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IN TODAY’S WEBINAR…

• Phones will be muted to eliminate 
background noise

• All questions can be typed in the Chat 
pod to the right, staff is available to 
answer your questions

• The PowerPoint can be downloaded 
from the Files pod



AGENDA

• What’s new?

• Who completes the Dream Act Application

• WebGrants

• Non-SSN GPA Submission

• Verification

• WebGrants for Students (WGS)

• Resources



NEW FOR 2015-16

• Redesign CA Dream Act resource page

• Mouse hover-overs 

• Enhancements to help/hints and access 
determination logic

• New questions regarding selective service 
and student loan

• Parent pin processed streamlined



WHO COMPLETES THE DREAM 
ACT APPLICATION

AB 540 Requirements:

• Attended a CA high school for 3+ years

• Graduated from a CA high school or the equivalent

• Registered or enrolled at a CA public or private 
college or university

• File an affidavit with the institution stating that 
he/she will apply for legal immigration status as soon 
as possible



AB 2000

Student secures 3 
years worth of HS 
credits AND has a 
total of 3 or more 

years of attendance 
at a California 
elementary or 

secondary school is 
now eligible for AB 
540 and may be 

awarded financial aid. 



TEMPORARY VISAS

• Students with a Non-
immigrant Visa status 
other than T or U*

• Non-immigrants, as 
defined by federal 
immigration law, may 
hold one of the following 
visas: A, B, C, D, E, F, G, 
H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, 
Q, R, S, TN, TD, V, TROV 
and NATO.

* T and U visa holders are eligible under AB 1899
T visa holders file the FAFSA
U visa holders file the CA Dream Act Application.



• Assembly Bill 1899

• The U visa provides eligible victims with 
nonimmigrant status to temporarily remain in the 
US while assisting law enforcement 

• Student does not file the Affidavit

THE “U” VISA IS AN 
EXCEPTION



TEMPORARY PROTECTED 
STATUS



California students who 
have applied for or 

received approval for 
DACA should complete 

the CA Dream Act 
Application and submit a 

Non SSN GPA

DEFERRED ACTION FOR 
CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS (DACA)



FINANCIAL AID CONSIDERATION

• Dream Application 
gathers same data 
as the FAFSA

• Campuses can use 
the application to 
determine eligibility 
for other aid



DREAM ACT APPLICANTS

• Considered for Cal Grants if:
• Are graduating high school seniors

• Graduated high school in prior academic year

• Transferring from California Community College 
to a 4-year University

• Are enrolled in a technical or vocational 
program

• Considered for Middle Class Scholarship if:
• Attending a UC or CSU



NEW LEGISLATION

SB 1210

• DREAM Loan 

Program

• Commencing 

2015/16

• Administered by UC 

and CSU campuses



SELECTIVE SERVICE

Males 18 to 25 must register with 
Selective Service for Cal Grant 
and other state aid:

 Do not need a SSN to register

 BEST WAY TO REGISTER: Answer 
“Register me” on CA Dream Act 
question 23a

 OR: Get registration form at U.S. 
Post office, or download at 
Caldreamact.org

 Students will receive a Confirmation 
by mail from the Selective Service



TAXES

Students and parents residing in the United States must 
file US tax returns, if earning threshold is met

• May be required by college/university if selected for verification

Thresholds as provided by IRS:

• Single: $10,150 or more

• Married, filing jointly: $20,300

• Head of Household: $13,050

 Defined as someone who paid more than half the costs of keeping up a 

home for the year)

• Dependents (both children and adults) $6,200

http://www.irs.gov/publications



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

• Once application is signed and all entries are 
correct, application information will be sent to all 
colleges listed on application

• The information is electronically sent to the 
institutions listed within approximately 8 days

• More colleges can be added by re-entering the 
application and adding the colleges

• Parent signature must be resubmitted each time 
information is changed or new information is 
added to the application



TREATING THE SAME



WEBGRANTS



DREAM ACT ISIR SEARCH 
SCREEN



DREAM ACT ISIR SEARCH 
SCREEN



DREAM ACT ISIR SEARCH 
SCREEN



DREAM ACT SEARCH RESULTS



CAL ISIR CORRECTION SCREEN



CAL ISIR CORRECTION SCREEN



Verification

CONFIRMATION VIEW SCREEN



Verification

CAL SAR REPORT SCREEN



CAL SAR REPORT



CALIFORNIA DREAM ACT ISIRS



CALIFORNIA DREAM ACT ISIRS



CALIFORNIA DREAM ACT ISIRS



NON-SSN GPA SUBMISSION

GPA



NON-SSN GPA SUBMISSION

• Matching of GPAs to Dream 
Applications using other application 
elements
• Name, Address, Phone, DOB, Email, 

SSID etc.
• up to 20 elements  

• Necessary since dreamers may 
have a DACA SSN or no SSN

• Batch upload is the preferred 
method



VERIFICATION



VERIFICATION

• CSAC randomly selects 
20% of completed 
applications to be 
verified by the 
college/university for 
income.

• Completed means the 
application has an EFC 
and all required 
signatures. 

Who is Selected for Verification?



VERIFICATION

Students must meet AB 540 criteria

• Must verify student meets all AB 540 and AB 2000    
requirements

Males 18-25 must register with Selective Service for Cal 
Grant and other state aid

• Do not need an SSN to register

• Can register online via the Dream Application

• Get registration form at U.S. Post office, or download at 
caldreamact.org

Students and parents residing in the United States file 
US tax returns, if meet earning threshold

• Many Dream applicants for 2013-14 did file returns (with ITIN) 
and paid taxes



WEBGRANTS FOR 
STUDENTS (WGS)



WWW.WEBGRANTS4STUDENTS.ORG



MOST COMMON ERRORS IN 
CREATING WGS ACCOUNTS

• Name mismatch

• Application has not been submitted

• Compatibility issues

• Mobile devices



RESOURCES



WEBINARS



ON DEMAND MODULES



THANK YOU!

California Student Aid Commission

Institutional Support Services

(888) 294-0153

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov


