant and scholarship portions of fellowships and assistantships.

e. Combat pay or special combat pay. Only enter the amount that was taxable and included in your parents’ adjusted gross income.  
Don’t include untaxed combat pay.

f. Earnings from work under a cooperative education program offered by a college.

a. Payments to tax-deferred pension and retirement savings plans (paid directly or withheld from earnings), including, but not limited to, 
amounts reported on the W-2 forms in Boxes 12a through 12d, codes D, E, F, G, H and S. Don’t include amounts reported in code DD 
(employer contributions toward employee health benefits).

b. IRA deductions and payments to self-employed SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh and other qualified plans from IRS Form 1040—line 28 + line 32 or 
1040A—line 17.

c. Child support received for any of your parents’ children. Don’t include foster care or adoption payments.

d. Tax exempt interest income from IRS Form 1040—line 8b or 1040A—line 8b.

e. Untaxed portions of IRA distributions from IRS Form 1040—lines (15a minus 15b) or 1040A—lines (11a minus 11b). Exclude rollovers.  
If negative, enter a zero here. 

f. Untaxed portions of pensions from IRS Form 1040—lines (16a minus 16b) or 1040A—lines (12a minus 12b). Exclude rollovers.  
If negative, enter a zero here.

g. Housing, food and other living allowances paid to members of the military, clergy and others (including cash payments and cash value 
of benefits). Don’t include the value of on-base military housing or the value of a basic military allowance for housing.

h. Veterans noneducation benefits, such as Disability, Death Pension, or Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and/or VA      
Educational Work-Study allowances.

i.  Other untaxed income not reported in items 94a through 94h, such as workers’ compensation, disability benefits, etc. Also include the 
untaxed portions of health savings accounts from IRS Form 1040—line 25. Don’t include extended foster care benefits, student aid, 
earned income credit, additional child tax credit, welfare payments, untaxed Social Security benefits, Supplemental Security Income, 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act educational benefits, on-base military housing or a military housing allowance, combat pay, 
benefits from flexible spending arrangements (e.g., cafeteria plans), foreign income exclusion or credit for federal tax on special fuels.

93. Parents’ 2017 Additional Financial Information (Enter the amounts for your parent[s].)

94. Parents’ 2017 Untaxed Income (Enter the amounts for your parent[s].)

Form CONTINUES on Page 8

https://StudentAid.ed.gov/completefafsa
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Step Five (Student): Complete this step only if you (the student) answered “Yes” to any questions in Step Three.

Step Six (Student): Indicate which colleges you want to receive your FAFSA information.

Step Seven (Student and Parent): Read, sign and date.

on campus

off campus

with parent

103. a 

103. c 

103. e

103. g

103. b

103. d

103. f

103. h

OR

OR

OR

OR

STATE

STATE

STATE

STATE

NAME OF 
COLLEGE

NAME OF 
COLLEGE

NAME OF 
COLLEGE

NAME OF 
COLLEGE

ADDRESS 
AND CITY

ADDRESS 
AND CITY

ADDRESS 
AND CITY

ADDRESS 
AND CITY

1ST FEDERAL SCHOOL CODE

2ND FEDERAL SCHOOL CODE

3RD FEDERAL SCHOOL CODE

4TH FEDERAL SCHOOL CODE

106. Preparer’s Social Security Number (or 107)

107. Employer ID number (or 106)

108. Preparer’s signature and date

COLLEGE USE ONLY

D/O

FEDERAL SCHOOL CODE

FAA Signature

DATA ENTRY 
USE ONLY: P * L E

If a fee was paid to someone for advice or 
for completing this form, that person must 
complete this section.

Preparer’s name, firm and address

1

1

on campus

off campus

with parent

on campus

off campus

with parent

on campus

off campus

with parent

NoYes Don’t know2 31

1

2

3

1

2

3

1

2

3

1

2

3

Homeless 
Youth 
Determination

4

95. How many people are in your household?
Include:
• yourself (and your spouse),
• your children, if you will provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020, even if they do not live with you, and
• other people if they now live with you, you provide more than half of their support and you will continue to provide more than half of their 

support between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020.

96. How many people in your (and your spouse’s) household (from question 95) will be college students between July 1, 2019 
and June 30, 2020? Always count yourself as a college student. Do not include family members who are in U.S. military service academies. 
Include others only if they will attend, at least half-time in 2019-2020, a program that leads to a college degree or certificate.

At any time during 2017 or 2018, did you (or your spouse) or anyone in your household (from question 95) receive benefits from any of the federal programs listed?  
Mark all that apply. Answering these questions will NOT reduce eligibility for student aid or these programs. TANF has different names in many states. Call 1-800-433-3243 
to find out the name of your state’s program. If you (or your spouse) or anyone in your household receives any of these benefits after filing the FAFSA but before 
December 31, 2018, you must update your response by logging in to fafsa.gov and selecting “Make FAFSA Corrections.”

102. As of today, are you (or your spouse) a dislocated worker? See Notes page 10.

Enter the six-digit federal school code and your housing plans for each college or school you want to receive your FAFSA information. You can find the 
school codes at fafsa.gov or by calling 1-800-433-3243. If you cannot obtain a code, write in the complete name, address, city and state of the college.  If 
you want more schools to receive your FAFSA information, read  on page 2.  All of the information you included on your FAFSA, with 
the exception of the list of colleges, will be sent to each of the colleges you listed. In addition, all of your FAFSA information, including the list of colleges, will 
be sent to your state grant agency. For federal student aid purposes, it does not matter in what order you list your selected schools. However, the order in 
which you list schools may affect your eligibility for state aid. Consult your state agency or 

What is the FAFSA? 

StudentAid.gov/order for details.

2020

MONTH DAY

104. Date this form was completed

105. Student (Sign below)

   Parent (A parent from Step Four sign below.)

If you are the student, by signing this application you certify that you (1) will use federal and/or state 
student financial aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution of higher education, (2) are not 
in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay it, (3) do not
owe money back on a federal student grant or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay it, (4) 
will notify your college if you default on a federal student loan and 

 

(5) will not receive a Federal Pell 
Grant from more than one college for the same period of time. 
If you are the parent or the student, by signing this application you certify that all of the information 
you provided is true and complete to the best of your knowledge and you agree, if asked, to 
provide information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form. This information may 
include U.S. or state income tax forms that you filed or are required to file. Also, you certify that 
you understand that the Secretary of Education has the authority to verify information 
reported on this application with the Internal Revenue Service and other federal agencies. If 
you electronically sign any document related to the federal student aid programs using an FSA ID 
(username and password) and/or any other credential, you certify that you are the person identified 
by that username and password and/or other credential, and have not disclosed that username 
and password and/or other credential to anyone else. If you purposely give false or misleading 
information, you may be fined up to $20,000, sent to prison, or both. 

HOUSING PLANS

2019
2018

97. Medicaid or 
Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI)

98. Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP)

99. Free or Reduced
Price School 
Lunch

100. Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families 
(TANF)

101. Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC)

https://fafsa.ed.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/school-list#order
https://fafsa.ed.gov/


   

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 

Notes for question 8 (page 3) 
Enter your Social Security Number (SSN) as it appears on your Social 
Security card. If you are a resident of the Freely Associated States (i.e., the 
Republic of Palau, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, or the Federated 
States of Micronesia) and were issued an identifcation number beginning 
with “666” when submitting a FAFSA previously, enter that number here. 
If you are a frst-time applicant from the Freely Associated States, enter 
“666” in the frst three boxes of the SSN feld and leave the remaining six 
positions blank and we will create an identifcation number to be used 
for federal student aid purposes. 
Notes for questions 14 and 15 (page 3) 
If you are an eligible noncitizen, write in your eight- or nine-digit Alien 
Registration Number. Generally, you are an eligible noncitizen if you are 
(1) a permanent U.S. resident with a Permanent Resident Card (I-551); (2) 
a conditional permanent resident with a Conditional Green Card (I-551C); 
(3) the holder of an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from the Department 
of Homeland Security showing any one of the following designations: 
“Refugee,” “Asylum Granted,” “Parolee” (I-94 confrms that you were 
paroled for a minimum of one year and status has not expired), T-Visa 
holder (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) or “Cuban-Haitian Entrant;” or (4) the holder of 
a valid certifcation or eligibility letter from the Department of Health and 
Human Services showing a designation of “Victim of human trafcking.” 
If you are in the U.S. and have been granted Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), an F1 or F2 student visa, a J1 or J2 exchange visitor visa, 
or a G series visa (pertaining to international organizations), select “No, I 
am not a citizen or eligible noncitizen.” You will not be eligible for federal 
student aid. If you have a Social Security Number but are not a citizen 
or an eligible noncitizen, including if you have been granted DACA, you 
should still complete the FAFSA because you may be eligible for state or 
college aid. 

Notes for questions 16 and 17 (page 3) 
Report your marital status as of the date you sign your FAFSA. If your 
marital status changes after you sign your FAFSA, check with the 
fnancial aid ofce at the college. 

Notes for questions 21 and 22 (page 3) 
To be eligible for federal student aid, male citizens and male immigrants 
residing in the U.S. aged 18 through 25 are required to register with the 
Selective Service System, with limited exceptions. The Selective Service 
System and the registration requirement applies to any person assigned 
the sex of male at birth (see www.sss.gov/Registration-Info/Who-
Registration). The Selective Service System and the registration  requirement 
for males preserves America’s ability to provide resources in an emergency 
to the U.S. Armed Forces. For more information about the Selective Service 
System, visit sss.gov. Forms are available at your local U.S. Post Ofce. 

Notes for questions 33 (page 4) 
and 81 (page 6) 
If you fled or will fle a foreign tax return, a tax return with Puerto Rico, 
another U.S. territory (e.g., Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Swain’s Island or the Northern Marianas Islands) or one of the 
Freely Associated States, use the information from that return to fll 
out this form. If you fled a foreign return, convert all monetary units 
to U.S. dollars, using the published exchange rate in efect for the 
date nearest to today’s date. To view the daily exchange rates, go to 
federalreserve.gov/releases/h10/current. 

Notes for questions 35 (page 4) 
and 83 (page 6) 
In general, a person is eligible to fle a 1040A or 1040EZ if he or she 
makes less than $100,000, does not itemize deductions, does not receive 
income from his or her own business or farm and does not receive 
alimony. A person is not eligible to fle a 1040A or 1040EZ if he or she 
makes $100,000 or more, itemizes deductions, receives income from 
his or her own business or farm, is self-employed, receives alimony or 
is required to fle Schedule D for capital gains. If you fled a 1040 only 
to claim the American Opportunity Tax Credit or Lifetime Learning Tax 
Credit, and you would have otherwise been eligible to fle a 1040A or 
1040EZ, answer “Yes” to this question. If you fled a 1040 and were not 
required to fle a tax return, answer “Yes” to this question. 
Notes for questions 38 (page 4) 
and 87 (page 7) — Notes for those who fled a 1040EZ 
On the 1040EZ, if a person didn’t check either box on line 5, enter 01 if he 
or she is single or has never been married, or 02 if he or she is married. If 
a person checked either the “you” or “spouse” box on line 5, use 1040EZ 
worksheet line F to determine the number of exemptions ($4,050 equals 
one exemption). 

Notes for questions 42 and 43 (page 4), 45j (page 5), 
and 91 and 92 (page 7) 
Net worth means the current value, as of today, of investments, businesses, 
and/or investment farms, minus debts related to those same investments, 
businesses, and/or investment farms. When calculating net worth, use 0 for 
investments or properties with a negative value. 
Investments include real estate (do not include the home in which you 
live), rental property (includes a unit within a family home that has its 
own entrance, kitchen, and bath rented to someone other than a family 
member), trust funds, UGMA and UTMA accounts, money market funds, 
mutual funds, certifcates of deposit, stocks, stock options, bonds, other 
securities, installment and land sale contracts (including mortgages 
held), commodities, etc. 
Investments also include qualifed educational benefts or education 
savings accounts (e.g., Coverdell savings accounts, 529 college savings 
plans and the refund value of 529 prepaid tuition plans). For a student 
who does not report parental information, the accounts owned by the 
student (and/or the student’s spouse) are reported as student investments 
in question 42. For a student who must report parental information, the 
accounts are reported as parental investments in question 91, including 
all accounts owned by the student and all accounts owned by the parents 
for any member of the household. 
Money received, or paid on your behalf, also includes distributions to 
you (the student benefciary) from a 529 plan that is owned by someone 
other than you or your parents (such as your grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
and non-custodial parents). You must include these distribution amounts 
in question 45j. 
Investments do not include the home you live in, the value of life 
insurance, retirement plans (401[k] plans, pension funds, annuities, non-
education IRAs, Keogh plans, etc.) or cash, savings and checking accounts 
already reported in questions 41 and 90. 
Investments also do not include UGMA and UTMA accounts for which 
you are the custodian, but not the owner. 
Investment value means the current balance or market value of these 
investments as of today. Investment debt means only those debts that 
are related to the investments. 
Business and/or investment farm value includes the market value of 
land, buildings, machinery, equipment, inventory, etc. Business and/or 
investment farm debt means only those debts for which the business or 
investment farm was used as collateral. 
Business value does not include the value of a small business if your 
family owns and controls more than 50 percent of the business and the 
business has 100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees. 
For small business value, your family includes (1) persons directly related 
to you, such as a parent, sister or cousin, or (2) persons who are or were 
related to you by marriage, such as a spouse, stepparent or sister-in-law. 
Investment farm value does not include the value of a family farm that 
you (your spouse and/or your parents) live on and operate. 

Notes for question 49 (page 5) 
Answer “Yes” if you are currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces or are 
a National Guard or Reserves enlistee who is on active duty for other than 
state or training purposes. 
Answer “No” if you are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee who is on 
active duty for state or training purposes. 

Notes for question 50 (page 5) 
Answer “Yes” (you are a veteran) if you (1) have engaged in active duty 
(including basic training) in the U.S. Armed Forces, or are a National 
Guard or Reserves enlistee who was called to active duty for other than 
state or training purposes, or were a cadet or midshipman at one of the 
service academies, and (2) were released under a condition other than 
dishonorable. Also answer “Yes” if you are not a veteran now but will be 
one by June 30, 2020. 
Answer “No” (you are not a veteran) if you (1) have never engaged in 
active duty (including basic training) in the U.S. Armed Forces, (2) 
are currently an ROTC student or a cadet or midshipman at a service 
academy, (3) are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee activated only for 
state or training purposes, or (4) were engaged in active duty in the U.S. 
Armed Forces but released under dishonorable conditions. 
Also answer “No” if you are currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces 
and will continue to serve through June 30, 2020. 

Page 9 Notes continue on Page 10. 
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https://www.sss.gov/Registration-Info/Who-Registration
https://sss.gov
https://federalreserve.gov/releases/h10/current


   

 

 

 

        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes for question 53 (page 5) Notes for Step Four, questions 59–94 (pages 6 and 7) 
Answer “Yes” if at any time since you turned age 13: Review all instructions below to determine who is considered a parent 

on this form: •  You had no living parent, even if you are now adopted; or 

• You were in foster care, even if you are no longer in foster care today; or 

• You were a dependent or ward of the court, even if you are no longer 
a dependent or ward of the court today. For federal student aid 
purposes, someone who is incarcerated is not considered a ward of 
the court. 

If you are not sure if you were in foster care, check with your state 
child welfare agency. You can fnd that agency’s contact information at 
childwelfare.gov/nfcad. 

The fnancial aid administrator at your school may require you to provide 
proof that you were in foster care or a dependent or ward of the court. 

Notes for questions 54 and 55 (page 5) 
The defnition of legal guardianship does not include your parents, even 
if they were appointed by a court to be your guardians. You are also not 
considered a legal guardian of yourself. 

Answer “Yes” if you can provide a copy of a court’s decision that as of today 
you are an emancipated minor or are in legal guardianship. Also answer 
“Yes” if you can provide a copy of a court’s decision that you were an 
emancipated minor or were in legal guardianship immediately before you 
reached the age of being an adult in your state. The court must be located 
in your state of legal residence at the time the court’s decision was issued. 

Answer “No” if you are still a minor and the court decision is no longer in 
efect or the court decision was not in efect at the time you became an 
adult. Also answer “No” and contact your school if custody was awarded 
by the courts and the court papers say “custody” (not “guardianship”). 

The fnancial aid administrator at your college may require you to provide 
proof that you were an emancipated minor or in legal guardianship. 

Notes for questions 56–58 (page 5) 
Answer “Yes” if you received a determination at any time on or after 
July 1, 2018, that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless 
or at risk of being homeless. 

• “Homeless” means lacking fxed, regular and adequate housing. You 
may be homeless if you are living in shelters, parks, motels, hotels, 
public spaces, camping grounds, cars, abandoned buildings, or 
temporarily living with other people because you have nowhere else 
to go. Also, if you are living in any of these situations and feeing an 
abusive parent, you may be considered homeless even if your parent 
would otherwise provide a place to live. 

• “Unaccompanied” means you are not living in the physical custody 
of your parent or guardian. 

Answer “No” if you are not homeless or at risk of being homeless, or 
do not have a determination. However, even if you answer “No” to 
each of questions 56, 57, and 58, you should contact the fnancial 
aid administrator at the college you plan to attend if you are either 
(1) homeless and unaccompanied or (2) at risk of being homeless, 
unaccompanied, and providing for your own living expenses - as your 
college fnancial aid ofce can determine that you are “homeless” and are 
not required to provide parental information. 

The fnancial aid administrator at your college may require you to 
provide a copy of the determination if you answered “Yes” to any of 
these questions. 

Notes for students unable to provide parental information on  
pages 6 and 7 
Under very limited circumstances (for example, your parents are 
incarcerated; you have left home due to an abusive family environment; 
or you do not know where your parents are and are unable to contact 
them), you may be able to submit your FAFSA without parental 
information. If you are unable to provide parental information, skip 
Steps Four and Five, and go to Step Six. Once you submit your FAFSA 
without parental data, you must follow up with the fnancial aid ofce 
at the college you plan to attend, in order to complete your FAFSA. 

• If your parent was never married and does not live with your other 
legal parent, or if your parent is widowed and not remarried, answer 
the questions about that parent. 

• If your legal parents (biological, adoptive, or as determined by the 
state [for example, if the parent is listed on the birth certifcate]) are not 
married to each other and live together, select “Unmarried and both 
legal parents living together” and provide information about both of 
them regardless of their gender. Do not include any person who is 
not married to your parent and who is not a legal or biological parent. 
Contact 1-800-433-3243 for assistance in completing questions 
80-94, or visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa-parent. 

• If your legal parents are married, select “Married or remarried.” If your 
legal parents are divorced but living together, select “Unmarried and 
both legal parents living together.” If your legal parents are separated 
but living together, select “Married or remarried,” not “Divorced or 
separated.” 

• If your parents are divorced or separated, answer the questions about 
the parent you lived with more during the past 12 months. (If you did 
not live with one parent more than the other, give answers about 
the parent who provided more fnancial support during the past 12 
months or during the most recent year that you actually received 
support from a parent.) If this parent is remarried as of today, 
answer the questions about that parent and your stepparent. 

• If your widowed parent is remarried as of today, answer the questions 
about that parent and your stepparent. 

Notes for questions 84 (page 6) 
and 102 (page 8) 
In general, a person may be considered a dislocated worker if he or she: 

• is receiving unemployment benefts due to being laid of or losing a 
job and is unlikely to return to a previous occupation; 

• has been laid of or received a lay-of notice from a job; 
• was self-employed but is now unemployed due to economic 

conditions or natural disaster; or 
• is the spouse of an active duty member of the Armed Forces and 

has experienced a loss of employment because of relocating due to 
permanent change in duty station; or 

• is the spouse of an active duty member of the Armed Forces and 
is unemployed or underemployed, and is experiencing difculty in 
obtaining or upgrading employment; or 

• is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker is generally a 
person who previously provided unpaid services to the family (e.g., 
a stay-at-home mom or dad), is no longer supported by the spouse, 
is unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble fnding or 
upgrading employment. 

Except for the spouse of an active duty member of the Armed Forces, if 
a person quits work, generally he or she is not considered a dislocated 
worker even if, for example, the person is receiving unemployment 
benefts. 

Answer “Yes” to question 84 if your parent is a dislocated worker. Answer 
“Yes” to question 102 if you or your spouse is a dislocated worker. 

Answer “No” to question 84 if your parent is not a dislocated worker. 
Answer “No” to question 102 if neither you nor your spouse is a dislocated 
worker. 

Answer “Don’t know” to question 84 if you are not sure whether your 
parent is a dislocated worker. Answer “Don’t know” to question 102 if 
you are not sure whether you or your spouse is a dislocated worker. You 
can contact your fnancial aid ofce for assistance in answering these 
questions. 

The fnancial aid administrator at your college may require you to 
provide proof that your parent is a dislocated worker, if you answered 
“Yes” to question 84, or that you or your spouse is a dislocated worker, if 
you answered “Yes” to question 102. 

Page 10 
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DO NOT MAIL THIS WORKSHEET. 
The FAFSA on the Web Worksheet provides a preview of the questions 
that you may be asked while completing the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) online at fafsa.gov. 

You must complete and submit a FAFSA to apply for federal student 
aid and for most state and college aid. Write down notes to help you 
easily complete your FAFSA anytime on or after October 1, 2018. 

See the table to the right for state deadlines. Your application must 
be submitted by midnight Central time.  Also pay attention to the 
symbols that may be listed after your state deadline.  Check with your 
high school counselor or your college’s financial aid administrator 
about other deadlines. The Federal deadline is June 30, 2020.

NOTES:  

STATE A
ID

 D
EA

D
LIN

ES 

 The Federal Student Aid logo and FAFSA are registered trademarks of Federal Student Aid, U.S. Department of Education.

FAFSA on the Web Worksheet 2019 – 2020
fafsa .gov

Pay attention to any symbols listed after your state deadline.

States and territories not included in main listing below: 
AL, AS*, AZ, CO, FM*, GA, GU*, HI*, IL^$, KY^$, MH*, MT*, 
NC^$, ND^$, NE, NH*, NM, OK^$, PR, PW*, RI*, SD*, UT$*, VA*, 
VI*, VT^$*, WA^$, WI and WY*.

State Deadline

AK Alaska Performance Scholarship – June 30, 2019 # $
Alaska Education Grant ^ $

AR
Academic Challenge – June 1, 2019 (date received)
Workforce Grant  
Higher Education Opportunity Grant – June 1, 2019 (date received)

CA

For many state financial aid programs – March 2, 2019 (date postmarked) + *
For additional community college Cal Grants – September 2, 2019 (date 
postmarked) + *
Contact the California Student Aid Commission or your financial aid 
administrator for more information.

CT February 15, 2019 (date received) # *

DC
FAFSA completed by May 1, 2019 #
For DCTAG, complete the DC OneApp and submit supporting 
documents by May 31, 2019. #

DE April 15, 2019 (date received)
FL May 15, 2019 (date processed)

IA July 1, 2019 (date received) – Earlier priority deadlines may exist for 
certain programs. *

ID Opportunity Grant – March 1, 2019 (date received) # *

IN

Frank O’Bannon Grant – April 15, 2019 (date received)
21st Century Scholarship – April 15, 2019 (date received)
Adult Student Grant ^ $ – New applicants must submit additional form.
Workforce Ready Grant ^

KS April 1, 2019 (date received) # *
LA July 1, 2020 (July 1, 2019 recommended)
MA May 1, 2019 (date received) #
MD March 1, 2019 (date received) 
ME May 1, 2019 (date received)
MI March 1, 2019 (date received) 
MN 30 days after term starts (date received) 

MO February 1, 2019 # Applications accepted through April 1, 2019 (date 
received).

MP April 30, 2019 (date received) # *

MS MTAG and MESG Grants – October 15, 2019 (date received)
HELP Scholarship – April 30, 2019 (date received)

NJ

2018-2019 Tuition Aid Grant recipients – April 15, 2019 (date received) 
All other applicants:
- Fall and spring terms – September 15, 2019 (date received) 
- Spring term only – February 15, 2020 (date received)

NV
Nevada Promise Scholarship – April 1, 2019 * $
Silver State Opportunity Grant ^ $ 
All other aid  *

NY June 30, 2020 (date received) *
OH October 1, 2019 (date received)

OR
OSAC Private Scholarships – March 1, 2019 *
Oregon Promise Grant – Contact state agency. *
Oregon Opportunity Grant ^ $

PA

All first-time applicants enrolled in a: community college; business/
trade/technical school; hospital school of nursing; designated 
Pennsylvania Open-Admission institution; or non-transferable two-year 
program – August 1, 2019 (date received)
All other applicants – May 1, 2019 (date received) *

SC Tuition Grants – June 30, 2019 (date received)
SC Commission on Higher Education Need-based Grants ^ $

TN

State Grant – Prior-year recipients receive award if eligible and apply by 
February 1, 2019. All other awards made to neediest applicants. $
Tennessee Promise – February 1, 2019 (date received)
State Lottery  – Fall term, September 1, 2019 (date received); spring and 
summer terms, February 1, 2020 (date received)

TX Texas public colleges – January 15, 2019 # * ^
Texas private colleges  * ^

WV
PROMISE Scholarship – March 1, 2019. New applicants must submit 
additional form. Contact your financial aid administrator or state agency.
WV Higher Education Grant Program – April 15, 2019 

* Additional forms may be required.

 Check with your financial aid administrator.

$ Awards made until funds are depleted.

^ As soon as possible after October 1, 2018.

# For priority consideration, submit by date specified. 

+ Applicants encouraged to obtain proof of mailing.

• This Worksheet is optional and should only be completed if
you plan to use FAFSA on the Web.

• Sections in purple are for parent information.

• This Worksheet does not include all the questions from the
FAFSA. The questions that are included are ordered as they
appear on FAFSA on the Web. When you are online, you may
be able to skip some questions based on your answers to
earlier questions.

Applying is easier with the IRS Data Retrieval Tool!
Students and parents who have filed their 2017 federal tax return 
may be able to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool to easily, accurately  
and securely transfer their tax information into the FAFSA form.

Sign your FAFSA with an FSA ID!
For information about the FSA ID, including how to apply, go to 
StudentAid.gov/fsaid.
Your FSA ID allows you to electronically sign your FAFSA. If you are 
providing parent information, one parent must also sign your FAFSA. 
To sign electronically, your parent should also apply for an FSA ID.

Free help is available!
You do not have to pay to get help or submit your FAFSA.  Submit 
your FAFSA free online at fafsa.gov.  Federal Student Aid provides 
free help online at fafsa.gov or you can call 1-800-4-FED-AID  
(1-800-433-3243). TTY users (hearing impaired) can call  
1-800-730-8913.
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SECTION 1 - STUDENT INFORMATION

After you are online, you can add up to ten colleges on your FAFSA. The colleges will receive the information from your processed 
FAFSA.

Student’s Last Name                                        First Name                                  Social Security Number  

Student Marital Status (check one of the following)
 ❑  Single  ❑  Married or remarried  ❑  Separated   ❑  Divorced or widowed

You will be asked to provide information about your spouse if you are married or remarried.

Student Citizenship Status (check one of the following)

❑  U.S. citizen (U.S. national)  ❑  Neither citizen nor eligible noncitizen  

❑  Eligible noncitizen   (Enter your Alien Registration Number in the box to the right.)   Your Alien Registration Number

       Generally, you are an eligible noncitizen if you are:
• A permanent U.S. resident with a Permanent Resident Card (I-551);
• A conditional permanent resident with a Conditional Green Card (I-551C);        
• The holder of an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from the Department of Homeland Security showing any of the following designations: “Refugee,” “Asylum 

Granted,” “Parolee” (I-94 confirms paroled for a minimum of one year and status has not expired), T-Visa holder (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) or “Cuban-Haitian Entrant;” or 
• The holder of a valid certification or eligibility letter from the Department of Health and Human Services showing a designation of “Victim of human trafficking.”

A

SECTION 2 - STUDENT DEPENDENCY STATUS
If you can check ANY of the following boxes, you will not have to provide parental information.  Skip to page 4. 
If you check NONE of the following boxes, you will be asked to provide parental information. Go to the next page.

