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Presenters:

“Making Education Beyond High School Financially Accessible To All Californians.”
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Webinar
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 To access Webinar click on unique link forwarded in 
email invitation

 Hear the audio portion of this training: 
 Listen on your computer 

 Call-in toll-free: 1 (877) 669-3239

 Dial direct: 1(408) 600-3600

 Callers muted but not silenced
 Online Chat/Q & A (time permitting)

 Raise hand (Agreement)



Purpose of Training

 Overview of the California Chafee Grant Program 
(Chafee).

 This training provides an update to the Chafee 
checks delivery process.

 Introduces new WebGrants Chafee Screens for  
reporting and tracking payments.
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California Chafee Grant Program

Overview

 Chafee is administered by the Commission through 
an interagency agreement with the California 
Department of Social Services (CDSS).

 Grants offered to California foster youth, who have 
aged out of foster care, to help pay for college or 
career and technical training.  

 Maximum award amount is $5,000 per school year.

 Federal and State funded grant subject to annual 
availability of funds.
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Basic Eligibility Requirements

 Current or former foster youth under court 
dependency:
 Anytime between their 16th and 18th birthday

 New applicants on July 1 of the award year must be:
 At least 16
 Not over 22

 Paid Chafee students can be renewed through their 
23rd birthday.
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Basic Eligibility (continued)

 Eligible college, university or vocational school.
 Participates in Title IV - Federal Pell Grant Program.

 Program length of at least one academic year.

 Minimum half-time enrollment.

 Maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP).

6



Basic Eligibility (continued)

 Must demonstrate financial need:
 Certified by the school.

 Award based on Unmet need. 
 FAFSA and Need Analysis Report 

 Funds available up to the Cost of Education but not to exceed 
$5000

 California foster youth can use Chafee funds at colleges 
outside of California.

 Out-of-state foster youth who attend college in California 
are also eligible. 
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Basic Eligibility (continued)

 Foster youth are not required to:
 Have a Social Security Number (SSN).

 Meet Selective Service requirements.

 Be clear of loan default or grant over-award.

 Meet Ability to Benefit (ATB) requirements. 
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Foster Youth without an SSN

 Student completes the paper Chafee application.
 CSAC will assign CSAC ID.

 Student completes a paper Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
 FAFSA cannot be processed by federal processor.
 A copy is submitted to the school and the Commission.

 School must collect paper FAFSA.
 Performs hand calculation of EFC.
 School will use EFC to calculate student’s unmet need.
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Application Components

1. Student completes the Chafee Grant Program 
Application.

 https://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov

2. Student files a FAFSA.

3. CDSS confirms court dependent foster youth 
eligibility.

4. School reports Chafee Financial Need Analysis.
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Chafee Website

 Chafee Application- online and paper

 Need Analysis Report (NAR) Form

 Foster Care Eligibility Form

 Update and Change Form

 Chafee Fact Sheet

 More Ways to pay 

 Links to 
 FAFSA

 WebGrants4Students
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https://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov

Apply online here

Additional form: paper Need Analysis 
Report found above Chafee app link
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Chafee Application Submitted

 Interactive Voice Response (IVR)

 WebGrants (school access)

 WebGrants for Students (student access)

https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov
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Getting Started- Accessing Chafee

 The Commission’s WebGrants homepage at  
https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov/common/logon.aspx
allows authorized users access to update Chafee 
records.
 Institutions complete and update System administrator’s (SA) 

authorization forms.

 SA’s can update their access to new Chafee Screens.

 SA’s can assign and update “User Accounts” for additional 
staff.
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Getting Started-WebGrants

 https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov/common/logon.aspx
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Getting Started-Access to Chafee Screens

Update access to new Chafee ScreensClick to access Chafee Screens
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Getting Started-Chafee Grant Menu

Access Chafee Screens
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Application Status Screen

 Status of application components:
 Dates received
 Green check mark – complete
 Red blank box – incomplete

 Award amount and date
 Payment details:
 Warrant Number
 Issued date
 Term
 Payment amount
 Process date

18



Application Status Screen
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Financial Need Analysis 

 Financial Needs Analysis Report (NAR) available:
 WebGrants – Chafee Financial Need Screen

 Non WebGrants schools - use paper NAR 

 School reports on NAR:
 Eligible payment terms 

 Total Cost of Attendance

 Expected awards

 Unmet need

 Expected graduation date

 School contact information
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Reporting Financial Need

 School can submit NAR for their students only.
 Contact the Commission for school changes.

 Ineligibility reasons should also be reported.

 The NAR is academic year (AY) specific
 Fall is  the header and summer is the trailer.

 Crossover students will need multiple NARs, one for each AY.

 Schools can disburse checks retroactively for terms 
of eligibility, if term payment delayed.
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Financial Need Analysis Screen
22



23



Chafee Status Roster by School
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Status Roster by School Report
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Chafee Need Analysis Roster by School
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CHAFEE, STUDENT 888888888



Chafee Awards

 Subject to authorization - state and federal budget.

 Awards offered based on a Priority Selection Criteria. 

 Initial awards are offered in the early Fall term.

 Awards are obligated for full AY.
 Payments are prorated based on the number of reported terms.

 Additional awards are offered year round based on 
available funding.
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Priority Selection Criteria

 Selection criteria for new Chafee Grant awards are 
awarded as follows:
 Priority 1: Renewal students who have received a payment in a 

prior year.

 Priority 2: New students who are aging out of the program. 

 Priority 3: New students with dependents. 

 Priority 4: New students who had an unmet need of $5,000 or 
higher. 

 All priorities are ranked in order of application submission 
date. 
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Disbursement Information

 School certifies student eligibility:
 Enrollment status

 Satisfactory Academic Progress

 Financial eligibility

 Schools required to return checks due to ineligibility 
within 10 business days.

 Funds are placed in reserve for 21 days for students to 
report school changes.

 Unreserved funds are used to award additional students.

 Return checks cancels original award, no future term 
payment without new NAR.
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Check Delivery Process

 Payments are requested through the California State 
Controller’s Office (SCO) and disbursed by 
institutions.

 From 2004 through 2011, Chafee checks were 
processed manually. 

 New electronic claim schedule process. 
 Electronic reports generated through WebGrants.

 Checks mailed to institutions directly by SCO .

 All checks will be made “in care of “ (c/o) the school. 
 Timeline (1-2 weeks)
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STUDENT FIRST & LAST NAME
C/O SCHOOL NAME

ADDRESS1
ADDRESS2
CITY, STATE  ZIP CODE

990000099
00999900

990000099
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Chafee Warrant - Payee

 Chafee Warrant  Number = “check number”

CSAC ID # Warrant #

All checks will be made 
“in care of” (c/o) the school  
and  to the schools address
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Chafee Warrant- Remittance
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Online Payment Roster

Effective during the 2011-2012 academic year.

 On WebGrants institutions can directly enter:
 Disbursement date

 Return amount

 Return date

 Return reason

 Institutions can access claim and payment screens 
for their students only.
 Report updates to Commission staff for students who have 

transferred to a different school.

 Establish check handling and updating process.
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Chafee Payment Screens and Reports

Tabs still available

Select new screens and 
reports on dropdown 
menu
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Chafee Warrants

 When the Chafee check is received, the school can 
report disbursement and return information on the 
Chafee Payment Roster.
 To disburse the school must check enrollment status,  

satisfactory academic progress and financial need.

 When returning a check schools must update reason codes.

 Schools can look up a list of students by looking up 
the claim schedule assigned to a warrant. 
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Payment Screen

 Chafee Payment Screen linked to multiple screens –
“All roads lead to payment screen.”

 Institutions update:
 Disbursement date
 School return amount
 School return date
 Return code

Click Return code 
header for list of 
return reason codes

Click will populate 
today’s date Original return amount 

will populate

Don’t forget to hit Submit!
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Claim Schedule

 A claim schedule may contain one or more students 
issued warrants.
 Claim schedules and warrant numbers are assigned by SCO.

 They are Academic year and term specific.

 Claim Schedule information will contain a list of students 
picked up for payment. 
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All Claim Schedule

 Select an Academic Year then Click “Go” button 
 A summary of all claims for a given AY appears.
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All Claim Schedule -Detail Screen

 Enter a specific Claim Schedule Number.
 Claim payment detail appears (no need to select AY).
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All Claim Schedules by Date Range

 Select Academic Year. 

 Select Start and End Dates to narrow down Claim 
Schedules.
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Web Screen Dates

 View Payment Roster Screen open and closed dates 
for each academic year.
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Check Issued but Not Paid -Summary 

 Displays students who were not reported as 
disbursed by the schools for a given academic year.

 Multiple claim schedules and warrants displayed. 
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Check Issued but Not Paid -Detail
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Returned Payments - Summary

 Displays students who were reported as check 
returned by the schools and received by CSAC for a 
given academic year.

 Reconciliation tool search by Date Range or AY.
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Returned Payments -Detail

 ff
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Fun Screen Features

 Most Screens columns can be sorted in ascending  or  
descending order.

 Submit  button – Saves transactions made on record.

 Exit button - Returns to previous screen, no data is 
saved.

 Reset button –Data is restored, no changes saved.
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Fun Screen Features

 Page size – Page size will display a default of 25 
records per page. You can select the number of 
records you would prefer per page and click go.

 Page # and Page of – When records exceed page size 
additional pages can be accessed by entering page # 
and clicking go.
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Fun Screen Features

 Export to Excel – File will open in a new window and 
can be downloaded into Excel Format. Schools can 
download a more flexible report.
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Chafee Notifications

 Letters
 Preliminary Award Letters

 Renewal Letters

 Missing Information Letters

 Age-out Letters

 Email Notification
 Ineligibility status

 Return check status
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Chafee Renewal

 Paid Chafee students can be renewed through their 
23rd birthday.

 To renew:
 Complete a FAFSA 

 Chafee Update and Change Form

 Colleges submit NAR
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2011-12 Chafee Update
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 Recycling 2011-12 funds from return money from 
ineligible students.

 Awards to “Paid Renewals” and some aging-out 
“New”/“Non-Paid Renewals”

 2011-12 summer payments schedule to reach school 
by the end of May



2012-13 Chafee Update
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 Accepting 2012-13 Chafee Applications and NARs

 2012-13 federal funding - minimal reduction

 2012-13 state funding - awaiting state budget 
authorization



Chafee Updates
54

 County Point of Contacts (POC) clearing pended 
foster care eligibility 

 Online Application confirmation messaging

 WebGrants for Students - Chafee school changes

 Term caps based on enrollment reported on the NAR

 Chafee Webinar training 
 Wednesday, August 8, 2012 – 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m



Closing

 Training resource
 csac.ca.gov
 chafee.csac.ca.gov
 https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov
 https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov/common/logon.aspx

 Chafee School Support 
 Phone 1-888-294-0153
 Fax line 1-916-464-8240
 chafee@csac.ca.gov

 Q & A
 Feedback
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