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Agenda 

Dream Act Legislation Overview 

Who are the Dreamers? 

Why wouldn’t a student file? 

The California Dream Act Application 

Accessing ISIRS & NON-SSN Submission 

Dream Act Aid is not Deferred Action (DACA) 
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CA Dream Act Overview 

• Allows non-resident students to 
pay in-state fees 

AB 540 – 
2001 

• Private Scholarships can be 
administered by public institutions 

AB 130 – 
July 2011 

• State funded grants including     
Cal Grants and institutional grants 

AB 131 – 
October 2011 
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Assembly Bill (AB) 540 (Firebaugh, 2001) 

• Created the first state authorized benefit for 
undocumented students in California – 
exemption from non-resident tuition at public 
postsecondary institutions  

• Criteria: 
• Attended a CA high school for 3+ years 
• Graduated from a CA high school or the 

equivalent 
• Enrolls in a public CA college or university 
• If the student is without lawful immigration 

status, student must file an affidavit with the 
institution stating that he/she has filed an 
application to legalize status or will file as 
soon as eligible 
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AB 540 Students may be: 

Students who are undocumented 

Students who are U.S. citizens, but who are not 
CA residents 
• Usually dependent students living in the state whose 

parents are not CA residents 
• Sometimes former CA residents 

In any case, the students must meet the AB 540 
criteria on the previous slide 
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AB 540 Students are not: 
• Non-immigrants, as defined by 

federal immigration law, may hold 
one of the following visas: A, B, C, D, 
E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, R, 
S, TN, TD, V, TROV and NATO. 

Students with a 
Non-immigrant 
Visa status other 

than T or U*.  

• a home school does not meet the 
definition of a "high school in 
California" as it applies to this 
exemption eligibility. 

Students "home-
schooled" by a 

parent who does 
not hold a CA 

teacher credential  
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*T and U visa holders are eligible under AB 1899. 
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AB 540 Students are not: 

Students living out-of-state and enrolling in a 
private California "internet high school"  

• Course work completed via a distance learning or a 
correspondence program, does not meet the definition of a 
"high school in California" as it applies to AB 540 and 131. 
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Retention of the Affidavit 

• Public campuses are doing this already 
• Non-public campuses must retain the AB 

540 eligible student’s affidavit. 
• Completion of the affidavit for “T” and “U” 

visa holders is not required. 
 

2012 CASFAA Annual Conference 
 

December 8 – 11, 2012   Anaheim, CA   CASFAA Annual Conference 



9 

• All list person’s name and number 
 

1. Valid for the following: 
• U.S. citizens; and 
• People lawfully admitted to the United States on a 

permanent basis. 
2. “Not Valid For Employment.” 

Issued to people from other countries:  
• Who are lawfully admitted to the United States without 

work authorization from DHS, but with a valid non-work 
reason for needing a Social Security number; or 

• Who need a number because of a federal law requiring 
a Social Security number to get a benefit or service 

Types of Social Security Cards 
 

2012 CASFAA Annual Conference 
 

December 8 – 11, 2012   Anaheim, CA   CASFAA Annual Conference 



3. “Valid For Work Only With DHS Authorization.” 
Issued to people lawfully admitted to the United 
States on a temporary basis who have DHS 
authorization to work. 
 
And this type is issued to students who have filed for 
Deferred Action. 
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Types of Social Security Cards 
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Dream Act Aid is not Deferred Action 
(DACA) 
CA Dream Act aid is not the same as Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) relief 

DACA does not confer a new status for students. 

Does not affect AB 540 status, the criteria used for 
Dream Act Aid. 

