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IN TODAY’S WEBINAR…

• Phones will be muted to eliminate 
background noise

• All questions can be typed in the Chat 
pod to the right, staff is available to 
answer your questions

• The PowerPoint can be downloaded 
from the Files pod



AGENDA

• Cal Grant Basics and Application 

Process

• Cal Grant Eligibility 

Requirements

• The Cal Grant Programs

• WebGrants for Students (WGS)

• Resources 



CAL GRANT BASICS AND 
APPLICATION PROCESS



• Cal Grant is a State Grant 

• For use in undergraduate studies, vocational 
programs, teacher credential programs

• For use at Cal Grant Eligible Institutions only

• School of attendance and grant type determine 
amount of award
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CAL GRANT APPLICATION 
PROCESS

FAFSA/Dream App 

• Submit online or paper 
form

• Student must list an 
Eligible Cal Grant school* 
on their financial 
application

• Must complete the FAFSA 
or Dream App for year 
they are applying

*Eligible Schools List is accessed at the 
bottom of the CSAC Website



GPA Verification Form

• School may submit GPA 
electronically or paper 
forms may be mailed.

• GPAs may be submitted 
by two methods:
• GPA Submission with SSN
• Non-SSN GPA Submission

• Electronic submission is 
preferred – faster, more 
efficient.

CAL GRANT APPLICATION 
PROCESS



CAL GRANT APPLICATION 
PROCESS



GRADE POINT AVERAGES 
(GPAS)

• GPAs are submitted by high schools and colleges

• All GPAs are unweighted and based on a 4.00 
scale

• SAT, ACT, GED, TASC, HiSET allowed if:

• student does not have a GPA

• coursework cannot be converted to a 4.00

• attended a non-accredited high school



COLLEGE STUDENTS

College GPAs are 
calculated based on   
24 - 36 completed units 
using an un-weighted 
4.00 scale
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RE-ESTABLISHED GPAS

• Student has at least 16 
units but no more than 
23 units at a California 
Community College

• Student will only 
qualify for Competitive 
Cal Grant B
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CAL GRANT APPLICATION 
DEADLINES

March 2nd

• Students attending 
any Cal Grant Eligible 
School can apply

• Cal Grant A, B, and C 
awards granted

• Entitlement and 
Competitive awards

September 2nd

• Only for California 
Community Colleges 
(CCC)

• Students must be 
enrolled in the CCC by 
Sept. 2nd to be 
considered

• Cal Grant A and B 

• Competitive awards only



KEY POINTS

• The Cal Grant Application Process is two parts:
• FAFSA or Dream Application

• GPA

• Student must list an Eligible Cal Grant school 

on their financial application

• March 2nd is the deadline most students must 

meet

• The September 2nd deadline for CCC students



STUDENT ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS



ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Federal Requirements and
Additional Cal Grant Requirements

*U.S. Citizen or Eligible non-citizen *California Resident

Meet Selective Service
Requirements

Attend an eligible California college 
or university

*Have a Social Security Number Be enrolled at least half-time

Maintain Satisfactory Academic
Progress

High School GPA (Entitlement)

Not owe a grant repayment or be in 
default on a student loan

Not be incarcerated

Not have earned a bachelors 
degree

*  These requirements are 

supplanted by other eligibility 

criteria for AB 540 students



ADDITIONAL DREAM APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS

• Attended California high 
school at least 3 years

• Graduated from a California 
high school, have a GED, or 
received passing marks on 
California High School 
Proficiency Exam (CHSPE)

• Meet AB 2000 
requirements by attaining 
3 years worth of HS credits 
AND has 3 or more years 
attendance at CA 
elementary or high school

• File affidavit with 
institution stating he or 
she has filed/will file 
application to legalize 
immigration status as soon 
as eligible



FINANCIAL NEED 
REQUIREMENT

Financial Need Calculation:

Cost of Attendance (COA)
–Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

Unmet Financial Need

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 

least $700

Cal Grant B Cal Grant C

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 

least the maximum Cal 
Grant C award amount 

+$1,500 

Cal Grant A

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 

least the maximum Cal 
Grant A award amount 

+$1,500 



INCOME AND ASSET CEILINGS



SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC 
PROGRESS (SAP)

Students must make satisfactory academic 
progress in order to receive Cal Grant funds:

• Schools use their own SAP policy to make determination

• Schools must notify Commission of those students not 
making SAP by using the NP code in WebGrants

• Commission will send student a letter regarding their SAP

• After three consecutive terms of not maintaining SAP, the 
student’s award will be withdrawn



KEY POINTS

• Students must meet general eligibility requirements

• Dream Applicants are subject to same requirements 
as students completing a FAFSA application

