
Financial Aid To Do List 
For Students Going to College in 2024-2025 

Ready to invest in your future by attending university or a career technical college? 
Follow these steps to ensure you receive the max amount of aid you’re eligible for! 

Figure out which application is right for you! 
You only need to apply with ONE depending on certain qualifications: The Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the California Dream Act Application (CADAA). 

Apply with CADAA if you: 
Are Undocumented (with or without DACA) 
Have a U-Visa 
Have Temporary Protected Status 

Apply with FAFSA if you: 
Are a U.S. Citizen 
Are a Permanent Resident (Green Card) 
Are an eligible non-citizen 

Gather the required information & documents! 
If you’re the student: 

Student FSA ID/Login Info (for FAFSA only) 
Social Security Number (if applicable) 
Alien Registration Number (if applicable) 
2022 Income Tax Return (if applicable) 
List of schools you’re interested in attending 

If you’re the parent or contributor: 
Contributor FSA ID/Login Info (for FAFSA only) 
2022 Income Tax Return 
Amount in checking & saving accounts 
Untaxed income such as child support received 
Assets like businesses, investments, real estate, etc. 
(Not including retirement or primary residence) 

Apply for financial aid! 

Applications OPEN 
December 2023 

Priority DEADLINE 
May 2, 2024 | Sept 3, 2024* 

Questions? Visit Cash4College.csac.ca.gov 
to get free help from financial aid experts! 
*Deadline for CA Community College Students

Apply for colleges & scholarships! 

Research and explore colleges 
with the College Scorecard. Keep 
track of each school’s admission 
application deadlines and fees! 

Apply to as many scholarships as 
possible for free money! Use College 
Board’s Scholarship Search Tool or 
research local community scholarships! 

Check on your financial aid status! 
Application is 
submitted and 
gets processed 

Create an account or sign in: 
castudentaid.org/webgrants 
to check on your state aid 
and Cal Grant status 

Student Aid Index 
is calculated and 
shared with schools 

Schools send a 
financial aid offer 
letter after acceptance 

FIND MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES: CSAC.CA.GOV/HOW-APPLY 

studentsupport@csac.ca.gov | 888-224-7268 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcollege%2Bboard%2Bscholarship%2Bsearch%2Btool%26cvid%3D307c510a54c94a5bb8e39e0003977924%26gs_lcrp%3DEgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIECAEQADIECAIQADIECAMQADIECAQQADIECAUQADIGCAYQRRhAMgcIBxBFGPxV0gEJNzI1NTFqMGo0qAIAsAIA%26FORM%3DANAB01%26PC%3DU531&data=05%7C01%7CJenny.Jang%40csac.ca.gov%7C8f3b0af3cbe241f5c67108dbd4ac51b2%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638337608787815480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=63waaod56fRA6qeZovOQk2uowmrr9sQVa%2BlLWuKCZMk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcollege%2Bboard%2Bscholarship%2Bsearch%2Btool%26cvid%3D307c510a54c94a5bb8e39e0003977924%26gs_lcrp%3DEgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIECAEQADIECAIQADIECAMQADIECAQQADIECAUQADIGCAYQRRhAMgcIBxBFGPxV0gEJNzI1NTFqMGo0qAIAsAIA%26FORM%3DANAB01%26PC%3DU531&data=05%7C01%7CJenny.Jang%40csac.ca.gov%7C8f3b0af3cbe241f5c67108dbd4ac51b2%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638337608787815480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=63waaod56fRA6qeZovOQk2uowmrr9sQVa%2BlLWuKCZMk%3D&reserved=0
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