For more info on DACA – visit uscis.gov and 
e4fc.org/dacaguide 
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Deferred Action Requirements 

1. Entry into the U.S. before the age of 16;  

2. Five years of continuous residence and 
actual physical presence in the U.S. since 

June 15, 2007, and on June 15, 2012;  

3. Enrollment in or graduation from high 
school or other qualifying educational 
program or obtained GED certificate;  
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4. No convictions for felonies, significant 
misdemeanors, multiple misdemeanors, and no 
national security or public safety threats; and  

5. At least 15 years of age at the time of application, 
but not more than 30 years of age on June 15, 2012.    

Additionally, these individuals are required to pay a 
$465 filing fee to DHS. 
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Deferred Action Requirements 



Important Information for AB 540 Students 

• Do not need an SSN to register 
• Selective Service does not share data 
• www.sss.gov to download brief form 
• Take form to U.S. Post office or register 

on site, sign and mail 

Males 18 to 25 
must register with 
Selective Service 
for Cal Grant and 

other state aid 

• Many Dream applicants for 2012-13 did 
file returns (with ITIN) and pay taxes 

• May be required by college/university if 
selected for verification 

• The IRS does not share data 

Students and 
parents residing in 
the United States 

file US tax returns, 
if meet earning 

threshold 
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AB 130 - Private Scholarships 
15 

In effect since January 2012. AB 540 
students can apply for & receive private 

scholarships administered by public schools:  

Scholarships funded through private donors  
alumni contributions 

individual departmental efforts 

Direct students to look for online 
scholarship application and timelines at 

campus websites. Contact campus 
scholarship offices. 
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AB 131 - State Aid for 2012-13 

For Current AB 540 College Students: 
14,276 2012-13 Dream Applications Completed 

File 2012-13 Dream Act Application at 
www.caldreamact.org  

UC Grants, State University Grants, BOG Fee 
Waivers (CCC) 

Payable with Winter or Spring terms of the 2012-
13 school year (after January 1, 2013). 
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2013-14 Dream Act Provisions 
•UC Grants, State University Grant, BOG 
Fee Waiver, Chafee Grant, EOP/EOPS 
•Cal Grants 

•At Public Colleges 
•At Private Colleges 

•2013-14 application opens January 1, 2013 
•Payments start for 2013-14 school year 

AB 131- 2013-14 
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AB 131- 2013-14 

• High School Entitlement         
Cal Grants 

• Transfer Entitlement Cal 
Grants 

• Cal Grant C 

AB 131 
Eligible Cal 

Grant 
Programs 
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Basic Cal Grant Eligibility  
for AB 540 Students 
Requirements Additional Cal Grant Requirements 

Meet AB 540 Requirements Attend an eligible California school 

Meet Selective Service 
requirements Be enrolled at least half-time 

Maintain Satisfactory Academic 
Progress 

High School GPA required 
(Entitlement) 

Not owe a grant repayment or be in 
default on a student loan 

Not have earned a BA/BS degree 

Not be incarcerated 
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Why wouldn’t a student file? 

Not savvy with applications  
• Students  
• Parents 

Unsure where they might attend 

Worries about personal data 
• CSAC does not perform federal data matches 
• No papers, no fear 
• Leap of faith 
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The CA Dream Act Application 
CSAC has created a single statewide application 
for all AB 131 Dream Act financial aid 
• College disbursed private scholarship aid 
• Institutional grants 
• BOG 
• Cal Grant and other state aid 

Student should inquire through their campus on 
whether other applications are required. 
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2012-13 year 
application 
open now 

2013-14 year 
application 

opens 
January 1, 

2013 

The CA Dream Act Application 
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www.caldreamact.org 
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I am a United States citizen, or 
I am a U.S. permanent resident with an I-151, I-551, or I-551C (Permanent Resident Card), or  
I am in one of the Following Categories:  

A person with an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) showing one of the following designations:  

Refugee  
Asylum Granted  
Cuban-Haitian Entrant, Status Pending  
Conditional Entrant (valid only if issued before April 1,1980)  
Parolee (You must be paroled into the United States for at least one year and 
you must be able to provide evidence from the USCIS that you are in the United 
States for other than a temporary purpose and that you intend to become a U.S. 
citizen or permanent resident.), or  I am a resident of the Marshall Islands, the 
Federated States of Micronesia or Republic of Palau 
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MIRROR APPLICATIONS 

FAFSA Dream 



Applying for a Dream Act Cal Grant 

CA Dream 
Application 
 establishes 

financial 
need 

GPA Verification 
establishes merit 

• Submitted by 
school/district to CSAC 
electronically or  

• Submitted by student 
via mail (Cal Grant GPA 
Verification Form 
download at CA Dream 
Act page) 
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• CSAC will send this form to all 
students who meet Transfer 
Entitlement requirements 

