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What is the California Dream Act Application? 
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• The California Dream Act Application, often 

referred to as the CADAA, allows qualified 
undocumented and nonresident students 
(US citizens and eligible non-citizens) to 
receive certain types of financial aid in the 
State of California 

• The CADAA is administered by the 
California Student Aid Commission 



    Each year about 25,000 undocumented students graduate from high school in California 



 

   

 

 Who Can Apply? California Dream Act Application 
• Undocumented 

Students 
• With or without DACA 
• TPS Status 
• U Visa Holders 

Additional 
Requirements 
• Must be eligible to 

submit the non-
resident tuition 
exemption 

• Males 18-25 yrs. old 
must register for 
Selective Service 



  
   

  

 

  
 

  

 
 

Only Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) holders or U Visa 
holders are eligible for AB 540: 

Non-Immigrant Visas & 
Temporary Protected Status 

• TPS or U Visa holders 
should file CADAA 

• T Visa holders should file 
FAFSA 

• Countries with TPS 
status can change 



    

      
   

    
   

      

What if a student is unsure of their current immigration status? 

There are many places which can assist students to better understand their immigration 
status. Most college campuses have DREAMER RESOUCE CENTERS that students can 
contact for assistance. IMMIGRANTSRISING.ORG is an organization that has 
considerable resources that may help. In the Fresno area, the Education and Leadership 
Foundation, EDUCATION-LEARDERSHIP.ORG, offers many services to students and their 
families 

https://EDUCATION-LEARDERSHIP.ORG
https://IMMIGRANTSRISING.ORG


 
   

 

    
 

    
  

DACA and Financial Aid 
• DACA is not required to qualify for non-

resident tuition exemption 

• DACA is not required to complete CA Dream 
Act application 

• DACA will not impact the ability for students 
to continue receiving financial aid 



  
   
     
    

 

 

  

Before you begin… 
Before you start assisting, please suggest to the 
family that it is important to write down (or take a 
picture of) things such as; 

 Full name of student as entered 

Usernames & Passwords 

 E-mail Address Used 

 Pin Numbers 

 Secret Questions and Answers 
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Before you begin… 

We highly recommend that you print a 
hard copy of the California Dream Act 
Application and keep it handy. 

It’s great to use as a reference when you 
are helping students and their families 
complete the application, and later if they 
have issues with a particular section. 

https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/resources-california-dream-act-application 

https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/resources-california-dream-act-application
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CA Dream Act Applica 10n 

Academic Year 2020 - 2021 

Welcome to your California Dream Act Application! Read these tips fi rst 

1. Questions with an asterisk (•) require an answer. 
2. If it i:s determined that you are a DEPENDENT s tudent, your parent will be required to sign the application. 

Anytime you make a change to your application, your parent will be required to s ign. Failure to p rovide a parent 

signature , will leave your application incomplete. Your college/un illersity cannot award you financial aid if your 

application is incomplete. 

3. Saw your application periodically. Sessions expire every 30 minutes. To prevent loss of application and 

information SAVE your application often. 

4. The red text throughout the CA Dream Act Application means further action is required from you. 

5. Based on your ansl'/ers to questions, this application may :skip questions that are not required. 

6. Do not u:se your web browser's BACK or FORWARD buttons. Using the web brol'/ser back or forward button wil 

cause data to be losl To prevent loss of data you should use the NEXT and PREVIOUS buttons at the bottom of 

each page. Remember to save often. 

7. Make sure you submit your app lication when complete. Saving your applicatio n is not the same as 

submitting your application. Only submitted app lications can be processed for financial aid. 

8. If you need to make changes or corrections after submitting your application. you must \'/ail at least 24 hours. 

9. You will see help sCf'eens pop up throughout the application. View lull line by: line instructions on the 2020-21 

tP.P.lication. 

10. You do not have to file l axes to complete the application. However, you can use your 2018 l axe:s lo complete the 

2020-21 CA Dream Act Application. 

Save Application 

... 
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The current 
California Dream 
Act Application 
mirrors the FAFSA 
in several ways, 
including the 
tabbed sections 
at the top of the 
application 
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}t~ Student Aid Commission 

Instructions Student Oepend•ency Fhd:\AF+i:4Hl♦Ff::: ::h h:hif P'il 
1) • Your Last Name 

!WALDREP 

2) • Your First Name 

IJON 

3) Your Middle ln~i al 

□ 
4) • Your Mailing Address 

(Enter ~our street number and street name, or P.O. Box) 

Enter Addr ess 

5) • City 

I SACRAMENTO 

Welcome Jon Waldrep I LolJllut 

CA Dream Act Applica :on 
Academic Year 2020 - 2021 

... 

I 
Save Application 

Help and Hints 

Studenf s Permanent Mail ing 
... 

Address 

Enw you r stree,t n umber and street 

name. or PO Box{te StJre to in~ude 
'JO'l.l' apartment numl:e,, ij applicat ..e). 

