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Q20. What if my parents live in another country and I do not live with them? 

Students who are under the age of 24 as of December 31 of the award year and do not meet any 
other very limited criteria, are considered “Dependent” for financial aid purposes and therefore, must 
provide parental information. One parent must sign your application, even if you do not live with your 
legal parents (your biological and/or adoptive parents). Widowed stepparents, aunts, uncles, 
grandparents, foster parents, siblings or legal guardians are not considered your parent(s) for 
financial aid purposes, unless they have legally adopted you.  

If you are unable to get your parent information, complete the application as much as you can and 
contact your college’s financial aid office (FAO) as soon as possible. The FAO will evaluate your 
situation and inform you if they can override the need for parent information. The CSAC does not 
have the authority to override dependency or financial information. 

Note: For a complete list of “Dependency” questions, to help you determine whether you are 
dependent or independent for financial aid purposes, please visit: 
www.studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency  

For help with determining which parent(s) should be included on your CADAA application, please 
visit: www.studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/who-is-my-parent.png  

After Submitting Your Application 
Q21. How do I fix mistakes on my CADAA? 

After you submit your application, review the Confirmation Page to identify and fix any errors that 
need correction. After the initial successful submission of your application, the CSAC will send you an 
email with your nine-digit Dream ID number. If you haven’t received an email from us, be sure to 
check your spam/junk folders. Keep this number in a safe place; you will use your Dream ID number 
to create a WebGrants 4 Students account, when you talk to your college, or the CSAC. 

Q22. I applied for financial aid using the CADAA. What’s next? 

After completing the CADAA, the CSAC will send your application data to all the colleges listed on 
your application. A GPA submitted to CSAC by March 2, will often be required for Cal Grant 
consideration.

Qualifying for a Cal Grant is not automatic, it is a need-based program. You must meet financial 
income and asset eligibility, and GPA requirements. After receiving your CADAA and GPA, the 
CSAC will process your application to determine if you are eligible to receive a Cal Grant. After 
completion of your CADAA, you must create a WebGrants 4 Students account at https://
mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/  in order to check the status of your Cal Grant eligibility.  

Additional information on how to apply for a Cal Grant can be found at www.csac.ca.gov/how-apply 
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Q23. How do I submit my Cal Grant GPA? 

If you are a current high school senior or graduated last year, your high school should submit a Cal 
Grant GPA to CSAC. Community College GPAs are submitted to CSAC if you have completed at 
least 16 units. Four-year college GPAs are submitted to CSAC if you have completed at least 24 
units. GPAs should be submitted on or befire March 2.

To check on the status of your GPA, please check your WebGrants 4 Students account or speak 
with your high school counselor (if you are a current high school senior or graduated last year) or 
contact your financial aid office at your college (if you are a college student). 

If your GPA has not been submitted, you can download the paper Cal Grant GPA Verification Form 
(G-4) and complete questions 1-9. Take this form to the guidance counseling office/registrar at your 
high school/college. Your school will verify your GPA and sign the form. You must mail this 
completed form to CSAC on or before the March 2 deadline. To download the paper GPA 
Verification Form, please go to: www.csac.ca.gov/post/cal-grant-gpa-verification-form  

Note: If your school is uploading your GPA electronically, please do not send the paper GPA 
Verification Form. 

Q24. I am a foster youth and I don’t have a Social Security Number or any paperwork about my 
biological parents. Can I get any financial aid for college? 

If you meet the non-resident exemption requirements, you may file the CADAA. Furthermore, eligible 
foster youth students may qualify for other types of aid such as: 

• Chafee Grant
• Cal Grant
• Scholarships offered through California public colleges and universities
• California College Promise Grant (formerly BOG fee waiver)
• Private grants and scholarships

Q25. I was notified that I was awarded a Cal Grant! How do I receive the money? 

You must set up a WebGrants 4 Students account to manage your Cal Grant. This account allows 
you to make school changes or address changes, and to find out if there are additional actions that 
must be taken before your school can disburse your first payment. To create your account, go to 
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/  

Upon logging on to your WebGrants 4 Students account, verify that the college that is displayed, is in 
fact the college you are attending. If it is not, you can submit a school change via your WebGrants 4 
Students account. Your college will be responsible for disbursing all Cal Grant payments. Check your 
school’s student portal, the financial aid office, or your school’s financial aid website to see a 
schedule of the Cal Grant disbursement dates. If that date has come and gone without you receiving 
a disbursement, check with your college immediately to see if your financial aid file is incomplete. 
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Q26. How do I renew my Cal Grant? 

Submit your CADAA every year to renew your award. You will use the same login information (User 
ID/Password) from the previous year to enter your CADAA. To re-submit your application, go to 
https://dream.csac.ca.gov and choose the “Login" option. You will need to provide your login 
information and select the appropriate academic year application. Refer to Question #16 of this 
document, should you need help determining which application year to complete. 

Students will receive their Cal Grant renewal notification in late spring, so you should re-submit your 
CADAA before then. If you were not awarded the Cal Grant, you should re-apply every year by 
submitting your CADAA and a new GPA before the March 2nd deadline. Refer to Question #23 of 
this document for details on how to submit your GPA. If you have never submitted a CADAA, go to 
https://dream.csac.ca.gov and click on the “Start” button. 

Q27. What is the Dream Loan? 

Senate Bill 1210 establishes the California DREAM Loan Program for purposes of extending loans to 
students who meet the non-resident exemption requirements established by AB 540 and have 
demonstrated financial need. The DREAM Loan authorizes any campus of the University of 
California or the California State University to participate. California community colleges are not 
authorized to participate. Funds are limited - students should submit their CADAA as early as 
possible and soon after the CADAA is released on October 1st each year. Eligible students should 
contact their college/university for more information. 

Q28. Is it safe for me to apply for the CADAA? 

CSAC released a joint statement with the California Department of Education stating, 

“The information provided via the California Dream Act Application is used solely to determine 
eligibility for state financial aid and isn't shared with the federal government or used for immigration 

enforcement purposes. The CSAC will protect this information to the fullest extent of the law." 

To read the full statement, visit www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr17ltr0221.asp 

Talk to your institution’s financial aid office for more information. 

Learn more about the California Dream Act 

https://dream.csac.ca.gov  
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