Transfer 
Entitlement 

Verification Form 

• CSAC will send this form to all 
students who meet Cal Grant 
C requirements 

Cal Grant C 
Supplemental 

Form 

Applying for a Dream Act Cal Grant 
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Submission Issues 
Browser issues 

• IE 9.0 or greater – Works fine 
• Firefox 10.0 or greater – Works fine 
• Google Chrome – Most instances 
• Apple Safari – Most instances 

Name Matches 
• Student name needs to match name on college application 

Password/ PIN Issues 
• Write them down! 

CSAC Customer Service: 888-224-7268 
28 
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Accessing 2012-13 Cal ISIRs 
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Accessing 2012-13 Cal ISIRs 



 

Accessing 2012-13 Cal ISIRs 



 

Accessing 2012-13 Cal ISIRs 



 



 



 



Submitting Non-SSN GPAs 
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WebGrants Screens 

Click to get to the GPA menu 

Getting to the GPA menu 

•  Click on the WebGrants link to get to the GPA menu. 



WebGrants Screens 
Access to Non-SSN GPA Screen 

Access to Non-SSN GPA Screen Click to view your current screen access 

•  Click the GPA link to access the Non-SSN GPA Screen. 
•  Click the View Your Account Details to see the current settings. 



WebGrants Screens 
Getting Started-GPA Menu 

Access Non-SSN GPA Screen 

•  Click the “Upload Non-SSN GPAs to begin the GPA upload.  



WebGrants Screens 
Getting Started-NON-SSN GPA Menu 

Access Upload Non-SSN GPA Screen 
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WebGrants Screens 

Click the Browse button to search for text document 

Upload Non-SSN GPAs Screen 

•  Click the “Browse” button to search for saved text document. 

•  Click the “Appropriate GPA typeGPA” button. 

Choose correct GPA type, or…. 



WebGrants Screens 
NON-SSN GPA Summary Screen (w/errors) 

•  This screen shows the two invalid records, 
•  Record 1 has a GPA above 4.00 and record 2 has a Missing Address. 



WebGrants Screens 
Non-SSN GPA Summary Screen 

• Screen shows that all the records are now valid. Click Submit Records. 



WebGrants Screens 
Summary of Non-SSN GPA Records 

• Batch Number should be recorded for future reference. 
• Click on Batch Number row to view records submitted. 
• Confirmation Message and Email sent to user after upload. 



WebGrants Screens 

• Submitting Individual Non-SSN GPA records to WebGrants  
o Functionality Coming soon to WebGrants 



Timeline of Non-SSN GPA 

• December 
o Community Colleges can start to upload Non-SSN GPAs via 

WebGrants 
o Non-SSN GPA Roster Report generated 

• January 
o Match Non-SSN GPA records with FAFSA or Dream App. data 

• February 
o Non-SSN GPA School Unmatched Report generated 
o Non-SSN GPA School Upload Report generated 

• March 2 
o Submission deadline for student GPAs and FAFSA/Dream App. 
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For more 
information about 

the Dream Act 
and Cal Grant, 
please contact 

School Support Services 
California Student Aid 

Commission 
1-888-294-0153 

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov 

Or visit www.caldreamact.org 

48 2012 CASFAA Annual Conference 
 

December 8 – 11, 2012   Anaheim, CA   CASFAA Annual Conference 



For more Dream Act Resources: 
*Provided in Reference Guide 

• CSAC/Educators for Fair Consideration Guide – coming soon 
• Los Angeles Cash for College: lacashforcollege.org/resources.html 
• Educators for Fair Consideration:  www.e4fc.org 
• College Board “Repository of Resources for Undocumented 

Students” professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/Repository-
Resources-Undocumented-Students_2012.pdf 

• Mexican American Legal Defense Fund (MALDEF) 
• maldef.org/education/public_policy/ab540/index.html 
• maldef.org/assets/pdf/MALDEF_Scholarship_Resource_Guide.pdf 
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Questions?? 
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