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Frequently Asked Questions 
Regarding 

Cal Grant C and SB 451 

1. Is this requirement for the upcoming 2012-13 award year? 
Yes.  Senate Bill (SB) 451 was chaptered in 2011 and is effective for the 2012-13 academic year. 

2. What type of analysis was completed to ensure that occupations considered 
for priority were consistent with the requirements of the Cal Grant C 
program? 
Starting with the master list of occupations from the Employment Development Department’s (EDD) 
Labor Market Information Database, we eliminated all occupations which required more than an 
Associate’s Degree, or were mid- to late-career positions.  The resulting list contains approximately 230 
occupations, all of which are consistent with the Cal Grant C program. 

3. Are current Cal Grant C recipients grandfathered in, or will they have to be re-
evaluated? 
Renewal Cal Grant C students will not be affected by the changes.  Only new applicants will be affected 
because the changes affect only the competitive award process, which is a one-time process for new 
applicants only. 

4. Can the Cal Grant C Supplement be submitted online? 
Yes.  Just as in prior years, students identified with potential Cal Grant C eligibility will receive 
notification to complete the Cal Grant C Supplement online in WebGrants for Students (WGS).  A paper 
Supplement is also available for students to download and mail to the California Student Aid 
Commission (Commission).  The student notifications are sent either through email or regular mail 
depending on the contact information available.  

5. Will these students be required to fill out a G-35 (Asset Verification) Form? 
Yes.  There are no changes to financial requirements, so nothing has changed in that respect.  The ONLY 
change is that students who choose a priority occupation will receive an additional 35 points in the 
competitive award process.  

6. When is the deadline for students to submit the Cal Grant C Supplement Form? 
The applicant will have 30 days from the date of notification to provide the information either online or 
by mailing a completed paper form to the Commission.  A good rule of thumb is June 30. 
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7. How will we know what occupation the student marked on the Supplement 
Form? 
You won’t.  Currently, you will only need to verify that the student is enrolled in a Cal Grant C eligible 
program.  No other verification will be required.  In future years, a more robust verification process will 
be established. 

8. Isn’t there a potential that once the priority list gets out, students will pick a 
priority occupation and then just switch to another one? 
Financial aid applications are filled out under penalty of perjury and students are responsible for 
marking the occupation that accurately reflects their intended field of study.  That said, there are many 
reasons a student might switch to a different field of study, and we are aware of this limitation to the 
current implementation.  Due to the relatively short time granted to implement the program, we are 
going ahead with the priority this year and working to establish a robust verification process for future 
years.  We are sensitive to the workload requirements that a work-around system would have placed on 
Financial Aid Officers, and will implement the verification system when it is mature. 

9. What changes can we anticipate in future years? 
There are two changes you can expect: 

1) Pursuant to the requirements of SB 451, the list of priority occupations will be updated every two 
years.  We construct the list based on EDD’s 10-year labor market forecast, which is updated every 
two years to reflect the most current available data.  When a new forecast is released, we will re-run 
the occupation data against the established criteria to produce a new list. 

2) A verification system is being developed and will be implemented in the next year or two.  The data 
sources required are not yet reliable enough for our purposes, so this process was not implemented 
in the initial year.   
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