❑  I was born before 
 January 1, 1996

 
     

❑  I am serving on active duty in  
 the U.S. Armed Forces     

❑  Since I turned age 13, both of 
 my parents were deceased     

❑  I was a dependent or ward of 
 the court since turning age 13     

❑  I am married

❑  I am a veteran of the U.S. Armed 
Forces

 
      

❑  I was in foster care since turning  
 age 13

 
     

❑  I am currently or I was an 
  emancipated minor    

❑  I will be working on a master’s or doctorate program (e.g., MA, MBA, 
 MD, JD, PhD, EdD, graduate certificate)     

❑  I now have or will have children for whom I will provide more than half   
 of their support between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020     

❑  I have dependents (other than children or my spouse) who live with 
 me and I provide more than half of their support     

❑  I am homeless or I am at risk of 
 being homeless     

❑  I am currently or I was in legal 
 guardianship     

NOTES:  

What is the highest school parent 1 completed?  ❑  Middle school/Jr. high  ❑  College or beyond

        ❑  High school   ❑  Other/unknown

What is the highest school parent 2 completed?  ❑  Middle school/Jr. high  ❑  College or beyond

        ❑  High school   ❑  Other/unknown 

Selective Service Registration
If you are male and 25 or younger, you can use the FAFSA to register with the Selective Service System. 
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NOTES:  

SECTION 3 - PARENT INFORMATION

Providing parent 1 information? You will need:
Parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent) Social Security Number

Parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent) name  

Parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent) date of birth 

❑ Check here if parent 1 is a dislocated worker 

Providing parent 2 information? You will need:
Parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent) Social Security Number 

Parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent) name  

Parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent) date of birth  

❑ Check here if parent 2 is a dislocated worker 

What was your parents’ adjusted gross income for 2017?  
Skip this question if your parents did not file taxes.  Adjusted gross income is on IRS Form 1040—line 37;  

1040A—line 21; or 1040EZ—line 4. 

$

The following questions ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2017. Answer the questions whether or not a tax return was 
filed. This information may be on the W-2 forms or on the IRS Form 1040—lines 7 + 12 + 18 + Box 14 (Code A) of IRS Schedule K-1 
(Form 1065); 1040A—line 7; or 1040EZ—line 1.

How much did parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent) earn from working in 2017?  

How much did parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent) earn from working in 2017?  

$

$

Did your parents have any of the following items in 2017? 
Check all that apply. Once online, you may be asked to report amounts paid or received by your parents.

Additional Financial Information 
❑  American Opportunity Tax Credit or Lifetime 

Learning Tax Credit
❑ Child support paid
❑ Taxable earnings from work-study, assistantships 

or fellowships
❑ Taxable college grant and scholarship aid 

reported to the IRS as income
❑  Combat pay or special combat pay
❑  Cooperative education program earnings

Untaxed Income 
❑ Payments to tax-deferred pension and 

retirement savings plans
❑ Child support received
❑ IRA deductions and payments to self-

employed SEP, SIMPLE and Keogh
❑ Tax exempt interest income
❑ Untaxed portions of IRA distributions 
❑ Untaxed portions of pension distributions 

❑ Housing, food and other living allowances 
paid to members of the military, clergy 
and others

❑ Veterans noneducation benefits 
❑ Other untaxed income not reported, such 

as workers’ compensation or disability 
benefits

Who is considered a parent?  
“Parent” refers to a biological or adoptive parent or a person determined by the state to be a parent (for example, if the parent is listed on the birth 
certificate). Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, older siblings, and uncles or aunts are not considered parents on this form unless they 
have legally adopted you. If your legal parents are living and married to each other, answer the questions about both of them.  If your legal parents 
are not married and live together, answer the questions about both of them.  In case of divorce or separation, give information about the parent 
you lived with most in the last 12 months. If you did not live with one parent more than the other, give information about the parent who provided 
you the most financial support during the last 12 months or during the most recent year you received support. If your divorced or widowed parent 
has remarried, also provide information about your stepparent.

In 2017 or 2018, did anyone in your parents’ household receive:  (Check all that apply.)
❑ Medicaid ❑ Free or Reduced Price School Lunch

❑ Supplemental Security Income (SSI) ❑ Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

❑ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) ❑  Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

Note:  TANF may have a different name in your parents’ state. Call 1-800-433-3243 to find out the name of the state’s program.

Your parents may be asked to provide more information about their assets. 
Your parents may need to report the net worth of their current businesses and/or investment farms. 

Did your parents file or will they file a 2017 income tax return?  

❑ My parents have already completed a tax return

❑ My parents will file, but have not yet completed a tax return

❑ My parents are not going to file an income tax return

Did you know?  
If your parents file a federal tax return, they may be able to use 
the IRS Data Retrieval Tool.  This tool enables your parents to 
easily, accurately and securely transfer their tax return 
information into the FAFSA form. 
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Do not mail this Worksheet. Go to fafsa.gov to complete and submit your application.
For more information on federal student aid, visit StudentAid.gov.

You can also talk with your college’s financial aid office about other types of student aid that may be available. 

SECTION 4 - STUDENT INFORMATION

NOTES:  

Did you file or will you file a 2017 income tax return?  

 ❑  I have already completed my tax return

 ❑  I will file, but I have not completed my tax return

 ❑  I’m not going to file an income tax return

What was your (and spouse’s) adjusted gross income for 2017?
Skip this question if you or your spouse did not file taxes. Adjusted gross income is on IRS Form 1040—line 37;  

1040A—line 21; or 1040EZ—line 4. 

$

The following questions ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2017.  Answer the questions whether or not a tax return was filed. This 
information may be on the W-2 forms or on the IRS Form 1040—lines 7 + 12 +18 + Box 14 (Code A) of IRS Schedule K-1 (Form 1065); 1040A—line 7; 
or 1040EZ—line 1.

How much did you earn from working in 2017? 
 ❑  Check here if you are a dislocated worker

How much did your spouse earn from working in 2017?
 ❑  Check here if your spouse is a dislocated worker

$

$

In 2017 or 2018, did anyone in your household receive:  (Check all that apply.)
❑  Medicaid     ❑  Free or Reduced Price School Lunch
❑  Supplemental Security Income (SSI)  ❑  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)  
❑  Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) ❑  Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

Note:  TANF may have a different name in your state. Call 1-800-433-3243 to find out the name of the state’s program.

Did you or your spouse have any of the following items in 2017? 
Check all that apply. Once online, you may be asked to report amounts paid or received. 

You may be asked to provide more information about your (and your spouse’s) assets.   
You may need to report the net worth of current businesses and/or investment farms. 

Additional Financial Information 
❑  American Opportunity Tax Credit or Lifetime 

Learning Tax Credit
❑  Child support paid
❑  Taxable earnings from work-study, assistantships 

or fellowships
❑  Taxable college grant and scholarship aid 

reported to the IRS as income
❑  Combat pay or special combat pay
❑  Cooperative education program earnings

Untaxed Income 
❑  Payments to tax-deferred pension and 

retirement savings plans
❑  Child support received
❑  IRA deductions and payments to self-

employed SEP, SIMPLE and Keogh
❑  Tax exempt interest income
❑  Untaxed portions of IRA distributions 
❑  Untaxed portions of pension distributions 

❑  Housing, food and other living allowances 
paid to members of the military, clergy 
and others

❑  Veterans noneducation benefits
❑  Other untaxed income not reported, such 

as workers’ compensation or disability 
benefits

❑  Money received or paid on your behalf

Did you know?  

If you file a federal tax return, you may be able to use the IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool. This tool enables you to easily, accurately and securely 
transfer your tax information into the FAFSA form.
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El logotipo de Federal Student Aid y FAFSA son marcas registradas de la Oficina de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes, Departamento de Educación de EE.UU.

Conviene llenar y presentar la FAFSA lo antes posible a partir del 1 de octubre del 2018. La 
manera más fácil de llenar o corregir la FAFSA con información exacta es utilizar la Herramienta 
de consulta y traspaso de datos del IRS, en fafsa.gov. En unos pasos sencillos, casi todos los 
estudiantes y padres que presentaron una declaración de impuestos para el 2017 podrán 
transferir la información de su declaración directamente a la FAFSA.
Si usted o sus padres perdieron el plazo para presentar la declaración de impuestos sobre los 
ingresos del 2017, el cual cerró en abril del 2018, y aún necesitan presentar esa declaración 
ante el Servicio de Impuestos Internos (IRS), usted puede presentar la FAFSA ahora con 
datos aproximados, y luego deberá corregir esa información después de haber presentado la 
declaración de impuestos.
Nota: Es posible que ambos padres, o el estudiante y su cónyuge, necesiten proporcionar en 
la FAFSA información sobre los ingresos, incluso si no presentaron una declaración conjunta 
para el 2017. Si usted se encuentra en esta situación, llame al 1-800-433-3243 para obtener 
orientación sobre cómo contestar las preguntas sobre los ingresos.

Para obtener ayuda federal, presente la solicitud lo antes posible, pero no antes del 1 de 
octubre del 2018. Tenemos que recibir el formulario, a más tardar, el 30 de junio del 2020. 
La institución de educación superior en la que tiene previsto estudiar deberá tener los datos 
de la solicitud, correctos y completos, en una fecha no posterior al último día en que usted 
todavía se encuentre matriculado en la misma durante el curso 2019-2020.
El plazo para solicitar ayuda a los estados o instituciones educativas puede vencer tan pronto 
como en octubre del 2018. En la lista a la derecha se presentan las fechas límite para solicitar 
ayuda estatal. En ocasiones hay que llenar otros formularios.
Para obtener información sobre los programas estatales e institucionales de ayuda estudiantil 
y los correspondientes plazos de solicitud, consulte al orientador de su escuela secundaria o 
al administrador de ayuda económica de su institución postsecundaria.
Si se acerca una fecha límite, conviene presentar la solicitud por Internet, en fafsa.gov, ya que 
ésta es la forma más rápida y fácil de solicitar ayuda económica.

Pase a la página 3 del formulario de solicitud y comience a llenarlo.
Consulte las notas en las páginas 9 y 10 cuando se le indique.

Plazos de solicitud

Usar la declaración de impuestos 

Empecemos

Utilice este formulario, sin costo alguno, para solicitar las becas, puestos de estudio 
y trabajo, y préstamos educativos ofrecidos por el Gobierno federal y los estados.
O presente la solicitud gratis por Internet en fafsa.gov.

FAFSA®

Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes

1 de julio de 2019 – 30 de junio de 2020
 

Estado Plazo de solicitud

AK Beca de Rendimiento Académico de Alaska: 30 de junio del 2019 # $
Beca de Estudios de Alaska ^ $

AR
Beca Academic Challenge: 1 de junio del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca de Formación de la Fuerza Laboral 
Beca de Oportunidad de Estudios Superiores: 1 de junio del 2019 
(fecha de recibo)

CA

Muchos programas estatales de ayuda económica: 2 de marzo 
del 2019 (fecha de matasello) + *
Concesiones complementarias de las becas Cal Grant en instituciones 
de dos años: 2 de septiembre del 2019 (fecha de matasello) + *
Para obtener más información, comuníquese con la California 
Student Aid Commission o con la oficina de asistencia económica 
de su institución educativa.

CT 15 de febrero del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *

DC
FAFSA: 1 de mayo del 2019 #
DCTAG: llene el formulario DC OneApp y entregue los 
documentos justificativos a más tardar el 31 de mayo del 2019. #

DE 15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
FL 15 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de tramitación)

IA 1 de julio del 2019 (fecha de recibo); los plazos de prioridad de 
algunos programas pueden terminar antes. *

ID Beca de Oportunidad: 1 de marzo del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *

IN

Beca Frank O’Bannon: 15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca Siglo XXI: 15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca para Estudiantes Adultos ^ $: los solicitantes nuevos 
deberán presentar también otro formulario.
Beca Workforce Ready ^

KS 1 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *

LA 1 de julio del 2020 (aún mejor antes del 1 de julio del 2019) 
MA 1 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de recibo) #
MD 1 de marzo del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
ME 1 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
MI 1 de marzo del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
MN A 30 días de comenzar el período académico (fecha de recibo)

MO 1 de febrero del 2019 # Las solicitudes se aceptan hasta el 1 de 
abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo).

MP 30 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *

MS Becas MTAG y MESG: 15 de octubre del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca HELP: 30 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)

NJ

Becarios del Programa de Ayuda de Matrícula 2018-2019: 
15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Los demás solicitantes:
- Otoño y primavera: 15 de septiembre del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
- Solo la primavera: 15 de febrero del 2020 (fecha de recibo)

NV
Beca Promesa de Nevada: 1 de abril del 2019 * $
Beca de Oportunidad del Estado de la Plata ^ $ 
Toda otra ayuda  *

NY 30 de junio del 2020 (fecha de recibo) *
OH 1 de octubre del 2019 (fecha de recibo)

OR
Becas privadas de OSAC: 1 de marzo del 2019 *
Beca Promesa de Oregón: consulte con la agencia estatal de 
educación superior. * 
Beca de Oportunidad de Oregón ^ $

PA

Solicitantes nuevos que cursen estudios en: un centro universitario de 
dos años; un centro de formación profesional o técnica; una escuela 
de enfermería adscrita a un hospital; una institución de admisión libre 
ubicada en Pensilvania o en un programa de dos años cuyos créditos 
no se pueden convalidar: 1 de agosto del 2019 (fecha de recibo)  
Los demás solicitantes: 1 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de recibo) *

SC
Beca de Matrícula: 30 de junio del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Becas por necesidad de la Comisión de Educación Superior de 
Carolina del Sur ^ $

TN

Beca Estatal: Los becarios del año anterior recibirán la beca si reúnen 
los requisitos y presentan la solicitud a más tardar el 1 de febrero del 
2019. Otras concesiones de la beca se harán a los más necesitados. $
Beca Promesa de Tenesí: 1 de febrero del 2019 (fecha de recibo) 
Lotería Estatal: (otoño) 1 de septiembre del 2019 (fecha de recibo); 
(primavera y verano) 1 de febrero del 2020 (fecha de recibo)

TX Instituciones públicas de Texas: 15 de enero del 2019 # * ^
Instituciones privadas de Texas  * ^

WV

Beca Promesa: 1 de marzo del 2019. Los solicitantes nuevos 
deberán presentar también otro formulario. Consulte con la 
oficina de asistencia económica de la institución educativa  o con 
la agencia estatal de educación superior. 
Programa de Becas de Estudios Superiores de Virginia Occidental:  
15 de abril del 2019

* Es posible que se necesiten otros 
   formularios.

 Consulte con la oficina de asistencia 
   económica.

$ Se otorgará ayuda hasta agotar los 
   fondos.

^ Lo antes posible a partir del 1 de 
    octubre del 2018.

# Para consideración prioritaria, presente 
    la solicitud para la fecha indicada.

+ Conviene obtener constancia del envío 
    por correo.

Preste atención a los símbolos que aparecen después de algunos de los plazos.
Estados y territorios que no se incluyen en la lista principal de abajo:  
AL, AS*, AZ, CO, FM*, GA, GU*, HI*, IL̂ $, KY^$, MH*, MT*, NC^$, ND^$, NE, NH*, 
NM, OK^$, PR, PW*, RI*, SD*, UT$*, VA*, VI*, VT̂ $*, WA^$, WI y WY*.

Si usted o su familia sufrieron algún cambio significativo en su situación económica (p. ej., la 
pérdida de empleo), u otras circunstancias excepcionales (p. ej., gastos de matrícula pagados 
a escuelas primarias o secundarias, o altos gastos médicos o dentales no reembolsados), llene 
el formulario en lo que pueda y preséntelo según las indicaciones. Consulte con la oficina de 
asistencia económica de las instituciones educativas que le interesan.
Para obtener más información, o si desea ayuda para llenar la FAFSA, acuda a nuestra página  
web StudentAid.gov/llenarfafsa o llame al 1-800-433-3243. Ofrecemos atención en español. Los 
usuarios de teletipo (personas con problemas de audición) pueden llamar al 1-800-730-8913.
Llene los campos directamente en la pantalla o imprima el formulario y llénelo a mano. Sus 
respuestas serán procesadas por computadora. Por lo tanto, si llena el formulario a mano:

Después de llenar la solicitud, conserve para su archivo una fotocopia de las páginas 3 a 8. 
Envíe las páginas originales a:

Federal Student Aid Programs, P.O. Box 7654, London, KY 40742-7654
Una vez que se haya dado trámite a la solicitud, se le enviará el Informe de Ayuda Estudiantil, 
en el que se presentará un resumen de su información. Si usted proporciona una dirección 
electrónica, el informe le llegará por correo electrónico después de tres a cinco días. En caso 
de que no facilite una dirección electrónica, recibirá el informe por correo postal dentro de tres 
semanas. Si desea consultar el estado de su FAFSA, acuda a fafsa.gov o llame al 1-800-433-3243.

Llenar la FAFSA® 

Enviar la FAFSA®

Las secciones amarillas son para los datos del estudiante, y las moradas son para los de los padres.

Correcto        Incorrecto  x     √•

• 

 

 

utilice tinta negra y rellene los círculos 
completamente:

• escriba con claridad en letra de molde (sólo 
MAYÚSCULAS), y deje un espacio entre cada palabra:

• anote las cantidades en dólares (por ejemplo, 
$12,356.41) así:

  1   5      E   L  M      S   T

 $       1  2 , 3  5  6  sin centavos
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¿Por qué hay que llenar la FAFSA?
El primer paso para obtener ayuda económica para los estudios superiores es llenar la Solicitud 
Gratuita de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes (FAFSA, por sus siglas en inglés). Este formulario 
se utiliza para solicitar ayuda federal, que incluye becas (subvenciones), puestos de estudio y 
trabajo y préstamos educativos. La mayoría de los estados e instituciones de educación superior 
también hacen uso de la información reunida en la FAFSA para otorgar asistencia de fuentes no 
federales.

¿Por qué hay tantas preguntas?
La mayor parte de las preguntas de la FAFSA son necesarias para el cálculo del aporte familiar 
previsto (EFC). Este número sirve como indicador de la capacidad económica del estudiante 
y su familia, y se emplea para determinar el otorgamiento de ayuda federal. Algunas de las 
respuestas las utilizan también el estado y las instituciones educativas incluidas en la solicitud. 
El estado y las instituciones se encargarán de determinar si usted puede recibir, además de la 
ayuda otorgada por el Gobierno federal, la asistencia que ellos mismos conceden.

¿Cómo puedo saber cuál es mi aporte familiar previsto?
Usted podrá encontrar su aporte familiar previsto en el Informe de Ayuda Estudiantil (SAR). En 
este documento se presentará un resumen de los datos que usted proporcionó en la FAFSA. 
Es importante revisar el informe para asegurarse de que todos los datos están correctos y 
completos. Debe corregir los errores o proporcionar los datos que faltan, según sea necesario.

¿Cuánta ayuda económica estudiantil me van a dar?
Con la información de la FAFSA y el aporte familiar previsto, la oficina de asistencia económica 
de su institución educativa calculará la cantidad de ayuda que se le otorgará. Estas instituciones 
utilizarán el aporte familiar previsto para preparar un paquete de ayuda que contribuya 
a satisfacer la necesidad económica que usted demuestre. La necesidad económica es la 
diferencia entre el costo de estudiar (incluidos los gastos de manutención), según lo determine 
la institución educativa, y el aporte familiar previsto. Si reúne los requisitos de la Beca Federal 
Pell, la puede utilizar para pagar sus gastos en una misma institución educativa durante un 
mismo período de estudios. Si usted o su familia sufren circunstancias excepcionales que deben 
tenerse en cuenta, comuníquese con la oficina de asistencia económica de su institución. Entre 
las circunstancias que se pueden tener en cuenta están los gastos médicos u odontológicos 
extraordinarios, o una variación importante en los ingresos entre el 2017 y el presente año.

¿Cuándo me van a entregar la ayuda económica estudiantil?
Su institución educativa se encargará de entregarle la ayuda otorgada. En general, la institución 
primero usará los fondos para pagar los derechos de matrícula y otras cuotas, y el alojamiento y 
comida (si corresponde). Cualquier ayuda restante se le pagará directamente a usted, para que 
pueda cubrir sus otros gastos educativos. 

¿Cómo hago para que más instituciones reciban los resultados de mi FAFSA?
Si utiliza la versión impresa de la FAFSA, puede incluir sólo cuatro instituciones educativas en la 
correspondiente sección. Puede añadir más instituciones a su expediente usando cualquiera de 
los siguientes métodos:

• Después de que se haya tramitado la FAFSA, acuda al sitio FAFSA on the Web (fafsa.gov),
inicie sesión en el sitio y siga las instrucciones para corregir el formulario.

• Utilice el Informe de Ayuda Estudiantil, que le llegará después de que se haya dado trámite 
a la FAFSA. En la primera página del informe, estará impresa la clave de autorización,
que permite verificar su identidad. Al llamar al 1-800-433-3243 y proporcionar la clave al
representante, se podrán añadir a su expediente los códigos de otras instituciones.

• Proporcione la clave de autorización al administrador de asistencia económica de la
institución educativa que le interesa. Esta persona podrá agregar el código de la institución 
a su expediente de FAFSA.

Nota: El expediente de su FAFSA puede tener los códigos de diez instituciones. Si ya hay diez 
códigos en su expediente, cada nuevo código tendrá que reemplazar uno de los anteriores.

¿Dónde puedo obtener más información sobre la ayuda económica estudiantil?
El mejor lugar es la oficina de asistencia económica de la institución en la que tiene previsto 
estudiar. El administrador de ayuda económica podrá informarle sobre la asistencia ofrecida por 
la misma institución, el estado u otras entidades.

• Visite nuestro sitio web StudentAid.gov.

• Si desea obtener información por teléfono, llame al Centro de Información sobre Ayuda
Federal para Estudiantes al 1-800-433-3243. Los usuarios de teletipo (para personas con
problemas de audición) pueden llamar al 1-800-730-8913.

• También conviene hablar con el orientador de su escuela secundaria, con la agencia
encargada de los programas estatales de ayuda económica y con el personal de la sección 
de referencia de su biblioteca local.

En ocasiones se ofrece información sobre la ayuda no federal mediante fundaciones, asociaciones 
de carácter religioso, organizaciones comunitarias, grupos cívicos y organizaciones afines a ciertos 
campos de estudio, como por ejemplo, la Asociación de Médicos de Estados Unidos (American 
Medical Association) o el Colegio de Abogados de Estados Unidos (American Bar Association). Consulte 
también al empleador o sindicato de sus padres para averiguar si ofrecen becas o programas de ayuda 
de matrícula.

La información que se proporcione en el presente formulario se usará para 
determinar si usted tiene derecho a recibir ayuda estudiantil de los progra-
mas federales, así como para calcular la cantidad de ayuda que se le pueda 
otorgar. Las secciones 483 y 484 de la Ley de Educación Superior de 1965 
(según enmendada) nos autorizan a pedirles esta información a usted y a 
sus padres y a solicitar el número de Seguro Social de ustedes. Utilizaremos 
dicho número para verificar la identidad de ustedes y para tener acceso a 
sus datos; nos reservamos el derecho a pedirles otra vez el número para los 
mismos fines.

Los encargados de programas institucionales y estatales de ayuda estudian-
til también pueden servirse de la información proporcionada en el formula-
rio, para determinar si usted reúne los correspondientes requisitos de parti-
cipación y para calcular el grado de necesidad que usted tenga con respecto 
a dicha ayuda. Por lo tanto, pondremos esta información a disposición de 
todas las instituciones educativas que usted señale en las preguntas 103a a 
la 103h y también de los pertinentes organismos estatales, tanto los del es-
tado de donde usted es residente como los del estado donde se encuentran 
las instituciones señaladas en las preguntas 103a a la 103h.

Si usted solicita ayuda federal solamente, deberá responder a todas las pre-
guntas, indicadas a continuación, que correspondan a su situación: 1-9, 14-
16, 18, 21-23, 26, 28-29, 32-37, 39-59, 61-68, 70, 73-86, 88-102, 104-105. Si no 
responde a estas preguntas, no recibirá ayuda federal.

Asimismo, sin necesidad de previo consentimiento, el Departamento puede, 
al amparo de una cláusula debidamente publicada relativa al «uso normal», 
poner a disposición de otras entidades cualquier información que usted 
haya proporcionado. En virtud de esta cláusula podemos dar información 
a terceras partes que hayamos autorizado a ayudarnos a administrar los 
programas ya mencionados. También podemos ceder cualquiera de los 
datos a otros organismos federales que participan en los programas de 
cotejo electrónico de registros oficiales. Entre estos organismos figuran el 
Servicio de Impuestos Internos (IRS), la Administración del Seguro Social, el 
Sistema del Servicio Selectivo, el Departamento de Seguridad Nacional, el 
Departamento de Justicia y el Departamento de Asuntos de Veteranos. La 
información también puede darse a sus padres o cónyuge, o a congresistas, 
si usted solicita los servicios de éstos últimos para resolver dudas sobre la 
ayuda estudiantil.

En caso de que sean partes en un litigio algún organismo federal, el Depar-
tamento de Educación de EE.UU. o algún empleado del Departamento, po-
demos ceder la información pertinente al Departamento de Justicia, a los 
Tribunales o a cualquier otro organismo jurídico, siempre que dicha cesión 
de datos guarde relación con la ayuda económica y que se cumplan ciertas 
condiciones. Asimismo, podemos enviar sus datos a cualquier agencia del 
orden público, ya sea extranjera, federal, estatal o local, si los datos que us-
ted proporcione indican una posible o efectiva violación de la ley, sobre la 
cual dicha agencia tiene competencia para iniciar una investigación o para 
entablar una acción judicial. Finalmente, les podemos dar a las agencias de 
informes crediticios cualquier información sobre las demandas de pago que 
determinemos ser legítimas y vencidas. Esta información incluye los datos 
identificativos de los correspondientes registros; la cantidad, estado e his-
torial de la demanda, y el programa según el cual dicha demanda se originó.

Certificación estatal 
Al presentar este formulario de solicitud, usted autoriza al organismo en-
cargado de la concesión de ayuda económica en su estado a verificar cual-
quier dato incluido en el mismo y a obtener la información tributaria de toda 
persona a la que corresponda declarar información sobre los ingresos en el 
formulario.

Ley de Reducción de Trámites de 1995
Según lo dispuesto en la Ley de Reducción de Trámites de 1995, ninguna 
persona estará en la obligación de responder a un instrumento de recolección 
de datos que no exhiba un número de control vigente emitido por la Oficina 
de Administración y Presupuesto (OMB). Para efectos del presente formulario, 
dicho número es 1845-0001. Se calcula que una persona del público en 
general necesitará un promedio de una hora y media para llenar el presente 
instrumento de recolección de datos, o sea, para leer las instrucciones, buscar 
la información en los documentos correspondientes, reunir y mantener los 
datos necesarios, consignarlos en el instrumento y revisar todo el conjunto. 
La obligación de responder a este instrumento es voluntaria. Si tiene alguna 
observación o inquietud con respecto al estado de tramitación de su 
formulario, escriba  directamente a la siguiente dirección: Federal Student Aid 
Information Center, P.O. Box 84, Washington, DC 20044. (Nota: No devuelva a 
esta dirección el presente formulario con los datos completos.)

Es posible que le pidamos más información para agilizar la tramitación de su 
solicitud. Reuniremos más información sólo cuando sea necesario hacerlo y 
mediante participación voluntaria.

¿Qué es la FAFSA®? La Ley de Confidencialidad de Información  
y el uso del número de Seguro Social

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/es
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/es_ES/index.htm
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Primer paso (estudiante): En las preguntas 1-31, deje en blanco todas las que no correspondan a su situación (o sea, del estudiante). 

El Primer paso CONTINÚA en la página 4.

OMB # 1845-0001
Nombre completo (tal cual se escribe en su tarjeta de Seguro Social). Si hay algún sufijo (como Jr., hijo , padre, II o IV), deje un espacio entre el mismo y el apellido.

1. Apellido 3. Inicial del 
2.do nombre

2. Nombre

Dirección postal habitual

4. Número y calle 
(incluya el número 
de apartamento)

5. Ciudad (y país, si 
no es EE.UU.)

6. Estado 7. Código 
postal

10. Número de teléfono8. Número de Seguro Social  Vea la página 9.  MES DÍA AÑO9. Fecha de 
nacimiento

12. Estado que expidió 
la licencia

11. Número de licencia 
de conducir

Licencia de conducir (si tiene alguna) y el estado que la expidió.

13. Dirección de correo electrónico. Si proporciona su dirección de correo electrónico, nos comunicaremos con usted electrónicamente. Por ejemplo, una vez que se haya dado 
trámite a su FAFSA, se le informará por correo electrónico. Su dirección electrónica también se pondrá a disposición de su estado y de las instituciones educativas señaladas en la  
FAFSA, para que puedan comunicarse con usted. Si usted no tiene una dirección de correo electrónico, deje este campo en blanco.

15. Número de registro de extranjerosSí, soy ciudadano (o persona nacional) de EE.UU. Pase a la pregunta 16. . . . . .

No, pero soy extranjero con derecho. Conteste la pregunta 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

No, no soy ciudadano ni extranjero con derecho. Pase a la pregunta 16.  . . . .

14. ¿Es usted ciudadano 
de EE.UU.? (Rellene sólo 
uno de los círculos.)
Vea la página 9.

1

2

3

 MES AÑOSoltero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Casado en primeras o nuevas nupcias

Separado . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Divorciado o viudo  . . .

16. A la fecha, ¿cuál 
es su estado civil?
Vea la página 9.

1 3

2 4

17. Mes y año en que usted se 
casó, se separó, se divorció 
o enviudó    Vea la página 9.

ESTADO  Sí

 No

 MES AÑO1

2

19. ¿Se hizo residente de
este estado antes del 
1 de enero del 2014?

18. ¿En cuál estado del país 
tiene su residencia o 
domicilio habitual?

20. De haber respondido «No» a la pregunta 
19, indique el mes y año en que se hizo 
residente del estado.

Inscríbame
22. Si es mujer, pase a la pregunta 23. Para poder obtener ayuda federal, la mayoría de los varones

deberán inscribirse ante el Sistema del Servicio Selectivo. Si usted es varón, tiene entre 18 y 25
años de edad y aún no está inscrito, rellene el círculo, y lo inscribiremos. Vea la página 9.

Hombre

   Mujer

21. ¿Es usted hombre    
o mujer?
Vea la página 9.

 No

 Sí

23. ¿A usted se le ha declarado culpable de la posesión o la venta de drogas ilegales, a causa de una infracción cometida mientras recibía 
ayuda federal para los estudios superiores (becas, estudio y trabajo, y préstamos)?
Si nunca ha recibido ayuda federal para los estudios superiores o si nunca ha recibido condena por infracciones relacionadas con drogas y cometidas 
mientras recibía ayuda federal, conteste «No». Si tiene condena por alguna infracción relacionada con drogas que cometió mientras recibía ayuda 
federal para los estudios, conteste «Sí», y llene y presente la solicitud. Le enviaremos por correo una hoja de trabajo que le ayude a determinar si la 
infracción afectará su derecho a recibir ayuda económica. Para recibir orientación sobre cómo responder a esta pregunta, llame al 1-800-433-3243.

Medio/Intermedio (grados 6 a 8) Secundario (grados 9 a 12) Postsecundario Otro/desconocido

Medio/Intermedio (grados 6 a 8) Secundario (grados 9 a 12) Postsecundario Otro/desconocido

24. Máximo nivel de estudios del padre/madre 1

25. Máximo nivel de estudios del padre/madre 2

Algunos estados e instituciones de educación superior ofrecen ayuda económica según el nivel académico alcanzado por los padres del solicitante.
1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

1

3

1

Diploma de secundaria. Conteste la pregunta 27.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Programa de enseñanza secundaria en el hogar. Pase a la pregunta 28. . .

Cert. de equivalencia GED o emitido por el estado. Pase a la pregunta 28.  Ninguno de los anteriores. Pase a la pregunta 28.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

26. Al comenzar los estudios superiores en el curso académico 2019-2020, ¿cuál será su situación en cuanto al estado y modo de finalización de la escuela 
secundaria (grados 9 a 12)?

1 3

2  4

1

2
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Sí No No sé

IRS 1040 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IRS 1040A o 1040EZ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Declaración extranjera. Vea la página 9.

Declaración de impuestos de Puerto Rico u 
otro territorio de EE.UU., o de los estados  
libres asociados. Vea la página 9. . . . . . . . .

Ya preparé mi declaración. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

La presentaré pero aún no la he preparado.  . . . . . . . . . .

No la voy a presentar. Pase a la pregunta 39. . . . . . . . . .

 Sí No No sé

1.er título universitario de cuatro años  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2.do título universitario de cuatro años . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Grado asociado (dos años): formación profesional o técnica  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Grado asociado (dos años): estudios generales o de convalidación. . . . . . . . .

Diploma o certificado: programa de formación profesional, técnica o  
académica que dura menos de dos años . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Diploma o certificado: programa de formación profesional, técnica o  
académica que dura dos años o más . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Certificación docente (programa no conducente a título) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Título de posgrado  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Otro / indeciso. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1.er año de pregrado, sin estudios superiores anteriores . . . . . . . . . .

1.er año de pregrado, con estudios superiores anteriores . . . . . . . . .

2.do año de pregrado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3.er año de pregrado  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4.to año de pregrado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5.to año (o superior) de pregrado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1.er año de posgrado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2.do año (o superior) de posgrado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 Sí No

Página 4  Para mayor información: 1-800-433-3243

CONTINUACIÓN del Primer paso (página 3)

Segundo paso (estudiante):
Conteste las preguntas 32-58 dando información sobre sí mismo (o sea, el estudiante). En caso de estar 
soltero, separado, divorciado o viudo actualmente (y no haberse vuelto a casar), sólo proporcione 
información sobre sí mismo. Si está casado actualmente, incluya la información sobre su cónyuge.

En las preguntas 36-45, si la respuesta es cero o la pregunta no corresponde a su situación, escriba «0». Redondee los valores al dólar entero más cercano (sin centavos).

El Segundo paso CONTINÚA en la página 5.

1 2

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1 2 3

1 2 3

27. ¿Cuál es el nombre de la escuela secundaria (grados 9 a 12) donde obtuvo u 
obtendrá su diploma de estudios secundarios? Escriba el nombre de la escuela 
y la ciudad y estado donde se ubica.

28. ¿Va a tener su primer título universitario de cuatro años 
(bachelor’s degree) antes de comenzar sus estudios en el curso 
2019-2020?
Nota: Para los efectos prácticos, el equivalente más cercano en el mundo 
hispanohablante es la licenciatura (o «bachillerato» en Puerto Rico).

29. Al comienzo del curso 2019-2020, ¿cuál será su nivel de estudios 
superiores? («Pregrado» se refiere a los estudios universitarios, profesionales y técnicos.)

31. ¿Le interesa ser considerado para el programa de estudio y trabajo? 

32. ¿Ha preparado usted (el estudiante) una declaración 
de impuestos sobre los ingresos del 2017 emitida por 
el IRS, u otra declaración indicada en la pregunta 33?

33. ¿Qué tipo de declaración de impuestos
del 2017 presentó o presentará?

35. Si presentó (o presentará) el formulario 1040, ¿también reunía (o reúne) los requisitos para presentar 
 el 1040A o 1040EZ? Vea la página 9.

30. Al comienzo del curso 2019-2020, ¿a qué título o certificado conducirán 
sus estudios?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

 

 

Escuela Estado

Ciudad

Soltero  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Cabeza de familia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Casado: presentación conjunta  . . . . . . . . . .

Casado: presentación por separado . . . . . .

Viudo calificado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

No sé. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1

4

2

3

5

6

34. ¿Cuál es o será su estado civil para efectos
de la declaración de impuestos del 2017?

39. ¿Cuánto ganó usted por su trabajo en el 2017?

40. ¿Cuánto ganó su cónyuge por su trabajo en el 2017?

41. A la fecha, ¿cuál es el saldo de efectivo, ahorros y cuentas corrientes que tiene usted (y su cónyuge)? No incluya la 
ayuda estudiantil.

42. A la fecha, ¿cuál es el valor neto de las inversiones que tiene usted (y su cónyuge)? Incluya los bienes raíces. No incluya 
su domicilio habitual. Vea la página 9.

43. A la fecha, ¿cuál es el valor neto de los negocios o fincas agrícolas con fines de inversión que tiene usted (y su 
cónyuge)? No incluya el valor de ninguna finca o empresa familiar con no más de 100 empleados a tiempo completo 
o equivalentes a tiempo completo. Vea la página 9.

36. ¿Cuál fue su ingreso bruto ajustado (y el de su cónyuge) en el 2017? Esta cantidad se encuentra en los siguientes 
formularios del IRS: 1040 (renglón 37); 1040A (renglón 21) o 1040EZ (renglón 4).

37. Escriba la cantidad del impuesto sobre sus ingresos del 2017 (y sobre los de su cónyuge). Esta cantidad se encuentra 
en los siguientes formularios del IRS: 1040 (renglón 56 menos renglón 46); 1040A (renglón 28 menos renglón 36) o 
1040EZ (renglón 10).

38. Escriba el número de exenciones que usted (y su cónyuge) indicó en la declaración del 2017. Las exenciones se 
encuentran en el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 6d) o en el 1040A (renglón 6d). Si se utilizó el 1040EZ, vea la página 9.
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Las preguntas 39 y 40 piden información sobre los ingresos obtenidos por el trabajo (salarios, sueldos, propinas, etc.) en el 2017. Conteste las preguntas si se ha presentado 
o no declaración de impuestos. Este dato puede encontrarse en los formularios W-2 o en el formulario del IRS elegido en la pregunta 33: 1040 (suma de los renglones 7, 
12 y 18 y la casilla 14 [código A] del Anexo K-1 [Formulario 1065]); 1040A (renglón 7) o 1040EZ (renglón 1). Si alguna de las partidas es negativa, no la incluya en el cálculo.



 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

 Sí No

46. ¿Nació antes del 1 de enero de 1996? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
47. ¿Está casado actualmente? (En caso de estar separado pero no divorciado, hay que contestar «Sí».)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
48. Al comienzo del curso 2019-2020, ¿estará cursando un programa de maestría o de doctorado (p. ej., MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, certificado 

de posgrado, etc.)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
49. ¿Presta servicio activo actualmente en las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU., para fines ajenos al entrenamiento? Vea la página 9.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
50. ¿Es veterano de las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU.? Vea la página 9.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
51. ¿Tiene o tendrá hijos a los que proporcionará más de la mitad del sustento, entre el 1 de julio del 2019 y el 30 de junio del 2020? . . . . . . . . . . . .
52. ¿Tiene a su cargo personas (aparte de sus hijos y su cónyuge) que viven con usted y a las que proporcionará más de la mitad del sustento, 

entre hoy y el 30 de junio del 2020? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
53. En cualquier momento desde que usted cumplió 13 años de edad, ¿era huérfano de ambos padres, o estaba bajo cuidado de crianza temporal 

o bajo la tutela de los Tribunales? Vea la página 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
54. Según la determinación de un tribunal ubicado en el estado de donde es residente, ¿es o era menor de edad emancipado? Vea la página 10.
55. Según la determinación de un tribunal ubicado en el estado de donde es residente, ¿se encuentra bajo tutela legal de una persona que no sean sus 

padres o padrastros? Vea la página 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
56. En cualquier momento a partir del 1 de julio del 2018, ¿determinó su escuela secundaria (high school), o la persona de enlace entre el distrito 

escolar y los que carecen de hogar, que usted era un joven no acompañado sin hogar o que se mantenía con recursos propios y estaba en 
riesgo de quedarse sin hogar? Vea la página 10.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

57. En cualquier momento a partir del 1 de julio del 2018, ¿determinó el director de un programa de refugios de emergencia o de viviendas de transición 
financiado por el Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano de EE.UU. que usted era un joven no acompañado sin hogar o que se mantenía con 
recursos propios y estaba en riesgo de quedarse sin hogar? Vea la página 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

58. En cualquier momento a partir del 1 de julio del 2018, ¿determinó el director de un programa de viviendas de transición, o de un centro básico 
de acogida para jóvenes sin hogar o que huyen del hogar, que usted era un joven no acompañado sin hogar o que se mantenía con recursos 
propios y estaba en riesgo de quedarse sin hogar? Vea la página 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Página 5 

CONTINUACIÓN del Segundo paso (página 4)

Para mayor información: StudentAid.gov/llenarfafsa

a. Créditos tributarios por gastos educativos (American Opportunity y Lifetime Learning), según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 50) o el 
1040A (renglón 33).

b. Manutención pagada a favor de los hijos menores, a causa de separación, divorcio u orden legal. No incluya el sustento para los hijos que 
integren el hogar de usted, según indicados en la pregunta 95.

c. Ingresos sujetos a impuesto que se obtienen de programas que otorgan empleos según la necesidad económica del beneficiario (p. ej., 
el Programa Federal de Estudio y Trabajo, y aquellos ingresos obtenidos de programas de ayudantías y de becas de investigación que 
también se calculen según la necesidad económica).

d. Parte tributable de becas de estudios superiores declaradas al IRS como ingresos. Se incluyen los subsidios de AmeriCorps (concesiones 
monetarias, asignaciones para cubrir los gastos de manutención y el pago de intereses acumulados), así como las partes no reembolsables 
de becas de investigación y de ayudantías.

e. Paga por combate o paga extraordinaria por combate. Sólo escriba la cantidad tributable que haya formado parte de su ingreso bruto 
ajustado. No incluya la paga por combate no tributable.

f. Ingresos por el trabajo en programas de educación cooperativa brindados por instituciones educativas.

44. Otra información económica del 2017: estudiante (Escriba la suma total que corresponda a usted y su cónyuge.)

a. Aportaciones a planes de pensión y de jubilación con impuestos diferidos (ya sean efectuadas directamente por el titular o retenidas de 
sus ingresos), incluidas, sin carácter limitativo, las cantidades indicadas en el formulario W-2 (casillas 12a a la 12d, códigos D, E, F, G, H y S). 
No incluya ningún monto marcado con el código DD (aportaciones hechas por empleadores a los beneficios de salud para empleados).

b. Aportaciones deducibles hechas a cuentas personales de jubilación y a planes de jubilación para personas empleadas por cuenta propia 
(SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh y otros planes aprobados), según el formulario del IRS 1040 (suma de los renglones 28 y 32) o el 1040A (renglón 17).

c. Manutención recibida a favor de cualquiera de los hijos menores. No incluya los pagos por cuidado de crianza temporal ni los pagos de 
asistencia por adopción.

d. Ingreso por intereses exento de impuestos, según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 8b) o el 1040A (renglón 8b).

e. Parte no tributable de distribuciones de cuentas personales de jubilación, según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 15a menos 15b) o el 
1040A (renglón 11a menos 11b). Excluya las reinversiones. Si la cantidad es negativa, escriba un cero.

f. Parte no tributable de distribuciones de pensiones de jubilación, según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 16a menos 16b) o el 1040A 
(renglón 12a menos 12b). Excluya las reinversiones. Si la cantidad es negativa, escriba un cero.

g. Asignaciones para alojamiento, comida y otros gastos de manutención, pagadas a militares, clérigos y otros (incluidos los pagos en efectivo y el valor 
monetario de las prestaciones). No incluya el valor de alojamiento en la base militar ni el valor de asignaciones básicas para el alojamiento de militares.

h. Asistencia no educativa para veteranos, como Discapacidad, Pensión por Fallecimiento o Compensación de Dependencia e Indemnización 
(DIC), o los subsidios educativos del Programa de Estudio y Trabajo del Departamento de Asuntos de Veteranos.

i. Otros ingresos no tributables que no se hayan declarado en las partidas 45a a 45h, como la compensación del seguro obrero, la indemnización 
por discapacidad, etc. También incluya la parte no tributable de cuentas de ahorros para gastos médicos, según el formulario del IRS 1040 
(renglón 25). No incluya lo siguiente: beneficios por cuidado de crianza temporal extendido; ayuda estudiantil; crédito por ingreso del trabajo; 
crédito tributario adicional por hijos; asistencia social; beneficios no tributables del Seguro Social; Ingreso Suplementario de Seguridad; 
asistencia educativa recibida al amparo de la Ley de Innovación y Oportunidad para la Fuerza Laboral (Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act); 
alojamiento en la base militar o asignaciones para el alojamiento de militares; paga por combate; beneficios de arreglos especiales para gastos 
(p. ej., los planes tipo «cafetería»); exclusión de ingresos obtenidos en el extranjero o crédito por impuesto federal a los combustibles especiales.

j.  Dinero en efectivo recibido, o dinero pagado en su nombre (p. ej., las cuentas de servicios públicos), que no se haya declarado en ninguna otra 
parte del presente formulario. Incluya cualquier dinero que haya recibido por parte del padre, de la madre o de otra persona cuya información 
económica no se incluyó en el presente formulario, y que no sea parte de un acuerdo de manutención para los hijos. Vea la página 9.
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45. Ingresos no tributables del 2017: estudiante (Escriba la suma total que corresponda a usted y su cónyuge.)

Tercer paso (estudiante): Conteste todas las preguntas de este paso para determinar si necesita proporcionar la información de sus padres.  
Si responde «Sí» a cualquiera de las preguntas del Tercer paso, omita el Cuarto paso y pase al Quinto, en la página 8.
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El formulario CONTINÚA en la página 6.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/es/resources#complete


Para mayor información: 1-800-433-3243 Página 6

Cuarto paso (padres): Llene esta sección si usted (el estudiante) respondió «No» a todas las preguntas del Tercer paso.
En el Cuarto paso, conteste todas las preguntas, aunque usted no viva con sus padres legales. «Padres legales» se refiere a los padres biológicos o adoptivos, y a las personas denominadas como 
el padre o la madre, según la determinación del estado (como por ejemplo, cuando una persona figura como el padre o la madre en el acta de nacimiento). A los abuelos, a los padres de crianza 
temporal, a los tutores legales, a los padrastros viudos y a los tíos y a los hermanos no se les considera padres para efectos del presente formulario, a menos que lo hayan adoptado legalmente. 
Si sus padres legales están casados el uno con el otro, o si conviven en pareja sin casarse, conteste las preguntas dando información sobre los dos. Si su padre o su madre nunca se casó, o si está 
viudo, divorciado, separado o casado en nuevas nupcias, consulte las indicaciones en StudentAid.gov/padres-fafsa o en la página 10.

El Cuarto paso CONTINÚA en la página 7.

Si usted (el estudiante) respondió «No» a cada pregunta del Tercer paso, pase al Cuarto. 
Si respondió «Sí» a cualquiera de las preguntas del Tercer paso, omita el Cuarto paso y pase al Quinto, en la página 8.

(Atención estudiantes de derecho y de ciencias de la salud: Es posible que su institución educativa le pida que conteste las  
preguntas del Cuarto paso, aunque usted haya contestado «Sí» a alguna de las preguntas del Tercer paso.) 

Si considera que no puede proporcionar la información de sus padres, vea la página 10.

 MES AÑO60. Mes y año en que sus padres 
se casaron, se separaron, se 
divorciaron o enviudaron.

Casados en primeras o nuevas nupcias. . . . . . .

Divorciados o separados. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Viudo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Las preguntas 61-64 corresponden al padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 1
61. NÚMERO DE SEGURO SOCIAL 62. APELLIDO 63. INICIAL DEL NOMBRE 64. FECHA DE NACIMIENTO

Las preguntas 65-68 corresponden al padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 2
65. NÚMERO DE SEGURO SOCIAL 66. APELLIDO 67. INICIAL DEL NOMBRE 68. FECHA DE NACIMIENTO

¿Cuál es el número de Seguro Social, nombre y fecha de nacimiento de cada uno de los padres cuya información se incluye en el presente formulario?
Si alguno de sus padres no tiene número de Seguro Social, escriba «000-00-0000». Si se incluye algún sufijo en la tarjeta de Seguro Social (como Jr., hijo , padre, II o IV), 
deje un espacio entre el mismo y el apellido. Utilice dos dígitos para indicar tanto el día como el mes (p. ej., para el 31 de mayo, use 05 31).

69. Dirección de correo electrónico de sus padres. Si proporciona la dirección electrónica de sus padres, les informaremos de la tramitación de la FAFSA. La  
dirección se enviará al estado de donde usted es residente y a las instituciones educativas señaladas en la FAFSA, para que puedan comunicarse con sus padres.

 MES AÑO
72. De haber respondido «No» a la pregunta 

71, escriba el mes y el año en que se hizo 
residente la persona (padre o madre) que 
haya vivido más tiempo en ese estado.

 Sí

 No

71. ¿Se hicieron sus padres 
residentes del estado 
antes del 1 de enero 
del 2014?

ESTADO70. ¿En cuál estado 
del país tienen sus 
padres su residencia o 
domicilio habitual?

73. ¿Cuántas personas integran el hogar de sus padres?  Incluya en la respuesta las siguientes personas:
• 
 
 

 

usted, aun cuando no viva con sus padres;
• sus padres;
• los otros hijos de sus padres (aunque no vivan con éstos), si (a) los padres les darán más de la mitad del sustento entre el 1 de julio del 2019 y el 

30 de junio del 2020, o si (b) esos hijos podrían responder «No» a cada pregunta del Tercer paso, en la página 5, y también
• otras personas que vivan actualmente con los padres de usted, si éstos les dan más de la mitad del sustento y seguirán haciéndolo entre el 1 de 

julio del 2019 y el 30 de junio del 2020.

1

2

74. De todas las personas que integran el hogar de sus padres (según se calculó en la pregunta 73), ¿cuántas cursarán estudios superiores 
entre el 1 de julio del 2019 y el 30 de junio del 2020?  Usted siempre debe incluirse a sí mismo como estudiante de educación superior. No incluya a 
sus padres. Tampoco incluya a los hermanos que estudien en las academias militares de los EE.UU. Puede incluir otras personas sólo si cursarán estudios, 
con una dedicación mínima de medio tiempo, durante el curso 2019-2020, en un programa conducente a un certificado o título de educación superior.

75. Medicaid o el Programa de 
Ingreso Suplementario de 
Seguridad (SSI)

76. Programa de 
Asistencia de Nutrición 
Suplementaria (SNAP)

77. Programa de Almuerzos 
Escolares Gratuitos o de 
Precio Reducido

78. Programa de Ayuda 
Temporal para Familias 
Necesitadas (TANF)

79. Programa Especial de Nutrición 
Suplementaria para Mujeres, 
Bebés y Niños (WIC)

En algún momento del 2017 o 2018, ¿recibieron usted, sus padres u otras personas del hogar de ellos (según se calculó en la pregunta 73) asistencia de 
alguno de los programas federales indicados a continuación? Marque todos los programas que correspondan. El contestar estas preguntas no afectará su derecho 
a recibir ayuda estudiantil o estos otros tipos de asistencia. En muchos estados se les conoce por otro nombre al Programa TANF. Si desea confirmar el nombre de este 
programa, llame al 1-800-433-3243. Si usted, sus padres u otras personas del hogar de ellos reciben asistencia de alguno de estos programas entre la fecha de presentación 
de la FAFSA y el 31 de diciembre del 2018, deberá corregir su respuesta. Para hacerlo, inicie sesión en fafsa.gov y elija «Corregir la FAFSA».

 Sí
 No
 No sé

 Sí
 No

No sé

83. Si sus padres presentaron (o presentarán) el formulario 
1040, ¿también reunían (o reúnen) los requisitos para 
presentar el 1040A o 1040EZ? Vea la página 9.  

84. A la fecha, ¿es alguno de sus padres trabajador 
desplazado? Vea la página 10.

1

2

3

1

2

3

Nunca se ha casado  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ambos padres legales conviven 
en pareja sin casarse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

59. A la fecha, ¿cuál es el estado civil de sus padres?
1

3

4

2

5

Si su respuesta a la pregunta 59 fue «Ambos padres legales conviven en pareja sin casarse», llame al 1-800-433-3243 y recibirá orientación sobre cómo contestar las preguntas 80-94.

IRS 1040  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IRS 1040A o 1040EZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Declaración extranjera. Vea la página 9.

Declaración de impuestos de Puerto Rico u  
otro territorio de EE.UU., o de los estados  
libres asociados. Vea la página 9.  .  . . . . . .

Ya prepararon su declaración. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

La presentarán pero aún no la han preparado.. . . . 

No la van a presentar. Pase a la pregunta 88. . . . . .

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

80. ¿Han preparado sus padres una declaración de 
impuestos sobre los ingresos del 2017 emitida por el 
IRS, u otra declaración indicada en la pregunta 81?

81. ¿Qué tipo de declaración de impuestos 
  del 2017 presentaron o presentarán 
  sus padres?

Soltero. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cabeza de familia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Casado: presentación conjunta. . . . . . . . . . . 
Casado: presentación por separado .  . . . . .
Viudo calificado .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
No sé . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1

4

2

3

5

6

82. ¿Cuál es o será el estado civil de sus  
 padres para efectos de la declaración de  
 impuestos del 2017?

,

,

 

 

 

– –

– –
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85. ¿Cuál fue el ingreso bruto ajustado de sus padres en el 2017? Esta cantidad se encuentra en los siguientes formularios
del IRS: 1040 (renglón 37); 1040A (renglón 21) o 1040EZ (renglón 4).

86. Escriba la cantidad del impuesto sobre los ingresos obtenidos por sus padres en el 2017. Esta cantidad se encuentra en
los siguientes formularios del IRS: 1040 (renglón 56 menos renglón 46); 1040A (renglón 28 menos renglón 36) o 1040EZ
(renglón 10).

87. Escriba el número de exenciones que sus padres indicaron en la declaración del 2017. Las exenciones se encuentran en 
el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 6d) o en el 1040A (renglón 6d). Si se utilizó el 1040EZ, vea la página 9.

Página 7    Para mayor información: StudentAid.gov/llenarfafsa 

En las preguntas 85-94, si la respuesta es cero o la pregunta no corresponde a la situación de sus padres, escriba «0».
Redondee los valores al dólar entero más cercano (sin centavos).

CONTINUACIÓN del Cuarto paso (página 6)

a. Aportaciones a planes de pensión y de jubilación con impuestos diferidos (ya sean efectuadas directamente por el titular o retenidas de 
sus ingresos), incluidas, sin carácter limitativo, las cantidades indicadas en el formulario W-2 (casillas 12a a la 12d, códigos D, E, F, G, H y S). 
No incluya ningún monto marcado con el código DD (aportaciones hechas por empleadores a los beneficios de salud para empleados).

b. Aportaciones deducibles hechas a cuentas personales de jubilación y a planes de jubilación para personas empleadas por cuenta propia 
(SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh y otros planes aprobados), según el formulario del IRS 1040 (suma de los renglones 28 y 32) o el 1040A (renglón 17).

c. Manutención recibida a favor de cualquiera de los hijos menores de sus padres. No incluya los pagos por cuidado de crianza temporal ni 
los pagos de asistencia por adopción.

d. Ingreso por intereses exento de impuestos, según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 8b) o el 1040A (renglón 8b).

e. Parte no tributable de distribuciones de cuentas personales de jubilación, según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 15a menos 15b) o el 
1040A (renglón 11a menos 11b). Excluya las reinversiones. Si la cantidad es negativa, escriba un cero.

f. Parte no tributable de distribuciones de pensiones de jubilación, según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 16a menos 16b) o el 1040A
(renglón 12a menos 12b). Excluya las reinversiones. Si la cantidad es negativa, escriba un cero.

g. Asignaciones para alojamiento, comida y otros gastos de manutención, pagadas a militares, clérigos y otros (incluidos los pagos en efectivo y el 
valor monetario de las prestaciones). No incluya el valor de alojamiento en la base militar ni el valor de asignaciones básicas para el alojamiento 
de militares.

h. Asistencia no educativa para veteranos, como Discapacidad, Pensión por Fallecimiento o Compensación de Dependencia e Indemnización 
(DIC), o los subsidios educativos del Programa de Estudio y Trabajo del Departamento de Asuntos de Veteranos.

i. Otros ingresos no tributables que no se hayan declarado en las partidas 94a a 94h, como la compensación del seguro obrero, la indemnización 
por discapacidad, etc. También incluya la parte no tributable de cuentas de ahorros para gastos médicos, según el formulario del IRS 1040
(renglón 25). No incluya lo siguiente: beneficios por cuidado de crianza temporal extendido; ayuda estudiantil; crédito por ingreso del trabajo;
crédito tributario adicional por hijos; asistencia social; beneficios no tributables del Seguro Social; Ingreso Suplementario de Seguridad; asistencia 
educativa recibida al amparo de la Ley de Innovación y Oportunidad para la Fuerza Laboral (Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act); alojamiento
en la base militar o asignaciones para el alojamiento de militares; paga por combate; beneficios de arreglos especiales para gastos (p. ej., los planes 
tipo «cafetería»); exclusión de ingresos obtenidos en el extranjero o crédito por impuesto federal a los combustibles especiales.

a. Créditos tributarios por gastos educativos (American Opportunity y Lifetime Learning), según el formulario del IRS 1040 (renglón 50) o el
1040A (renglón 33).

b. Manutención pagada a favor de los hijos menores, a causa de separación, divorcio u orden legal. No incluya el sustento para los hijos que 
integren el hogar de sus padres, según indicados en la pregunta 73.

c. Ingresos sujetos a impuesto que sus padres obtuvieron de programas que otorgan empleos según la necesidad económica del beneficiario 
(p. ej., el Programa Federal de Estudio y Trabajo, y aquellos ingresos obtenidos de programas de ayudantías y de becas de investigación que 
también se calculen según la necesidad económica).

d. Parte tributable de becas de estudios superiores declaradas al IRS como ingresos. Se incluyen los subsidios de AmeriCorps (concesiones 
monetarias, asignaciones para cubrir los gastos de manutención y el pago de intereses acumulados), así como las partes no reembolsables 
de becas de investigación y de ayudantías.

e. Paga por combate o paga extraordinaria por combate. Sólo escriba la cantidad tributable que haya formado parte del ingreso bruto
ajustado de sus padres. No incluya la paga por combate no tributable.

f. Ingresos por el trabajo en programas de educación cooperativa brindados por instituciones educativas.

90. A la fecha, ¿cuál es el saldo de efectivo, ahorros y cuentas corrientes que tienen sus padres? No incluya la ayuda estudiantil.

91. A la fecha, ¿cuál es el valor neto de las inversiones de sus padres? Incluya los bienes raíces. No incluya el domicilio
habitual de sus padres. Vea la página 9.

92. A la fecha, ¿cuál es el valor neto de los negocios o fincas agrícolas con fines de inversión que tienen sus padres? No 
incluya el valor de ninguna finca o empresa familiar con no más de 100 empleados a tiempo completo o equivalentes
a tiempo completo. Vea la página 9.

88. En el 2017, ¿cuánto ganó por su trabajo el padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 1?

89. En el 2017, ¿cuánto ganó por su trabajo el padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 2?

Las preguntas 88 y 89 piden información sobre los ingresos obtenidos por el trabajo (salarios, sueldos, propinas, etc.) en el 2017. Conteste las preguntas si se ha presentado 
o no declaración de impuestos. Este dato puede encontrarse en los formularios W-2 o en el formulario del IRS elegido en la pregunta 81: 1040 (suma de los renglones 7, 12 y 
18 y la casilla 14 [código A] del Anexo K-1 [Formulario 1065]); 1040A (renglón 7) o 1040EZ (renglón 1). Si alguna de las partidas es negativa, no la incluya en el cálculo. En la
pregunta 88, escriba los ingresos de la persona que figura en las preguntas 61 a 64, y en la 89, los de la persona que consta en las 65 a 68.

 93. Otra información económica del 2017: padres (Escriba la suma total que corresponda a sus padres.)

94. Ingresos no tributables del 2017: padres (Escriba la suma total que corresponda a sus padres.)
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El formulario CONTINÚA en la página 8.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/es/resources#complete


MES DÍA 2018
 2019 
 2020 

MODO DE ALOJAMIENTO

103.a 1.er CÓDIGO FEDERAL

O
INSTITUCIÓN  
EDUCATIVA

DIRECCIÓN Y  
CIUDAD

ESTADO 103.b en el recinto

con los padres

fuera del recinto

103.c 2.do CÓDIGO FEDERAL

O
INSTITUCIÓN  
EDUCATIVA

DIRECCIÓN Y  
CIUDAD

ESTADO 103.d en el recinto

con los padres

fuera del recinto

103.e 3.er CÓDIGO FEDERAL

O
INSTITUCIÓN  
EDUCATIVA

DIRECCIÓN Y  
CIUDAD

ESTADO 103.f en el recinto

con los padres

fuera del recinto

103.g 4.to CÓDIGO FEDERAL

O
INSTITUCIÓN  
EDUCATIVA

DIRECCIÓN Y  
CIUDAD

ESTADO 103.h en el recinto

con los padres

fuera del recinto

Página 8  Para mayor información: 1-800-433-3243

Quinto paso (estudiante): Llene esta sección sólo si usted (el estudiante) respondió «Sí» a alguna de las preguntas del Tercer paso.

Sexto paso (estudiante): Indique las instituciones de educación superior que deben recibir los datos de la solicitud.

1

2

3

1

2

3

1

2

3

1

2

3

Séptimo paso (estudiante y padres): Después de leer lo siguiente, firme en la casilla correspondiente e indique la fecha.

Si a otra persona se le pagó una comisión por 
llenar el formulario o asesorar sobre cómo 
hacerlo, esa persona («preparador») debe llenar 
esta sección.

Nombre, empresa y dirección del preparador

106. Número de Seguro Social del preparador (o 107)

107. Número de identificación patronal (o 106)

108. Firma del preparador y fecha

1

PARA USO EXCLUSIVO DE LA 
INSTITUCIÓN EDUCATIVA

CÓDIGO FEDERAL

D/O Clasificación como 
joven sin hogar

Firma del administrador de ayuda económica

1

PARA USO EXCLUSIVO 
DEL PERSONAL DE 
ENTRADA DE DATOS

                 P                       *                       L                       E

Si usted es el alumno, al firmar la presente solicitud, certifica lo siguiente: (1) que utilizará la ayuda económica 
estudiantil, ya sea federal o estatal, sólo para pagar el costo de estudiar en una institución de enseñanza superior; (2) 
que no se encuentra en incumplimiento de pago de ningún préstamo educativo federal o, de estarlo, que ha convenido 
en pagar dicha obligación de manera satisfactoria; (3) que no adeuda dinero por el pago en exceso de una beca de 
estudios federal o, de hacerlo, que ha convenido en pagarlo de manera satisfactoria; (4) que le informará a su institución 
educativa en caso de incurrir en incumplimiento de pago de un préstamo educativo federal y (5) que no recibirá más de 
una Beca Federal Pell para pagar el costo de estudiar en más de una institución durante un mismo período.
Si usted es el padre, la madre o el estudiante, al firmar esta solicitud, certifica que toda la información proporcionada 
es verdadera y completa a su leal saber y entender y, si se le solicita, acepta proporcionar documentación que acredite 
la exactitud de los datos del presente formulario. Esta documentación puede incluir las planillas de declaración de 
impuestos federales o estatales que los firmantes han presentado o deberán presentar. Asimismo, usted entiende 
y acepta que el secretario de Educación tiene la autoridad para comprobar que los datos contenidos en 
este formulario coinciden con los registros del Servicio de Impuestos Internos (IRS) y de otros organismos 
federales. Si usted firma electrónicamente algún documento relacionado con los programas de ayuda federal para 
los estudios superiores y, para hacerlo, utiliza una credencial FSA ID (nombre de usuario y contraseña), o cualquier 
otra credencial, certifica ser la persona identificada por dichas credenciales y que no las ha revelado a terceros. Si 
intencionalmente proporciona información falsa o engañosa, puede quedar sujeto a una multa de hasta $20,000, al 
encarcelamiento o ambas penas.

1

2

Escriba el código federal de seis cifras que corresponda a cada institución que usted desea que reciba los datos de la FAFSA, e indique el modo previsto de alojamiento 
durante su estancia en ellas. Puede obtener los códigos en fafsa.gov o llamando al 1-800-433-3243. Si no puede obtener el código, escriba el nombre completo de la 
institución, así como la dirección, ciudad y estado donde se ubica. Si desea que otras instituciones educativas reciban los datos de la FAFSA, lea ¿Qué es la FAFSA?, en la 
página 2. Todos los datos proporcionados en la FAFSA, a excepción de la lista de instituciones educativas, se enviarán a cada institución que figura en la lista. Además, todos 
los datos de la FAFSA, incluida la lista de instituciones educativas, se enviarán al organismo estatal encargado de los programas de becas. Si solicita ayuda federal para sus 
estudios, no importa el orden en que aparezcan las instituciones. Sin embargo, el orden en que usted enumere las instituciones puede influir en sus posibilidades de recibir 
ayuda económica del estado. Para obtener más información, consulte con el organismo encargado de los programas de becas en su estado o visite StudentAid.gov/orden.

104. Fecha en que se llenó el presente formulario.

105. Firma del estudiante (Firme en la casilla.)

Firma del padre o de la madre (cuyos datos se hayan 
proporcionado en el Cuarto paso) (Firme en la casilla.)

96. De todas las personas que integran el hogar de usted (y su cónyuge) (según se calculó en la pregunta 95), ¿cuántas cursarán estudios 
superiores entre el 1 de julio del 2019 y el 30 de junio del 2020? Debe incluirse a sí mismo como estudiante de educación superior. No incluya a los 
familiares que estudien en las academias militares de los EE.UU. Incluya a otras personas sólo si cursarán estudios, con una dedicación mínima de medio 
tiempo, durante el curso 2019-2020, en un programa conducente a un certificado o título de educación superior.

95. ¿Cuántas personas integran su hogar?
Incluya en la respuesta las siguientes personas:
• 
 
 

usted (y su cónyuge);
• sus hijos (aunque no vivan con usted), si les dará más de la mitad del sustento entre el 1 de julio del 2019 y el 30 de junio del 2020, y también
• otras personas que actualmente vivan con usted, si les da más de la mitad del sustento y seguirá haciéndolo entre el 1 de julio del 2019 y el 30 de junio 

del 2020.

97. Medicaid o el Programa de
Ingreso Suplementario de
Seguridad (SSI)

 
 

98. Programa de  
Asistencia de Nutrición 
Suplementaria (SNAP)

99. Programa de Almuerzos 
Escolares Gratuitos o de 
Precio Reducido

 
100. Programa de Ayuda 

Temporal para Familias 
Necesitadas (TANF)

101. Programa Especial de Nutrición 
         Suplementaria para Mujeres, 

  Bebés y Niños (WIC)

   

En algún momento del 2017 o 2018 ¿recibieron usted, su cónyuge o cualquier otra persona de su hogar (según se calculó en la pregunta 95) asistencia de 
alguno de los programas federales indicados a continuación? Marque todos los programas que correspondan. El contestar estas preguntas no afectará su derecho 
a recibir ayuda estudiantil o estos otros tipos de asistencia. En muchos estados se les conoce por otro nombre al Programa TANF. Si desea confirmar el nombre de este 
programa, llame al 1-800-433-3243. Si usted, su cónyuge u otras personas de su hogar reciben asistencia de alguno de estos programas entre la fecha de presentación de 
la FAFSA y el 31 de diciembre del 2018, deberá corregir su respuesta. Para hacerlo, inicie sesión en fafsa.gov y elija «Corregir la FAFSA».

 Sí No No sé102. A la fecha, ¿es usted (o su cónyuge) trabajador desplazado? Vea la página 10.
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https://fafsa.ed.gov/es_ES/index.htm
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/es/fafsa/filling-out/school-list#orden
https://fafsa.ed.gov/es_ES/index.htm


Notas sobre la pregunta 8 (página 3)
Escriba su número de Seguro Social tal cual aparece en su tarjeta de Seguro Social. 
Si usted es residente de los estados libres asociados (o sea, la República de Palaos, la 
República de las Islas Marshall o los Estados Federados de Micronesia) y, al presentar 
la FAFSA anteriormente, se le asignó un número de identificación que comienza con 
«666», escriba ese número aquí. De ser solicitante nuevo de los estados libres asociados, 
escriba «666» en las tres primeras casillas y deje en blanco las otras seis, y le asignaremos 
un número de identificación para la solicitud y gestión de ayuda estudiantil federal.

Notas sobre las preguntas 14 y 15 (página 3)
Si usted es extranjero con derecho a participar en los programas federales de ayuda 
estudiantil, escriba las ocho o nueve cifras de su número de registro de extranjeros 
(Alien Registration Number). Por lo general, se considera que uno es extranjero con 
derecho a participar si: (1) es residente permanente de EE.UU. y tiene la tarjeta de 
residencia permanente (I-551); (2) es residente permanente condicional y tiene la tarjeta 
de residencia condicional (I-551C); (3) tiene constancia (I-94) del registro de su llegada 
o salida (emitida por el Departamento de Seguridad Nacional) en la que se indique
alguna de las siguientes categorías: «Refugiado», «Asilo otorgado», «Inmigrante cubano 
o haitiano», portador de visa tipo T (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) o «Admitido a prueba» (o «Parolee») 
(tratándose de esta última categoría, la I-94 es constancia de que la persona fue admitida 
a prueba por un año como mínimo y de que aún no ha vencido la correspondiente
situación inmigratoria); o (4) tiene una certificación o constancia válida de cumplimiento 
de requisitos, emitida por el Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos, que indique 
la clasificación «Víctima del tráfico de seres humanos». 
Si usted se encuentra en EE.UU. al amparo de la Acción Diferida para los Llegados en la 
Infancia (DACA, por sus siglas en inglés), de la visa de estudiante tipo F1 o F2, de la visa 
de visitante por intercambio tipo J1 o J2, o de la visa serie G (relativa a organizaciones
internacionales), elija «No, no soy ciudadano ni extranjero con derecho». No podrá
recibir ayuda federal para los estudios superiores. Si usted tiene un número de Seguro 
Social pero no es ciudadano ni extranjero con derecho a participar, o si está acogido a la
DACA, todavía debería llenar la FAFSA, ya que quizás pueda recibir ayuda del estado o 
de la institución educativa.

Notas sobre las preguntas 16 y 17 (página 3)
Indique el estado civil que tiene a la fecha de firmar la solicitud. Si cambia de estado 
civil después de firmar la FAFSA, consulte con la oficina de asistencia económica de su 
institución educativa. 

Notas sobre las preguntas 21 y 22 (página 3)
Para poder recibir ayuda estudiantil federal, los ciudadanos e inmigrantes masculinos que 
residan en EE.UU. y tengan entre 18 y 25 años de edad están obligados, salvo limitadas 
excepciones, a inscribirse ante el Sistema del Servicio Selectivo. Este requisito aplica a toda 
persona a quien se le asignó el sexo masculino en el momento de su nacimiento (vea 
www.sss.gov/Registration-Info/Who-Registration). El Sistema del Servicio Selectivo y 
la inscripción obligatoria de jóvenes varones ante él aseguran la capacidad de satisfacer 
la necesidad de personal en las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU. durante emergencias. Para 
obtener más información sobre el Sistema, visite www.sss.gov. Los formularios pertinentes 
están disponibles en las oficinas locales del Servicio Postal de EE.UU.

Notas sobre las preguntas 33 (página 4)
y 81 (página 6)
Si se presentó o se presentará alguna declaración de impuestos extranjera  
—o una correspondiente a Puerto Rico, a otro territorio de EE.UU. (p. ej., Guam, Samoa 
Estadounidense, las Islas Vírgenes Estadounidenses, las Islas de Swain o las Islas Marianas 
del Norte) o a alguno de los estados libres asociados—, debe utilizarse la información 
contenida en la misma para llenar la presente solicitud. Si se presentó una declaración 
extranjera, convierta todas las unidades monetarias a dólares estadounidenses 
utilizando el tipo de cambio publicado que esté vigente en la fecha más próxima al día 
de hoy. El tipo de cambio de monedas extranjeras puede consultarse en la página web 
federalreserve.gov/releases/h10/current.
Notas sobre las preguntas 35 (página 4)
y 83 (página 6)
En general, uno puede presentar el 1040A o 1040EZ si percibe ingresos inferiores a 
los $100,000 anuales, no detalla las deducciones, ni obtiene ningún ingreso de su 
propio negocio o finca agrícola, ni recibe pensión alimenticia. No puede usar dichos 
formularios ninguna persona que: tenga un ingreso de $100,000 anuales o más; detalle 
las deducciones; perciba ingresos de su propio negocio o finca agrícola; trabaje por 
cuenta propia; reciba pensión alimenticia o deba presentar el Anexo D para declarar las 
ganancias de capital. Si se presentó el formulario 1040 sólo para reclamar los créditos 
tributarios American Opportunity o Lifetime Learning, y, en caso contrario, aún se habría 
podido utilizar el formulario 1040A o 1040EZ, hay que responder «Sí». Si se presentó el 
formulario 1040 aunque no era obligatorio presentar declaración, hay que contestar «Sí».

Notas sobre las preguntas 38 (página 4)
y 87 (página 7): Notas para los usuarios del formulario 1040EZ
Si no se marcó ninguna de las casillas en el renglón 5 del formulario 1040EZ, escriba 01 
si la persona referida en el 1040EZ es soltera o nunca se ha casado, o 02 si es casada. En 
cambio, si se marcó «You» (Usted) o «Spouse» (Cónyuge) en el renglón 5, debe utilizarse 
el renglón F de la hoja de trabajo 1040EZ, para determinar el número de exenciones 
($4,050 equivale a una exención).

Notas sobre las preguntas 42 y 43 (página 4), 45j (página 5)

y las 91 y 92 (página 7)
«Valor neto» significa el valor económico actual, al día de hoy, de las inversiones, 
negocios o fincas agrícolas con fines de inversión, menos las deudas asociadas con 
esas mismas inversiones, negocios o fincas agrícolas con fines de inversión. Al calcular 
el valor neto, utilice cero (0) para las inversiones o bienes que tengan un valor negativo.
Las inversiones incluyen los bienes raíces (salvo el domicilio habitual), inmuebles en 
alquiler (incluidas las unidades que forman parte del domicilio familiar, cuentan con 
su propia entrada, cocina y baño y se alquilan a una persona que no sea de la familia), 
fondos de fideicomiso, cuentas creadas al amparo de la Ley Uniforme de Donaciones 
a Menores (UGMA) y la Ley Uniforme de Transferencias a Menores (UTMA), fondos 
del mercado monetario, fondos comunes de inversión, certificados de depósito, 
acciones, opciones de compra de acciones, bonos, otros valores, contratos de venta 
a plazos y de venta de terrenos (incluidas las hipotecas), mercancías, etc.
Las inversiones también incluyen el valor de las cuentas autorizadas de beneficios 
educativos o de ahorro para la educación (p. ej., las cuentas de ahorro para la 
educación Coverdell, los planes de ahorro 529 para los estudios superiores y el 
valor de reembolso de planes de prepago de matrícula 529). Si el estudiante (o su 
cónyuge) es el titular y no está obligado a proporcionar los datos de sus padres, el 
valor de las cuentas deberá declararse en la pregunta 42 como una inversión propia. 
Si el estudiante tiene que proporcionar la información de sus padres, debe declarar 
como una inversión de ellos (en la pregunta 91) el valor de las cuentas de las que el 
estudiante sea el titular o de las que sus padres sean los titulares en beneficio de 
cualquier integrante del hogar.
Dinero en efectivo recibido, o dinero pagado en su nombre, también incluye las 
distribuciones hechas a usted (el estudiante beneficiario) de un plan 529 cuyo titular 
es una persona que no sea usted o sus padres (como por ejemplo, sus abuelos, sus 
tíos o su padre o madre que no ejerce su guarda y custodia). Usted debe incluir el 
monto de estas distribuciones en la pregunta 45j.
Las inversiones no incluyen el domicilio habitual, ni el valor de las pólizas de seguro 
de vida, ni de los fondos de jubilación (planes 401[k], pensiones, rentas vitalicias o 
«anualidades», cuentas personales de jubilación que no sean para la educación, 
planes Keogh, etc.). Tampoco incluyen el dinero en efectivo, los ahorros y las cuentas 
corrientes que se hayan declarado en las preguntas 41 y 90. 
Las inversiones tampoco incluyen las cuentas UGMA y UTMA que se tengan en 
custodia pero no en propiedad.
«Valor de inversión» consiste en el saldo actual o el valor actual de mercado de las 
inversiones. «Deuda de inversión» se refiere sólo a las deudas que guarden relación 
con las inversiones.
El valor de un negocio o una finca agrícola con fines de inversión incluye el valor 
de mercado de los terrenos, edificaciones, maquinaria, equipo, inventarios, etc. La 
deuda asociada con dicho negocio o finca se refiere sólo a las deudas contraídas 
como resultado de haber puesto el mismo negocio o finca en garantía.
El valor de una pequeña empresa no se debe incluir si su familia la posee y la 
controla con una participación de más del 50 por ciento, y la empresa no tiene más 
de 100 empleados a tiempo completo o equivalentes a tiempo completo. Para 
efectos del valor de pequeñas empresas, su familia incluye (1) personas con las que 
usted tenga parentesco por consanguinidad o adopción (como por ejemplo, su 
padre, hermano o primo) o (2) personas con las que tenga o haya tenido parentesco 
por afinidad (como por ejemplo, su cónyuge, padrastro o cuñado).
El valor de una finca agrícola con fines de inversión no incluye el valor de ninguna 
finca familiar en que habiten y trabajen usted, su cónyuge o sus padres.

Notas sobre la pregunta 49 (página 5)
Si presta servicio activo actualmente en las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU., o está alistado 
en la Guardia Nacional o las Reservas y presta servicio activo para fines ajenos al 
entrenamiento o al desempeño de funciones en el interior de EE.UU., conteste «Sí».
Responda «No» a esta pregunta si está alistado en la Guardia Nacional o las Reservas 
y presta servicio activo para fines de entrenamiento o de desempeño de funciones 
en el interior de EE.UU.

Notas sobre la pregunta 50 (página 5)
Responda «Sí» (que usted es veterano, o ex combatiente) si: (1) ha prestado servicio 
activo (o ha recibido entrenamiento básico) en las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU. o está 
alistado en la Guardia Nacional o las Reservas, y fue llamado a filas para fines ajenos 
al entrenamiento o al desempeño de funciones en el interior de EE.UU., o fue cadete 
o guardiamarina en una de las academias militares, y también (2) fue dado de baja
por motivos que no sean deshonrosos. También responda «Sí» si no es veterano,
pero lo será para el 30 de junio del 2020.
Conteste «No» (que usted no es veterano) si: (1) nunca ha prestado servicio activo (ni ha 
recibido entrenamiento básico) en las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU.; (2) actualmente es
estudiante en el Programa de Formación de Oficiales de la Reserva (ROTC, por sus siglas 
en inglés), cadete o guardiamarina en una academia militar; (3) está alistado en la Guardia 
Nacional o las Reservas, y fue llamado a filas únicamente para fines de entrenamiento o 
del desempeño de funciones en el interior de EE.UU., o (4) ha prestado servicio activo en 
las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU. pero fue dado de baja por motivos deshonrosos.
También responda «No» si usted se encuentra actualmente alistado en las Fuerzas 
Armadas de EE.UU. y continuará estándolo hasta el 30 de junio del 2020.

Las notas continúan en la página 10.Página 9 
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Página 10    

Notas sobre la pregunta 53 (página 5)
Conteste «Sí» si hubo un momento, desde que usted cumplió 13 años de 
edad, en que:

•

 

no estaba vivo ninguno de sus padres, incluso si ahora usted tiene padres 
adoptivos;

• estaba bajo cuidado de crianza temporal, incluso si no lo está actualmente, o
• estaba bajo la tutela de los Tribunales, incluso si no lo está actualmente.

Para efectos de la solicitud de ayuda estudiantil federal, a los encarcelados 
no se les considera bajo tutela de los Tribunales.

En caso de no estar seguro si estaba bajo cuidado de crianza temporal, con-
sulte con la agencia de bienestar infantil del estado donde vive. Los datos de 
contacto de esa agencia se pueden encontrar en childwelfare.gov/nfcad.
La oficina de asistencia económica de la institución educativa puede pedirle 
que aporte pruebas de que usted estaba bajo cuidado de crianza temporal o 
bajo la tutela de los Tribunales.
Notas sobre las preguntas 54 y 55 (página 5)
La definición de tutela legal no incluye a sus padres, aun cuando un tribunal les 
haya otorgado la tutela. Tampoco se considera que usted pueda ser su propio tutor.
Si puede aportar copia del dictamen judicial por el que se le considera a usted, 
a la fecha, menor de edad emancipado o bajo tutela legal, conteste «Sí». Si 
puede aportar copia del dictamen judicial por el que se le consideraba menor 
de edad emancipado o bajo tutela legal justo antes de cumplir la mayoría de 
edad según determinada por el estado de donde es residente, también debe 
contestar «Sí». El tribunal emisor del dictamen debe estar ubicado en el esta-
do donde usted era residente a la fecha de emisión.
En cambio, si todavía es menor de edad y el dictamen del tribunal ya no tiene 
vigencia o no tenía vigencia cuando usted cumplió la mayoría de edad, con-
teste «No». También conteste «No», y comuníquese con la institución educa-
tiva, si el tribunal adjudicó la custodia y, en los documentos emitidos por el 
tribunal, se estipula «custodia» (y no «tutela legal»).
La oficina de asistencia económica de la institución educativa puede pedirle 
que aporte pruebas de que usted era menor de edad emancipado o que es-
taba bajo tutela legal.
Notas sobre las preguntas 56–58 (página 5)
Si, a partir del 1 de julio del 2018, se determinó que usted era un joven no 
acompañado sin hogar o estaba en riesgo de quedarse sin hogar, conteste «Sí».

• «Sin hogar» significa no tener vivienda fija, habitual ni adecuada. A usted
se le puede considerar una persona sin hogar si vive en refugios, albergues, 
parques, moteles, hoteles, espacios públicos, áreas de campamento, auto-
móviles o edificios abandonados, o si vive temporalmente con otras perso-
nas por no tener a donde ir. También, si usted se encuentra en cualquiera
de estas situaciones y está huyendo de sus padres debido al maltrato por
parte de uno de ellos, se le puede considerar una persona sin hogar, inclu-
so si ese padre o madre, en otras circunstancias, le daría dónde vivir.

• «No acompañado» significa que ninguno de los padres o tutores tiene la 
guarda y custodia del estudiante.

Si no se encuentra sin hogar ni en riesgo de estarlo, o si no ha recibido una 
determinación a tal efecto, conteste «No». Sin embargo, aunque haya contes-
tado «No» a cada una de las preguntas 56, 57 y 58, debe comunicarse con el 
administrador de asistencia económica de la institución educativa en la que 
estudiará si es uno de los siguientes: (1) un joven no acompañado que carece 
de hogar o (2) un joven no acompañado que se mantiene con recursos pro-
pios y está en riesgo de quedarse sin hogar. El administrador puede determi-
nar que usted satisface las condiciones necesarias para ser considerado una 
persona sin hogar y que, por lo tanto, no necesita proporcionar la información 
de sus padres.
Si usted contesta «Sí» a cualquiera de estas preguntas, el administrador de 
asistencia económica de su institución educativa posiblemente le pedirá que 
aporte copia de la determinación correspondiente.
Notas para los que no pueden proporcionar los datos de sus 
padres en las páginas 6 y 7.
En circunstancias muy determinadas (como por ejemplo, sus padres están en-
carcelados; se ha ido de la casa de ellos a causa de una situación de maltrato, 
o desconoce el paradero de sus padres y no puede comunicarse con ellos),
usted quizás pueda presentar la FAFSA sin los datos de sus padres. Si usted no 
puede proporcionar los datos de sus padres, omita el Cuarto y Quinto paso, 
y pase al Sexto. Una vez que haya presentado la FAFSA sin los datos de sus
padres, deberá acudir a la oficina de asistencia económica de su institución 
educativa para completar la solicitud.

Notas sobre el Cuarto paso, preguntas 59–94 (páginas 6 y 7)
Para determinar quién es el padre o la madre del alumno para efectos del pre-
sente formulario, lea todas las indicaciones que se encuentran a continuación:

• 

 

 

 

Si su padre o su madre nunca se ha casado y no vive con el otro de sus pa-
dres legales, o si su padre o su madre es viudo o viuda y no se volvió a casar, 
responda a las preguntas dando información sobre él o ella en particular.

• Si sus padres legales no están casados el uno con el otro pero conviven
en pareja, elija «Ambos padres legales conviven en pareja sin casarse» y
proporcione información sobre los dos, sin importar el sexo de ellos. No
incluya ninguna persona que no esté casada con su padre o su madre y que 
no sea uno de sus padres legales o biológicos. Llame al 1-800-433-3243
y recibirá orientación sobre cómo contestar las preguntas 80-94, o visite
StudentAid.gov/padres-fafsa.

• Si sus padres legales están casados, elija «Casados en primeras o nuevas
nupcias». Si sus padres legales están divorciados y viven en el mismo domi-
cilio, elija «Ambos padres legales conviven en pareja sin casarse». Si están se-
parados y viven en el mismo domicilio, elija «Casados en primeras o nuevas 
nupcias», y no «Divorciados o separados».

• Si sus padres están separados o divorciados, responda a las preguntas dando 
información sobre aquél con el que usted haya vivido más tiempo durante
los últimos doce meses. (De no haber vivido más tiempo ni con el uno ni
con el otro, proporcione información sobre el que le haya dado más ayuda
económica durante los últimos doce meses o durante el último año en que 
haya recibido sustento de parte de alguno de ellos.) Si esta persona está
actualmente casada en nuevas nupcias, responda a las preguntas dando 
información sobre él o ella y también sobre su padrastro o madrastra.

• Si su padre o madre viudo está actualmente casado en nuevas nupcias,
responda a las preguntas dando información sobre él o ella y también so-
bre su padrastro o madrastra.

Notas sobre las preguntas 84 (página 6)
y 102 (página 8)
En general, a un trabajador se le podría considerar desplazado si:

•

 

recibe compensación por desempleo a causa del despido temporal o de-
finitivo o de la pérdida de su puesto de trabajo, y tiene pocas probabilida-
des de volver a trabajar en una profesión u oficio anterior;

• ha sido despedido, ya sea de forma temporal o definitiva, o ha recibido
aviso de despido;

• trabajaba por cuenta propia pero actualmente se encuentra desempleado
a causa de condiciones económicas desfavorables o de un desastre natural;

• es el cónyuge de un miembro de las Fuerzas Armadas en servicio activo
y ha perdido su empleo por una mudanza que se debió a un cambio per-
manente de cuartel;

• es el cónyuge de un miembro de las Fuerzas Armadas en servicio activo y 
está desempleado o subempleado, y tiene dificultades para obtener em-
pleo o un empleo mejor remunerado, o

• es ama o amo de casa desplazado. En general, tal persona anteriormente 
prestaba servicios no remunerados a su familia (p. ej., una madre o un pa-
dre que se queda en casa), ya no cuenta con los ingresos del cónyuge para 
su mantenimiento, se encuentra desempleada o subempleada y tiene di-
ficultades para encontrar empleo o para mejorar la calidad de su empleo.

Salvo en el caso de los cónyuges de miembros de las Fuerzas Armadas en ser-
vicio activo, en general, a las personas que renuncien a su empleo no se les 
considera trabajadores desplazados, aunque, por ejemplo, reciban compen-
sación por desempleo.

Si su padre o su madre son trabajadores desplazados, responda «Sí» a la pre-
gunta 84. Si usted o su cónyuge son trabajadores desplazados, responda «Sí» 
a la pregunta 102.

Si ni su padre ni su madre son trabajadores desplazados, responda «No» a la 
pregunta 84. Si ni usted ni su cónyuge son trabajadores desplazados, respon-
da «No» a la pregunta 102.

Si no sabe con certeza si su padre o su madre son trabajadores desplazados, 
responda «No sé» a la pregunta 84. Si no sabe con certeza si usted o su cón-
yuge son trabajadores desplazados, responda «No sé» a la pregunta 102. Si 
necesita ayuda para contestar estas preguntas, puede comunicarse con la ofi-
cina de asistencia económica de su institución educativa.

Si usted respondió «Sí» a la pregunta 84 o a la 102, la oficina de asistencia eco-
nómica de la institución educativa puede pedirle que aporte pruebas de que 
las personas en referencia son trabajadores desplazados.

https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/es/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
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NO ENVÍE ESTA PLANILLA
La Planilla de preparación para FAFSA on the Web permite conocer de antemano 
las preguntas que se podrían presentar en la Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda Federal 
para Estudiantes (FAFSA®, por sus siglas en inglés) en fafsa.gov.
Para solicitar la ayuda estudiantil de los programas federales y de la mayoría 
de los programas administrados por los estados e instituciones de educación 
superior, hay que llenar y presentar la FAFSA. Conviene tomar apuntes en esta 
planilla para que le sea más fácil llenar la FAFSA. (La solicitud se puede llenar a 
partir del 1 de octubre del 2018.)
A la derecha se presentan las fechas límite para solicitar ayuda estatal. Para 
cumplir con las fechas indicadas, presente la solicitud antes de la medianoche 
(hora del centro). También preste atención a los símbolos que aparecen 
después de algunos de los plazos. Para obtener información sobre otros plazos 
importantes, consulte al orientador de su escuela secundaria o a la oficina de 
asistencia económica de su institución de educación superior. El plazo para 
obtener ayuda económica federal termina el 30 de junio del 2020.

• El uso de esta planilla es opcional. Los únicos que la deben utilizar son
los usuarios de FAFSA on the Web.

• En las secciones moradas, se pide la información de los padres.
• La planilla no incluye todas las preguntas de la FAFSA. Sin embargo,

las que se incluyen en la planilla siguen la misma secuencia que se
utiliza en el formulario electrónico de FAFSA on the Web. En ocasiones
se pueden omitir algunas de las preguntas de la FAFSA según las
respuestas a las preguntas anteriores.

Firme la FAFSA con una credencial FSA ID
Para obtener información sobre la credencial FSA ID y cómo solicitarla, 
visite StudentAid.gov/fsaid (pulse «Español»). 

La credencial FSA ID le permite firmar la FAFSA electrónicamente. Si 
necesita incluir la información de sus padres, uno de ellos también tendrá 
que firmar la solicitud. Si su padre o su madre desean firmar la FAFSA 
electrónicamente, deberán solicitar su propia credencial FSA ID.

APUNTES:  

El logotipo de Federal Student Aid y FAFSA son marcas registradas de la Oficina de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes, Departamento de Educación de EE.UU.

Herramienta de consulta y traspaso de datos del IRS
Los estudiantes y padres que hayan presentado su declaración de 
impuestos federales del 2017 quizás puedan utilizar la Herramienta 
de consulta y traspaso de datos del IRS para transferir su información 
tributaria al formulario FAFSA de forma sencilla, exacta y segura.

Orientación sin costo alguno
No es necesario pagar nada para presentar la FAFSA ni para recibir 
orientación sobre cómo llenarla. Puede presentar la FAFSA gratis en 
nuestro sitio fafsa.gov. Para recibir orientación gratuita de la Oficina de 
Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes, puede visitar fafsa.gov o llamar al 1-800-
433-3243. (Las personas con problemas de audición que utilizan teletipo 
pueden llamar al 1-800-730-8913.)

Planilla de preparación para 2019 – 2020
FAFSA on the Web
fafsa .gov
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Preste atención a los símbolos que aparecen después de algunos de los plazos.
Estados y territorios que no se incluyen en la lista principal de abajo:  
AL, AS*, AZ, CO, FM*, GA, GU*, HI*, IL̂ $, KY^$, MH*, MT*, NC^$, ND^$, NE, NH*, 
NM, OK^$, PR, PW*, RI*, SD*, UT$*, VA*, VI*, VT̂ $*, WA^$, WI y WY*.

Estado Plazo de solicitud

AK Beca de Rendimiento Académico de Alaska: 30 de junio del 2019 # $
Beca de Estudios de Alaska ^ $

AR
Beca Academic Challenge: 1 de junio del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca de Formación de la Fuerza Laboral 
Beca de Oportunidad de Estudios Superiores: 1 de junio del 2019 
(fecha de recibo)

CA

Muchos programas estatales de ayuda económica: 2 de marzo del 
2019 (fecha de matasello) + *
Concesiones complementarias de las becas Cal Grant en instituciones 
de dos años: 2 de septiembre del 2019 (fecha de matasello) + *
Para obtener más información, comuníquese con la California 
Student Aid Commission o con la oficina de asistencia económica 
de su institución educativa.

CT 15 de febrero del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *

DC
FAFSA: 1 de mayo del 2019 #
DCTAG: llene el formulario DC OneApp y entregue los documentos 
justificativos a más tardar el 31 de mayo del 2019. #

DE 15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
FL 15 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de tramitación)

IA 1 de julio del 2019 (fecha de recibo); los plazos de prioridad de 
algunos programas pueden terminar antes. *

ID Beca de Oportunidad: 1 de marzo del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *

IN

Beca Frank O’Bannon: 15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca Siglo XXI: 15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca para Estudiantes Adultos ^ $: los solicitantes nuevos deberán 
presentar también otro formulario.
Beca Workforce Ready ^

KS 1 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *
LA 1 de julio del 2020 (aún mejor antes del 1 de julio del 2019)
MA 1 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de recibo) #
MD 1 de marzo del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
ME 1 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
MI 1 de marzo del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
MN A 30 días de comenzar el período académico (fecha de recibo)

MO 1 de febrero del 2019 # Las solicitudes se aceptan hasta el 1 de abril 
del 2019 (fecha de recibo).

MP 30 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo) # *

MS Becas MTAG y MESG: 15 de octubre del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Beca HELP: 30 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)

NJ

Becarios del Programa de Ayuda de Matrícula 2018-2019: 
15 de abril del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Los demás solicitantes:
- Otoño y primavera: 15 de septiembre del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
- Solo la primavera: 15 de febrero del 2020 (fecha de recibo)

NV
Beca Promesa de Nevada: 1 de abril del 2019 * $
Beca de Oportunidad del Estado de la Plata ^ $ 
Toda otra ayuda  *

NY 30 de junio del 2020 (fecha de recibo) *
OH 1 de octubre del 2019 (fecha de recibo)

OR
Becas privadas de OSAC: 1 de marzo del 2019 *
Beca Promesa de Oregón: consulte con la agencia estatal de 
educación superior. * 
Beca de Oportunidad de Oregón ^ $

PA

Solicitantes nuevos que cursen estudios en: un centro universitario de 
dos años; un centro de formación profesional o técnica; una escuela 
de enfermería adscrita a un hospital; una institución de admisión libre 
ubicada en Pensilvania o en un programa de dos años cuyos créditos 
no se pueden convalidar: 1 de agosto del 2019 (fecha de recibo)  
Los demás solicitantes: 1 de mayo del 2019 (fecha de recibo) *

SC
Beca de Matrícula: 30 de junio del 2019 (fecha de recibo)
Becas por necesidad de la Comisión de Educación Superior de 
Carolina del Sur ^ $

TN

Beca Estatal: Los becarios del año anterior recibirán la beca si reúnen 
los requisitos y presentan la solicitud a más tardar el 1 de febrero del 
2019. Otras concesiones de la beca se harán a los más necesitados. $
Beca Promesa de Tenesí: 1 de febrero del 2019 (fecha de recibo) 
Lotería Estatal: (otoño) 1 de septiembre del 2019 (fecha de recibo); 
(primavera y verano) 1 de febrero del 2020 (fecha de recibo)

TX Instituciones públicas de Texas: 15 de enero del 2019 # * ^
Instituciones privadas de Texas  * ^

WV

Beca Promesa: 1 de marzo del 2019. Los solicitantes nuevos 
deberán presentar también otro formulario. Consulte con la oficina 
de asistencia económica de la institución educativa  o con la 
agencia estatal de educación superior. 
Programa de Becas de Estudios Superiores de Virginia Occidental:  
15 de abril del 2019 

* Es posible que se necesiten otros 
formularios.

 Consulte con la oficina de asistencia 
económica.

$ Se otorgará ayuda hasta agotar los 
fondos.

^ Lo antes posible a partir del 1 de 
    octubre del 2018.

# Para consideración prioritaria, presente 
    la solicitud para la fecha indicada.

+ Conviene obtener constancia del envío 
por correo.
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SECCIÓN 1: DATOS DEL ESTUDIANTE

En el formulario electrónico de FAFSA on the Web, usted podrá incluir hasta diez instituciones de educación superior a las que se 
enviarán los resultados de la solicitud.

Apellido del estudiante    Nombre    Número de Seguro Social  

Estado civil del estudiante (Marque sólo una de las casillas.)

 � Soltero  � Casado en primeras o nuevas nupcias  � Separado  � Divorciado o viudo

A los solicitantes casados se les pedirá que proporcionen información sobre su cónyuge.

Estado de inmigración o ciudadanía del estudiante (Marque sólo una de las casillas.)  
 

 

� Ciudadano (o persona nacional) de EE.UU.  � Ni ciudadano ni extranjero con derecho a participar

� Extranjero con derecho a participar (Escriba su número de registro de extranjeros en el cuadro a la derecha.)

En general, se considera que uno es extranjero con derecho a participar si: 
• 
 
 

 

es residente permanente de EE.UU. y tiene una tarjeta de residencia permanente (I-551);
• es residente permanente condicional de EE.UU. y tiene una tarjeta de residencia condicional (I-551C);
• tiene constancia (I-94) del registro de su llegada o salida (emitida por el Departamento de Seguridad Nacional), 

en la que se indique alguna de las siguientes categorías: «Refugiado», «Asilo otorgado», «Inmigrante cubano o 
haitiano», portador de visa tipo T (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) o «Admitido a prueba» (o «Parolee») (tratándose de esta última 
categoría, la I-94 es constancia de que la persona fue admitida a prueba por un año como mínimo y de que aún no 
ha vencido la correspondiente situación inmigratoria), o

• tiene una certificación o constancia válida de cumplimiento de requisitos, emitida por el Departamento de Salud y 
Servicios Humanos, que indique la clasificación «Víctima del tráfico de seres humanos».

Número de registro 
de extranjeros

 

SECCIÓN 2: SITUACIÓN DE DEPENDENCIA DEL ESTUDIANTE
Si usted puede marcar ALGUNA de las siguientes casillas, no tendrá que proporcionar la información de sus padres. En tal caso, pase a la página 4.  

En cambio, si no puede marcar NINGUNA de ellas, se le pedirá que proporcione la información de sus padres. En este caso, pase a la página siguiente.

APUNTES:  

Inscripción ante el Sistema del Servicio Selectivo 
Si usted es varón con 25 años o menos de edad, puede utilizar la FAFSA para inscribirse en los registros militares del Sistema del Servicio Selectivo.

 

 

 

 

� Nací antes del 1 de enero de 1996.  

 

 

 

� Estoy casado.  

 

 

 

 

� Estaré cursando un programa de maestría o de doctorado  
(p. ej., MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, certificado de posgrado).

� Presto servicio activo en las Fuerzas 
Armadas de EE.UU.

� Soy veterano (ex combatiente) de 
las Fuerzas Armadas de EE.UU.

� Tengo o tendré hijos a los que proporcionaré más de la mitad del 
sustento, entre el el 1 de julio del 2019 y el 30 de junio del 2020.

� Desde que cumplí los 13 años, hubo 
un momento en que era huérfano 
de ambos padres.

� Desde que cumplí los 13 años, 
hubo un momento en que estaba 
bajo cuidado de crianza temporal.

� Tengo a mi cargo personas (aparte de mis hijos y mi cónyuge) 
que viven conmigo y a las que proporciono más de la mitad del 
sustento.

� Desde que cumplí los 13 años, hubo 
un momento en que estaba bajo la 
tutela de los Tribunales.

� Soy o era menor de edad 
emancipado.

� Estoy o estaba bajo tutela legal.

� Me encuentro sin hogar o en riesgo de estarlo.

A

Máximo nivel de estudios del padre/madre 1  
 

 
 

� Medio/Intermedio (grados 6 a 8)  
 

 
 

� Secundario (grados 9 a 12)
� Postsecundario � Otro/desconocido

Máximo nivel de estudios del padre/madre 2 � Medio/Intermedio (grados 6 a 8) � Secundario (grados 9 a 12)
� Postsecundario � Otro/desconocido
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SECCIÓN 3: DATOS DE LOS PADRES

¿Cuál fue el ingreso bruto ajustado de sus padres en el 2017?
Omita esta pregunta si sus padres no presentaron declaración de impuestos. Esta cantidad se encuentra en  
los siguientes formularios del IRS: 1040 (renglón 37); 1040A (renglón 21) o 1040EZ (renglón 4). 

$

Las siguientes preguntas piden información sobre los ingresos obtenidos por el trabajo (salarios, sueldos, propinas, etc.) en el 2017. Conteste las 
preguntas si se ha presentado o no declaración de impuestos. La información puede encontrarse en los formularios W-2 o en los siguientes del IRS: 
1040 (suma de los renglones 7, 12 y 18 y la casilla 14 [código A] del Anexo K-1 [Formulario 1065]); 1040A (renglón 7) o 1040EZ (renglón 1).

En el 2017, ¿cuánto ganó por su trabajo el padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 1?

En el 2017, ¿cuánto ganó por su trabajo el padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 2? 

$

$

¿A quién se le considera como padre o madre? «Padres» se refiere a los padres biológicos o adoptivos, y a las personas denominadas como 
el padre o la madre, según la determinación del estado (como por ejemplo, cuando una persona figura como el padre o la madre en el acta de nacimiento). 
A los abuelos, a los padres de crianza temporal, a los tutores legales, a los hermanos mayores y a los tíos no se les considera padres para efectos de la 
presente planilla, a menos que lo hayan adoptado legalmente. Si sus padres legales están casados el uno con el otro o si conviven en pareja sin casarse, 
conteste las preguntas dando información sobre los dos. Si sus padres están separados o divorciados, conteste las preguntas dando información sobre 
aquél con el que usted haya vivido más tiempo durante los últimos doce meses. De no haber vivido más tiempo ni con el uno ni con el otro, proporcione 
información sobre el que le haya dado más ayuda económica durante los últimos doce meses, o durante el último año en que haya recibido sustento de 
parte de alguno de ellos. Si su padre o madre divorciado o viudo se casó en nuevas nupcias, también incluya información sobre su padrastro o madrastra.

Puede que se le pida que proporcione más información sobre los bienes y activos de sus padres. Si sus padres actualmente tienen 
negocios o fincas agrícolas con fines de inversión, también es posible que usted necesite indicar el valor neto de los mismos.

¿Va a proporcionar los datos del padre/madre 1? 
Necesita la siguiente información del padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 1:

Número de Seguro Social
Apellido
Fecha de nacimiento

 � Marque la casilla si el padre/madre 1 es trabajador desplazado.

¿Va a proporcionar los datos del padre/madre 2? 
Necesita la siguiente información del padre/madre/padrastro/madrastra 2:

Número de Seguro Social
Apellido
Fecha de nacimiento

 � Marque la casilla si el padre/madre 2 es trabajador desplazado.

En el 2017, ¿les correspondió a sus padres alguna de las partidas indicadas abajo? Marque todas las partidas que 
correspondan. En el formulario electrónico, puede que se le pida que proporcione las cantidades pagadas o recibidas por sus padres.

Otra información económica
 � Créditos tributarios American Opportunity y 
Lifetime Learning

 � Manutención pagada a favor de hijos 
menores

 � Ingresos tributables obtenidos de programas
de estudio y trabajo, de ayudantías y de 
becas de investigación

 � Parte tributable de becas de estudios 
superiores declaradas al IRS como ingresos

 � Paga por combate o paga extraordinaria por 
combate

� Ingresos del trabajo en programas de 
educación cooperativa

Ingresos no tributables
 � Aportaciones a planes de pensión y de 
jubilación con impuestos diferidos

 � Aportaciones deducibles hechas a cuentas 
personales de jubilación y a planes de 
jubilación para personas empleadas por 
cuenta propia (SEP, SIMPLE y Keogh)

 � Manutención recibida a favor de hijos menores

 � Ingreso por intereses exento de impuestos

 � Parte no tributable de distribuciones de 
cuentas personales de jubilación

 � Parte no tributable de distribuciones de 
pensiones de jubilación

 � Asignaciones para alojamiento, comida y 
otros gastos de manutención, pagadas a 
militares, clérigos y otros

 � Asistencia no educativa para veteranos

 � Otros ingresos no tributables que no se 
hayan declarado en esta planilla, como 
la compensación del seguro obrero y la 
indemnización por discapacidad

¿Sabía que...?
Si sus padres presentan una declaración de impuestos federales, quizás 
puedan utilizar la Herramienta de consulta y traspaso de datos del IRS. Esta 
herramienta les permite transferir su información tributaria al formulario 
FAFSA de forma sencilla, exacta y segura.

¿Han presentado o presentarán sus padres declaración 
de impuestos sobre los ingresos del 2017?

 � Ya prepararon su declaración.

 � La presentarán pero aún no la han preparado.

 � No van a presentar declaración de impuestos.

En el 2017 o el 2018, ¿recibió alguien del hogar de sus padres asistencia de alguno de los siguientes programas?
Marque todos los que correspondan.

 � Medicaid  � Programa de Almuerzos Escolares Gratuitos o de Precio Reducido

 � Programa de Ingreso Suplementario de Seguridad (SSI)  � Programa de Ayuda Temporal para Familias Necesitadas (TANF)

 � Programa de Asistencia de Nutrición Suplementaria (SNAP)  � Programa Especial de Nutrición Suplementaria para Mujeres, Bebés y Niños (WIC)

Nota: En algunos estados se les conoce por otro nombre al Programa TANF. Si desea confirmar el nombre de este programa, llame al 1-800-433-3243.
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No envíe esta planilla. Para llenar y presentar el formulario electrónico de solicitud, acuda a fafsa.gov.
Si desea obtener más información sobre los programas federales de ayuda estudiantil, visite StudentAid.gov. 

Para recibir orientación sobre otros tipos de asistencia, consulte con la oficina de ayuda económica de su institución educativa.

SECCIÓN 4: DATOS DEL ESTUDIANTE

APUNTES:  

¿Cuál fue su ingreso bruto ajustado (y el de su cónyuge) en el 2017? 
Omita esta pregunta si usted o su cónyuge no presentaron declaración de impuestos. Esta cantidad se encuentra  
en los siguientes formularios del IRS: 1040 (renglón 37); 1040A (renglón 21) o 1040EZ (renglón 4).

$

Las siguientes preguntas piden información sobre los ingresos obtenidos por el trabajo (salarios, sueldos, propinas, etc.) en el 2017. Conteste las 
preguntas si se ha presentado o no declaración de impuestos. La información puede encontrarse en los formularios W-2 o en los siguientes del IRS: 
1040 (suma de los renglones 7, 12 y 18 y la casilla 14 [código A] del Anexo K-1 [Formulario 1065]); 1040A (renglón 7) o 1040EZ (renglón 1).

¿Cuánto ganó usted por su trabajo en el 2017? 
 � Marque la casilla si usted es trabajador desplazado.

¿Cuánto ganó su cónyuge por su trabajo en el 2017?
 � Marque la casilla si su cónyuge es trabajador desplazado.

$

$

Puede que se le pida que proporcione más información sobre sus bienes y activos. Si usted actualmente tiene negocios o fincas 
agrícolas con fines de inversión, también es posible que necesite indicar el valor neto de los mismos.

En el 2017, ¿le correspondió a usted (o a su cónyuge) alguna de las partidas indicadas abajo?
Marque todas las partidas que correspondan. En el formulario electrónico, puede que se le pida que proporcione las cantidades 
pagadas o recibidas.

Otra información económica
 � Créditos tributarios American Opportunity y 
Lifetime Learning

 � Manutención pagada a favor de hijos 
menores

 � Ingresos tributables obtenidos de programas
de estudio y trabajo, de ayudantías y de 
becas de investigación

 � Parte tributable de becas de estudios 
superiores declaradas al IRS como ingresos

� Paga por combate o paga extraordinaria por 
combate

� Ingresos del trabajo en programas de 
educación cooperativa

Ingresos no tributables
 � Aportaciones a planes de pensión y de 
jubilación con impuestos diferidos

 � Aportaciones deducibles hechas a cuentas 
personales de jubilación y a planes de 
jubilación para personas empleadas por 
cuenta propia (SEP, SIMPLE y Keogh)

 � Manutención recibida a favor de hijos menores

 � Ingreso por intereses exento de impuestos

 � Parte no tributable de distribuciones de 
cuentas personales de jubilación

 � Parte no tributable de distribuciones de 
pensiones de jubilación

 � Asignaciones para alojamiento, comida y 
otros gastos de manutención, pagadas a 
militares, clérigos y otros

 � Asistencia no educativa para veteranos

 � Otros ingresos no tributables que no se 
hayan declarado en esta planilla, como 
la compensación del seguro obrero y la 
indemnización por discapacidad

 � Dinero en efectivo recibido, o dinero
pagado en su nombre

¿Sabía que...?
Si usted presenta una declaración de impuestos federales, quizás pueda 
utilizar la Herramienta de consulta y traspaso de datos del IRS. Esta 
herramienta le permite transferir su información tributaria al formulario 
FAFSA de forma sencilla, exacta y segura.

¿Ha presentado o presentará usted declaración de 
impuestos sobre los ingresos del 2017?

 � Ya preparé mi declaración.

 � La presentaré pero aún no la he preparado.

 � No voy a presentar declaración de impuestos.

En el 2017 o el 2018, ¿recibió alguien de su hogar asistencia de alguno de los siguientes programas?
Marque todos los que correspondan.

 � Medicaid  � Programa de Almuerzos Escolares Gratuitos o de Precio Reducido

 � Programa de Ingreso Suplementario de Seguridad (SSI)  � Programa de Ayuda Temporal para Familias Necesitadas (TANF) 

 � Programa de Asistencia de Nutrición Suplementaria (SNAP)  � Programa Especial de Nutrición Suplementaria para Mujeres, Bebés y Niños (WIC)

Nota: En algunos estados se les conoce por otro nombre al Programa TANF. Si desea confirmar el nombre de este programa, llame al 1-800-433-3243.
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FINANCIAL AID GLOSSARY 
 

Academic Year: A period of time schools use to measure a quantity of study. For example, a school’s academic 
year may consist of a fall and spring semester during which a full-time undergraduate student must complete 
24 semester hours. Academic years vary from school to school and even from educational program to 
educational program at the same school. 
 
Acceptance Form: The written acknowledgment by the student of receipt of an award offer. The form usually 
provides for acceptance of aid offered, possible declination of all or part of aid offered, and some means of 
requesting an appeal, if desired, to modify the award. Frequently, acceptance letters and award letters are 
combined into a single document. The form may be electronic. 
 
Accreditation: Refers to the school meeting certain minimum academic standards, as defined by the 
accrediting body. A school must have accreditation from an accrediting body recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education to be eligible to participate in the administration of federal student aid programs. 
 
Accruing Interest (on a loan): The cost of the loan, represented by the interest which is added to the loan 
amount prior to the repayment period or prior to a payment installment. 
 
Adjusted Available Income: The portion of family income remaining after deducting federal, state, and local 
taxes, a living allowance, and other allowances used in Federal Methodology to calculate the expected family 
contribution (EFC). 
 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI): All taxable income as reported on a U.S. income tax return. 
 
Advanced Placement (AP): Credit and/or advanced standing that postsecondary institutions may offer to high 
school students who have taken high-level courses and passed certain examinations. 
 
Agreement to Serve: A contract under which a student receiving a Teacher Education Assistance for College 
and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant commits to the specific obligation to teach for four complete years in a 
designated high-need field at a low-income elementary or secondary school within eight years of completing 
or ceasing enrollment in a TEACH Grant-eligible program. 
 
Assets: Balance of cash, checking and savings accounts, trusts, stocks, bonds, other securities, real estate 
(excluding the home), income-producing property, business equipment, and business inventory. Assets are 
considered in calculating the EFC. 
 
Associate’s Degree: The degree given for successful completion of a program of study at a two-year 
institution. 
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Award Letter: A method of notifying financial aid applicants of the financial aid assistance offered by an 
institution. The paper or electronic award letter usually provides information on the types and amounts of 
financial aid offered, as well as specific program information, student responsibilities, and the conditions 
which govern the award. It generally provides students with the opportunity to accept or decline the aid 
offered. (See Acceptance Form and Financial Aid Notification) 
 
Bachelor’s Degree: The degree given for successful completion of the undergraduate curriculum at a four-year 
college or a university. It is also called a baccalaureate degree. 
 
BIA Grant: See Bureau of Indian Affairs Grant. 
 
Borrower: The individual who signed and agreed to the terms in the promissory note and is responsible for 
repaying the loan. 
 
Budget: See Cost of Attendance. 
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Grant: A federal grant program administered by the Bureau of Indian Education 
for needy students who are members of an American Indian or Alaska native tribe and enrolled in accredited 
institutions in pursuit of an undergraduate or a graduate degree. 
 
Business Assets: Property that is used in the operation of a trade or business, including real estate, 
inventories, buildings, machinery and other equipment, patents, franchise rights, and copyrights. Business 
assets are considered in the calculation of the EFC under the regular Federal Methodology formula. 
 
Campus-Based Programs: The term commonly applied to federal student aid programs administered directly 
by participating postsecondary institutions. Campus-based programs include: Federal Perkins Loan, Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG), and Federal Work-Study (FWS). 
 
Capitalization (of interest): The arrangement between borrower and lender whereby interest payments are 
deferred as they come due and are added to the principal amount of the loan. 
 
Central Processing System (CPS): The computer system to which the student’s need analysis data is 
electronically transmitted by the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) processor. The Central 
Processing System performs database matches, calculates the student’s official EFC, and generates the 
Student Aid Report (SAR). 
 
Certificate: The formal acknowledgment of successful completion of a particular program or course of study, 
particularly at a community college or career college. 
 
CLEP: See College-Level Examination Program. 
 
COA: See Cost of Attendance. 
 
College-Level Examination Program (CLEP): A series of examinations demonstrating a student’s proficiency in 
a subject area, for which some postsecondary institutions offer credit. 
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Commuter Student: A student who does not live on campus; typically, “commuter” refers to a student living 
at home with his or her parents, but can also mean any student who lives off campus. 
 
Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary (CTP) Program: A program for students with intellectual 
disabilities pursuing a degree, certificate, or nondegree program that: 
• Is offered by an institution of higher education and approved by the U.S. Department of Education; 
• Is designed to support students with intellectual disabilities who are seeking to continue academic, career 

and technical training for education, and independent living instruction to prepare for gainful 
employment; 

• Offers academic advising and a structured curriculum; and  
• Requires students with intellectual disabilities to participate on a not less than half time basis with 

nondisabled students in (1) regular enrollment in credit-bearing courses, (2) auditing or participating in 
courses for which the student does not receive regular academic credit, (3) enrollment in non-credit-
bearing, nondegree courses, or (4) participation in internships or work-based training. 

 
Consolidation Loan: A loan made to enable a borrower with different types of loans or multiple loans to 
obtain a single loan with one interest rate and one repayment schedule. Federal Perkins Loans, Direct 
Subsidized and Direct Unsubsidized Loans, Health Education Assistance Loans (HEAL), Health Professions 
Student Loans (HPSL), and Loans for Disadvantaged Students may be combined for purposes of consolidation, 
subject to certain eligibility requirements. A consolidation loan pays off the existing loans; the borrower then 
repays the consolidated loan. 
 
Cooperative Education: A program through which a college student alternates periods of classroom 
instruction with periods of related employment. 
 
Cost of Attendance (COA): Generally, this includes the tuition and fees normally assessed a student, together 
with the institution’s estimate of the cost of room and board, transportation and commuting costs, books and 
supplies, the cost of a computer, and miscellaneous personal expenses. In addition, student loan fees, 
dependent care costs, reasonable costs for a study abroad or cooperative education program, disability-
related costs, and/or the cost of a first professional credential may be included, when appropriate. It is also 
referred to as “cost of education” or “budget.” 
 
CPS: See Central Processing System. 
 
Credit (or Credit Hour): The unit of measurement some institutions give for fulfilling course requirements. 
 
Custodial Parent: The parent with whom a dependent student lives, and whose financial information is used in 
need analysis when parents are divorced or separated. 
 
Data Release Number: A four-digit number assigned to a student’s FAFSA that allows the student to release 
the FAFSA information to postsecondary institutions that were not originally listed on the FAFSA. 
 
Default: Failure to repay a loan according to the terms agreed to when the borrower signed a promissory 
note. 
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Deferment (of loan): A condition during which payments of the principal balance are not required, and for 
Federal Perkins Loans and Direct Subsidized Loans, interest does not accrue. The repayment period is 
extended by the length of the deferment period. 
 
Department of Education, U.S. (ED): The federal government agency that administers assistance to students 
enrolled in postsecondary educational programs under the following programs: Federal Pell Grant, Iraq and 
Afghanistan Service Grant (IASG); Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) 
Grant, Federal Perkins Loan, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG), Federal Work-
Study (FWS), and Federal Direct Student Loan (Direct Loan) programs.  
 
Departmental Scholarship: An award of gift assistance that is specifically designated for a recipient in a 
particular academic department within the institution. 
 
Dependent Student: A student who does not qualify as an independent student and whose parental income 
and asset information is used in calculating the EFC (see Independent Student). 
 
Direct PLUS Loan: Long-term loans made available to parents of dependent students and 
graduate/professional students. Interest rates are “variable-fixed” and subject to change each July 1. May be 
used to replace the EFC; amount borrowed is limited to the cost of attendance minus estimated financial 
assistance. 
 
Direct Subsidized and Direct Unsubsidized Loans: Long-term, low-interest loans administered by the U.S. 
Department of Education and institutions. Loans carry a “variable-fixed” interest rate subject to change each 
July 1. Direct Unsubsidized Loans can be used to replace EFC. 
 
Disbursement: Payment of loan proceeds to the borrower via the school by the lender. During consolidation, 
this term refers to sending payoffs to the loan holders of the underlying loans being consolidated. 
 
Educational Benefits: Funds, primarily federal, awarded to certain categories of students (veterans, children of 
deceased veterans or other deceased wage earners, and students with physical disabilities) to help finance 
their postsecondary education regardless of their ability to demonstrate need in the traditional sense. 
 
Educational Expenses: See Cost of Attendance. 
 
EFC: See Expected Family Contribution. 
 
Eligible Noncitizen: An individual who is one of the following: 
 U.S. national (Natives of American Samoa, Swain’s Island, or U.S. Minor Outlying Islands are U.S. nationals, but 

not U.S. citizens); 
• U.S. permanent resident who has an I-151, I-551, or I-551C (Permanent Resident Card); or 
 Someone with an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

showing one of the following designations: 
 “Refugee”, 
 “Asylum Granted”, 
 “Cuban-Haitian Entrant, Status Pending”, 
 “Conditional Entrant” (valid only if issued before April 1, 1980), 
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 Victims of human trafficking, T-visa (T-2, T-3, or T-4, etc.) holder, or 
 “Parolee” paroled into the United States for at least one year for other than a temporary purpose with 

the intent to become a U.S. citizen or permanent resident. 
 
Eligible Program: A program of organized instruction or study that leads to an academic, professional, or 
vocational degree or certificate, or other recognized educational credential. 
 
Employment: With reference to financial aid, the opportunity for students to earn money to help pay for their 
education. Federal Work-Study is one program by which needy students can work to help pay their 
educational expenses. 
 
Employment Allowance: An allowance to meet expenses related to employment when both parents (or a 
married independent student and spouse) are employed or when one parent (or independent student) 
qualifies as a surviving spouse or as head of a household. It is used in the need analysis formula for parents 
and students, if eligible. 
 
Estimated Financial Assistance (EFA): The total assistance that a student is receiving to offset the cost of a 
postsecondary education, including scholarships, Title IV aid, need-based work assistance, and private loans, 
that is subtracted from a student’s need when determining eligibility for campus-based aid, Direct Subsidized 
and Unsubsidized Loans, and PLUS. 
 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC): The amount a student and his or her family is expected to contribute 
toward the student’s cost of attendance as calculated by a Congressionally-mandated formula known as 
Federal Methodology. The EFC is used to determine a student’s eligibility for the student financial assistance 
programs. 
 
FAFSA: See Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 
 
FAFSA4Caster: Allows students and families to input financial information and receive an estimate of their 
federal aid eligibility before filing the FAFSA. 
 
FAFSA on the Web (FOTW): Allows students to complete and file a FAFSA online at www.fafsa.gov.  
 
Federal Direct Student Loan (Direct Loan) Program: The collective name for the Direct Subsidized, Direct 
Unsubsidized, Direct PLUS, and Direct Consolidation Loan Programs. Loan funds for these programs are 
provided by the federal government to students and parents through postsecondary institutions. 
 
Federal Methodology (FM): A standardized method for determining a student’s (and family’s) ability to pay 
for postsecondary education expenses. Formula for determining an EFC for the Federal Pell Grant, campus-
based, and Direct Loan programs; the formula is defined by law. 
 
Federal Pell Grant Program: A federal grant program for needy postsecondary students who have not yet 
received a baccalaureate or first professional degree; administered by the U.S. Department of Education. 
 
Federal Perkins Loan Program: One of the campus-based programs; a long-term, low-interest loan program 
for both undergraduate and graduate students at a current interest rate of 5 percent.  
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Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) Program: One of the campus-based programs; 
grants to undergraduate students of exceptional financial need who have not completed their first 
baccalaureate degree and who are financially in need of this grant to enable them to pursue their education. 
Priority for FSEOG awards must be given to Federal Pell Grant recipients with the lowest EFCs. 
 
Federal Work-Study (FWS) Program: One of the campus-based programs; a part-time employment program 
which provides jobs for undergraduate and graduate students who are in need of earnings to meet a portion 
of their educational expenses. 
 
Financial Aid: General term that describes any source of student assistance outside of the student or the 
student’s family. Funds awarded to a student to help meet postsecondary educational expenses. These funds 
are generally awarded on the basis of financial need and include loans, grants and/or scholarships, and/or 
student employment. 
 
Financial Aid Administrator: An individual who is responsible for preparing and communicating information 
pertaining to student loans, grants and/or scholarships, and/or student employment programs, and for 
advising, awarding, reporting, counseling, and supervising office functions related to student financial aid. A 
financial aid administrator is accountable to the various federal, state, and institutional entities that provide 
aid, and interprets and implements federal, state, and institutional policies and regulations. A financial aid 
administrator is capable of analyzing student and employee needs and making changes where necessary. 
 
Financial Aid Award: An offer of financial or in-kind assistance to a student attending a postsecondary 
educational institution. This award may be in the form of one or more of the following types of financial aid: 
loans, grants and/or scholarships, and/or student employment. 
 
Financial Aid Consultant: A person who, for a fee, provides a variety of services to students and parents, 
including preparing the FAFSA and other financial aid forms, estimating the EFC, and estimating financial need. 
 
Financial Aid Notification: The paper or electronic letter from a postsecondary institution that notifies the 
student whether or not aid has been awarded. If the student will be receiving assistance, the notification also 
describes the financial aid package. State agencies and private organizations may send students financial aid 
notifications separately from the postsecondary institution. Also see Award Letter. 
 
Financial Aid Package: A financial aid award to a student that can be comprised of a combination of forms of 
financial aid (loans, grants, scholarships, and student employment). 
 
Financial Need: The difference between the institution’s cost of attendance and the family’s ability to pay (i.e., 
EFC). Ability to pay is represented by the EFC for federal need-based aid and for many state and institutional 
programs. 
 
Financial Need Equation: Cost of attendance minus expected family contribution equals financial need (COA - 
EFC = Need). 
 
FM: See Federal Methodology. 
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Forbearance: Permits the temporary cessation of repayments of loans, allowing an extension of time for 
making loan payments, or accepting smaller loan payments than were previously scheduled. 
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): The financial aid application completed by the student, and 
the student’s parents if applicable, that collects household and financial information. The FAFSA is the 
foundation document for all federal need analysis computations and database matches performed for a 
student. 
 
FSEOG: See Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant Program. 
 
FWS: See Federal Work-Study Program. 
 
General Education Development (GED) Certificate: Certificate students receive if they have passed a specific, 
approved high school equivalency test. 
 
Gift Aid: Educational funds such as grants or scholarships that do not require repayment from present or 
future earnings. See Grant. 
 
Grace Period: The period of time that begins when a loan recipient ceases to be enrolled at least half time and 
ends when the repayment period starts. Loan principal need not be paid and, depending on the loan, interest 
does not accrue during this period. 
 
Grant: A type of financial aid that does not have to be repaid; usually awarded on the basis of need, possibly 
combined with some skills or characteristics the student possesses. Also see Gift Aid. 
 
Half Time: At schools measuring progress in credit hours and semesters, trimesters, or quarters, “half time” is 
at least six semester hours or quarter hours per term for an undergraduate program. At schools measuring 
progress by credit hours but not using semesters, trimesters, or quarters, “half time” is at least 12 semester 
hours or 18 quarter hours per year. At schools measuring progress by clock hours, “half time” is at least 12 
hours per week. Note that schools may choose to set higher minimums than these. A student must be 
attending school at least half time to be eligible for a Direct Loan. Half-time enrollment is not a requirement to 
receive aid from the Federal Pell Grant, Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education 
(TEACH) Grant, FSEOG, FWS, and Federal Perkins Loan programs. 
 
Health and Human Services, U.S. Department of (HHS): The federal government agency that provides 
assistance to future health care practitioners. The Nursing Student Loan, Health Profession Student Loan, and 
Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students are among some of the aid programs administered by HHS. 
 
Health Professions Programs: Federal student assistance programs administered by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services for students preparing for careers in the health sciences. 
 
HHS: See Health and Human Services, U.S. Department of. 
 
Income Protection Allowance (IPA): An allowance against income for the basic costs of maintaining family 
members in the home. The allowance is based upon consumption and other cost estimates of the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics for a family at the low standard of living. 
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Independent Student: A student who: 
(a) Will be 24 years of age by December 31 of the award year; 
(b) Is an orphan or a ward of the court;  
(c) Is an orphan, in foster care, or a ward of the court, at any time when the student was 13 years of age or 

older; 
(d) Is an emancipated minor or is in legal guardianship as determined by a court in the student’s state of legal 

residence; 
(e) Is an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or who is at risk of homelessness and is self-supporting, as 

documented during the school year; 
(f) Is a veteran; 
(g) Is serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for purposes other than training; 
(h) Is married; 
(i) Is a graduate or professional student; 
(j) Has legal dependents other than a spouse; 
(k) Has dependent children; or 
(l) Presents documentation of other unusual circumstances demonstrating independence to the financial aid 

administrator. 
 
Interest: A loan expense charged by the lender and paid by the borrower for the use of borrowed money. The 
expense is calculated as a percentage of the unpaid principal amount (loan amount) borrowed. 
 
Investment Plans: Coverdell Educational Savings Accounts and state 529 plans are examples of educational 
investment plans that can be used to assist with higher education expenses, usually sponsored by commercial 
banking institutions. 
 
Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant (IASG) Program: A non-need-based federal grant program for students 
whose parent or guardian died as the result of military service in Iraq or Afghanistan after September 11, 
2001. If a student is eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, he or she cannot receive an IASG. 
 
Legal Dependent (of Applicant): A biological or adopted child, or a person for whom the applicant has been 
appointed legal guardian, and for whom the applicant provides more than half support. In addition, a legal 
dependent is a person who lives with and receives at least half support from the applicant and will continue to 
receive that support during the award year. For purposes of determining dependency status, a spouse is not 
considered a legal dependent. 
 
Loan: An advance of funds evidenced by a promissory note and requiring the recipient to repay the specified 
amount(s) under prescribed conditions. 
 
Loan Repayment Program: A special program available to qualified students who have attended college on 
federally-funded student loans and for whom loans are repaid based upon employment in a particular field or 
with a participating federal agency, including the U.S. Army, Navy, and Air Force. 
 
Master Promissory Note (MPN): A promissory note for the Federal Perkins Loan and Direct Loan programs 
that allows borrowers to apply for multiple loans during a student’s attendance at a postsecondary institution. 
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Means-Tested Federal Benefit Program: A federal benefit program for which the applicant must demonstrate 
financial need. 
 
Merit-based Aid: Financial aid awarded because of a student’s achievement or talent in a particular area, such 
as academics, athletics, music, etc. 
 
Military Scholarships: Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) scholarships available for the U.S. Army, Navy, 
and Air Force at participating postsecondary institutions throughout the United States. These scholarships 
cover tuition and fees, books and supplies, and include a subsistence allowance. 
 
National and Community Service: A program established through the National and Community Service Trust 
Act of 1993 designed to reward individuals who provide community service with educational benefits and/or 
loan forgiveness or cancellation. 
 
National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Scholarship Program: Scholarship program for students who pursue 
full-time courses of study in certain health professions disciplines, and are willing to serve as primary care 
practitioners in underserved areas after completing their education. 
 
National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS): The U.S. Department of Education’s database for federal 
student financial aid funds that students have received. NSLDS receives data from schools, guaranty agencies, 
and U.S. Department of Education programs. 
 
Need: See Financial Need. 
 
Need Analysis: A system by which an applicant’s ability to pay for educational expenses is evaluated and 
calculated. Need analysis consists of two primary components: (a) determination of an estimate of the 
applicant’s and/or family’s ability to contribute to educational expenses; and (b) determination of an accurate 
estimate of the educational expenses themselves. 
 
Need Analysis Formula: Defines the data elements used to calculate the EFC; there are two distinct formulas: 
regular and simplified. The formula determines the EFC under the Federal Methodology. 
 
Need-Based Aid: Student assistance awarded because of a student’s demonstrated calculated need for 
assistance. 
 
Non-Need-Based Aid: Student financial assistance based on criteria other than need, such as academic, 
musical, or athletic ability. Also, refers to federal student aid programs where the EFC is not part of the need 
equation. 
 
Packaging: The process of combining various types of student aid (loans, grants, scholarships, and student 
employment) to attempt to meet the full amount of a student’s need. 
 
Parent Contribution: A quantitative estimate of the parents’ ability to contribute to the postsecondary 
educational expenses of a dependent student. 
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PDF FAFSA: A version of the FAFSA viewed using Adobe Acrobat which may be completed and filed like a 
paper FAFSA. 
 
PLUS: See Direct PLUS Loan. 
 
Principal (of a loan): The amount of money borrowed through a loan; does not include interest or other 
charges, unless they are capitalized. 
 
Professional Judgment (PJ): The financial aid administrator’s discretion, based on the special circumstances of 
the student, to change the data elements used in determining eligibility for federal student aid, adjust a 
student’s cost of attendance, or deny or reduce Direct Loan eligibility. 
 
Promissory Note: The legal document which binds a borrower to the repayment obligations and other terms 
and conditions which govern a loan program. 
 
Regular Student: One who is enrolled or accepted for enrollment at an institution for the purpose of obtaining 
a degree, certificate, or other recognized education credential offered by that institution. 
 
Repayment Schedule: A plan that is provided to the borrower at the time he or she ceases at least half-time 
enrollment. The plan sets forth the principal and interest due on each installment and the number of 
payments required to pay the loan in full. Additionally, it includes the interest rate, the due date of the first 
payment, and the frequency of payments. 
 
Reserve Officers Training Corps Scholarship Program: See ROTC Scholarship Program. 
 
ROTC Scholarship Program: Competitive scholarship that pays for tuition, fees, books, a monthly living 
stipend, and other benefits in exchange for participating in drills and classes during the academic year, military 
camp during the summer, and, upon graduation, full-time active duty in the military for at least four years. 
 
SAR: See Student Aid Report. 
 
SAR Acknowledgment: A one-page Student Aid Report that cannot be corrected. Students who file a FAFSA on 
the Web (FOTW) or submit online corrections without providing a valid email address receive this output 
document. 
 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP):  Qualitative and quantitative standards students must meet towards 
degree or certificate completion in order to remain eligible to receive federal student financial aid. 
 
Scholarship: A form of financial assistance that does not require repayment or employment and is usually 
made to students who demonstrate or show potential for distinction, usually in academic performance. 
 
Scholarship Search Services: Organizations that may help students find little known and unused financial aid 
funds. Families who are interested in using such a service should carefully investigate the company first. 
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Service Academy: The five postsecondary institutions administered by branches of the military [U.S. Military 
Academy, U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, U.S. Coast Guard Academy, and U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy]. 
 
Simplified Needs Test (SNT): An alternate method of calculating the EFC for families with incomes of less than 
$50,000, and who meet one of the following conditions: filed, or are eligible to file, an IRS Form 1040A or 
1040EZ, are not required to file an income tax return, who have a household member who received benefits 
through a federal means-tested benefit program, or is a dislocated worker. The SNT excludes all assets from 
consideration in the calculation of the EFC. 
 
Student Aid Report (SAR): The official notification sent to a student as a result of the CPS receiving an 
applicant record (FAFSA) for a student. The SAR summarizes applicant information, provides the EFC for a 
student, and displays other special messages related to the student’s application. In some instances the SAR 
may need to be submitted to the financial aid office at the school the student plans to attend, but only if the 
school requests it. Depending on how the student submits the FAFSA, the SAR is either a paper or electronic 
document. 
 
Student Contribution: A quantitative estimate of the student’s ability to contribute to postsecondary 
expenses for a given year. 
 
Subsidy: The money the federal government uses to help underwrite student aid programs. 
 
Taxable Income: Income earned from wages, salaries, and tips, as well as interest income, dividend income, 
business or farm profits, and rental or property income. 
 
Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant Program: A federal non-need-
based grant program in which funds are awarded to undergraduate and graduate students who want to 
pursue a teaching career in a high-need field and who agree to teach in a school serving low-income students 
(Title I schools) after graduating. If a recipient does not fulfill the service requirement, funds convert into a 
Direct Unsubsidized Loan. 
 
Title IV Programs: Those federal student aid programs authorized under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 
1965, as amended. Includes the Federal Pell Grant, Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant (IASG), Teacher 
Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant, Federal Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG), Federal Work-Study (FWS), Federal Perkins Loan, and Federal Direct Student Loan 
(Direct Loan) programs. 
 
Tuition Payment Plans: A strategy by which payment for present costs of postsecondary education is 
extended into a future period of time. 
 
Unmet Need: The difference between a student’s total cost of attendance at a specific institution and the 
student’s total available resources. 
 
Untaxed Income: All income received that is not reported to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) or is reported 
but excluded from taxation. Such income would include but not be limited to untaxed capital gains, interest on 
tax-free bonds, dividend exclusion, and military and other subsistence and living allowances. 
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Verification: A process used to confirm data reported on the FAFSA. Institutions are authorized to obtain 
documentation to confirm the information reported on the FAFSA. 
 
Veterans Educational Benefits: Assistance programs for eligible veterans and/or their dependents for 
education or training. 
 
Vocational Rehabilitation: Programs administered by state departments of vocational rehabilitation services 
to assist individuals who have a physical or mental disability which is a substantial handicap to employment. 
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ABBREVIATIONS COMMONLY USED IN FINANCIAL AID ADMINISTRATION 
 
ACT: American College Testing Program 
 
AGI: Adjusted Gross Income 
 
BA or BS: Baccalaureate degree 
 
BIA: Bureau of Indian Affairs 
 
CLEP: College-Level Examination Program 
 
COA: Cost of attendance 
 
CPS: Central Processing System 
 
ED: U.S. Department of Education 
 
EFC: Expected family contribution 
 
FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
 
FM: Federal Methodology 
 
FOTW: FAFSA on the Web 
 
FSEOG: Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 
 
FWS: Federal Work-Study 
 
GPA: Grade point average 
 
HHS: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
 
IPA: Income protection allowance 
 
IRS: Internal Revenue Service 
 
PC: Parental contribution 
 
ROTC: Reserve Officer Training Corps 
 
SAR: Student Aid Report 
 
SAT: Scholastic Aptitude Test 
 
SC: Student contribution 
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2018-19 Application and Verification Guide 
This guide is intended for college financial aid administrators and 
counselors who help students begin the aid process—filing the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form, verifying information, 
and making corrections and other changes to the information 
reported on the FAFSA. 

The complete guide (122 pages), can be found by visiting the following page: 

https://ifap.ed.gov/fsahandbook/1819FSAHbkAVG.html  
 

Note: The “2018-19 Application and Verification Guide” is a document made available by the Dept. of 
Education, made specifically for FAFSA filers. Many of the topics discussed in this verification guide also 
could be applied for CA Dream Act filers.  

To determine if the same rule(s) apply for CADAA filers, please contact the California Student Aid 
Commission at 1-888-294-0153. 

https://ifap.ed.gov/fsahandbook/1819FSAHbkAVG.html
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Whether you’re an adult returning to school or a recent high school graduate, there’s a lot to consider when you’re thinking 
about college, or career, technical, or trade school. One of those considerations should be how you plan to fund your 
education. 

Chances are, you’ll to need to rely on student loans (money that you borrow and pay back with interest*) to help pay for at 
least part of your education. 

Federal student loans (loans made by the federal government) are available to help you cover your education expenses. This 
brochure will help guide you through the basics of responsible borrowing. 

BASICS OF STUDENT LOANS 
With careful planning and an understanding of the basics of student loans, you can help ensure that you achieve your 

academic goals and graduate with a manageable amount of debt. 

Know the Types of Federal Student Loans 

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) offers federal student loans through the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan (Direct 

Loan) Program.1 There are three types of Direct Loans. 

LOAN TYPE AVAILABLE TO DETAILS AND UPDATES 

Direct Subsidized Loans* Undergraduate students StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub 

Direct Unsubsidized Loans* Undergraduate, graduate, and professional 
degree students 

StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub 

Direct PLUS Loans Graduate and professional degree 
students, and parents of dependent 
undergraduate students (you must not 
have an adverse credit history*) 

StudentAid.gov/plus 

1As of publication time, participating schools also offered federal student loans through the Federal Perkins Loan Program. 
For more information, visit StudentAid.gov/perkins. 

For information on current interest rates, visit StudentAid.gov/interest. 

Consider Federal Student Loans First 

Student loans can also come from private sources, such as banks or fnancial institutions. These are often called private 

student loans. Federal student loans have many benefts that private loans don’t typically offer, such as 

• low fxed interest rates, 

• the option to consolidate multiple loans (learn more at StudentAid.gov/consolidation), 

• fexible repayment plans based on income, 

• cancellation, discharge, and forgiveness of loans under certain circumstances (learn more at StudentAid.gov/forgiveness), 
and 

• postponement options, including deferment* and forbearance* of loan payments if you return to school or experience an 
economic hardship. 

To learn more about the differences between federal student loans and private loans, visit StudentAid.gov/federal-vs-private. 

*Please refer to the glossary on the back page 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/consolidation
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/federal-vs-private
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/Perkins
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/interest-rates
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/PLUS


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

STEPS TO RECEIVE DIRECT LOANS 

Determine Your Eligibility 

To qualify for a Direct Loan, you must be enrolled (or planning to enroll) at least half-time at a school that participates in the 

Direct Loan Program. You must also meet general eligibility requirements for the federal student aid programs. You can learn 

more about these requirements at StudentAid.gov/eligibility. 

Fill Out the FAFSA® Form 

To apply for federal student loans, you need to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form every 

year you’re in school. Completing and submitting the FAFSA form is free, and the fastest and easiest way to do so is online 

at fafsa.gov. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa for details about the application process. 

Review Aid Offers 

The schools that you identifed on your FAFSA form (and that have offered you admission) will send you fnancial aid offers 

that include the types and amounts of fnancial aid you may receive. You’ll be asked to indicate which fnancial aid you want 

to accept. 

A good rule of thumb is to accept free money first (scholarships* and grants*), then earned money (work-study*), and then 

borrowed money (federal student loans). You don’t have to repay grants, scholarships, or work-study earnings (as long as 

you complete the term for which you were paid). Once you have exhausted those options, then you should look to federal 

student loans. Remember, loans are borrowed money that must be repaid with interest, so you should borrow only what you 

need. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/types to learn more about the different types of aid. 

Complete a Master Promissory Note and Entrance Counseling 

After accepting a Direct Loan, you’ll have to sign a loan agreement called a Master Promissory Note (MPN)* and  also go  

through entrance counseling.* Both requirements can be completed on StudentLoans.gov, but you should check with 

your school’s financial aid office to find out how they expect you to complete them. 

*Please refer to the glossary on the back page

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility
https://fafsa.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types
https://studentloans.gov/myDirectLoan/index.action


 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 

 
 

 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE RECEIVING A LOAN 
Federal student loans can help you pay your education expenses, but you need to borrow responsibly. It’s important that you 

do the following before you borrow. 

Determine How Much You Should Borrow 

Figure out how much money you will need to borrow to cover your education expenses for each year you’re in school. Any 

school that participates in the federal student aid programs is required to provide information on its cost of attendance and 

to offer a net price* calculator on its website. 

The following factors will also affect how much you need to borrow: 

• Where you plan to attend school (the cost of living is different depending on the city your school is in)

• The price of the school you plan to attend (the more expensive the school, the more likely it is you will have to borrow)

• The amount of fnancial aid your school can offer from its funds (some schools offer signifcant scholarships and grants
to make the net price affordable even if the cost of attendance is high)

• Your expected graduation date and your future borrowing needs to get you through to graduation (you can get a rough
estimate of your total borrowing needs by multiplying the amount you’re borrowing for one year by the length of your
program)

For suggestions on reducing your college costs, visit StudentAid.gov/collegecost. 

Estimate What You Might Earn After Graduation 

Check with the career center at your school for starting salaries of recent graduates in your prospective feld(s) of study to 
get an idea of how much you might earn after you graduate. Different programs will have different expected employment 
outcomes that will infuence your earning potential. 

Add up your estimated total net income (your monthly salary minus taxes) and any other sources of income you expect 
to have. 

Understand What Repayment Might Look Like 

Once you have a realistic idea of your potential income after you graduate, and the amount you need to borrow to meet your 
education expenses, you’ll want to determine your estimated monthly loan payment amount and the amount you’ll pay in 
total for your loan. To get an idea of what your monthly student loan payment will be under available repayment plans, use 
the Repayment Estimator at StudentAid.gov/repayment-estimator. 

You’ll need to repeat this process each time you receive a student loan to ensure that you are calculating your payments based 
on your accumulated total loan debt. 

You’ll want to make sure that you are able to live comfortably after meeting your monthly student loan payment. You should 

try to keep your monthly payments to 8 percent of your monthly pay. 

After you leave school or drop below half-time enrollment, your loan servicer* will contact you and provide you with loan 

repayment information. Generally, you will be expected to start making payments six months after you leave school or drop 

below half-time enrollment. Learn more at StudentAid.gov/repay. 

*Please refer to the glossary on the back page

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/choosing-schools/consider/costs
https://studentloans.gov/myDirectLoan/repaymentEstimator.action
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

     
 

 

       

 

 

 
 

TIPS FOR MANAGING YOUR LOANS 
Don’t wait until you leave school to review your student loan debt. If you wait, you may fnd you have borrowed more than you 
can afford to repay. 

Track Your Borrowing 

You can view your federal student aid history at StudentAid.gov/login. If you have private loans, they will not be listed there. 

Pay Interest as It Accumulates 

Whenever possible, pay interest on your federal student loans while you’re in school, and during grace,* deferment, and 
forbearance periods. This will allow you to avoid capitalization* of any unpaid interest. 

Stay in Touch With Your Loan Servicer 

At any time after you receive a federal student loan, you must notify your loan servicer if you 

• change your address or telephone number;

• change your name (for example, maiden name to married name);

• enroll less than half-time for the loan period certifed by the school;

• fail to enroll at the school that determined you were eligible to receive the loan;

• stop attending school or drop below half-time enrollment;

• transfer from one school to another school; or

• graduate.

*Please refer to the glossary on the back page

CONTACT US 

U.S. Department of Education 
Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC) 

P.O. Box 84 

Washington, DC 20044-0084 

1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) 

TTY users can call 1-800-730-8913. 

Callers in locations without access to 1-800 numbers may 
call 1-334-523-2691 (this is not a toll-free number). 

Photos – Front Cover: woman on laptop, PeopleImages/Getty 
Images; classroom, Caiaimage/Sam Edwards/Getty Images; group 
of students, David Schaffer/Getty Images; man writing, FatCamera/ 
Getty Images; books, Rakop Tanyakam/EyeEm/Getty Images; man 
on tablet, HeroImages/Getty Images. Page 3: female student, 
Jamie Grill/JGI/Getty Images; male student, PeopleImages/Getty 
Images. These photos are protected by copyright. Permission to 
use or otherwise reproduce these photos must be obtained directly 
from Getty Images. 

Stay Connected 

Access your federal student loan information at 
StudentAid.gov/login 

Information for U.S. armed forces StudentAid.gov/military 

/FederalStudentAid         

 /FAFSA

 / FederalStudentAid 

The information in this guide was compiled in summer 2017. 
For changes to federal student aid programs since then, visit 
StudentAid.gov. 

Printed: September 2017 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/?login=true
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/?login=true
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/military
https://www.facebook.com/FederalStudentAid
https://www.twitter.com/FAFSA
https://www.youtube.com/FederalStudentAid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/


 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

     

GLOSSARY 
Terminology What does it mean? 
Adverse Credit History A credit history is a summary of your financial strength, including your history of paying bills and your ability 

to repay future loans. Your credit history may be considered adverse if you have experienced bankruptcy 
discharge or foreclosure within the past five years, or if you have any accounts that are 90 days or more 
delinquent. 

Capitalization The addition of unpaid interest to the principal balance of a loan. When the interest on your federal student 
loan is not paid as it accrues (accumulates), ED will capitalize the interest under certain circumstances. This 
increases the outstanding principal* amount due on the loan and may cause your monthly payment amount to 
increase. Interest is then charged on that higher principal balance, increasing the overall cost of the loan. 

Deferment A postponement of payment on a loan. Deferment is allowed under certain conditions. During deferment, 
interest does not generally accrue (accumulate) on Direct Subsidized Loans, Subsidized Federal Stafford 
Loans, and Federal Perkins Loans. All other federal student loans that are deferred will continue to accrue 
interest. Any unpaid interest that accrued during the deferment period may be capitalized (added to the 
principal balance of the loans). 

Entrance Counseling A mandatory information session, which takes place before you receive your frst federal student loan; entrance 
counseling explains your responsibilities and rights as a student borrower. 

Forbearance A period during which your monthly loan payments are temporarily suspended or reduced. ED may grant you 
forbearance if you are willing but unable to make loan payments due to certain types of fnancial hardships. 
During forbearance, principal payments are postponed but interest continues to accrue (accumulate). Unpaid 
interest that accrues during the forbearance will be capitalized (added to the principal balance of your loans), 
increasing the total amount you owe. 

Grace Period A period of time (generally six months) after a borrower graduates, leaves school, or drops below half-time 
enrollment during which the borrower is not required to make payments on certain federal student loans. Some 
federal student loans will accrue interest during the grace period, and if the interest is unpaid, it will be added 
to the principal balance of the loan when the repayment period begins. 

Grant Financial aid, often based on fnancial need, that does not have to be repaid (unless, for example, you 
withdraw from school and owe a refund). 

Interest A loan expense charged for the use of borrowed money. Interest is paid by the borrower to ED. The expense is 
calculated as a percentage of the unpaid principal amount of the loan. 

Loan Servicer A company that collects payments, responds to customer service inquiries, and performs other administrative 
tasks associated with maintaining a federal student loan on behalf of ED. If you're unsure of who your federal 
student loan servicer is, you can look it up in “My Federal Student Aid” at StudentAid.gov/login. 

Master Promissory 
Note (MPN) 

A binding legal document that you must sign when you get a federal student loan. The MPN can be used to 
make one or more loans for one or more academic years (up to 10 years) at one or more schools. It lists the 
terms and conditions under which you agree to repay the loan and explains your rights and responsibilities as 
a borrower. It’s important to read and save your MPN because you’ll need to refer to it later when you begin 
repaying your loan or at other times when you need information about loan provisions, such as deferments or 
forbearances. 

Net Price An estimate of the actual cost that a student and his or her family need to pay in a given year to cover 
education expenses for the student to attend a particular school. Net price is determined by taking the 
institution's cost of attendance and subtracting any grants and scholarships for which the student may be 
eligible. 

Principal Loan principal can refer either to the original amount borrowed (original principal), or to the remaining amount 
of principal to be repaid (current principal). The current principal balance may include interest that has been 
capitalized (for example, interest that was capitalized at the end of a period of deferment or forbearance). 

Scholarship Money awarded to a student based on academic or other achievements to help pay for education expenses. 
Scholarships generally do not have to be repaid. 

Subsidized Loan A loan based on fnancial need for which the federal government generally pays the interest that accrues while 
the borrower is in an in-school, grace, or deferment status. A borrower is eligible to receive subsidized loans for 
up to 150 percent of his or her program length. 

Unsubsidized Loan A loan for which the borrower is fully responsible for paying the interest regardless of the loan status. Interest 
on unsubsidized loans accrues from the date of disbursement and continues throughout the life of the loan. 
This type of loan is not based on fnancial need. 

Work-study A federal student aid program that provides part-time employment while a student is enrolled in school. 
Work-study earnings help pay the student’s education expenses. 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/?login=true
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FAFSA: Step-by-Step

What is it? FAFSA stands for Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid. The federal government uses this 
form to determine your eligibility for federal financial aid 
for college, which may include grants, scholarships, 
work-study and loans. 
 
Why fill it out? The FAFSA is used to apply for financial 
aid from the federal and state government(s) and from 
most public and private colleges. Private colleges may 
have their own supplemental forms in addition to the 
FAFSA for awarding their own aid funds. For example, 
about 250 private colleges require an additional form 
called the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE. The FAFSA is a 
prerequisite for the unsubsidized Stafford and Parent 
PLUS loans, which do not depend on financial need. 
 
EFC stands for Expected Family Contribution. 
According to the government’s calculation, you and your 
family should be able to contribute this amount in the 
coming academic year to your college costs. The EFC is 
a harsh assessment of you and your family’s ability to 
pay for college.  It does not consider the impact of 
consumer debt on a family’s financial strength. 
 
How does it work? The college you plan to attend will 
try to meet your demonstrated financial need with a 
package of different types of aid from multiple sources, 
including federal, state, school and private sources.  
 
You can do the following on www.fafsa.ed.gov:  

 
 
 

 Add additional colleges and universities 
FAFSA next year 

 To obtain a FSA ID, eligible students should visit 
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas. 

 Fill out the form to create a FSA ID and follow all 
instructions.  

 Keep your FSA ID confidential. It allows you to 
electronically sign federal student aid and loan 
documents and access your confidential FAFSA 
information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Step 1: Assemble forms needed to complete FAFSA 

You and your parents (if you are dependent) need the 
following to fill out the form: 
 Social Security Number 
 Current bank and brokerage account statements 
 Driver's license (if any) 
 Current mortgage and investment records (if any) 
 Alien registration card (if not a U.S. citizen) 
 Current federal tax return (estimates are OK on tax 

questions, if you or your parents haven’t filed yet) 
 Current untaxed income records (if any) 
 Current W2 and 1099 forms and other record of 

money earned 
 Parents' current income tax return (if dependent) 
 
Step 2: Complete the FAFSA 

 Download, print and complete the FAFSA on the Web 
worksheet. 

 Complete FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
The online version is used by over 99% of the 
applicants since it includes skip logic to avoid asking 
you unnecessary and redundant questions. 
Processing is quicker and more efficient with built-in 
edit-checks to reduce errors on the form. 

 In order to maximize the amount of aid, fill out the 
FAFSA as soon as possible after October 1. 

 Once finished, print the FAFSA summary as well as 
the "Submission Confirmation" page (or write down 
your confirmation number and date). If you complete 
the paper version, make a copy for your records. 
 

Step 3: Review your Student Aid Report (SAR) 

The SAR is proof that your FAFSA was received. You 
should receive your electronic SAR in 1-3 days if you 
filed electronically (paper filing: 2-3 weeks). 
 
What if I find errors on my Student Aid Report 
(SAR)? 
 Report errors immediately to your financial aid office. 

You can also make corrections online using your FSA 
ID at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

 If you don't receive your SAR in 3-4 weeks, call 1-800-
433-3243 (1-800-4-FED-AID) or visit 
www.studentaid.ed.gov. 

 

 
Quick Tip: New in 2016, the FAFSA application will now be accepted as early as October 1

st
.  Early submission 

maximizes your chances of receiving aid. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
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Student Aid Report (SAR) and Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

What is the Student Aid Report (SAR)? 

The SAR is a summary of the information you entered 
on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). It tells you how much federal student aid you 
might be eligible to receive, and how much the 
government thinks you can reasonably pay for your 
school expenses. The SAR also notifies you if you are 
eligible for a Federal Pell Grant.  You will receive a SAR 
in 1-3 days after you filed an Electronic FAFSA or 2-3 
weeks after you filed a paper version. Check 
immediately for your EFC and any mistakes or errors. 
 

What is the Expected Family Contribution (EFC)? 

The EFC is the amount you and your family will be 
expected to pay for the coming academic year based on 
your financial situation. Some colleges do not satisfy the 
student’s full demonstrated financial need, leaving the 
family with unmet need (a gap). Some need may be met 
with loans, which need to be repaid, usually with interest. 
 

How is the EFC calculated? 

The U.S. Department of Education uses the Federal 
Methodology (FM) to calculate your aid eligibility. The 
FM takes into account your family’s income, the number 
of family members, in college, net value of assets and 
your enrollment status, among other factors. To estimate 
your EFC, utilize the Expected Family Contribution 
Calculator: www.finaid.org/efc. 
 
What happens after I receive my SAR? 

Look for mistakes or errors. Any colleges you listed on 
your FAFSA will also receive an electronic copy of your 
SAR. If you find an error notify your school’s financial aid 
office immediately to let them know. Errors can also be 
corrected online using your FSA ID at www.fasfa.gov. 
 

What if I find mistakes on my SAR? 

Let your college know and go to www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
Under “FAFSA Follow Up,” click “Make Corrections to a 
Processed FAFSA.” Check the items you want to 
change and make corrections. On paper, on the last 
pages of the SAR, find your original FAFSA info. Make 
changes and only fill in the areas that need to be 
changed and/or corrected. You and your parents must 
sign and mail the corrected FAFSA to the central 
processor or send to each school to which you are 
applying to for admission and financial aid.  

 

Highlights of each page in your SAR: 

Page 1  Intro: Tracks the aid process for you. If there 
is an asterisk next to your EFC, you have 
been selected for verification (see below)*. 

 
Page 2  Confidentiality information; reminders. 
 
Page 3  EFC, other info: EFC is listed at the top, 

along with other information, such as any 
issues with aid eligibility. 

 
Page 4  Summary of loans: Refer to your records 

and make sure your totals are accurate. 
 
Pages 5-8  FAFSA summary: Review the summary. 

Make corrections or changes in the spaces 
provided. You can also make changes 
online at: www.fafsa.gov.   

 

SAR Information Acknowledgement: Correct any wrong 
information on pages 5 through 8 of the SAR or online. 
 

When do I receive my financial aid? 

Once your college reviews your SAR and verifies your 
eligibility, it will create and notify you of your aid eligibility 
and send an award letter. You do not need to accept all 
of the aid that’s offered to you; accept only the aid you 
want. Rejecting one form of aid, however, will not result 
in increases in the other forms of aid. Federal aid will 
first be applied to certain school charges, such as tuition, 
fees, room and board. Excess may then be disbursed to 
the student or credited to his or her student account. 
 

*Why is there an asterisk next to my EFC? 

An asterisk (*) means you have been selected for 
verification and you must provide documents to your 
college to verify that information submitted on the 
FAFSA is correct. If your college asks verification 
documents, send as soon as possible to avoid a delay in 
the aid process. The US Department of Education has 
switched to a targeted verification process. About a third 
to half of all FAFSAs will be selected for verification. 
Some colleges verify 100% of their aid applicants, they 
find that this increases the accuracy of the information 
used to award financial aid. This helps ensure that the 
most deserving/needy students receive financial aid. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.finaid.org/efc
http://www.fasfa.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): 

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid or FAFSA 

is a national form used to collect demographic and 

financial information from applicants for Federal, state, 

and some institutional financial aid programs. The form 

collects information from the student (and family, if 

applicable) such as prior year income, current net value 

of assets, family size and the number of children who will 

be enrolled in college on at least a half-time basis in the 

coming academic year.  

 
Net Cost: The net cost is the difference between the 

cost of attendance and the need-based financial aid 
package. (Net Cost = COA – Financial Aid) 
 
Net Price: The net price is the same as the out-of-pocket 

cost, the difference between the cost of attendance and 
just grants. The net price is the amount the family pays, 
earns or borrows to cover college costs.  
(Net Price = COA – Grants) 
 
Open Admissions: Students are admitted regardless of 

their academic qualifications. Most community colleges 
and for-profit colleges have an open admissions policy. 
 
Out-of-State Students: Generally applies to students 

attending a public university outside of their home state. 
Out of-state students usually pay a higher tuition rate 
unless they establish legal residency for the state where 
they attend school or a reciprocity agreement is in place 
between the student’s state and the state of the school. 
 
Rolling Admissions: There is no set admissions 

deadline date; qualified students are accepted until 
classes are filled. 
 
Student Aid Report (SAR): The Student Aid Report lists 

the data elements submitted on the FAFSA, some 
intermediate calculations, the student’s expected family 
contribution along with other information such as the 
graduation rates of the colleges being considered. 
 
Unmet Need: The unmet need, sometimes called a gap, 

is the difference between the full demonstrated financial 
need and the student’s need-based financial aid 
package. (Unmet Need = Financial Need – Financial Aid) 

 

Glossary of Key Terms 
 
Award Letter: The financial aid award letter is a 

notification telling you about the financial aid offered to 
you by your college (including estimated costs, financing 
information, types of aid, amounts offered, specific 
program information, etc.). You may choose to accept 
some or all of what is offered. Unfortunately, colleges do 
not increase the grants in the financial aid package if you 
turn down student employment and/or loans. 
 
Credit/Unit (or Credit Hour): A credit hour is a unit of 

measurement for fulfilling course requirements. Most 
colleges require that you complete a certain number of 
credits/units in order to graduate. 
 
Cost of Attendance: The cost of attendance includes all 

costs associated with attending college: tuition & fees, 
room/board, books, supplies, transportation, personal 
expenses and a personal computer. Ask the school 
about increasing your cost of attendance if you have 
dependent care or disability-related expenses. 
 
CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE: The PROFILE form is 

used to apply for financial aid at about 250 colleges. It 
calculates the student’s expected family contribution 
(EFC) under the Institutional Methodology (IM). It is used 
to apply for the college’s own financial aid funds and 
does not affect eligibility for government aid. It is filed 
online at profileonline.collegeboard.com. 
 
Demonstrated Financial Need: Demonstrated financial 

need is the difference between the cost of attendance 
and the expected family contribution.  
(Financial Need = COA – EFC) 
 
Enrollment Status: Indicates you attend school full-time 

or part-time. In general, you must attend at least half-
time to qualify for financial aid. 
 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC): Amount toward 

the cost of attendance each year a student; and his or 
her family are expected to contribute from their own 
financial resources. 
 
Financial Aid Package: A financial aid package is a 

combination of multiple types and sources of financial 
aid. It may include money from the federal government, 
state government, the college itself and private sources. 
 

http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/
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Federal Student Grant Programs 
The federal government provides grant funds for students attending colleges, career schools, and universities. Grants, 
unlike loans, are sources of free money and do not have to be repaid.* The major federal student grant programs are 
briefly described below. 

Federal Grant 
Program Program Details Annual Award 

(subject to change) 

Federal Pell Grant  
• Awarded to undergraduate students who have exceptional financial 

need and who have not earned a bachelor’s, graduate, or professional 
degree; in some cases, students enrolled in a postbaccalaureate 
teacher certification program may receive a Federal Pell Grant 

• Pell Grant lifetime eligibility is limited to 12 semesters or the equivalent 

Up to $6,095 for the 

2018–19 award year  

Federal 
Supplemental 
Educational 
Opportunity Grant 
(FSEOG) 

• Awarded to undergraduate students who have exceptional financial 
need and who have not earned a bachelor’s or graduate degree 

• Federal Pell Grant recipients receive priority 

• Not all schools participate in the FSEOG program 

• Funds depend on availability at the school; applications must be 
received by the school’s deadline  

Up to $4,000 a year 

Teacher Education 
Assistance for 
College and Higher 
Education (TEACH) 
Grant 

• For undergraduate, postbaccalaureate, or graduate students who are 
enrolled in programs designed to prepare them to teach in a high-need 
field at the elementary or secondary school level  

• Must agree to serve for a minimum of four years (within eight years of 
completing the program for which you received the grant funds) as a 
full-time teacher in a high-need field in a school or educational service 
agency that serves low-income students  

• Must attend a participating school and meet certain academic 
achievement requirements 

• Failure to complete the teaching service commitment will result in the 
grant being converted to a Direct Unsubsidized Loan that must be 
repaid 

Up to $3,752 for 

grants first disbursed 

on or after Oct. 1, 

2018, and before Oct. 

1, 2019 

 

Iraq and 
Afghanistan 
Service Grant 

• For students whose parent or guardian was a member of the U.S. 
armed forces and died as a result of performing military service in Iraq 
or Afghanistan after the events of 9/11 

• Must be ineligible for a Federal Pell Grant due to having less financial 
need than is required to receive Federal Pell Grant funds 

• Must have been younger than 24 years old or enrolled at least part-
time at a college or career school at the time of the parent’s or 
guardian’s death 

Up to $5,717.11 for 

grants first disbursed 

on or after Oct. 1, 

2018, and before Oct. 

1, 2019 

*Occasionally a student may have to pay back part or all of a grant if, for example, he or she withdraws from school early or 
doesn’t fulfill the requirements of the TEACH Grant service obligation. 

Looking for more sources of free money? Try StudentAid.gov/scholarships for tips on where to look and for a link to a 
free scholarship search tool. For more information on grants, visit StudentAid.gov/grants. Find this fact sheet at 
StudentAid.gov/resources#grant-programs. 

Have questions? Contact or visit the following:
• StudentAid.gov 
• a school’s financial aid office 

• studentaid@ed.gov 

• 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243)  

• TTY for the deaf or hard of hearing:  

1-800-730-8913  

 September 2018 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/finding-scholarships
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources#grant-programs
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
mailto:studentaid@ed.gov


 

Federal Student Loan Programs 
Will you need a loan to attend college? 

If you need a loan to help cover the cost of a college or career school education, think 
federal student aid first. Both federal and private student loans are borrowed funds that you 
must repay with interest, but federal student loans usually offer lower interest rates and 
have more flexible repayment terms and options than private student loans. 

1. What is a federal student loan? 

A federal student loan is made through a loan program administered by the federal 
government. 

2. What is a private student loan? 

A private student loan is a nonfederal loan made by a private lender, such as a bank or 
credit union. The terms and conditions of private student loans are set by the lender, not 
the federal government. If you’re not sure whether you’re being offered a private loan or a 
federal loan, check with the financial aid office at your school. 

3. Why are federal student loans usually a better option for paying for a college or career 
school education? 

Federal student loans offer many benefits that don’t typically accompany private loans. 
These include fixed interest rates, income-based repayment plans, loan cancellation for 
certain types of employment, deferment (postponement) options, and interest rate 
reduction based on repayment method. Also, private loans usually require a credit check, 
while most federal loans for students do not. For these reasons, students and parents 
should always exhaust federal student loan options first before considering a private loan. 

4. How much should I borrow? 

You can determine whether you need a loan and how much you need to borrow by adding 
up the total cost of your education (tuition, fees, room and board, etc.) and subtracting the 
amount of scholarships, grants, and savings you have to contribute to those costs. You 
should borrow only what you need, and consider the earnings potential in your chosen 
profession to determine how easily you'll be able to repay your debt. You can find salary 
estimates for a variety of occupations in the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational 
Outlook Handbook at bls.gov/ooh. Your student loan payments should be only a small 
percentage of your salary after you graduate. 

Have questions? Contact or visit the following:
• StudentAid.gov 
• a school’s financial aid office 

• studentaid@ed.gov 

• 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) 

• TTY for the deaf or hard of hearing: 
1-800-730-8913 

  

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
mailto:studentaid@ed.gov


 

 

What kinds of federal student loans are available? 
The interest rates shown are fixed rates for the life of the loan. 

Federal Loan 
Program 

Program Details  
(subject to change) 

Maximum Annual Award  
(subject to change) 

Direct 
Subsidized 
Loan 

• For undergraduate students who have financial need 

• For loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 2018, and 
before July 1, 2019, interest rate is 5.05% 

• You’re not usually charged interest on the loan during 
certain periods, such as when you’re in school at 
least half-time 

• The U.S. Department of Education (ED) is the lender; 
payment is owed to ED 

Up to $5,500 depending 
on grade level and 
dependency status* 

For total lifetime limit, go to 
StudentAid.gov/sub-
unsub 

Direct 
Unsubsidized 
Loan 

• For undergraduate, graduate, and professional 
degree students; financial need is not required 

• For loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 2018, and 
before July 1, 2019: 
o 5.04% interest rate for loans made to 

undergraduate students, and 
o 6.6% interest rate for loans made to graduate and 

professional degree students 

• You’re responsible for interest during all periods 

• ED is the lender; payment is owed to ED 

Up to $20,500 (less any 
subsidized amounts 
received for same period) 
depending on grade level 
and dependency status* 

For total lifetime limit, go to 
StudentAid.gov/sub-
unsub 

Direct PLUS 
Loan 

• For parents who are borrowing money to pay for their 
dependent undergraduate child’s education, and for 
graduate or professional degree students;* financial 
need is not required 

• For loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 2018, and 
before July 1, 2019, interest rate is 7.6% 

• Borrower must not have adverse credit**  

• ED is the lender; payment is owed to ED 

Maximum amount is cost 
of attendance minus any 
other financial aid student 
receives 

*Learn about dependency status at StudentAid.gov/dependency. 
**Learn about PLUS loans and adverse credit at StudentAid.gov/plus. 

Note: Find interest rates on loans disbursed before July 1, 2018, at StudentAid.gov/interest. 

For more information on loans, visit StudentAid.gov/loans. Find this fact sheet at 
StudentAid.gov/resources#loan-programs. 

August 2018 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/PLUS
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/interest-rates
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources#loan-programs


 

  

Myths About Financial Aid  

Don’t fall for these myths about federal student aid and the application 

process! 

“Federal student aid is just ‘free money’ like grants.” 

Reality: Federal student aid includes three different kinds of financial help: grants, low-interest loans, and 

work-study funds (a part-time job on or near campus). To learn more about the different types of federal 

student aid, visit StudentAid.gov/types. 

“My parents make too much money, so I won’t qualify for aid.” 

Reality: There is no income cut-off to qualify for federal student aid. Many factors—such as the size of your 

family and your year in school—are taken into account. And remember: when you fill out the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA
®
) form, you’re also automatically applying for funds from your state, and 

possibly from your school as well. In fact, some schools won’t even consider you for any of their scholarships 

(including academic scholarships) until you’ve submitted a FAFSA form. Don’t make assumptions about what 

you’ll get—fill out the FAFSA form and find out. 

“Only students with good grades get financial aid.” 

Reality: While a high grade point average will help a student get into a good school and may help with 

academic scholarships, most of the federal student aid programs do not take a student’s grades into 

consideration. Provided a student maintains satisfactory academic progress in his or her program of study, 

federal student aid will help a student with an average academic record complete his or her education. 

“I don’t have good credit, so I can’t get a student loan.” 

Realty: You don’t need to get a credit check for most federal student loans (except for Direct PLUS Loans). 

Also, you won’t need a cosigner to get a federal student loan in most cases.  

“My ethnicity or age makes me ineligible for federal student aid.” 

Reality: There are basic eligibility requirements (which you can find at StudentAid.gov/eligibility), but 

ethnicity and age are not considered. 

“My parents aren’t U.S. citizens, so there’s no way I’ll get aid.” 

Reality: Your parents’ citizenship status is NOT a factor, and the FAFSA form won’t even ask you about it. If 

your parents don’t have Social Security numbers, they must enter 000-00-0000 when the FAFSA form asks 

for their Social Security numbers. 

“The FAFSA® form takes forever to fill out, and it’s really hard to do.” 

Reality: If you’ve got 30 minutes to spare, you’re good. Because that’s about how long it takes to fill out the 

FAFSA form. It’s also not nearly as hard as you might think.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility


 

  

“I support myself, so I don’t have to include parent information on the FAFSA® form.” 

Reality: This is not necessarily true. Even if you support yourself and file taxes on your own, you may still be 

considered a dependent student for federal student aid purposes. If you are considered dependent, you must 

provide your parents’ information on the FAFSA form. The form asks a series of questions to determine your 

dependency status. You can preview the questions at StudentAid.gov/dependency. 

“I can’t file my FAFSA® form in October because I haven’t applied to any schools.” 

Reality: Actually, you CAN complete your FAFSA form before submitting any college or career school 

applications. You’ll need to list at least one school on your FAFSA form, but go ahead and add every school 

you're considering, because some schools have early deadlines to apply for their limited funds. Then later, 

you can add or delete schools on your FAFSA form. 

“I’ll have to update my FAFSA® form after I file my taxes in the spring, won’t I?” 

Reality: Nope! Just enter the tax information the form asks for—or better yet, transfer it directly from the 

Internal Revenue Service if you’re offered that option while applying—and you’re good to go. No need to 

update later. 

Remember: The FAFSA form asks for your and your parents’ tax information from the tax year that was two 

years prior to the start of the school year for which you’re applying for aid. For example, the 2018–19 FAFSA 

form asks for 2016 tax and income information, while the 2019–20 FAFSA form will ask for 2017 tax and 

income information. 

“I didn’t qualify for financial aid last year, so filling out the FAFSA® form again is just a 

waste of time.” 

Reality: It’s super important to fill out a FAFSA form every year you’re in college or career school. Why? 

Because things can change. For instance, your school or state might create a new grant or scholarship, or the 

factors used to calculate your aid could change from one year to the next. Either way, if you don’t submit a 

new FAFSA form, you’re out of luck. 

So what’s next? 

Go to fafsa.gov and fill out the form. If you applied for admission to a college or career school and have been 

accepted—and you listed that school on your FAFSA form—the school will receive the information from your 

FAFSA form, calculate your aid, and send you an electronic or paper aid offer telling you how much aid you’re 

eligible for at the school. 

Have questions? Contact or visit the following:

 StudentAid.gov 

 a school’s financial aid office 

 studentaid@ed.gov 

 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) toll free 

 TTY for the deaf or hard of hearing: 
1-800-730-8913 

Find this fact sheet at StudentAid.gov/resources#myths and share it with others! December 2017 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://fafsa.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
mailto:studentaid@ed.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources#myths
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The Guide to Federal Student Aid 2018–19

DO YOU NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE?
This publication provides basic information on federal student aid to help you pay for college or career school.

John Fedele/Getty Images

STUDENTAID.GOV

What is federal student aid?
It’s money from the federal government—specifically, 
the U.S. Department of Education—that helps you pay 
for college, career school, or graduate school expenses. 
Federal student aid is available through grants, work-
study, and loans every year.

Who gets federal student aid?
Every student who meets certain eligibility requirements 
can get some type of federal student aid, regardless of age 
or family income. If you are a student, some of the most 
basic eligibility requirements are that you must

• demonstrate financial need (for most programs);

• be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen;

• have a valid Social Security number;

• be registered with Selective Service if you’re a male 
between the ages of 18 and 25;

• be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible 
degree or certificate program;

• be enrolled at least half-time (for most programs);

• maintain satisfactory academic progress in college, 
career school, or graduate school;

• sign the certification statement on the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form stating that

 § you are not in default on a federal student loan and 
do not owe money on a federal student grant, and

 § you will use federal student aid only for educational 
purposes; and

• show you’re qualified to obtain a college or career 
school education by

 § having a high school diploma or a General 
Educational Development (GED) certificate or a 
state-recognized equivalent; or

 § completing a high school education in a home- 
school setting approved under state law; or

 § enrolling in an eligible career pathways program.

Find more details about eligibility requirements at  
StudentAid.gov/eligibility.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/


How do I apply for federal student 
aid?
To apply for federal student aid, you need to complete the 
FAFSA® form at fafsa.gov. 

Students and parents are required to use an FSA ID, made 
up of a username and password, to submit their FAFSA 
form online and to access sensitive information on U.S. 
Department of Education websites. Your FSA ID is used to 
confirm your identity and electronically sign your federal 
student aid documents. Your FSA ID has the same legal 
status as a written signature. Don't give your FSA ID to 
anyone or allow anyone to create an FSA ID for you. To 
create an FSA ID, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid.

Completing and submitting the FAFSA form is free and 
quick, and it gives you access to the largest sources of 
financial aid to pay for college or career school—federal, 
state, and school sources. If you need a paper FAFSA 
form, request one at edpubs.gov or call toll free at              
1-877-433-7827.

When should I apply for federal 
student aid?
If you plan to attend college from July 1, 2018, through 
June 30, 2019, you’ll be able to submit a 2018–19 FAFSA 
form beginning on Oct. 1, 2017. You’ll be required to report 
income and tax information from 2016.