If you do not prow=.d-e an em3il address. 
ocmm11n.:cations regar<f!flg yoor 
financial a._~ applica..:ion v,ill t .e- Serl: ~o 
th5s addre5s. U:.e :-:reet address 
abbreinaiions. sucl! as A?T 
(apartment) or AVE {aven u;;) , ii :he 

address is lo<lg;;r l!ian l!ie allowali!e 

:pace. 

Only use lecers CA•Z.numtes (0-9) 

periods (.}. convnas (.). a;x,stroplles • 
• ~ ... .. .. '' - ·•- • '- •• - • - • '-••- t - ... -· 

~E>2013 S1eiDotca111on1a D!>.!ID.2 CA.GOV [ CSAC.CA.GOV [ conlact Ue [ Prl'lacy Polley [ Term• or Uee [ Hacp 
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In the student 
section, it is 
critical that 
students spells 
their name 
correctly and 
provides the 
correct address 
and date of 
birth. 



  
 

  
 

  
 

  

Students should 
use a non-school 
or district e-mail 
address such as a 
GMAIL e-mail. 
Students should 
avoid using a 
‘family’ e-mail if 
possible. 



    
     

     
   

 
    

o Students are required to indicate their high school completion 
status or its equivalent before beginning the COLLEGE academic 
year 

o They can choose from the following: High school diploma 
General Educational Development (GED) certificate Home 
schooled or None of the above 

o Almost all High School seniors should choose High School 
Diploma 



    
    

 

These are questions that many students answer incorrectly. 
For high school seniors the answers should almost always 
be: 

28: No 

29: Never attended college/1st yr. 

30: 1st Bachelor degree 



 

 
   

  
  

  
  

   

 

        

Students should list 
college and housing 
plans for each college 
or school they wish to 
receive the CADAA. 

Students can list up to 
10 colleges on the 
application initially. It 
does not matter in what 
order schools are listed, 
but we suggest listing at 
least one school from 
each segment. 

List one school from each segment, i.e. CCC, CSU, UC and private university 



 

   
 

   
 

 

 
   

 
  

  

Instructions Student Dependency · Parent Signature 

·······························--······················································································································ ... ·································--

Provide an answer for all questions 46 to 59. If you answer "'Yes"' to any of questions 46 to 5 

·······························--········································--································---····································--·········································· 

46) " Were you born before January 1, 1997? 0 Yes @ No 

47) "' As of today are you married? (Also answer "Yes" if O Yes O No 
you are separated but not divorced.) 

48) "' At the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, will O Yes O No 
you be working on a master's or doctorate program (such 
as an MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, graduate certificate, 
etc.)? 

49) " Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. 0 Yes O No 
Armed Forces for purposes other than training? 

50) " Are you a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces? 0 Yes O No 

51 ) " Do you now have or will you have children who will O Yes O No 
receive more than half of their support from you between 
July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021? 

52) "' Do you have dependents (other than your children O Yes O No 
or spouse) who will live with you and who receive more 
than half of their support from you, now and through June 

Dependency 
Section 

These dependency questions are 
used to determine whether 
students are dependent or 
independent for the purposes of 
calculating an EFC. 

Most high school seniors will 
answer “No” to all of these 
questions and be considered 
dependent students for the 
purposes of financial aid 
consideration. 



    

 

  

 
  

 
 

  

Parent 
Section 

This is the section 
where students/families 
will enter the number of 
people in your parents' 
household 

Use the helpful hints on 
this page of the 
application to help 
determine who should 
counted as members of 
the household 



   
   

  
 

   
   

 
  

  

  
  

What if the Student’s Parents live in Another Country? 
• Even if parents live in another country, 

they are required to provide their 
income and assets 

• When that is not possible because, for 
example, there Is no contact, students 
should complete the application as 
much as they can and then contact your 
college’s financial aid office (FAO) as 
soon as possible 

• The FAO will evaluate the situation and 
inform the student if they can override 
the need for parent information 



        
     

  

Parent 
Section 

In this section parents indicate if they filed 
taxes, will file taxes or will not file taxes for 
the prior-prior tax year. 



  
  

  

  
  

  

Students can sign the 
application easily by 
simply checking the box 
and submitting 

Parents will have the 
opportunity to sign after 
the student or log on to 
sign at a later time 



 
 

  
 

  
 

  
  

After signing 

If the student signs the 
application and there 
are issues or invalid 
data, they will receive 
this notification 

Remember that for 
dependent students 
the parent must re-sign 
after any update or 
correction 



  

         

CADAA Confirmation Page 

Issues which need 
to be resolved: 

Next steps student 
should consider: 



                                  
  

  

   

    

   

What if a student applies with the CADAA but they don’t receive 
any notifications or updates? What should they do? 

Log back into the application and check for errors 

Create a WebGrants 4 Students account and check their status 

Ask their High School counselor to check their WebGrants report 

Contact the Student Aid Commission by e-mail or phone 



Thank You for Attending! 

Websites: 
www.csac.ca.gov 

https://dream.csac.ca.gov/ 
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/ 

https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/
www.csac.ca.gov
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