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IN TODAYôS WEBINARé

ÅPhones will be muted to eliminate 
background noise

ÅAll questions can be typed in the Chat 
pod to the right, staff is available to 
answer your questions

ÅThe PowerPoint can be downloaded 
from the Files pod



AGENDA

ÅOverview of Chafee Grant Program 

ÅBasic Eligibility Requirements 

ÅComponents of the Chafee Grant Application

ÅWebGrants Chafee Grant Portal 

ÅChafee Grant Awards

ÅChafee Grant Payments 

ÅChafee Update

ÅResources 



PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

ÅAdministered by the Commission through an 
interagency agreement with the California 
Department of Social Services (CDSS)

ÅAssists foster youth - help pay for college or 
career/technical training

ÅMaximum award amount $5,000 per academic 
year

ÅFederal and State funded grant subject to annual 
availability of funds



BASIC ELIGIBILITY

ÅCurrent or former foster 
youth under court 
dependency

ÅNew applicants on July 1 of 
the award year must be:

Å At least 16 years of age

Å Not over 22 years of age

ÅPaid Chafee students can 
be renewed through 23 rd

birthday



BASIC ELIGIBILITY

ÅEligible college, university or vocational school

Å Participate in Title IV ïFederal Pell Grant Program

ÅProgram Length of at least one academic year

ÅMinimum half - time enrollment

ÅMaintain Satisfactory Academic Progress



ÅMust demonstrate financial need, certified by 
institution

ÅAward based on ñUnmet Needò
Å FAFSA or Dream Act Application and Need Analysis Report

Å Funds available up to the Cost of Attendance but not to 
exceed $5,000

ÅCalifornia foster youth can use Chafee funds at 
colleges outside of California

ÅOut -of-state foster youth who attend college in 
California are also eligible

BASIC ELIGIBILITY



BASIC ELIGIBILITY

Foster youth are not required 
to:

Å Have a Social Security Number 
(SSN)

Å Meet Selective Service 
requirements

Å Be clear of loan default or grant 
over -award

Å Have a high school diploma

Å Meet the Ability to Benefit (ATB) 
requirements



APPLICATION COMPONENTS 

1. Chafee Application - available online: 
https://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov

2. FAFSA or CA Dream Act Application

3. CDSS Foster Care Verification Form

4. Financial Needs Analysis Report (NARs)

https://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov/


WWW.CHAFEE.CSAC.CA.GOV



WEBGRANTS PORTAL



WEBGRANTS - CHAFEE GRANT 
PORTAL 

ÅMust complete:

Å System Administrator (SA) Access Request Form

Å Information Security and Confidentiality Form

ÅSA can view reports

ÅSA can grant access to ñusersò



WEBGRANTS.CSAC.CA.GOV



CHAFEE PORTAL 

Click to access Chafee Screens Update access to new Chafee 
Screens



CHAFEE GRANT MENU 

Access Chafee Screens



APPLICATION STATUS SCREEN



FINANCIAL NEED ANALYSIS 
REPORT

ÅFinancial Needs Analysis Report (NAR) available

ÅWebGrants ïChafee Financial Need Screen

ÅNon WebGrants schools - use paper NAR 

ÅInformation Reported on the NAR

ÅEligible payment terms 

ÅTotal Cost of Attendance

ÅExpected awards

ÅUnmet need

ÅExpected graduation date

ÅSchool contact information



REPORTING THE STUDENTôS 
FINANCIAL NEED 

ÅSchool submit NAR for their students only

ÅFor School Changes, contact Institutional Support 

ÅIneligibility reasons should also be reported

ÅNAR is academic year (AY) specific

ÅFall is header/summer is trailer

ÅCrossover students need multiple NARs (one for each AY)

ÅSchools can disburse checks retroactively for terms 
of eligibility, if term payment delayed



NAR SCREEN 



PAPER NAR



CHAFEE STATUS ROSTER BY 
SCHOOL 



STATUS ROSTER BY SCHOOL 
REPORT  



CHAFEE NEED ANALYSIS 
ROSTER BY SCHOOL 



CHAFEE AWARDS



CHAFEE AWARDS 

ÅSubject to authorization - state & federal 
budget

ÅAwards based on Priority Selection 
Criteria

Å Initial awards offered in early Fall term

ÅAwards are for full academic year
ÅPayments prorated based on # of reported terms

ÅAdditional awards offered year round, 
based on available funding



PRIORITY SELECTION 
CRITERIA 

Selection criteria for new Chafee Grant awards: 

Priority 1: Renewal students who have received a 
payment in a prior year

Priority 2: New students who are aging out of the 
program

Priority 3: New students with dependents

Priority 4: New students who had an unmet need of 
$5,000 or higher

All priorities ranked in order of application 
submission date .



DISBURSEMENT INFORMATION 

The School certifies: 

ÅEnrollment Status

ÅSatisfactory Academic 
Progress

ÅFinancial Eligibility



DISBURSEMENT INFORMATION

ÅSchools must return checks due to ineligibility within 
10 business days

ÅFunds placed in reserve for 21 days for students to 
report school changes

ÅUnreserved funds used to award additional students

ÅReturn checks cancels original award

ÅNeed new NAR for future payments



CHECK DELIVERY PROCESS 

Payments processed by CSAC, posted in WebGrants :

ÅChecks mailed by the State Controllerôs Office (SCO) 
directly to the institutions 

ÅChecks mailed individually ñin care of ñ (c/o) the institution

ÅTimeline (1 -2 weeks)

ÅElectronic reports generated through WebGrants



CHECK WARRANT 



CHECK WARRANT PAYEE 

CSAC ID Warrant 
#

All checks will be made 
ñin care ofò (c/o) the 

school and to the 
schools address



CHAFEE WARRANT REMITTANCE 



ONLINE PAYMENT ROSTER 

I nstitutions can directly enter in WebGrants :

ÅDisbursement date

ÅReturn amount

ÅReturn date

Access claim & payment screens for your students 
only

ÅReport updates to Commission staff for students who 
have transferred to a different school

Establish check handling and updating process



CHAFEE WARRANTS 

When the Chafee check is received:

ÅSchool reports disbursement and return information on the 

Chafee Payment Roster 

To disburse Chafee check:

ÅCheck enrollment status

ÅSatisfactory academic progress 

ÅFinancial need



CLAIM SCHEDULE 

A claim schedule may show a warrant 
issued for one or more students:

Å Claim schedule and warrant number 
assigned by SCO

Å Claim schedule is academic year and 
term specific

Å Claim schedule will contain a list of 
students that were picked up for 
payment



CHAFFEE
PAYMENT SCREENS & REPORTS  



ALL CLAIM SCHEDULE