Why should I apply as soon as 
possible?
When you fill out a FAFSA form, you are applying for federal, 
state, and school financial aid. Schools and states often 
use FAFSA information to award nonfederal aid, and their 
deadlines vary, so apply as soon as possible. Check with the 
schools you’re interested in to find out about their deadlines. 
You can find state deadlines at fafsa.gov.

Do I need to apply for financial aid 
every year?
Yes, you must reapply for aid every year.

What happens to my aid if I 
change schools?
If you change schools, your aid doesn’t automatically 
transfer with you. Check with your new school to find out 
what you need to do to continue receiving financial aid.

Can I find out how much I’ll get 
before I apply?
If you’re not ready to apply for federal student aid, but 
would like to estimate your aid, visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa   
/estimate to learn about and use FAFSA4caster, an early       
eligibility estimator.

What information do I report on 
the FAFSA® form?
The FAFSA form asks for information about you (your name, 
Social Security number, date of birth, address, etc.) and 
about your financial situation. A series of questions will also 
determine whether you are considered a “dependent” or 
an “independent” student. If you are a dependent student, 
then you must provide information about your parents. 
Learn more about dependency status at StudentAid.gov  
/dependency.

Where does my FAFSA® 
information go once I submit it?
Your FAFSA information is shared with the colleges or 
career schools you listed on your form, and with state higher 
education agencies. Here’s why:

• The financial aid office at each school to which you 
applied for admission uses your FAFSA information 
to determine how much federal student aid you may 
receive at that school.

• If the school provides its own funds to students as 
nonfederal aid, it might use your FAFSA information to 
determine your eligibility for that aid. (You might need to 
fill out other forms to apply for aid there, so check with 
the school’s financial aid office.)

• Many states have financial aid funds they give out, 
and many of their programs base eligibility on FAFSA 
information.

 Emma Innocenti/Getty Images

 

              
  

                

https://fafsa.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid
https://www.edpubs.gov
https://fafsa.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency


 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

               

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
                 

         

 
 

 
 

 
 
                  

 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

TYPES OF FEDERAL STUDENT AID: GRANTS, WORK-STUDY, AND LOANS 
How do I apply for federal student 
aid? 
To apply for federal student aid, you need to complete the 
FAFSA® form at fafsa.gov. 

Students and parents are required to use an FSA ID, made 
up of a username and password, to submit their FAFSA 
form online and to access sensitive information on U.S. 
Department of Education websites. Your FSA ID is used to 
confrm your identity and electronically sign your federal 
student aid documents. Your FSA ID has the same legal 
status as a written signature. Don't give your FSA ID to 
anyone or allow anyone to create an FSA ID for you. To 
create an FSA ID, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid. 

Completing and submitting the FAFSA form is free and 
quick, and it gives you access to the largest sources of 
fnancial aid to pay for college or career school—federal, 
state, and school sources. If you need a paper FAFSA 
form, request one at edpubs.gov or call toll free at 
1-877-433-7827. 

When should I apply for federal 
student aid? 
If you plan to attend college from July 1, 2018, through 
June 30, 2019, you’ll be able to submit a 2018–19 FAFSA 
form beginning on Oct. 1, 2017. You’ll be required to report 
income and tax information from 2016. 

Why should I apply as soon as 
possible? 
When you fll out a FAFSA form, you are applying for federal, 
state, and school fnancial aid. Schools and states often 
use FAFSA information to award nonfederal aid, and their 
deadlines vary, so apply as soon as possible. Check with the 
schools you’re interested in to fnd out about their deadlines. 
You can fnd state deadlines at fafsa.gov. 

Do I need to apply for fnancial aid 
every year? 
Yes, you must reapply for aid every year. 

What happens to my aid if I 
change schools? 
If you change schools, your aid doesn’t automatically 
transfer with you. Check with your new school to fnd out 
what you need to do to continue receiving fnancial aid. 

Can I fnd out how much I’ll get 
before I apply? 
If you’re not ready to apply for federal student aid, but 
would like to estimate your aid, visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa 
/estimate to learn about and use FAFSA4caster, an early 
eligibility estimator. 

What information do I report on 
the FAFSA® form? 
The FAFSA form asks for information about you (your name, 
Social Security number, date of birth, address, etc.) and 
about your fnancial situation. A series of questions will also 
determine whether you are considered a “dependent” or 
an “independent” student. If you are a dependent student, 
then you must provide information about your parents. 
Learn more about dependency status at StudentAid.gov 
/dependency. 

Where does my FAFSA® 

information go once I submit it? 
Your FAFSA information is shared with the colleges or 
career schools you listed on your form, and with state higher 
education agencies. Here’s why: 

• The fnancial aid offce at each school to which you 
applied for admission uses your FAFSA information 
to determine how much federal student aid you may 
receive at that school. 

• If the school provides its own funds to students as 
nonfederal aid, it might use your FAFSA information to 
determine your eligibility for that aid. (You might need to 
fll out other forms to apply for aid there, so check with 
the school’s fnancial aid offce.) 

• Many states have fnancial aid funds they give out, 
and many of their programs base eligibility on FAFSA 
information.
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GRANTS 

Program and Type of Aid Eligibility and Program Information Annual Award Amounts (subject to change) 

Federal Pell Grant 

Grant: does not have to be repaid 

For undergraduates with fnancial need who have not earned bachelor’s or professional degrees; in some cases, a student enrolled in a postbaccalaureate 
teacher certifcation program may also receive a Federal Pell Grant. 

A student can receive a Federal Pell Grant for no more than 12 semesters or the equivalent (roughly six years). 

Amounts can change annually. 

For 2017–18 (July 1, 2017, to June 30, 2018), the award amount was up to 
$5,920. 

For Federal Pell Grant details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/pell-grant. 

Federal Supplemental Educational  
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 

Grant: does not have to be repaid 

For undergraduates with exceptional financial need; Federal Pell Grant recipients take priority; funds depend on availability at school. Up to $4,000. 

For FSEOG details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/fseog. 

Teacher Education Assistance for College 
and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant 

Grant: does not have to be repaid unless 
converted to a Direct Unsubsidized Loan 
for failure to carry out teaching service 
obligation as promised 

For undergraduate, postbaccalaureate, and graduate students who are completing or plan to complete course work needed to begin a career in teaching. As 
a condition for receiving this grant, a student must sign a TEACH Grant Agreement to Serve in which the student agrees to perform four years of qualifying 
teaching service and meet other requirements. 

Up to $4,000. 

For TEACH Grant details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/teach. 

Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant 

Grant: does not have to be repaid 

For students who are not Pell-eligible only because they have less fnancial need than is required to receive Pell funds. A student’s parent or guardian must 
have died as a result of military service in Iraq or Afghanistan after the events of 9/11. 

A student can receive an Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant for no more than 12 semesters or the equivalent (roughly six years). 

The grant award can be up to the maximum Federal Pell Grant amount  
(see above), but cannot exceed your cost of attending school. 

For Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant details and updates, visit  
StudentAid.gov/iraq-afghanistan. 

WORK-STUDY 

Federal Work-Study 

Work-Study: money is earned; does not 
have to be repaid 

For undergraduate and graduate students; part-time jobs can be on campus or off campus. Money is earned while attending school. No annual minimum or maximum amounts. 

For Federal Work-Study details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/workstudy. 

LOANS 

Direct Subsidized Loan 

Loan: must be repaid with interest 

For undergraduate students who have fnancial need; the U.S. Department of Education generally pays interest while the student is in school and during 
certain other periods; a student must be enrolled at least half-time. The interest rate is 4.45% for loans frst disbursed on or after July 1, 2017, and before 
July 1, 2018, and fxed for the life of the loan. Borrowers may not receive this type of loan for more than 150 percent of the length of their program of study; 
the U.S. Department of Education may stop paying interest if a student who received Direct Subsidized Loans for the maximum period continues enrollment. 

Up to $5,500, depending on grade level and dependency status. 

For Direct Subsidized Loan details and updates, visit  
StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub. 

Direct Unsubsidized Loan 

Loan: must be repaid with interest 

For undergraduate and graduate or professional students; the borrower is responsible for interest during all periods; a student must be enrolled at least half-
time; fnancial need is not required. The interest rate is 4.45% (undergraduate) and 6% (graduate or professional) for loans frst disbursed on or after July 1, 
2017, and before July 1, 2018, and fxed for the life of the loan. 

Up to $20,500 (less any subsidized amounts received for the same period), 
depending on grade level and dependency status. 

For Direct Unsubsidized Loan details and updates, visit  
StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub. 

Direct PLUS Loan 

Loan: must be repaid with interest 

For parents of dependent undergraduate students and for graduate or professional students; the borrower is responsible for interest during all periods; a 
student must be enrolled at least half-time; fnancial need is not required; the borrower must not have an adverse credit history. The interest rate is 7% for 
loans frst disbursed on or after July 1, 2017, and before July 1, 2018, and fxed for the life of the loan. 

Maximum amount is the cost of attendance minus any other fnancial aid 
received. 

For Direct PLUS Loan details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/plus. 

Federal Perkins Loan 

Loan: must be repaid with interest 

For undergraduate and graduate students with exceptional fnancial need. The interest rate is 5% and fxed for the life of the loan. Eligibility depends on the 
student’s fnancial need and other eligibility criteria as determined by the school. If you have questions about Perkins Loan eligibility, please contact your 
school’s fnancial aid offce. 

Undergraduate students: up to $5,500; graduate and professional students: 
up to $8,000. 

For Federal Perkins Loan details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/perkins. 

For more information on interest rates, visit StudentAid.gov/interest. For more information on the different types of federal student aid available, visit StudentAid.gov/types. 

https://fafsa.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid
https://www.edpubs.gov
https://fafsa.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/pell
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/FSEOG
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/TEACH
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/iraq-afghanistan-service
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/work-study
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/PLUS
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/Perkins
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/interest-rates
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types


I completed the FAFSA® form ... 
Now what?
After you submit your FAFSA form, you’ll receive a Student 
Aid Report (SAR) that summarizes the data you submitted. 
If you provided a valid email address in your application, 
you’ll receive an email with instructions on how to access 
an online copy of your SAR within three days (if you apply 
at fafsa.gov) or three weeks (if you mail in a paper FAFSA 
form). The SAR won’t tell you how much financial aid you’ll 
get; it’s a summary of the information sent to the schools 
you listed on your FAFSA form.

When you receive your SAR, review it to make sure you 
didn’t make any mistakes on your FAFSA form.

• You might see a note on your SAR saying you’ve been 
selected for verification, or your school might contact 
you to inform you that you’ve been selected. Verification 
is the process your school uses to confirm that the 
FAFSA data you reported is accurate. Don’t worry, your 
school will help you through that process.

If you don’t need to make any changes to the 
information listed on your SAR, just keep it for your 
records.

• To find out how to correct mistakes, or to update your 
tax data or other information in your FAFSA form, visit 

• 

StudentAid.gov/fafsa/next-steps/accept-aid, or contact 
the school to which you are applying.

• Next, expect to receive an aid offer from the schools at 
which you were accepted for admission.

What’s an aid offer?
If you applied for admission to a college or career school 
and have been accepted (although not all schools require 
students to be accepted before telling them of their eligibility 
for aid), and you listed that school on your FAFSA form, 
the school will calculate your aid and send you an aid offer 
(often electronically). The aid offer will tell you how much 
aid you’re eligible to receive at that school.
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How much will I get?
When a school’s financial aid office sends you an aid offer, 
the offer includes the types and amounts of financial aid you 
may receive from federal, state, private, and school sources. 
This combination of aid is your financial aid package.

How much aid you receive depends on a number of factors, 
including

• cost of attendance (for each school);

• Expected Family Contribution (EFC)—(EFC does not 
represent a dollar amount but rather is a number used 
to calculate how much financial aid you’re eligible to 
receive based on your FAFSA information);

• year in school; and

• enrollment status (e.g., full-time, half-time, etc.).

You can compare aid offers from the schools to which you 
applied and see which school is the most affordable once 
financial aid is taken into account. Contact the school’s 
financial aid office if you have any questions about the aid 
being offered to you. For more information on how aid is 
calculated, visit StudentAid.gov/how-calculated.

Should I accept all the aid I’m 
offered?
You don’t have to. When your school’s financial aid office 
sends you an aid offer, they’ll ask you to indicate the amount 
of financial aid you want to accept. Look carefully at your 
options and make sure you accept only what you need.  
A good approach is to

• first, accept free money (scholarships and grants), i.e., 
funds you don’t have to pay back;

• then, accept earned money (work-study), i.e., funds you 
earn through a job; and

• finally, accept borrowed money (student loans), i.e., 
money you have to pay back with interest.

If you’re getting federal student loans for the first time, you 
must complete entrance counseling and sign a loan contract 
called a master promissory note before you receive your loan 
money.

Look carefully at your options, especially when it comes 
to loans, which you’ll have to pay back. For more details 
on accepting aid, visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa/next-steps               
/accept-aid.

https://fafsa.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/accept-aid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/how-calculated
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/accept-aid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/accept-aid


 

How will I receive my aid?
Your college or career school—not the U.S. Department of 
Education—will distribute your aid and, in most cases, your 
federal student aid will be applied directly to your school 
account. The financial aid staff at your school will explain 
exactly how and when your aid will be disbursed (paid out).

Any money left over is paid to you for other expenses. You 
might be able to choose whether the leftover money comes 
to you by check, cash, a credit to your bank account, or 
another method.

Do I have to repay my loans?
Yes. Student loans, unlike grants and work-study, are 
borrowed money that must be repaid, with interest, just like 
car loans and home mortgages. You cannot have these loans 
canceled because you didn’t like the education you received, 
didn’t get a job in your field of study, or are having financial 
difficulty. So think about the amount you’ll have to repay 
before you take out a loan.

• While you don’t have to make payments on your student 
loans while you’re enrolled at least half-time in an 
eligible school, you don’t have to wait until you graduate 
to start repaying your loans. For detailed information on 
repayment, visit StudentAid.gov/repay.

• You can use our repayment estimator to estimate your 
federal student loan payments under each repayment 
plan. Visit StudentAid.gov/repayment-estimator to use 
the tool.

What else do I need to remember 
when applying for financial aid?
Here are some tips to keep in mind:

• Free help is available any time during the application 
process. Online help is available while you complete 
your application at fafsa.gov; and you can get free 
information and help from your school counselor, the 
financial aid office at the school you plan to attend, or 
the U.S. Department of Education at StudentAid.gov or 
1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243). You should never 
have to pay for help!

• Your FAFSA information has to be correct to ensure that 
you receive your aid promptly and in the right amount. 
When the U.S. Department of Education sends you your 
Student Aid Report (SAR), review it and, if necessary, 
make changes or corrections following the instructions in 
the SAR.

• Always respond to (or act upon) any correspondence 
your school sends you—and meet all deadlines.

• Compare the types and amounts of aid you’re offered 
from each school, and contact a school’s financial aid 
office if you have any questions about the aid being 
offered.

PeopleImages/Getty Images

Contact Us
U.S. Department of Education 
Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC) 
Box 84 
Washington, D.C. 20044-0084 
1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) 
TTY for the hard of hearing: 1-800-730-8913.

Callers in locations without access to 1-800 numbers may 
call 1-334-523-2691 (this is not a toll-free number).

The information in this guide was compiled in spring 2017. 
For changes to the federal student aid programs since 
then, visit StudentAid.gov.

Printed: August 2017

Stay Connected 
Access your federal student loan information at 
StudentAid.gov/login.

Information for U.S. armed forces is at 
StudentAid.gov/military.

/FederalStudentAid

 /FAFSA

   /FederalStudentAid

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/?log-in
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/military
https://www.facebook.com/FederalStudentAid
https://twitter.com/FAFSA
https://www.youtube.com/user/FederalStudentAid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans
https://studentloans.gov/myDirectLoan/repaymentEstimator
https://fafsa.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
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Quick Guide to Financial Aid

A few weeks after filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), you will receive a copy of your Student Aid 
Report (SAR) with your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The prospective college(s) will receive your FAFSA 
information as well. Each school you applied to will send you a Financial Aid Award Letter, breaking down the college 
costs and summarizing your eligibility for each type of financial aid. The aid offered in the letter will be based on your 
demonstrated financial need, which is equal to the Cost of Attendance (COA) minus your EFC. To understand the 
financial aid process better, here are the key terms you need to know:  
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): The FAFSA is a form used to apply for student financial aid from 
the federal and state government, as well as most colleges and universities. The government uses the information from 
your FAFSA to determine your expected family contribution (EFC). You can file the FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
 
FSA ID. The FSA ID is comprised of a username and password and can be used to login to certain Federal Student Aid 
websites, such as the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Obtain your FSA ID at: 
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm. 
 
Student Aid Report (SAR): The SAR is the official notification sent to you about a week after filing the FAFSA online. 
This document includes your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The SAR also provides information about the colleges 
you are considering, such as the graduation rates.  
 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC): The EFC is a measure of your family’s financial strength. It is based on the 
information you submitted on the FAFSA, including income, assets, family size and the number of children in college. 
Your EFC represents the amount of money the federal government believes your family can contribute toward one 
academic year of college. It is a harsh assessment of ability to pay, since it does not consider many types of consumer 
debt, such as credit card debt, student loan debt and auto loans. The actual amount your family ends up paying could be 
higher or lower than the EFC figure, depending on the sources of aid available to you.  
 
There are two main formulas for calculating an EFC, the federal methodology (FM) and the institutional methodology (IM). 
The two formulas differ in the types of assets that are included (e.g., family home, assets of siblings), the assumption of a 
minimum student contribution, the treatment of paper losses, regional differences in cost of living, allowances for 
educational savings and emergency funds, the treatment of children of divorced parents and adjustments for more than 
one child in college at the same time. The FM EFC is used for determining eligibility for federal and state aid and financial 
aid at most colleges. About 250 colleges use the IM EFC for awarding their own financial aid funds. 
 
Financial Aid Package: The financial aid package is a combination of multiple types and sources of financial aid 
available to you to help pay for college costs. It may include money from the federal government, state government, the 
college itself and private sources. It can include scholarships, grants, work-study and loans. The financial aid offered by 
each college may vary and is summarized in financial aid award letters sent by the prospective colleges. 
 
Financial Aid Award Letter: The financial aid award letter is the list of all the aid from multiple sources that you are 
eligible to receive through your prospective college, including terms and conditions. You are not required to accept every 
type of aid found in the letter. For example, you could turn down loans. Turning down loans, however, will not increase the 
amount of grants and/or scholarships you may receive.  
 
Cost of Attendance (COA): The cost of attendance includes the total price of tuition, fees, room, board, textbooks, 
supplies, transportation and personal expenses for one year of college. This is also known at some colleges as the 
“Student Budget.” There may be separate student budgets for students who live on campus, off campus or with their 
parents. Some colleges will adjust the cost of attendance to include the cost of a computer, student health insurance and 
dependent care. 
 
Net Price: The net price or out-of-pocket cost is the bottom line cost of college. It is the difference between the cost of 
attendance and grants. It is the amount of money you must pay from savings, income and loans to cover college costs. 
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Types of Aid

There are many different types of financial aid available from federal and state government, college and private sources. 
The major types of financial aid include: 
 
Grants are awards typically based on financial need that do not need to be repaid. An example is the Federal Pell Grant. 
Eligibility often depends on your EFC and/or financial need. For example, the Federal Pell Grant is based on your EFC. 
 
Scholarships are awards usually based on achievement or talent that also do not need to be paid back. You can search 
for scholarships for free at www.fastweb.com.  Fastweb adds and updates scholarships every single day, and will send 
you email notification when there’s a new scholarship that matches your personal background profile. Also, your 
prospective college(s) may offer scholarships based on academic merit and/or financial need. Call the financial aid office 
to find out which scholarships are available to you and how you can apply.  
 
Federal Work-Study (FWS) provides part-time jobs for students with financial need. The jobs are usually available on or 
near campus. A list of available jobs can be found at the college’s financial aid office or student employment office. 
Students who don’t qualify for a work-study job may able to find student employment to help pay for college bills or get a 
little spending money. 
 
Loans are funds that must be paid back, usually with interest. There are federal student loans, federal parent loans, and 
private or alternative loans. The good news is that interest rates for education loans are currently at historic lows. 
However, you must demonstrate financial need for some loans, like the Federal Perkins Loan or the Federal subsidized 
Stafford Loan.  Other loans, such as the Federal unsubsidized Stafford loan and the Federal Parent PLUS loan, do not 
depend on financial need. Private student loans may depend on your credit history. To find out more about loans, visit 
www.finaid.org/loans.   
 
Education Tax Benefits are available to you and your parents when you file your federal income tax returns based on 
amounts you paid for college. The most popular education tax benefits are the Hope Scholarship tax credit, Lifetime 
Learning tax credit and the student loan interest deduction.  
 
American Opportunity Tax Credit provides a federal income tax credit of up to $2,500 (40% refundable) per student 
based on the first $4,000 in postsecondary tuition, fees and course materials paid by the taxpayer during the tax year. The 
full $2,500 credit is available to individuals with modified adjusted gross income of $80,000 or less and to married couples 
filing a joint return with modified AGI of $160,000 or less. For more information about the Hope Scholarship tax credit and 
other education tax benefits, visit www.finaid.org/otheraid.     
 
Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF). Students who work full-time in a public service job for 10 years may qualify to 
have their remaining debt forgiven. Public service loan forgiveness works in conjunction with income-based repayment. 
Public service jobs include public school teachers, police, fire, EMT, members of the military, public defenders, 
prosecutors and others who work for the city, state and federal government, as well as people working for 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt charitable organizations. Public service loan forgiveness is available only for federal student loans. Private student 
loans and Federal Parent PLUS loans are not eligible. To find out more about public service loan forgiveness, visit 
www.finaid.org/publicservice.  
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Key Loan Terms

Federal education loans, including both student loans and parent loans, are available direct from the federal government 
and are administered by your college. Private student loans, sometimes called alternative loans, are available from a 
private lender (like a bank) and have interest rates and repayment terms set by the lender and not the government. Here 
are loan terms you need to know: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Annual Percentage Rate (APR): The APR is the overall cost 
of borrowing money, expressed as an annual percentage of 
the loan balance. The APR calculates the combined impact 
of the interest rate, loan fees, capitalization of interest (the 
addition of unpaid interest to the principal) and other 
repayment terms.  
 
Cancellation: Some loan programs provide for cancellation 
(forgiveness) of the loan under certain circumstances, such 
as death or total and permanent disability of the borrower. 
 
Capitalization: Capitalization is the practice of adding 
unpaid interest charges to the principal balance of an 
education loan, thereby increasing the size and cost of the 
loan. Interest is then charged on the new balance, including 
both the unpaid principal and the accrued interest. Interest 
can be capitalized monthly, quarterly, annually or when the 
loan enters repayment. Capitalization causes interest to be 
charged on top of interest. 
 
Consolidation: A consolidation loan combines one or more 
eligible federal educational loans into a single new loan.  
 
Default: Default is the failure to repay your loan according to 
the terms. It may lead to legal action to recover the money 
and can negatively affect your credit rating. Private student 
loans are considered to be in default after 120 days of 
nonpayment, while federal education loans are considered to 
be in default after 360 days of nonpayment.  
 
Deferment: A deferment is a postponement of payment on a 
federal loan that is allowed under certain conditions and 
during which the government pays the interest on any 
subsidized loans. The borrower is responsible for the interest 
on any unsubsidized loans during a deferment. The 
economic hardship deferment has a three-year limit. 
Deferments during the in-school period are unlimited. 
 
Forbearance: A forbearance is a period during which your 
monthly loan payments are temporarily suspended or 
reduced. Interest continues to accrue and will be capitalized 
if unpaid by the borrower. You may qualify for a forbearance 
if you are willing but unable to make loan payments due to 
certain types of financial hardships.  Federal loans have a 
five-year limit on forbearances. Private student loans typically 
have a one-year limit.  
 

 
 
Interest: Interest is a periodic fee for borrowing money, 
expressed as a percentage of the loan balance. Interest rates 
are either variable (the rate can change) or fixed (the rate will 
not change). The interest rate on a variable rate loan can 
reset (change) annually, quarterly or monthly. 
 
Loan Fees: Loan fees are one-time charges to originate or 
guarantee a loan, expressed as a percentage of the loan 
balance. 
  
Principal: The principal is the full amount borrowed. During 
repayment, it refers to the portion of the original loan amount 
still owed (not including interest or fees).  
 
Promissory Note: A promissory note is a binding legal 
document you sign when you get a student loan. It contains 
the loan terms and conditions under which you’re borrowing 
and the terms under which you agree to pay back the loan. It 
may also mention deferment and cancellation provisions 
available to the borrower.  
 
Subsidized: The government pays the interest on subsidized 
loans while the student is in school, during the six-month 
grace period and during any deferment periods. Subsidized 
loans are awarded based on demonstrated financial need. 
Note: The government will not pay interest on subsidized 
loans awarded in 2012-13 and 2013-14 during the six-month 
grace period. The government will continue to pay interest on 
these loans during the in-school and other deferment 
periods.  
 
Unsubsidized: An unsubsidized loan is a loan for which the 
government does not pay the interest. The borrower is 
responsible for the interest on an unsubsidized loan from the 
date the loan is disbursed, even while the student is still in 
school. Students may avoid paying the interest while they are 
in school by capitalizing the interest, which adds the interest 
to the loan balance. Examples of unsubsidized loans include 
the unsubsidized Stafford loan and the Parent PLUS loans. 
These loans are not based on financial need or income and 
may be used to pay for the family share of college costs. 
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Understanding Your Financial Aid Award Letter 

Use this example as a guide to reading your financial aid award letter. Remember, you can choose to accept or decline 
any part of your financial aid package. If you decide to decline any type of aid, contact the Financial Aid Office. If you have 
any questions, make sure to contact your prospective college’s aid office immediately. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Award Letter Explained  

 
Dear Student:  
 
The results of your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) indicate that you are eligible for financial assistance for the 
upcoming academic year. We are pleased to offer you the following financial aid award.  Please review each type of award before 
accepting. 

 

 

 

Award        Fall   Spring   Accept   Decline  Total   

Federal Pell Grant    $   625   $   625       €        €  $1,250 

Total Direct Loans             $6,876  

  Direct Federal Stafford Loan (Subsidized) $1,500   $1,500       €        €     

  Direct Federal Stafford Loan (Unsubsidized) $1,938   $1,938       €        €     
Total Financial Aid Package           $8,126  

 

 

 

 
 
What does this mean to you? 

 
Cost of Attendance (COA)  $17,239 
 
Less Gift Aid (Pell Grant) - $1,250 
 
Out-of-Pocket Cost (Net Price) $15,989 

 
The out-of-pocket cost (net price) is the difference between the cost of attendance and the gift aid, such as grants and scholarships.  It 
is the amount of money you will have to pay from savings (past income), income and loans (future income). Scholarships and grants 
will always be the best way to meet the costs of a college education. Search for scholarships at free websites like www.fastweb.com!  

Federal Stafford Loan – Subsidized 

(Interest-free until graduation when repayment 

of interest & principal begins) 

Federal Stafford Loan – Unsubsidized 

(Interest accrues immediately after loan is disbursed) 

Federal Pell Grant (free money) Option to accept or decline each award 

Expenses (COA*) 

Tuition: $7,334 

Room/Board $5,204 

Health Fees $   176 

Books/Supplies $1,015 

Personal $2,600 

Transportation $   900 

Total Expenses $17,239 

 

*Cost of Attendance (COA): The total expenses (tuition, 

fees, etc.) of one year’s education.  Your college may 

also include indirect costs (books, room and board, 

transportation, personal expenses, etc.).  Our example 

includes both direct and indirect expenses.  

Resources (EFC*) 

Parent’s Contribution 

     From Earnings $2,500 

     From Assets $   112 

Student’s Contribution $   500 

Total Resources $3,112 

 

*Expected Family Contribution:  Amount your family is 

expected to contribute determined by the Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

 

The amount you end up actually paying for the academic 

year, could differ from the EFC, depending on what 

resources are available at the college you decide to 

attend. 
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Web Resources: Federal Student Aid 
 

1. Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 

2. Filling Out the FAFSA 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out  
 

3. Questions About Completing the FAFSA 
https://fafsa.ed.gov/help.htm  
 

4. Financial Aid Toolkit 
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/  
 

5. Financial Aid Glossary 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/glossary  

 
6. Avoiding and Preventing Identity Theft 

https://www.fastweb.com/personal-finance/articles/fighting-back-against-identity-theft  
 

7. Financial Aid Resource Library – Fact Sheets, Presentations, Webinars 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources#college-prep-and-pay  
 

8. Financial Aid Guide for Educators 
http://www.finaid.org/educators/  
 

9. Financial Aid for Those Affected by War, Terrorism and Natural Disasters 
https://www.nasfaa.org/Financial_Aid_For_Those_Affected_by_War_Terrorism_Natural_Disasters  
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