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Background 
 
Beginning with the 2014-15 academic year, the Middle Class Scholarship (MCS) Program will 
provide financial support to University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU)  
undergraduate students who meet program requirements and whose annual household income do 
not exceed $150,000.  When fully implemented in the 2016-17 academic year, the MCS is intended 
to provide up to 40 percent of the mandatory tuition/fees charged to students not paid by other 
Federal, State, or Institutional aid. 
 
Statutory Changes 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 860, the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill, made changes to the MCS.  The redefined 
eligibility criteria resulted in additional programming requirements for the UC and CSU campuses as 
well as some minor programming changes for the Commission.  The changes resulting from the 
budget bill deferred the project timeline by approximately three weeks, and include: 
 

• The MCS award amounts will be determined based on the actual tuition charged to the 
student and not by a pro rata adjustment based on student attendance. 

• Expanded criteria for other financial aid to be considered; 
 

o Previously - Pell Grant, Cal Grant, and Institutionally administered need-based aid 
were to be considered; 

o Currently - Federal, State, and Institutionally administered grants or fee waivers will 
now be factored in to MCS awards; 
 

• Students must be pursuing their first undergraduate degree; 
 

• Students must be attending at least part time; 
 

• Beginning with the 2015-16 academic year, the filing deadline for the MCS award will be 
March 2nd (the statutory deadline for the Cal Grant Program). 

 
Award and Payment Processing 
 
During the enrollment file upload process, between August 19 and September 2, 2014, UC and 
CSU campuses uploaded enrollment files for MCS awards.  The enrollment file upload was the first 
step in the awarding process.  Once all 32 files (23 CSU and 9 UC) were received, the awarding 
process was run to determine student award eligibility.  Following the awarding process, the 
Commission will notify eligible MCS students of their scholarship on September 15, 2014. 
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Payment processing for awarded MCS students will be made following award notifications.  
Campuses will be able to access on-line rosters and make payment transactions through the roster, 
or utilizing the batch file upload process.  Campuses will have the responsibility of verifying all 
reported data prior to disbursement of funds to students at their campus. 
 
Once the initial enrollment and payment processing have been completed, campuses will be able to 
submit supplemental information on a weekly basis. 
 
Consultation 
 
The MCS Advisory Committee comprised of UC and CSU representatives meet regularly with 
Commission staff to continue the development of both the business process and system 
requirements needed to implement the MCS.  In addition to system development, the MCS 
Advisory Committee worked together to ensure that MCS communications and messaging were 
developed and shared with stakeholders for continuity of the messaging to students. 
 
As 2014-15 is the initial year for the MCS, Commission staff will continue to consult with the UC and 
CSU representatives to discuss future enhancements to the process and system requirements 
necessary to support the MCS, including any policy considerations that may arise during the first 
year of the program administration. 
 
 
Responsible Person(s):    Catalina Mistler, Chief 
  Program Administration and Services Division 
 
  Tae Kang, Senior Manager 
  Institution and Program Support Branch 
  

California Student Aid Commission 2                  September 18-19, 2014 
 


	Information/Action Item
	Update on Middle Class Scholarship


