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DRAFT 
 

A meeting of the California Student Aid Commission’s Student Impact Committee was held on 
Thursday, February 19, 2015 at the California Student Aid Commission Boardroom located at 
11040 White Rock Road, Rancho Cordova, California. 
 
Committee Chair Devon Graves called the meeting to order at 12:17 p.m.   
 
The following Committee Members were present: 
 

Devon Graves, Chair 
Wm. Gregory Sawyer, Vice Chair 
Nancy Anton 
Jessica Foresti 
Michael Marion, Jr. 
Jose Solorio 
Hal Geiogue, Ex Officio 

 
Roll Call was taken and a quorum was recognized.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Committee Chair Graves called for public comment and, hearing none, proceeded to the next 
agenda item. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2014 
 
MOVED (Sawyer), SECONDED and CARRIED unanimously, the Committee APPROVED the 
minutes of the September 18, 2014 meeting, as presented. 
 
In Favor: Committee Members Anton, Foresti, Marion, Sawyer, Solorio and Graves 
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CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Committee Chair Graves welcomed the newest members of the Committee and thanked the 
Commission staff for providing very thorough reports.  He also announced that he was selected as 
a Student Negotiator on the Pay As You Learn Negotiated Rulemaking Committee and will be 
working with the U.S. Department of Education. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE CHARTER 
 
Committee Chair Graves presented the proposed draft Committee Charter. There was some 
discussion and it was decided that the Charter would be brought back to the Committee at its April 
meeting, with the following suggested changes: 
 

• Revise item 3 to include updates for other programs administered by the Commission, in 
addition to the Cal Grant, Dream Act/AB 540 and Middle Class Scholarship programs; 
 

• Add language indicating that the Committee will review programs as assigned by the Full 
Commission; and 

 
• Add language indicating that the Committee will receive updates on outreach and social 

media efforts by the Commission and provide feedback on the different campaigns. 
 
UPDATE ON DREAM ACT 
 
Ms. Catalina Mistler, Chief of the Program Administration & Services Division, presented the report 
on the California Dream Act, including updates on award offers and payments.  Some discussion 
followed and Mr. Tae Kang, Senior Programs Manager, commented on the reasons why students 
may not be taking their awards, including issues surrounding the Selective Service process and 
community college students whose financial aid is not enough to attend.   
 
UPDATE ON MIDDLE CLASS SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Ms. Mistler presented an update on the implementation of the first year of the Middle Class 
Scholarship (MCS) Program. Questions arose about the range of award amounts at the University 
of California and Mr. Kang commented that the amounts are on a sliding scale based on family 
income. More discussion ensued about the application process and the Commission’s outreach 
efforts. 
 
Mr. Jose Rivas, Solano County Cal-SOAP Project Director, commented on the challenge of getting 
middle class families to complete and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 
 
Concerns were raised about the Commission awarding scholarships to students whose families had 
over $1 million in assets. There was some discussion about briefing the Legislature, including the 
Senate and Assembly Budget Committees, on the status of the MCS Program, and possibly holding 
a public hearing to seek input from the segments. 
 
NEW BUSINESS BE CONSIDERED AT FUTURE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
The Committee may discuss the following items at a future meeting: 
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• Cal Grant Program Structure; and 
• Presentation on the Commission website. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting of the Student Impact Committee was adjourned at 
12:59 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
        
DEVON GRAVES 
COMMITTEE CHAIR 
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