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A MESSAGE FROM 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
DIANA FUENTESMICHEL 
 
Welcome back!  I hope you were 
able to enjoy some quality time with 
family and friends  during these past 
few months…and are rested and 
ready for  a busy 2011-2012! 
 
It has been an active summer 

season at the Commission. Staff has been preparing resource 
materials, upgrading many of our technical programs and 
conducting meetings  at the Capitol with members of the 
administration and legislative staff. As a result, we are ready to 
begin another academic year and look forward to continuing to 
provide you timely information and valuable tools. 

The California Dream Act, AB 130, granted private financial aid to 
California's public colleges and was signed into law in July. This 
bill allows eligible AB 540 students to apply for and receive private 
scholarships at California public colleges and universities. The 
second part of this historic legislation, AB 131, is awaiting 
signature by Governor Jerry Brown. The bill, when enacted, would 
allow eligible AB 540 students to apply for and receive state 
financial aid, such as Cal Grants, at California public colleges and 
universities.  

The first item in the Commission’s signature Fund Your Future 
series is now available. We are appreciative of the collaborative 
efforts of our partner, ECMC, and input from our valuable external 
partners and counselors. This effort resulted in the opportunity to 
be able to deliver the updated brochure to our constituents, 
students and parents in August – a record delivery date!   

Take a look at the Commission’s new Facebook page! The 
utilization of this global networking tool offers an important 
addition to our ongoing outreach efforts to keep California 
students and administrators apprised of news related to Cal Grant 
programs and other types of financial aid.   
 
The future prosperity of our state depends on the educational 
future of our students. As always, we are here to help you guide 
your students along their path to success.  Have a great year!  
 
Diana FuentesMichel 
1975-1979 Cal Grant B Recipient 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The complimentary Fund Your Future (FYF) brochure is a quick 
reference guide to financial aid information, and was developed to 
supplement the more comprehensive FYF workbook.  
 
In this brochure you will find: 
 
 Basic financial aid information 
 Guidelines on how to apply for Cal Grants and other forms 
        of financial aid 
 A practical timeline and checklist 
 Website addresses to access colleges, scholarships and 

additional resources 
 Ways to reduce college costs 
 Federal student loan information 

 
 
  
 
Order the 2012-13 brochure for your financial aid nights and 
placement in college or career centers. In addition, the e-file can 
be uploaded to your website and easily downloaded.   
 
Place on line orders at: 
https://www.edfund.org/pubs_order/publications.cfm.   
 
Or, order through fax or mail using the Publications Order Form.   
 

 
 
 
The target publication date for the 2012 -13 Fund Your Future 
Workbook is late September. Spanish language versions of the 
brochure and workbook will be available in October. We will 
advise you via Special Alerts and website postings when these 
items are finalized. 

 
 

201213 
FUND YOUR FUTURE 

BROCHURE  
Is 

Now Available! 

 Ordering: 

More to Come! 

http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/fyf_brochure.pdf�
http://www.facebook.com/CSAC.StudentAidCommission
https://www.edfund.org/pubs_order/publications.cfm


 

On Saturday, October 1, 2011  
California State University, San 
Bernardino, in collaboration with 
Telemundo, will host the Latino 
Education and Advocacy Days 
(LEAD) College and Career Fair, or 
"Feria Educativa" 

The concept for the free fair is to encourage Latino families to 
make college a priority. "We want the Feria to be a place where 
families and their children will not only learn about college, but 
also inspire them to make college a viable option - something to 
aspire to," stated Dr. Enrique Murillo, the Executive Director of the 
conference and a California Student Aid Commissioner.  

The Feria will also be the site of the Inland Empire Cash for 
College campaign. Workshops and personal assistance will be 
offered to encourage students with financial need to apply for 
scholarship funds. For more information, visit the LEAD website or 
contact CSUSB’s Office of Public Affairs at (909) 537.5007.

 

 
 
On behalf of the California Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Tom Torlakson, and the California Department of Education, we 
would like to encourage you to share the information below 
regarding a scholarship opportunity for junior and senior high 
school students to compete to participate in the 2012 United 
States Senate Youth Program (USSYP). 
 
The 2012 USSYP provides an invaluable experience for student 
delegates to participate in an intensive study of the federal 
government as guests of the United States Senate from March 3–
10, 2012 in Washington, D.C. Four finalists, consisting of two 
delegates, and a first and second alternate, will be selected from 
the statewide applicants to be California’s USSYP 
representatives. The William Randolph Hearst Foundation will pay 
all expenses for the delegates, including transportation, hotel, and 
meals. In addition, each of the delegates will receive a $5,000 
college scholarship from the Foundation.  
 
Students must be nominated by their high school principal and 
must be a junior or senior currently serving in an elected or 
selected capacity in a student government, civic, or educational 
organization. Additionally, nominated students must be a 
permanent resident of the United States and currently enrolled in 
a California public or private secondary school. The deadline to 
submit applications is September 30, 2011. For additional 
information, please visit the CDE USSYP Web page 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/us/ or contact Erin Dimmitt, Office of 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction at 916.319.0173. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
The 2012 Cash for College Workshop Registration will launch in 
late September. We will notify existing organizers to log in and 
register workshops for the 2012 season. If you would like to 
register for workshops and your school or organization has not 
previously offered Cash for College workshops, we invite you to 
visit www.calgrants.org for more information! 

 

 
 
FUND YOUR FUTURE (FYF) 

 
         I.1, 2012-13 FYF Brochure  
 
I.1.1, 2012-13 FYF Brochure/Spanish  (Available October, 2011) 
 
I.2, 2012-13 FYF Workbook  (Available late September, 2011) 
 
I.3, 2012-13 FYF Workbook/Spanish (Available late October, 2011) 
 
FOSTER YOUTH INFORMATION 
G-133, Chafee Foster Youth Fact Sheet 
 
PLAN AHEAD! 
G-500, Jr. / Sr. Checklist 
 

 

 
 

USED’s website provides a variety of customizable tools to assist 
with your efforts. Click through to this link for a complete list.  

Among the highlights are a PowerPoint presentation and a guide 
to help you design and present your own financial aid workshop. 
The Power Point, titled Finding Money for College, includes 
accompanying talking points and identifies areas that would be 
appropriate to include student and school specific information.  
And, it is also available in Spanish!  

The how-to guide, Planning a Financial Aid Awareness Program, 
provides a list of things to consider as you plan your workshop. 
Also included is a video with tips on hosting a financial aid night.  
  
 

PLANNING FINANCIAL AID 
AWARENESS EVENTS 

 
Below you will find information and resources available to 

help you plan your financial aid events from 
Cash for College, the California Student Aid Commission  

and the United States Education Department. 
 

FREE RESOURCE MATERIALS FROM CSAC! 

http://www.ed.gov/�
http://lead.csusb.edu/CollegeCareerFair.htm
http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/us/
mailto:%20edimmitt@cde.ca.gov.
http://www.calgrants.org/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/fyf_brochure.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/i1.1_Sp_CAbrochure.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/i2_CAworkbook_interactive.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/i3_spCAworkbook.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/chafee_factsheet.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/G-500_PreCollege_checklist012208.pdf
http://www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov/clcf/PlanningAFinancialAidNight.html
http://www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov/clcf/attachments/findingmoney4college1112.ppt
http://www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov/clcf/attachments/planningfinaidnite.doc
http://www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/FSAAudioVideo.jsp#03


 

   
 
WebGrants is the Commission’s on-line access to the Cal Grant  
Delivery System.  We strongly encourage high schools to 
establish a Web Grants account to keep their school contact 
information up-to-date.  In addition, Web Grants has several 
reports which can assist school staff in keeping track of their 
students as they apply for the Cal Grant program. 
 
The first three reports are found on the WebGrants “Report 
Download” screen, which is on the Data Transfer menu: 
 
GPA Summary Report - Summary of all GPAs received as 
certified by your school as of the date of the report.  This report is 
populated as the GPA submission season progresses. 
 
FAFSA (No GPA) - This report lists those students for whom we 
received an on-time FAFSA but we were not able to match it to a 
GPA certified by your school.  Some students who graduated in 
prior years will be on this report. This report is populated as the 
FAFSA submission season progresses.  
 
School of Origin Report - Cal Grant awarded students whose 
GPA was certified by your school.  This report is populated when 
the Commission starts make Cal Grant award offers.  We will add 
to it through the spring and into summer. 
 
Another WebGrants feature that high schools can use to assist 
students is the High School Graduation Verification Report, 
found on the GPA menu.  This screen allows the school to confirm 
a student has graduated high school.  Graduation is required for 
Entitlement Cal Grant program participation.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to see that their graduation is confirmed.  However, 
high schools can assist their students on this WebGrants screen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        

 
 
In October and November, the California Student Aid Commission 
will again be partnering with the California Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators (CASFAA) and new partner ECMC to 
conduct the annual high school counselor workshops at nineteen 
sites around California.   
 
These in-person workshops are designed to answer questions on 
federal and state financial aid for high school counselors and 
persons serving high school seniors transitioning to college for the 
2012-13 school year. 
 
Registration for these events will be finalized and available within 
two weeks.  Look for further notices on these workshops on our 
website and in Special Alerts.  
 

 
MEET THE STAFF! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured left to right:  
 
Justin Watkins: (916) 464.6425   
or at jwatkins@csac.ca.gov 
 
Tabitha Frost:  (916) 464.2113  
or at tfrost@csac.ca.gov 
 
Janice Wright:  (916) 464.6420  
or at jwright@csac.ca.gov 
 
www.csac.ca.gov 
www.webgrants4students.org 
www.calgrants.org 
 
Or, call toll-free at (888) 294.0153 

HIGH SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR 
WORKSHOPS

… 
Watch for more 
information! 

  
   WebGrants 
   4 Students 
 

 
Schools interested in gaining  

WebGrants access 
 to view these reports and to perform  

GPA submission should call the 
CSAC Technology Help Desk at  

(888) 294.0148 

 

http://www.csac.ca.gov/
mailto:jwatkins@csac.ca.gov
mailto:tfrost@csac.ca.gov
mailto:jwright@csac.ca.go
http://www.csac.ca.gov/
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/logon.asp
http://www.calgrants.org/

