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SUBJECT: California Dream Act Processing Update

This California Student Aid Commission (Commission) Operations Memo
provides California Dream Act program statistics and information related to the
processing of California Dream Act applications. This memo provides information
and clarification for Dream Act students who completed the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and now need to submit the correct California
Dream Act Application (CA Dream Application).

2013-14 California Dream Act Statistics

Below are details on the number of 2013-14 CA Dream Applications submitted
and Cal Grant awards offered to the CA Dream Act applicants.

CA Dream Applications Submitted: 29,200
= On-time (met March 2 deadline) 20,534
= Late Applications (for Cal Grant) 8,666
Cal Grants Offered to Dream Applicants: 7,465
» High School Entitlement Offers 6,014
= Transfer Entitlement Offers 1,275
= Cal Grant C Offers 176

California Dream Act Application Verification

The CA Dream Act application processes are similar to the federal processes for
FAFSAs, including applications selected for verification. Just as the federal
processor requires institutions to verify selected applicants, the Commission will
require verification of selected CA Dream Act applicants. Campuses will verify
the same data elements as required in the V1 verification requirements used for
students submitting the FAFSA. Questions regarding CA Dream Application
verification can be addressed to the Commission’s School Support Services staff
at (888) 294-0153 or via e-mail at schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov.
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California Dream Act Application Processing

Students applying for student financial aid in California have the choice of the using the federal
FAFSA or the CA Dream Act Application. During the release of the CA Dream Act application for
state financial aid, the federal process began for the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).
As the state processor for the CA Dream Act application, we identified many students approved for
DACA who completed the FAFSA and not the CA Dream Act application for the 2013-14 academic
year. Some DACA students who filed the FAFSA instead of the CA Dream Act application may not
have been considered for a Cal Grant based on their response to the FAFSA citizenship question.
Based on our Dream Act Committee meetings with segmental representatives and campus financial
aid administrators, we have identified below, some situations where a student incorrectly filed the
FAFSA.

Situation 1

Undocumented students who have successfully completed the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) process and obtained a Social Security number (SSN) have filed the FAFSA
instead of the CA Dream Application using that SSN. These students must file the CA Dream Act
Application and you must notify us that a late CA Dream Application will be submitted to be
considered for a 2013-14 Cal Grant.

Corrective Actions

This situation involves the student completing a FAFSA incorrectly indicating they are a U.S. citizen
or eligible non-citizen. When their valid SSN is entered on the FAFSA the processor calculates an
EFC and posts an ISIR for campuses and the Commission. Since these students are not citizens
or eligible non-citizens, these records are flagged on the federal ISIR as requiring confirmation of
the student’s citizenship status. However, since an EFC has been produced, the student may
appear as Pell Grant or Cal Grant eligible.

Upon discussion with campuses and segmental representatives, it has been agreed that the CA
Dream Application should be submitted. If the CA Dream Act Application is submitted after the
March 2 deadline, yet a FAFSA was submitted by the deadline, please contact us so that these
applications can be treated as on-time applications. Those students whose applications met the
deadline and who meet the Cal Grant requirements will be considered for a Cal Grant award for the
2013-14 academic year.

If your school has identified any students in this situation who need to be switched over to a Dream
Act Application, please follow these instructions.

1. Notify, counsel and encourage impacted students to file the CA Dream Act Application.

2. Contact our School Support Services branch at (888) 294-0153 that you have FAFSA filers
who should be switched to a CA Dream Act Application.

3. Upload the list of students using the Secure File Transfer capability in WebGrants. The file
can be a MS Word or Excel document containing the student’s name, FAFSA SSN and
Dream Act ID (if available). The Secure File Transfer feature is in the Data Transfer link in
WebGrants followed by clicking on “file upload.”

4. School Support staff will contact you when the application has converted to a CA Dream Act
Application.

5. Check to make sure that students have been correctly switched in WebGrants.
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There might be some students who were offered a Cal Grant using the FAFSA application. Once
the applications are switched, the student will be reprocessed under the CA Dream Act Application,
while retaining the priority filing deadline from the earlier FAFSA application. If the student
maintains Cal Grant eligibility, they will reappear on your roster under the Dream Act ID with a new
CSAC ID and Grant ID number. Schools will also receive a new Cal ISIR with the updated
information.

Situation 2

An AB 540 eligible U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen submitted the CA Dream Act Application.
These AB 540 students will have a “Y” in the Dream Act field on the Cal Grants payment roster but
they are not Dream Act students.

Corrective Actions

The student must submit the FAFSA. As a citizen or eligible non-citizen, the student may be
eligible for federal financial aid. Persons submitting on-time CA Dream Act Applications will receive
consideration only for state-funded institutional aid and Entitlement Cal Grants A and B and Cal
Grant C. Competitive Cal Grants cannot be offered through AB 131. If persons with on-time Dream
Act Applications submit the FAFSA after the March 2 or September 2 Cal Grant deadlines, the
student should contact the Commission to explain. The Commission will accept the FAFSA as on-
time if an on-time CA Dream Application was submitted.

The following table describes eligibility scenarios and assumes all other Cal Grant selection criteria
would be met.

Criteria Consideration For:
Social US Citizen
Security | or Eligible California Cal Grant Cal Grant
FAFSA Filers Number | Non-Citizen Resident AB 540 | Entitlement | Competitive
Scenario 1 X X X X X
Scenario 2 X X X X
Scenario 3 X X X

Dream App Filers

Scenario 1 X

Scenario 2

Situation 3
An AB 540 ineligible “Visa Holder” has filed the Dream Act Application or FAFSA.

Corrective Actions

The campus must determine the student’s AB 540 eligibility. Under the AB 540 provisions, students
holding non-resident visas are specifically excluded from participation. The CA Dream Application
should not be submitted by students who hold United States visas except as noted below. Also,
federal financial aid is not available except as noted below.
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The following students cannot receive federal financial aid through the FAFSA or state financial aid
through the CA Dream Act Application. Visa holders should contact their campus financial aid
office for assistance. These include non-immigrants granted one of the following visas: A, B, C, D,
E.F,G,HLJKLMN,O,P QR,S, TN, TD, V, TROV, and NATO.

Federal law specifically allows persons holding a T Visa to apply for federal financial aid using the
FAFSA. California State law allows persons holding a U-Visa to be considered for the same state
assistance as applicants applying under the California Dream Act. To be considered, U-Visa
holders must file the CA Dream Application.

Students with an 1-94 stamped “Temporary Protected Status” might be considered as residents
based on institutional policy. As residents, they will be charged the resident rate tuition and fees at
public colleges and universities. However, these students would be instructed on the FAFSA to
indicate “not a citizen or eligible non-citizen” and, as a result, would not be eligible for federal aid. If
they do not meet the provisions of AB 540, they cannot file the CA Dream Application and
participate in the Cal Grant program.

Situation 4

Some non-California residents submitted the FAFSA and were offered Competitive Cal Grants.

Corrective Actions

Persons completing the FAFSA indicating California residence will receive Cal Grant award
consideration. This happens when the FAFSA is incorrectly completed. Confirmation of California
residency is a campus responsibility. A non-California resident meeting the provisions of AB 540
would be exempt from paying non-resident tuition and fees at public colleges and universities.
However, these students could not be offered Competitive Cal Grants, only Entitlement Cal Grants.
Students completing the CA Dream Application would not receive Competitive Cal Grant A and B
consideration.

Schools can report ineligibility for new Cal Grant students, including Competitive students, using the
Grant Record Change Process in WebGrants.

Selective Service Registration

Unlike the FAFSA, the CA Dream Act Application does not verify Selective Service Registration. As
a requirement for the Cal Grant Program, male applicants between the ages of 18 through 25 must
register with the Selective Service. Dream Act applicants cannot register online but can by malil
using the convenient form on the Commission’s website. Students will receive a postcard with the
Selective Service Registration confirmation number by mail and are advised to retain two copies.
One of the copies will serve as proof of registration for the college financial aid office as institutions
are responsible for verifying Selective Service for these students prior to disbursement of their Cal
Grant award.

Cal Grant Payments to CA Dream Act Students

The academic year has begun and many campuses have started disbursing 2013-14 Cal Grant
payments to eligible students. This is the first academic year that CA Dream Act students who
gualified for a Cal Grant will receive Cal Grant payments. We are aware that many campuses had
to implement a separate disbursement process to pay Dream Act students. We encourage you to
make students aware of the process for disbursement of their Cal Grant funds.
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We will be monitoring the Cal Grant rosters to ensure that all eligible students are being paid and
contacting institutions that may need assistance in disbursing their Cal Grant payments. If you are
unable to establish a separate disbursement process for these students, we can issue checks
directly to your campus. Please contact us if you need any assistance in processing payments for
students as we may be able to help.

California Dream Act Processes Training
Commission staff will be holding webinars on using WebGrants to process and update CA Dream
Act Cal Grant recipients. Please look for these webinars in the coming weeks.

If you have any questions regarding the information in this memo, please contact the Commission’s
School Support Services staff at (888) 294-0153 or via e-mail at schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov.

Working together to effectively promote education beyond high school!
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