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IN TODAY’S WEBINAR…

• Phones will be muted to eliminate 
background noise

• All questions can be typed in the Chat 
pod to the right, staff is available to 
answer your questions

• The PowerPoint can be downloaded 
from the Files pod



MCS AWARD AMOUNTS 

• Phase-in for the maximum award amount:

• 2014-15 up to 14%

• 2015-16 up to 20%

• 2016-17 up to 30%

• 2017-18 up to 40%

• Covers up to 40% of system-wide tuition and 
fees



MCS RECAP

• Awarded 85,394 students

• 16,224 at UC

• 69,170 at CSU

• Maximum Award Amounts in 2014/15

• $1,710 at UC

• $768 at CSU



WHAT TO EXPECT

• 2015/16 Maximum Award Amounts

• $2,448 at UC

• $1,092 at CSU

• Eligibility Changes

• 2016/17 Income and asset ceiling adjusted annually CPI

• Lifetime cap on award based Education Level



MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP

• MCS awards began in 14-15 AY 
and offered each year thereafter

• To be considered, FAFSA/Dream 
Act application must be 
submitted by March 2

• Students must apply every year 



MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP

Exempt from 
paying nonresident 

tuition

U.S. Citizen, 
eligible Non-

Citizen, or AB 540

Not in default on 
student loan

Meet SAP

Income Less 
than $150,000

Not Incarcerated

Meets Selective 
Service

Only students who have less than 40% of their UC or CSU fees 

covered by grants and scholarships

Asset Less than 
$150,000



MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP

Enrollment 
Requirements

Must enroll in a CSU/UC

Must be at least ½ time

1st Undergraduate program

Benefits extend to Teaching 
Credential Program

Maintain SAP



MCS AWARDS 

• Earnings up to $150,000

• Assets up to $150,000

• Final award based on 
students eligible & funding 
allocated

• Eligibility determined after 
students awarded federal, 
state and institutional aid



Federal Aid

• Pell Grant 

• Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity 
Grant (FSEOG)

• Teach Grant

• Bureau Indian Affairs 
Grants (BIA)

FINANCIAL AID OFFSETS FOR 
MCS



FINANCIAL AID OFFSETS FOR 
MCS

State Aid

• Cal Grant

• Chafee Grant

• Child Development Grant 

• Law Enforcement Personnel 
Dependents Grant (LEPD)

• California National Guard 
Education Assistance Award 
Program (CNG EAAP)



FINANCIAL AID OFFSETS FOR 
MCS

Institutional Aid

• Need-based grants

• Education Opportunity 
Programs

• Fee Waivers (ex. Alan Pattee)

• Portion of merit scholarship 
designated for fees

• Veterans benefits and other 
fee waivers (vocational 
rehab, etc.)



MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP

My family made 
$96,000 last 

year… What can I 
get from MCS?

Well my family 
made $119,000 
last year… What 
can I get from 

MCS? My Husband and 
I made $151,000 
last year… Do I 

qualify?

With earning less than $100,000 last 

year, MCS can cover up to 40% of 

your tuition

If you earn $100,001 or more, MCS 

could cover anywhere from 10% to 

39% of your tuition

Unfortunately, if you earned over 
$150,000 last year, you do not 

qualify for MCS



MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP

Students 
begin 

submitting 
FAFSA/ 

Dream Apps

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

March 2nd

deadline to 
apply for 

MCS

UC/CSU submit 
admission 

records to CSAC

UC/CSU start to 
submit 

enrollment 
records to CSAC

MCS 
payments 
begin for 

AY



MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP



WGS – MCS AWARD DETAIL



RESOURCES



WEBINARS



ON DEMAND MODULES



THANK YOU!

California Student Aid Commission

Institutional Support Services

(888) 294-0153

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov


