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69433.5.  (a) Only a resident of California, as determined by the 
commission pursuant to Part 41 (commencing with Section 68000), is 
eligible for an initial Cal Grant award.  The recipient shall remain 
eligible for award renewal only if he or she is a California 
resident, in attendance, and making satisfactory academic progress at 
a qualifying institution, as determined by the commission. 
 
 
68000.  It is the intent of the Legislature that the public 
institutions of higher education shall apply uniform rules, as set 
forth in this chapter and not otherwise, in determining whether a 
student shall be classified as resident or a nonresident. 
 
 
68011.  "Institution" means the University of California, the 
California State University, or a college of the California Community 
Colleges. 
 
 
68012.  (a) "District" means a community college district 
maintaining one or more community colleges. 
   (b) "District governing board" means the governing board of a 
district maintaining one or more community colleges. 
   (c) "Governing board" means the Regents of the University of 
California, the Trustees of the California State University, the 
Board of Governors of the California Maritime Academy, or the Board 
of Governors of the California Community Colleges. 
 
 
68014.  "Parent" means the parent with whom the minor resides; or, 
if both parents are deceased, his or her legal guardian. 
 
 
68015.  "Student" means a person enrolled in or applying for 
admission to an institution. 
 
 
68016.  "Continuous attendance," as it refers to attendance at an 
institution, means a student claiming continuous attendance who has 
been enrolled full time, as determined by the governing board or 
district governing board, as appropriate, for a normal academic year 
at the institution since the beginning of the period for which 



continuous attendance is claimed.  Nothing in this section shall 
require a student to attend summer sessions or other terms beyond the 
normal academic year in order to render his or her attendance 
"continuous." 
 
 
68017.  A "resident" is a student who has residence, pursuant to 
Article 5 (commencing with Section 68060) of this chapter in the 
state for more than one year immediately preceding the residence 
determination date. 
 
 
68018.  A "nonresident" is a student who does not have residence in 
the state for more than one year immediately preceding the residence 
determination date. 
 
 
68022.  "Resident classification" means classification as a 
resident, pursuant to Section 68017, at the University of California, 
the California State University, the California Maritime Academy, or 
a California community college. 
 
 
68023.  "Residence determination date" is a date or day established 
by the governing boards or district governing boards, as appropriate, 
for each semester, quarter, or term to determine a student's 
residence. 
 
 
68040.  Each student shall be classified as a resident or 
nonresident at the University of California, the California State 
University, or the California Maritime Academy or at a California 
community college. 
 
 
68041.  Each student enrolled or applying for admission to an 
institution shall provide the information and evidence of residence 
as deemed necessary by the governing board or district governing 
board, as appropriate, to determine his or her classification.  An 
oath or affirmation may be required in connection with taking 
testimony necessary to ascertain a student's classification.  The 
determination of a student's classification shall be made in 
accordance with this part and the residence determination date for 
the semester, quarter, or term for which the student proposes to 
attend an institution. 
 



 
 
68042.  The governing board or district governing board may appoint 
persons to administer oaths or affirmations in connection with taking 
testimony necessary to ascertain a student's classification. 
 
 
68043.  A student classified as a nonresident shall not obtain 
resident classification as a result of maintaining continuous 
attendance at an institution without meeting the other requirements 
of this part for obtaining such classification. 
 
 
68044.  The governing boards shall adopt rules and regulations for 
determining a student's classification and for establishing 
procedures for review and appeal of that classification.  The adopted 
rules and regulations shall include provisions requiring that the 
financial independence of a student classified as a nonresident 
seeking reclassification as a resident shall be included among the 
factors to be considered in the determination of residency. 
   The adopted rules and regulations shall, beginning the 1983-84 
school year, exempt nonresident students who have been appointed to 
serve as graduate student teaching assistants, graduate student 
research assistants, or graduate student teaching associates on any 
campus of the University of California or the California State 
University, and who have been employed on a 0.49 or more time basis, 
from the requirement of demonstrating his or her financial 
independence under this section for purposes of reclassification as a 
resident. 
   A student shall be considered financially independent for purposes 
of this section if the applicant meets all of the following 
requirements:  (a) has not and will not be claimed as an exemption 
for state and federal tax purposes by his or her parent in the 
calendar year the reclassification application is made and in any of 
the three calendar years prior to the reclassification application, 
(b) has not and will not receive more than seven hundred fifty 
dollars ($750) per year in financial assistance from his or her 
parent in the calendar year the reclassification application is made 
and in any of the three calendar years prior to the reclassification 
application, and (c) has not lived and will not live for more than 
six weeks in the home of his or her parent during the calendar year 
the reclassification application is made and in any of the three 
calendar years prior to the reclassification application. 
   Other factors which may be considered in determining California 
residency shall be defined by the governing boards.  In addition, the 
adopted rules and regulations shall include, but are not limited to, 



the evidence necessary to determine residence, procedures for 
obtaining residence information and procedures for administering 
oaths in connection with taking of testimony relative to residence. 
A district governing board may adopt rules and regulations which are 
not inconsistent with those adopted by the Board of Governors of the 
California Community Colleges. 
 
 
68060.  Every person has, in law, a residence. 
 
 
68061.  Every person who is married or 18 years of age, or older, 
and under no legal disability to do so, may establish residence. 
 
 
68062.  In determining the place of residence the following rules 
are to be observed: 
   (a) There can only be one residence. 
   (b) A residence is the place where one remains when not called 
elsewhere for labor or other special or temporary purpose, and to 
which he or she returns in seasons of repose. 
   (c) A residence cannot be lost until another is gained. 
   (d) The residence can be changed only by the union of act and 
intent. 
   (e) A man or woman may establish his or her residence.  A woman's 
residence shall not be derivative from that of her husband. 
   (f) The residence of the parent with whom an unmarried minor child 
maintains his or her place of abode is the residence of the 
unmarried minor child.  When the minor lives with neither parent his 
or her residence is that of the parent with whom he or she maintained 
his or her last place of abode, provided the minor may establish his 
or her residence when both parents are deceased and a legal guardian 
has not been appointed. 
   (g) The residence of an unmarried minor who has a parent living 
cannot be changed by his or her own act, by the appointment of a 
legal guardian, or by relinquishment of a parent's right of control. 
 
   (h) An alien, including an unmarried minor alien, may establish 
his or her residence, unless precluded by the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101, et seq.) from establishing domicile 
in the  United States. 
   (i) The residence of an unmarried minor alien shall be derived 
from his or her parents pursuant to the provisions of subdivisions 
(f) and (g). 
 
 



68070.  A student who remains in this state after his or her parent, 
who was theretofore domiciled in California for at least one year 
immediately prior to leaving and has, during the student's minority 
and within one year immediately prior to the residency determination 
date, established residence elsewhere, shall be entitled to resident 
classification until he or she has attained the age of majority and 
has resided in the state the minimum time necessary to become a 
resident, so long as, once enrolled, he or she maintains continuous 
attendance at an institution. 
 
 
68071.  A student who has been entirely self-supporting and actually 
present in California for more than one year immediately preceding 
the residence determination date, with the intention of acquiring a 
residence therein, shall be entitled to resident classification until 
he or she has resided in the state the minimum time necessary to 
become a resident. 
 
 
68072.  A student who has not been an adult for more than one year 
immediately preceding the residence determination date for the 
semester, quarter, or term for which he or she proposes to attend an 
institution shall have his or her immediate premajority derived 
California residence, if any, added to his or her postmajority 
residence to obtain the one year of California residence required by 
Section 68017. 
 
 
68073.  A student shall be entitled to resident classification if, 
immediately prior to enrolling at an institution, he or she has lived 
with and been under the continuous direct care and control of any 
adult or adults, other than a parent, for a period of not less than 
two years, provided that the adult or adults having control have been 
domiciled in California during the year immediately prior to the 
residence determination date.  This exception shall continue until 
the student has attained the age of majority and has resided in the 
state the minimum time necessary to become a resident, so long as 
continuous attendance is maintained at an institution. 
 
 
68074.  (a) (1) An undergraduate student who is a natural or adopted 
child, stepchild, or spouse who is a dependent of a member of the 
armed forces of the United States stationed in this state on active 
duty shall be entitled to resident classification only for the 
purpose of determining the amount of tuition and fees. 
   (2) A student seeking a graduate degree who is a natural or 



adopted child, stepchild, or spouse who is a dependent of a member of 
the armed forces of the United States stationed in this state on 
active duty shall be entitled to resident classification only for the 
purpose of determining the amount of tuition and fees for no more 
than one academic year, and shall thereafter be subject to Article 5 
(commencing with Section 68060). 
   (b) If that member of the armed forces of the United States, whose 
dependent natural or adopted child, stepchild, or spouse is in 
attendance at an institution, (1) is thereafter transferred on 
military orders to a place outside this state where the member 
continues to serve in the armed forces of the United States, or (2) 
is thereafter retired as an active member of the armed forces of the 
United States, the student dependent shall not lose his or her 
resident classification until he or she has resided in the state the 
minimum time necessary to become a resident. 
 
 
68075.  (a) An undergraduate student who is a member of the armed 
forces of the United States stationed in this state on active duty, 
except a member of the armed forces assigned for educational purposes 
to a state-supported institution of higher education, is entitled to 
resident classification only for the purpose of determining the 
amount of tuition and fees. 
   (b) A student seeking a graduate degree who is a member of the 
armed forces of the United States stationed in this state on active 
duty, except a member of the armed forces assigned for educational 
purposes to a state-supported institution of higher education, shall 
be entitled to resident classification only for the purpose of 
determining the amount of tuition and fees for no more than one 
academic year, and shall thereafter be subject to Article 5 
(commencing with Section 68060). 
 
 
68075.5.  A student who was a member of the armed forces of the 
United States stationed in this state on active duty for more than 
one year immediately prior to being discharged from the armed forces 
is entitled to resident classification for the length of time he or 
she lives in this state after being discharged up to the minimum time 
necessary to become a resident. 
 
 
68076.  Notwithstanding Section 68062, a student who (a) has not 
been an adult resident of California for more than one year and (b) 
is either the dependent child of a California resident who has had 
residence in California for more than one year prior to the residence 
determination date, or has a parent who has both contributed 



court-ordered support for the student on a continuous basis and has 
been a California resident for a minimum of one year, shall be 
entitled to resident classification.  This exception shall continue 
until the student has resided in the state the minimum time necessary 
to become a resident, so long as continuous attendance is maintained 
at an institution. 
 
 
68077.  Notwithstanding Section 68062, a student who is a graduate 
of any school located in California that is operated by the United 
States Bureau of Indian Affairs, including, but not limited to, the 
Sherman Indian High School, shall be entitled to resident 
classification.  This exception shall continue so long as continuous 
attendance is maintained by the student at an institution. 
 
 
68078.  (a) A student holding a valid credential authorizing service 
in the public schools of this state who is employed by a school 
district in a full-time position requiring certification 
qualifications for the college year in which the student enrolls in 
an institution  is entitled to resident classification if  that 
student meets any of the following requirements: 
   (1) He or she holds a provisional credential and is enrolled at 
an institution in courses necessary to obtain another type of 
credential authorizing service in the public schools. 
   (2) He or she holds a credential issued pursuant to Section 44250 
and is enrolled at an institution in courses necessary to fulfill 
credential requirements. 
   (3) He or she is enrolled at an institution in courses necessary 
to fulfill the requirements for a fifth year of education prescribed 
by subdivision (b) of Section 44259. 
   (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a student holding 
a valid emergency permit authorizing service in the public schools of 
this state, who is employed by a school district in a full-time 
position requiring certification qualifications for the academic year 
in which the student enrolls at an institution in courses necessary 
to fulfill teacher credential requirements, is entitled to resident 
classification only for the purpose of determining the amount of 
tuition and fees for no more than one year.  Thereafter, the student 
shall be subject to Article 5 (commencing with Section 68060). 
   (c) This section shall not be construed to affect the admissions 
policies of any teacher preparation program. 
 
 
68079.  A student who is a full-time employee of an institution or 
of any state agency, or a student who is a child or spouse of a 



full-time employee of an institution or of any state agency, may be 
entitled to resident classification, as determined by the governing 
boards, until he or she has resided in the state the minimum time 
necessary to become a resident. 
   For purposes of this section, "employee of any state agency" means 
a person employed by the state on or after the effective date of 
this section, who is assigned to work outside of the state. 
 
 
68080.  A student who is a minor and resides with either his father 
or mother in a district or territory not in a district shall be 
entitled to resident classification, provided that the father or 
mother has been domiciled in California for more than one year prior 
to the residence determination date for the semester, quarter or term 
for which he proposes to attend a community college and provided 
that he meets the other requirements of this part. 
 
 
68081.  A student who is enrolled in a state government legislative, 
executive, or judicial fellowship program administered by the state 
or the California State University is entitled to resident 
classification at the California State University during the period 
of the fellowship. 
 
 
68082.  A student who is a native American is entitled to resident 
classification for attendance at a community college if the student 
is also attending a school administered by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs located within the community college district. 
   As used in this section, "native American" means an American 
Indian. 
 
 
68083.  (a) Any amateur student athlete in training at the United 
States Olympic Training Center in Chula Vista is entitled to resident 
classification for tuition purposes until he or she has resided in 
the state the minimum time necessary to become a resident. 
   (b) "Amateur student athlete," for purposes of this section, means 
any student athlete who meets the eligibility standards established 
by the national governing body for the sport in which the athlete 
competes. 
 
 
68084.  (a) A parent who is a federal civil service employee and his 
or her natural or adopted dependent children are entitled to 
resident classification at the California State University, the 



University of California, or a California community college if the 
parent has moved to this state as a result of a military mission 
realignment action that involves the relocation of at least 100 
employees.  This classification shall continue until the student is 
entitled to be classified as a resident pursuant to Section 68017, so 
long as the student continuously attends an institution of public 
higher education. 
   (b) It shall be the responsibility of the California Community 
Colleges, the California State University, and the University of 
California to certify qualifying military mission realignment actions 
under this section. 

 

 

 