• Students must have financial need and meet the 
income and asset ceilings

• SAP is defined by each school and must be met for a 
Cal Grant payment



CAL GRANT PROGRAMS



CAL GRANT PROGRAMS

• Entitlement  vs. Competitive cycles

• High School Entitlement

• Transfer Entitlement

• Types of Grants

• Cal Grant A

• Cal Grant B

• Cal Grant C

• Renewing a Cal Grant Award



HIGH SCHOOL ENTITLEMENT

• For current high 
school seniors or prior 
year high school 
graduates
• For the 2015-16 AY, 

student must have 
graduated high school 
after July 1, 2013

• Awards Cal Grant A & 
B

• Must have verified 
high school GPA 
• or GED, SAT, ACT score

• Unlimited awards



TRANSFER ENTITLEMENT 



TRANSFER ENTITLEMENT 

• For Community 
College transfers 
under the age of 28

• Awards Cal Grant A 
and B

• Graduated from a CA 
high school and be a 
resident

 Must have a verified 
Community College 
GPA of at least 2.40

 Unlimited awards

 Preliminarily awarded 
students need to 
complete a Transfer 
Entitlement 
Certification (G-6) 
Form



COMPETITIVE AWARDS

• Students who do not 
meet Entitlement criteria

• Cal Grant A, B, and C

• GPA must be submitted 
for Cal Grant A, B

• Dream Applicants not 
considered for 
Competitive Award

• Limited to 25,750 
awards per year
• 12,875 for March 2 

Deadline

• 12,875 for Sept 2 
Deadline

• Only for CCC students

• Scoring criteria used 
to rank and award 
students



CAL GRANT A

• Low to middle income students
• Have financial need

• Meet the income and asset ceilings

• GPA minimum (3.00 HS or 2.40 College) 

• Program of 2-4 years in length

• Annual Awards
• Used for tuition and fees only

• Community Colleges Reserve



CAL GRANT B

• Low income students
• Have financial need
• Meet the income and asset ceilings
• GPA minimum 2.00  (HS or College)
• Program at least 1 year in length

• College Access Tax Credit
• Access award increased by $8
• $1,654 access award first year 
• Tuition/Fees plus $1,654 in 2nd, 3rd, 4th year
• Sunsets in 2017

• CCC Augmentation
• Students with 12 units or more may qualify
• Amount varies upon the number of qualifying students 



CAL GRANT C

• Low and middle income students
• Have financial need

• Meet the income and asset ceilings

• Enroll in vocational courses of study

• Associates and Certificate programs only

• Must complete Cal Grant C Supplement Form

• Annual Awards

• Used for any school expenses including tuition and fees



WHICH CAL GRANT IS THE 
BEST?



WHICH CAL GRANT IS THE 
BEST?

• Student can only receive 1 Cal Grant 

• Considered for all awards applicable

• Awarded most beneficial award

• Can only change grant type with college 
authorization



RENEWING A CAL GRANT 
AWARD

Automatic yearly renewal when qualifications are 
met:

• File a FAFSA or Dream Application

• Meet income/asset ceilings and financial need 
requirements

• A valid transaction must be posted in WebGrants
• Payment

• Leave of Absence or Less than Half-time status



KEY POINTS

• Entitlement or Competitive Awards

• High School Entitlement or Transfer Entitlement

• Cal Grant A, B and C each have their own 
requirements for qualification

• Cal Grant automatically renewed when all 
terms are met



WEBGRANTS FOR 
STUDENTS (WGS)



WWW.WEBGRANTS4STUDENTS.ORG

Create 
account or 
sign in Helpful 

links 
anyone 
can 
access



CREATING AN ACCOUNT

OR



CREATING AN ACCOUNT

OR



CREATING AN ACCOUNT

OR



COMMON ERRORS IN 
CREATING AN ACCOUNT

• Name mismatch

• Application has not 
been submitted

• Compatibility 
issues

• Mobile devices



ENCOURAGE STUDENTS

• Use Dream ID (not 
DACA SSN)

• Call Technical Help Desk 
for technical support @ 

(888) 294-0148



WGS – CAL GRANT MAIN MENU



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
CONFIRMATION



CALIFORNIA AID REPORT 
(CAR)

• Proof of 
Award

• Check correct 
school is on 
file

• Award 
amount listed



RESOURCES



WEBINARS



WEBINARS



ON DEMAND MODULES





OPS MEMOS AND SPECIAL ALERTS



LIST-SERV SUBSCRIPTION



LIST-SERV



THANK YOU!

California Student Aid Commission

Institutional Support Services

(888) 294-0153

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov


