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The 2014 Budget Act provided funding for the Commission’s outreach programs, Cash for College 
and Cal-SOAP, from the federal Challenge Grant for the 2014-15 fiscal year.  However, the Cash 
for College program must seek funding from the General Fund for 2015-16 because the Challenge 
Grant ends after this fiscal year.  The General Fund originally sustained both Cash for College and 
Cal-SOAP before they were funded by the federal Challenge Grant.  In order to continue funding for 
Cash for College and Cal SOAP in 2015-16 and beyond, a Budget Change Proposal (BCP) was 
submitted to request an appropriation of General Fund dollars.   
 
The Cash for College Program has continued to see increases in the number of workshops over the 
last few years.  With the third year of the California Dream Act and the second outreach year for the 
Middle Class Scholarship Program, the number of workshops is expected to continue to increase 
and assist more students and families in the financial aid process.   
 
The Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) recommended in its “Financial Aid Overview”  that an 
evaluation of the Cash for College program would help the Legislature in determining continued 
funding for the Commission’s outreach programs.  However, no funding was authorized for the 
evaluation. 

 
The Cash for College management system has several years of data available to evaluate and 
provide information on the performance of the workshops and the number of students served 
through the Cash for College Regional Coordinating Organizations.   Commission staff is collecting, 
reviewing and assessing prior-year program reports and current-year data to provide a 
comprehensive evaluation of the program.    
 
Staff will provide an update of the study at the November Commission meeting. 
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