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Minutes 
 

Action Item 
 

Approval of minutes of April 7, 2016 
 
 

DRAFT 
 

CALIFORNIA STUDENT AID COMMISSION 
LEGISLATIVE, AUDIT & BUDGET COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

April 7, 2016 
 
A meeting of the California Student Aid Commission’s Legislative, Audit & Budget (LAB) Committee 
was held on Thursday, April 7, 2016 at the University of Redlands, Building 221, Armacost Library, 
2nd Floor, Redlands Room, 1200 E. Colton Avenue, Redlands, California. 
 
Committee Chair Jamillah Moore called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. 
 
The following Committee Members were present: 
 
Jamillah Moore, Chair 
Jack Scott, Vice Chair 
Lande Ajose 
Glen Becerra 
Jessica Foresti 
Hal Geiogue, Ex Officio 
 
Roll Call was taken and a quorum was recognized. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 
Committee Chair Moore asked for public comment and, hearing none, proceeded to the next 
agenda item. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 9, 2015 AND FEBRUARY 5, 2016 (ACTION) 
 
MOVED (Scott), SECONDED and CARRIED, the Committee APPROVED the minutes of April 9, 
2015, as presented. 
 
In Favor: Committee Members Foresti, Scott and Moore 
Abstained:  Committee Member Ajose 
Absent: Committee Member Becerra 
 
MOVED (Ajose), SECONDED and CARRIED, the Committee APPROVED the minutes of February 
5, 2016, as presented. 
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In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
Absent:  Committee Member Becerra 
 
UPDATE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION AND ISSUES AFFECTING COMMISSION 
PROGRAMS, INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF POSITIONS ON LEGISLATION (ACTION) 
 
Mr. Brandon Biegert, Senior Policy Analyst, provided background information on Assembly Bill 1888 
(Low), which requires that the Commission add to the Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA) a 
condition for participating in the Cal Grant programs requiring institutions to certify that they will not 
subject students and employees to discrimination based on sec, sexual orientation, gender identity 
or gender expression.  It also requires that the institution not apply for, or receive, a federal 
exemption from Title IX anti-discrimination requirements. 
 
Public Comments 
 
The following member of the public spoke in support of AB 1888 (Low): 

• Mr. Justin Flores, Equality California 
 
The following members of the public requested that the Commission take no position on AB 1888 
(Low): 

• Ms. Erica Romero, Association of Independent California Colleges and Universities 
(AICCU); 

• Ms. Jill Monroe, Point Loma Linda University; 
• Ms. Amanda Chavez, Azusa Pacific University alumni; 
• Mr. Todd Ross, Associate Vice President at Azusa Pacific University 
• Mr. Steve Varvis, Provost and Senior Vice President, Fresno Pacific University;  
• Mr. David Vasquez, Vanguard University; 
• Ms. Carol Creole, Biola University student and Cal Grant recipient; and 
• Mr. Jeff Marsh, Senior Director of Financial Aid, Biola University. 

 
Ms. Nancy Anton, speaking as a member of the general public, asked that the Commission not take 
a position on the bill and direct its staff to work with the author to improve aspects of the bill. 
 
RECESS 
 
Committee Chair Moore RECESSED the meeting at 12:02 p.m. 
 
RECONVENE 
 
Committee Chair Moore RECONVENED the meeting at 1:10 p.m. 
 
CONTINUATION OF THE UPDATE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION AND ISSUES 
AFFECTING COMMISSION PROGRAMS, INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF POSITIONS ON 
LEGISLATION (ACTION) 
 
Some discussion ensued about the positions that the Commission may take on legislative bills, 
including “support if amended”, “oppose until amended”, “neutral”, “work with author”, “no position” 
and “watch”.  
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MOVED (Foresti), SECONDED and CARRIED unanimously, the Committee APPROVED the 
motion to AMEND the staff recommended position of SUPPORT AB 1888 (Low) IF AMENDED in 
favor of a WATCH position. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
MOVED (Scott), SECONDED and CARRIED unanimously, the Committee APPROVED the staff 
recommendation to SUPPORT AB 1449 (Lopez), which removes the high school graduation 
requirement for the Cal Grant Transfer Entitlement Program, IF AMENDED to include an 
appropriation for administrative costs. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
MOVED (Becerra), SECONDED and CARRIED unanimously, the Committee APPROVED the 
motion to SUPPORT AB 1721 (Medina), which modifies the Cal Grant B Access Award, and the 
Transfer Entitlement and Competitive Cal Grant Programs, IF AMENDED to change the three-year 
gap between attending community college and a four-year institution to a one-year gap, and include 
an appropriation for administrative costs. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
MOVED (Moore), SECONDED and CARRIED unanimously, the Committee APPROVED the staff 
recommendation to SUPPORT AB 1747, which requires fee-free Cal-Fresh access as a 
requirement of the IPA, IF AMENDED to include an appropriation for administrative costs. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
There was some discussion about mandating fee-free Cal-Fresh access as a requirement in the 
IPA vs. changing the Education Code.  Ms. Keri Tippins, General Counsel, explained that if the 
requirement is put in Code, it becomes a mandate that must be funded by the State; whereas, if the 
requirement is included in the IPA, it would be voluntary. 
 
Mr. Biegert presented AB 1892 (Medina), which augments the Cal Grant C program, and reported 
that there is no staff recommendation at this time as a review of the new version of the bill has not 
been completed.  The Committee agreed to review the bill at a later date. 
 
The Committee APPROVED, by CONSENSUS, the staff recommendation to SUPPORT AB 2154 
(Medina), which impacts the student commissioners on the Commission,  
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
The Committee APPROVED, by CONSENSUS, the staff recommendation to SUPPORT AB 2506 
(Thurmond), which changes the Chafee Grant Foster Youth Program to an Entitlement program, IF 
AMENDED to: 1) include an appropriation for administrative costs; 2) include “grandfather” clause 
for current recipients at institutions which may become ineligible for participation due to new 
requirements; and clarify that the Commission does not need to evaluate quality of out-of-state 
schools. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
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The Committee APPROVED, by CONSENSUS, the staff recommendation to SUPPORT AB 2581 
(Medina), which restores the Cal Grant eligibility of students who attend the Heald Colleges when 
they closed. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
The Committee APPROVED, by CONSENSUS, the staff recommendation to WATCH AB 2766 
(Lopez), which adds two student members to the Commission. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
The Committee APPROVED, by CONSENSUS, the staff recommendation to SUPPORT AB 2787 
(Chavez), which expands the Middle Class Scholarship (MCS) Program to include non-profit 
institutions, IF AMENDED to: 1) remove exemption for students at private non-profit schools from 
Education Code Section  70023; 2) include language ensuring that institutions meet Cal Grant 
eligibility requirements; 3) align the MCS award calculation at non-profit schools with tuition at the 
University of California; and 4) include an appropriation for administrative costs. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
MOVED (Scott), SECONDED and CARRIED unanimously, the Committee APPROVED the motion 
to SUPPORT SB 62 (Pavley), which reinstates the Assumption Program of Loans for Education 
(APLE). 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
MOVED (Becerra), SECONDED and CARRIED unanimously, the Committee APPROVED the 
motion to SUPPORT AND SPONSOR AB 1314 (Block), which ensures that students attending 
community college baccalaureate degree programs are eligible to receive the Cal Grant A to cover 
tuition and fees, IF AMENDED to 1) include an appropriation for administrative costs; and 2) include 
a technical amendment to ensure that the Commission has legislative authority to pay awards to 
community college students. 
 
In Favor:  Committee Members Ajose, Becerra, Foresti, Scott and Moore 
 
UPDATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S 2016 BUDGET (INFORMATION) 
 
Mr. Biegert reported that Commission staff continues to work with the Department of Finance to 
modify and resubmit the 2016-17 Budget Change Proposals (BCPs) related to customer service 
and the Grant Delivery System Modernization (GDSM) Project. 
 
Committee Chair Moore announced that a Committee meeting may be convened prior to the next 
regularly scheduled meeting should any budget issues arise as the release date of the May Revise 
approaches. 
 
UPDATE ON THE GRANT DELIVERY SYSTEM MODERNIZATION PROJECT (INFORMATION) 
 
Ms. Tracy Howard, Chief Information Officer, provided a progress report on the Grant Delivery 
System Modernization (GDSM) Project and reported on Commission staff’s meetings with the 
Department of Technology and the Department of Finance.  Some concerns were raised about the 
need for a Plan B if the BCPs are not approved. 
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UPDATE ON AUDITS 
 
Ms. Keri Tippins, General Counsel and Chief of Legal & Audit Services, provided an overview of the 
Commission’s program compliance and internal audit processes and activities. Ms. Tippins reported 
that the program compliance auditors have uncovered findings for the last two fiscal years that have 
resulted in significant Cal Grant funds being returned to the General Fund.   
 
Ms. Tippins also reported that the internal audit plan was temporarily on hold because staff 
resources were needed to address two priority issues, including the reconciliation of Heald College 
students’ payments and the Los Angeles Cal-SOAP program compliance review.  The internal audit 
plan is now back on track. 
 
Some discussion followed about the audits resulting in the recovery of Cal Grant funds, and Ms. 
Tippins indicated that she can provide an update at the Commission’s June meeting that will include 
information on the top three to five audit findings and any trends that are revealed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED AT FUTURE COMMITTEE MEETINGS (INFORMATION/ 
ACTION) 
 
The Committee had no new business. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting of the Legislative, Audit & Budget Committee was 
adjourned at 2:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

        
JAMILLAH MOORE 
COMMITTEE CHAIR 
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