
Student Impact Committee Meeting 1 April 25, 2013 

1 
 

Action Item 
 

Student Impact Committee 
 

Approval of minutes of August 22, 2012 and February 20, 2013 
 

 
 
 
Recommended Action:  The Committee is asked to approve  
 the minutes. 
 

 
  

Responsible Person(s):  Keri Tippins 
 General Counsel 
  
   



DRAFT         Tab 1.a 

Student Impact Committee Meeting 1 April 25, 2013 

 

CALIFORNIA STUDENT AID COMMISSION 
STUDENT IMPACT COMMITTEE TELECONFERENCE 

PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETING MINUTES 
 

August 22, 2012 
  
 
 
A teleconference public hearing and meeting of the California Student Aid Commission’s 
Student Impact Committee was held on Wednesday, August 22, 2012 at Sacramento City 
College, 3835 Freeport Boulevard, Room LRC (Learning Resource Center) 105, 1st Floor, 
Sacramento, California. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Committee Chair Johnny Garcia Vasquez called the public hearing to order at 1:03 p.m.   
 
The following Committee Members were present: 
 

Johnny Garcia Vasquez, Chair 
Brian Conley 
Michele Siqueiros  
 

Roll Call was taken and a quorum was recognized.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Committee Chair Garcia Vasquez called for public comment on items not on the agenda and, 
hearing none, proceeded to the next item. 
 
CHAIR’S STATEMENT 
 
Committee Chair Garcia Vasquez discussed the importance of Senate Bill (SB) 70, 
emphasizing that it addresses the information gap experienced by students struggling to make 
decisions about college by requiring institutions that participate in the Cal Grant program to 
provide the Commission with data on enrollment, persistence, graduation rates, job placement 
and starting salaries. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1 –  PUBLIC HEARING ON RULEMAKING FILE Z2012-0626-04 

(Information) 
 
Ms. Catalina Mistler, Chief of the Program Administration & Services Division, provided an 
overview of the Commission’s process of seeking input from stakeholders and developing draft 
regulations. 
 
Ms. Keri Tippins, General Counsel and Chief of the Legal & Audit Services Division, 
summarized the State’s regulatory process and provided a high-level overview of the 
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regulations. Ms. Tippins noted that Commission staff’s goal in creating the regulations was to 
provide further definition of the terms contained in the statutory language and to provide context 
on who is being reported in any given year.  Discussion ensued regarding the collection of job 
placement data and part-time student data. 
 
The following members of the public provided comments about the proposed SB 70 regulations: 
 

• Ms. Linda Williams, Financial Aid Director, Sierra College 
 
Ms. Williams expressed her concerns over whether the consultation process provided 
sufficient transparency and further noted that the reporting being required is duplicative 
of the data collected at the federal level 
 

• Ms. Rhonda Mohr, Specialist, Student Financial Assistance Programs, California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO) 
 
Mr. Mohr acknowledged that Commission staff did contact CCCCO staff prior to 
releasing the draft regulations. Unfortunately, staff in the Management Information 
Systems (MIS) and workforce development departments did not have a full grasp of 
what data the CCCCO has and the complexities in responding to the SB 70 regulations. 
She also indicated that with the fiscal constraints facing the community colleges, that 
this might not be the best time to collect this data.  The CCCCO estimated the cost for 
the community colleges to supply enrollment, persistence, and graduation data for the 
first year of reporting at approximately $240,000 and a lower per year cost going 
forward. She indicated that the cost of reporting placement, wage and salary information 
at approximately $28 million in the first year and $16 million thereafter because the 
community colleges lack the infrastructure to track graduates.   
 

• Mr. Craig Yamamoto, Vice President of State Issues, California Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators (CASFAA) 
 
Mr. Yamamoto noted that staff did reach out and check in with the community, but that 
he believed the process was flawed.  He commented that the webinars were “one-way” 
and that he had concerns that schools would have collecting job placement data.  He 
indicated that some institution might consider withdrawing from the Cal Grant Program 
rather because they would be unable to comply with the SB 70 reporting.   

 
• Ms. Rhonda Johnson, Executive Director of Financial Aid, California State University, 

East Bay 
 

Ms. Johnson discussed her experience reviewing Classification of Instructional Program 
(CIP) Codes and believes that the codes are not necessarily representative of a 
student's major. She expressed particular concern with respect to the reporting relating 
to teacher credential programs and confusion that might arise if the data presented by 
the Commission was in conflict with the data published by the Department of Education. 
She also asked the Commission to consider the administrative burden of the data 
reporting requirements. 

 
• Ms. Margie Carrington, President-Elect, California Community Colleges Student 

Financial Aid Administrators Association (CCCSFAAA) 



DRAFT         Tab 1.a 

Student Impact Committee Meeting 3 April 25, 2013 

 
Ms. Carrington commented that the SB 70 regulations as drafted would not meet the 
goal of providing useful information to students and parents that would allow them to 
make informed choices about schools.  She expressed concern over the use of CIP 
Codes in reporting, and noted that institutions do use Standard Occupation 
Classification (SOC) codes for reporting gainful employment data and that survey data 
is unreliable.  
 
Ms. Carrington further commented that she believed that regulations were rushed and 
that the recommendations from the field were not fully considered.  She indicated that 
the economic and fiscal impact statement of the Commission fails to recognize the cost 
of complying with the reporting requirements on the placement rate, salary and wage 
information and that ultimately the end result will create a duplicate website to what its 
already published by the federal government.  
 
Ms. Carrington concluded by requesting that the Commission re-instate the Grant 
Advisory Committee and that the regulations be withdrawn.  

 
• Ms. Mary Gill, higher education consultant 
 

Ms. Gill commented that the regulations do not further the goal of providing useful 
information to students and parents and that while the Commission had indicated in its 
filing that it would create a website for this data, that such a website was not yet 
required by law.  She also felt that alternatives were not sufficiently explored, including 
the option of working with the federal government to have the Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS) cure its own data deficiencies. She noted that the 
Commission’s website will be limited in scope because it only includes Cal Grant 
participating institutions. 
 
Ms. Gill asked the Commission to withdraw the proposed regulations, convene a group 
of stakeholders to discuss the reporting requirements and to work with the federal 
government to fix the flaws in IPEDS so that there is a good national system.  She also 
asked the Commission to train the high school counselors and others on how to use 
websites like College Navigator so that students can be better served. 

 
• Mr. Dean Kulju, Financial Aid Director, California State University Chancellor’s Office 

 
Mr. Kulju commented that there is a limited use for the Commission to create a website 
since the only students using the Commission website are Cal Grant recipients, which 
are only a subset of the larger population of college students.  He expressed concerns 
over the use of the CIP Code for reporting prior to graduation.  He noted that the 
timeline in the regulations does not align with the IPEDS reporting cycle and requested 
that it be moved from December to early spring.   
 

• Mr. David Alcocer, Interim Director, Student Financial Support, University of California 
Office of the President  

 
Mr. Alcocer discussed the usefulness of the College Navigator website, noting that it is 
an exceptionally well designed and complete website that allows students to search and 
learn about programs nationwide based on a variety of criteria, including major, location, 
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type of program, degree objective, location of the campus. He further noted that College 
Navigator is under-utilized, although an excellent resource for those who use it. He 
agrees that training in the use of College Navigator would be of incredible benefit.   
 
Mr. Alcocer also expressed concern over whether potential disparities in the K though 
12 educational system could impact how persistence and graduation rates of Cal Grant 
recipients compares to other University of California students.   

 
• Mr. Tim Bonnel, Student Financial Assistance Programs Coordinator, CCCCO 

 
Mr. Bonnel testified that proposed amendments to the current regulation on satisfactory 
academic progress creates a second satisfactory academic progress standard for 
students to have to meet in order to retain their Cal Grants. 
 
With respect to the SB 70 data reporting, Mr. Bonnel indicated his appreciation of the 
Commission’s collection of data on graduations through 400 percent.  He noted that the 
community colleges collect student performance and system performance in its ARCC 
reporting system and that they look at six-year cohorts.  He expressed concern over 
whether the community colleges have the resources to collect the data and the timeline 
for compliance with the reporting regulations.   
 
