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In today’s webinar….. 

 Phones will be muted during the presentation to eliminate 
background noise.  

 

 If you have questions during the presentation, please use the 
Q&A feature to the right to type your question. CSAC has staff 
online to answer your questions. 
 

 A copy of the PowerPoint presentation will be emailed to all 
attendees after the webinar. 

 

 Upon exiting this webinar, you will be prompted to complete a 
brief survey. Your response is greatly appreciated.  

 



Today’s Agenda 

 Cal Grant  Basics and Application Process for Students 

 Student Eligibility Requirements 

 The Cal Grant Programs 

 Cal Grant Payments to Schools 

 WebGrants System 

 WebGrants for Students 

 Middle Class Scholarship 

 Other CSAC Resources  

 



Cal Grant Basics and  
Application Process For Students 



Cal Grant Basics 

 Cal Grant is a State Grant  

 For use in undergraduate studies  

 May be offered to students for the equivalent of a four 
year academic period (or until undergrad degree is earned) 

 100% used for each full-time academic year 

 Up to 400% Eligibility Offered 

 Must be renewed each year to keep using it. 

 School of Attendance and Grant type determine amount 
of award. 

 For use at Cal Grant Eligible Institutions Only 

 



Cal Grant Application Process for Students 

FAFSA/Dream App  

 Submit online or paper form 
 

 Student must list an Eligible 
Cal Grant school* on their 
financial application. 
 

 Must complete the FAFSA or 
Dream App for year they are 
applying. 
 

*Eligible Schools List is accessed at the bottom of 
the CSAC Website 

 

GPA Verification Form 

 School may submit GPA 
electronically or paper forms 
may be mailed. 
 

 GPAs may be submitted by 
two methods: 
 GPA Submission with SSN 
 Non-SSN GPA Submission 

 

 Electronic submission is 
preferred – faster, more 
efficient. 
 



Grade Point Averages (GPAs) 

 GPAs are submitted by high schools and colleges. 

 

 All GPAs are unweighted and based on a 4.00 scale. 

 

 For a college GPA to be considered, the student must 
have completed at least 24 units at the college level. 
 A Re-Established GPA is for a student who has at least 16 but no 

more than 23 units at a California Community College.  This GPA is 
only used to qualify for a Competitive Cal Grant B. 

 

 Application deadlines apply for GPAS. 

 



Cal Grant Application Deadlines 

March 2nd 

 Students attending any 
Cal Grant Eligible School 
can apply 
 

 Cal Grant A, B, and C 
awards granted 
 

 Entitlement and 
Competitive awards 

September 2nd 

 Only for California 
Community Colleges (CCC) 

 

 Students must be enrolled 
in the CCC by Sept. 2nd to 
be considered 
 

 Cal Grant A and B  
 

 Competitive awards only 



The Dream Act    

Allows students who meet AB 540 criteria to receive Cal 
Grants 

 Signed into law in October, 2011 

 The Dream Application is like the FAFSA – it gathers 
information to be used to apply for Cal Grants and 
Institutional Aid at Cal Grant Eligible Schools 

 The Dream App was first used for Cal Grants for the  
2013-2014 academic year 

 Dream Applicants must still meet all other Cal Grant 
requirements 



Key Points 

 Cal Grant is a State Grant for undergraduate studies 

 Cal Grants may only be used at Eligible Institutions 

 The Cal Grant Application Process is two part: 
 FAFSA or Dream Application 

 GPA 

 March 2nd is the deadline most students must meet 

 The September 2nd deadline is only for CCC enrollment and 
GPA submission when qualifying for a competitive award at 
a CCC 

 

 



Student Eligibility Requirements 



Cal Grant Student Eligibility Requirements 

 California resident  
 for at least 1 year 

 

 U.S. citizen or eligible non-
citizen 
 

 Males must meet Selective 
Service requirements 

 

 Attend an Eligible Cal Grant 
School 
 

 Must have financial need 

 

 

 Not have earned a bachelor’s 
degree already 
 

 Maintain Satisfactory 
Academic Progress 
 

 Not in grant repayment or in 
default on a student loan 
 

 Not incarcerated 
 

 Enrolled at least half-time to 
receive payment 



Additional  
Dream Applicant Requirements 

 Attended a CA high school 
at least 3 years 

 

 Graduated from a 
California high school, 
have a GED, or received 
passing marks on the 
California High School 
Proficiency Exam 
(CHSPE) 

 

 File an affidavit with the 
institution stating that he 
or she has filed or will file 
an application to legalize 
immigration status as 
soon as eligible to do so 

 



Financial Need Requirement 

Cal Grant A 

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 
least the maximum Cal 
Grant A award amount 
+$1,500  

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at least 
$700 

Financial Need Calculation: 
 

Cost of Attendance (COA) 
–Expected Family Contribution 

Unmet Financial Need 

Cal Grant C Cal Grant B 

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 
least the maximum Cal 
Grant C award amount 
+$1,500  



Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 

 Students must make satisfactory academic progress 
in order to receive Cal Grant funds. 

 School uses its own SAP policy to make this determination 

 School must notify the Commission of those students who are 
not making SAP 

 CSAC will send the student a letter regarding SAP 

 After three consecutive terms of not maintaining SAP, the 
student will be withdrawn from the program 



Key Points 

• Students must meet general eligibility requirement in 
order to receive a Cal Grant 

 

• Dream Applicants are subject to the same requirements as 
students completing a FAFSA 

 

• Satisfactory Academic Progress is defined by each school 
and must be met in order to receive a Cal Grant payment 

 

• Financial Need must meet requirements for grant type and 
school of attendance 

 



The Cal Grant Programs 



The Cal Grant Programs 

 Entitlement  vs. Competitive Awards 

 High School Entitlement and Transfer Entitlement Awards 
 

 Cal Grant A 

 Cal Grant B 

 Cal Grant C 
 

 Renewing a Cal Grant Award 



High School Entitlement Awards 

 Awards Cal Grant A & B 

 

 For current high school 
Seniors or prior year high 
school graduates 
 For the 2014-15 AY, student 

must have graduated high 
school after July 1, 2012 

 

 Must have verified high 
school GPA reported 
 or GED, SAT, ACT 

 

 Unlimited number of 
awards 

 



Transfer Entitlement Awards 

 Must transfer from a California Community College (CCC) into a 
bachelors degree program at a Cal Grant Eligible School during 
the awarded academic year 

 Must have graduated from a California high school after June 30, 
2000  (or equivalent GED, CHSPE, etc) 

 Must be under 28 years old on December 31st of the calendar year 
the application is filed 

 Minimum GPA of 2.40 at CCC based on 24+ semester units. 
(must be reported by the March 2nd deadline) 

 Student must complete Form G-6 to certify eligibility after a 
tentative award offer is received 

 Awarding usually begins in May 



Competitive Awards 

 For Cal Grant A, B, and C 

 

 For students who do not 
meet Entitlement criteria 

 

 GPA must be submitted for 
Cal Grant A, B 

 

 Dream Applicants cannot be 
considered for Competitive 
Award at this time 

 

 Limited to 22,500 awards 
per year 

• 11,250 for March 2 Deadline 

• 11,250 for Sept 2 Deadline 

• Only for CCC students 

 

 Scoring criteria used to rank 
and award students 



Competitive Scoring Process 
(Cal Grant A & B) 

Once the student 
meets all eligibility 
requirements 
(income ceilings, 
minimum GPA, etc.), 
then CSAC will score 
the student based on 
the following 
criteria….. 

 

Maximum Points Category 

Income 

# of yrs out of HS  

GPA 

Parents Ed Level 

Household Status 

Total Points 

380Points 

350Points 

90 Points 

90Points 

90 Points 

1000 Points 



Cal Grant A 

 Low to middle income students 
 Below income and asset ceilings 
 Have financial need 

 
 GPA minimum (3.00 HS  or  2.40 College)  

 
 A program of 2-4 years in length 

 
 Award limitations 
 Can be used for tuition and fees only 
 At Community Colleges – automatically held in reserve 

for transfer to four-year institution 



Cal Grant B 

 Very low income students 

 Below income and asset ceilings 

 Must have at least $700 in financial need 

 GPA minimum 2.00  (HS or College) 

 Can be used for any program that is at least 1 year in length 

 Includes a $1,648 annual Access Award (living allowance) 

 Freshman can receive up to $1,648 Access. 

 Sophomores and above can receive Access plus Tuition and 
Fees if attending tuition charging institution. 

 



Cal Grant C 

 March 2 Deadline Only 

 Low to middle income students – includes Dream Applicants 

 Can be used for tuition & fees and books & supplies 

 No GPA Requirement 

 Associates and Certificate programs 

 Vocational/Technical/Occupational programs 4 months to 2 years in length 

 Cal Grant C Supplement required to score students 

 Award offers made at the end of June 

 Maximum annual award amounts 
 

 Tuition and Fees - $2,462   At vocational schools 
 Books and Supplies - $547  At vocational schools and CCC 



Renewing a Cal Grant Award 

Each year renewals will happen automatically when 
qualifications are met: 
 
 Student must file a FAFSA or Dream Application 

 
 Student must meet Income/Asset Ceilings and 

Financial Need requirements 
 

 A valid transaction must be posted in WebGrants 
 Payment 
 Leave of Absence or Less than Half-time status 

 
 

 



Key Points 

• Entitlement Awards can be: 

 High School Entitlement or Transfer Entitlement 

 

• Cal Grant A, B and C each have their own requirements for 
qualification 

 

• A Cal Grant Award will be automatically renewed when 
qualifications are met 



Cal Grant Payments 
to Schools 



Cal Grant Term Advance 

 CSAC may send a Term Advance to institutions at the 
start of each term. 
 

 The Advance is a percentage of the previous year’s 
reconciled term amount. 
 



Cal Grant Advance 

Example of a 5o% Term Advance: 

 

 In the Fall 2012 term, City College reconciled $150,000 

 

 At the start of the Fall 2013 term, CSAC sends a Fall Term 
Advance of $75,000 



Cal Grant Supplemental Payments 

 Institutions post student payments in WebGrants on the Cal 
Grant Roster either by batch upload or manually 

 

 Once the Term Advance is disbursed and additional 
payments are reported in WebGrants, supplemental funds 
are sent to institutions 

 

 Supplemental payments are processed weekly 

 



Key Points 

• Schools may receive Term Advances 

 

• School will receive Supplemental Payments 

 

• Supplemental Payments are sent via EFT each Friday 



WebGrants System 



WebGrants System 

 Cal Grant Roster 
 

 Accept/Reject Report 
 

 Monthly Payment Activity Report 



To Access the Cal Grant Display Roster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the main Portal Menu 
 Click WEBGRANTS 
 Select Roster/Reconciliation 
 Select Display Roster  
 Choose Academic Year and Click “GO” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cal Grant Display Roster 

*Student Information    *Award Details    *Payment Information  *Status Messages  
*Allows manual posting of payments, adjustments, or status updates. 



Adjustment Reason Codes 

Student Receiving Payment and 

Using Eligibility 

 FT- Full Time 

 TT- ¾ Time 

 HT- Half Time 

 SR- Grad Senior 

 OF- Outside Fund (FT) 

 OH- Outside Fund (HT) 

 OT- Outside Fund (TT) 

No Payment Received and  

No Eligibility Used 

 LA – Leave of Absence 

 LH- Less than ½ Time 

 FI- File Incomplete 

 IG- Ineligible for Grant 

 LD- In Loan Default 

 TV- Inelig. TCP/5th Yr. 

 NP- Not Maintaining SAP 

 

 NS- Reverse Payment 



School A  ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

School B -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

School Change 



To Access Your Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
All reports are accessed from the Data Transfer Menu 

 Click “Report Download” 

 Select the Academic Year you wish to view 

 Select the “Report Type” or “All” 

 Click “GO” 



Reports 



Reports 



 This report 
provides 
confirmation for 
each transaction 
submitted.  

 Any transaction 
that failed edits, 
will be in the 
Rejected Section.   

 The Rejected 
Section displays 
first (if 
applicable), then 
accepted 
transactions will 
display. 

Accept / Reject Report 



 Cal Grant ‘Bank 
Statement’ 

 Detailed report 
of payments 
CSAC has sent 
and reconciled 
payments you 
have made to 
students 

 Year-To-Date 
activity by term 
and payment 
type. 

Monthly Payment Activity Report 



Key Points 

• The Cal Grant Display Roster is available for you to post 
payments or make status updates 

 

• Pay Codes and Adjustment Reason Codes are used to 
specify a student’s status or payment 

• Please be aware of the impact of the code you choose 

 

• The Accept/Reject Report and Monthly Payment Activity 
Report should be checked weekly to reconcile your 
transactions. 



WebGrants for Students 
(WGS) 



WebGrants for Students 

After their FAFSA/Dream App has been filed, students have 
secure 24/7 online access to: 

 Check application and award status for Cal Grant and 
Chafee  

 Verify and update e-mail and mailing address 

 View payment history 

 Simulate Cal Grant award value at eligible schools 

 Make a school change 

 Request a leave of absence 

 Self-certify high school graduation 





Middle Class Scholarship (MCS) 



Middle Class Scholarship (MCS) 

 New scholarship program beginning 2014-15 AY 

Phasing in over four years 

 For use at UC or CSU campuses 

 Use FAFSA or Dream Application to apply 

GPA may also be submitted but is not required to be considered 

 Similar requirements as Cal Grant but designed for families 
with incomes up to $150,000 per year 

 Students must reapply each year 

 Students will not likely be awarded both Cal Grant and MCS 

 



Other CSAC Resources 



Webinars 

 

 
On the CSAC Website:  www.csac.ca.gov 

Look for: 



Upcoming Webinars 





Ops Memos and Special Alerts 



List-Serv  
Sign up at www.CSAC.CA.GOV  

http://www.csac.ca.gov/


List-Serv 



California Dream Act      dream.csac.ca.gov 
Can also be accessed from the CSAC Website 



California Dream Act Information 



Online Training Materials  
in WebGrants 



Key Points 

• CSAC offers many resources: On the website, in 
WebGrants, and by e-mail 

 

• There are also many online resources for your students 

 

• CSAC is here to help and welcomes your calls and emails 



Thank You for Attending! 

Institutional  Support   

1-888-294-0153 
or 

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov 
 

 

Login Issues ONLY: Helpdesk 1-888-294-0148 

 

Students/Parents contact the Customer Relations Branch:    

1-888-294-0148   or    studentsupport@csac.ca.gov 

 