Lastly, he commented that he does not believe that survey tools would be representative 
that the work the community colleges do in preparing students for job.   

 
• Mr. Ron Harden, President of Epic Bible College 

 
Mr. Harden commented on the cohort default rate Cal Grant eligibility requirement. 

 
Upon conclusion of the public testimony, Committee Member Siqueiros thanked those who 
offered public comment on the proposed regulations and noted that the comments seemed to 
fall within four themes.  The first related to concerns about the regulatory process, with several 
commenters expressing frustration over the transparency of the process, including getting and 
receiving feedback from the Commission staff. The second and third concerns related to the 
challenges surrounding the collection of employment data and the cost for collecting such data. 
Lastly, the issue of whether the proposed regulatory changes go beyond the scope of the 
statutory requirements.  
 
The Committee Member Siqueiros asked staff to address the concerns raised during the 
hearing as well as some additional questions at the September Commission meeting.  The 
Committee asked for information on the persistence collection, the use of Social Security 
numbers as it relates to undocumented or Dream Act students, the definition of compliance and 
the consequences of an institution’s non-compliance.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further public comment, Committee Chair Garcia Vasquez adjourned the public 
hearing of the Student Impact Committee at 3:37 p.m. 
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MEETING 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Committee Chair Johnny Garcia Vasquez called the meeting to order at 3:45 p.m.   
 
The following Committee Members were present: 
 

Johnny Garcia Vasquez, Chair 
Brian Conley 
Michele Siqueiros  
 

Roll Call was taken and a quorum was recognized.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 1 – DISCUSSION OF THE HISTORY OF FINANCIAL AID IN CALIFORNIA 

(Information) 
 
Ms. Janet McDuffie, Chief of the Administration & External Affairs Division, provided a high-
level overview of the history of financial aid in California. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2 – DISCUSSION OF STATE-FUNDED FINANCIAL AID IN OTHER STATES 

(Information) 
 
Ms. Lori Nezhura, Legislative Director, provided a summary of major state-funded student 
financial aid programs in the nation.  Some discussion followed.    
 
AGENDA ITEM 3 – NEW BUSINESS (Information) 
 
The Committee may consider the following topics at future meetings: 
 

• Accountability and transparency at the institutions; 
• Tuition and fee setting policy; and 
• Student loan debt in California. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting of the Student Impact Committee was adjourned 
at 4:22 p.m. 
 
 

        
JOHNNY GARCIA VASQUEZ 
CHAIR 
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CALIFORNIA STUDENT AID COMMISSION 
STUDENT IMPACT COMMITTEE 

TELECONFERENCE MEETING MINUTES 
 

February 20, 2013 
  

 
A teleconference meeting of the California Student Aid Commission’s Student Impact 
Committee was held on Wednesday, February 20, 2013 at the California Student Aid 
Commission, Conference Room A, 10834 International Drive, Rancho Cordova, California and 
at the various locations listed on the meeting noticed date February 8, 2013. 
 
Committee Chair Johnny Garcia Vasquez called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m.   
 
The following Committee Members were present: 
 

Johnny Garcia Vasquez, Chair 
Jacqueline Doud 
Ishan Shah 
Michele Siqueiros 
 

The following Committee Member was absent: 
 

Jamillah Moore 
 

Roll Call was taken and a quorum was recognized.   
 
CHAIR’S STATEMENT 
 
Committee Chair Garcia Vasquez thanked members of the public for attending and welcomed 
the new Committee members. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Committee Chair Garcia Vasquez called for public comment on items not appearing on the 
agenda and, hearing none, proceeded to the next agenda item. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1 – CONSENT CALENDAR (Action) 
 

Agenda Item 1.a – Approval of Minutes of June 1, 2012 and August 22, 2012 (Action) 
 
Committee Member Siqueiros requested to pull the August 22, 2102 minutes from the 
Consent Calendar. She requested that Commission staff revise the minutes of the August 
22, 2012 meeting to include recommendations and requests arising from the Committee’s 
discussion of Senate Bill (SB) 70.  Commission staff will submit a revised version of the 
minutes at the next Committee meeting. 



DRAFT           Tab 1.b 
         

Student Impact Committee Meeting 2 April 25, 2013 

 
On MOTION by Committee Member Siqueiros, SECONDED and CARRIED, the 
Commission APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, the minutes of the June 1, 2012 meeting. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Doud, Siqueiros and Garcia Vasquez 
Abstained: Committee Member Shah 
Absent: Committee Member Moore 

 
AGENDA ITEM 2 – CONSIDERATION OF A CHARTER FOR THE STUDENT IMPACT 

COMMITTEE (Action) 
 
Mr. Keith Yamanaka, Chief Deputy Director, presented the draft charter for the Committee’s 
consideration. 
 
Ms. Monica Roberts, Sacramento Cal-SOAP Project Director, provided public comment and 
requested that the charter include an outreach component. Some discussion followed. 
 
On MOTION by Committee Member Doud, SECONDED and CARRIED, the Committee 
APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, the draft charter, amended to include an outreach component, 
as follows: 
 
Draft Charter 
 
The Student Impact Committee is responsible for: 
 

1. Examining policy issues and outreach associated with financial aid from a student and 
parent (family) perspective, and bringing those issues to the attention of the California 
Student Aid Commission with recommendations for appropriate actions; 
 

2. Identifying and recommending policy and legislative proposals for Commission 
consideration. 

 
In Favor:  Committee Members Doud, Shah, Siqueiros and Garcia Vasquez 
Absent: Committee Member Moore 

 
AGENDA ITEM 3 – UPDATE ON THE DREAM ACT (Information/Action) 
 
Ms. Catalina Mistler, Chief of the Program Administration & Services Division, and Mr. Tae 
Kang, Manager of Grant Operations, provided an overview of the Dream Act application 
implementation, including the processes for the 2012-13 and 2013-14 academic years. 
 
Ms. Margie Carrington, President-Elect of the California Community Colleges Student Financial 
Aid Administrators Association (CCCSFAAA), raised concerns about the inability of students 
without social security numbers (SSNs) to access their award funds. She also commented on 
the high school graduation verification process for Dream Act applicants. Ms. Mistler indicated 
that staff would continue to work through those issues with the segments.  
 
Further discussion ensued regarding the on-line Dream Act application. Executive Director 
Michel discussed the availability of the Commission’s student support services in multiple 
languages. 
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AGENDA ITEM 4 – CONSIDERATION OF ISSUES INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSAL TO 

FUND CAL GRANTS USING TANF FUNDS, INCLUDING THE IMPACT 
ON CAL GRANT RECIPIENTS AND INSTITUTIONS  (Action) 

 
Ms. Janet McDuffie, Chief of the Administration & External Affairs Division, presented an 
overview of the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program funding process. 
Some discussion followed. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5 – CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE LAO REPORT 

ON THE ANALYSIS OF NEW CAL GRANT ELIGIBILTY RULES (Action) 
 
Ms. Janet McDuffie presented a summary of the Legislative Analyst’s Office’s (LAO’s) 
recommendations from its report, “Analysis of New Cal Grant Eligibility Rules,” including staff’s 
analysis of the recommendations.  Ms. McDuffie indicated that staff recommended not taking 
any action at this time. 
 
Ms. Debbie Cochrane, Research Director for The Institute for College Access and Success 
(TICAS), commented about the cohort default rate standards for Cal Grant institutions.  She 
reported that TICAS is proposing to send a letter to the U.S. Department of Education 
regarding their concerns about efforts by institutions to manipulate their cohort default rate 
(CDR) calculations.  She suggested that the Commission also weigh in on the issue of CDR 
manipulation.  
 
Committee Chair Garcia Vasquez suggested tabling this agenda item to a future committee 
meeting. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6 – NEW BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED AT FUTURE COMMITTEE 

MEETINGS (Action) 
 
The Committee may consider the following topics at future meetings: 
 

• Student financial aid debit cards and related fees; 
• Dream Act Update, including information on students unable to receive Cal Grant B 

access funds; 
• Outreach Update; and 
• Direct feedback from student associations about their priorities and concerns. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting of the Student Impact Committee was adjourned 
at 12:45 p.m. 
 
 

       
JOHNNY GARCIA VASQUEZ 
CHAIR 
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