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Dream Act Legislation 

 AB 540 – 2001 
 AB 130 – July 2011 
 AB 131 – October 2011 
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The Foundation – AB 540 
 Assembly Bill 540 (Firebaugh, 2001) created the first state-

authorized benefit for undocumented students in California 
– exemption from non-resident tuition at public 
postsecondary institutions  

 The California Dream Act extends the benefits of private and 
state-funded financial aid to postsecondary students 
meeting the following AB 540 criteria: 

 Attended a CA high school for 3+ years 
 Graduated from a CA high school or the equivalent 
 Enroll in an accredited CA college or university 
 In case of student without lawful immigration status, filed 

an affidavit with institution stating that he/she has filed an 
application to legalize status or will file as soon as eligible 
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AB 540 Students may be: 
 Students who are undocumented 

 Students who are U.S. citizens, but who are not CA 
residents 

 Usually dependent students living in the state whose 
parents are not CA residents 

 Or, students who meet the AB 540, but are out of 
high school and not living in CA  

 In either case, the students must meet the AB 540 
criteria on the previous slide 
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Dream App is located on CSAC’s Dream Act Web page: 

www.caldreamact.org  

 
Since some AB 540 students do have Social Security 
numbers, and can file the federal FAFSA application these 
students will be directed to file a FAFSA instead of a 
Dream Application 
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Applying for a Dream Act Cal Grant 

1. CA Dream App or FAFSA (establishes financial need) 
1. List eligible California college 

2. GPA Verification (establishes merit) 
 Submitted by school to CA Student Aid 

Commission electronically or  
 Submitted by student via mail (Cal Grant 

Verification Form to be available through the CA 
Dream App) 
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3. Transfer Entitlement Verification Form 
 CA Student Aid Commission will send this 

form to all students who meet Transfer 
Entitlement requirements 

4. Cal Grant C Supplemental Form 
 CA Student Aid Commission will send this 

form to all students who meet Cal Grant C 
requirements 
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Submission Issues 
 Browser issues. 

 IE 9.0 or greater 
 Firefox 10.0 or greater 
 Google Chrome 
 Apple Safari 

  
 Password/ PIN Issues 

  Write them down! 

   
 Call  Commission Customer Service at 888.224.7268 
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For more information about the Dream Act 
and Cal Grant, please contact 

Student Support Services 
California Student Aid Commission 

1-888-224-7268 
schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov 

Or visit www.caldreamact.org 
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For more information about other scholarships for which 
AB 540 students might be eligible, please visit 

www.maldef.org/assets/pdf/Scholarship_List_2010_2011.pdf 
www.latinocollegedollars.org 

www.e4fc.org/studentresources/scholarshiplists.html 
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Dream Application Home Page 
 
Click on the Big Blue Button 
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Dream Application Create/Retrieve Application Screen 
 
With Parent Signature Login 
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Welcome to the California Dream Application 
 
Student chooses best application for them 
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Welcome to the California Dream Application 
 
Student chooses best application for them – Screen Two 
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Student Information 
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Student Information/Confirmation 
 

 

Tab 1.b

Dream Act Committee Meeting 6 May 7, 2012



Student Information/Confirmation 
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Student Demographic Information 
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Student Demographic Information 
Selecting “Single” removes marriage date question 
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Student Eligibility 
Selecting “High School” presents high school questions 
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College Selections 
College can be entered from drop down or by school code 
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Student Tax Information 
Tax questions answered if student “already completed” or “will file” 
 

  

15 minute screen 
timer resets with 

each “Save 
Application” or 

when advancing 
to next screen 
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Student Tax Information 
“Not going to file” removes Student Tax Questions 
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Student Financial Information 
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Student Financial Information Continued 
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Student Financial Information Continued 
Clicking a box opens up a field to enter the dollar amount 
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Dependency Determination 
A “no” answer to every question here makes a student dependent 
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Dependency Status Results 
Students who believe they have a special circumstance would click “I am unable to 
provide parental information” 
Clicking “I will provide parental information” leads to parental questions 
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Special circumstances 
Clicking “I have a special circumstance and I am unable to provide parental 
information” will give more information on special circumstances. 
Clicking “I will provide parental information” leads to parental questions 
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Unable to Provide Parental Information 
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Parents Demographic Information 
Entering other than “Married” requires information for both parents 
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Parents Tax Information 
Selecting “Will not file” removes the tax questions. “Next” button 
advances to wage information 
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Parents Tax Information 
Selecting “Will not file” removed the tax questions. “Next” button 
advances to wage information 
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Parents Financial Information 
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Parents Financial Information continued 
Clicking any boxes opens a field for entering the dollar amount. 
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Sign and Submit – Print Signature Page scenario 
This scenario sets up printing a signature page. 
Student must hit print signature page to get a PDF to print out. 
Student must “agree” to the terms displayed in the READ BEFORE 
PROCEEDING box.  Upon agreeing, “Submit” button appears. 
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Sign and Submit 
Student has filled in “agree.”  “Submit Application” button now appears. 
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Submit 
Accepted banner has appeared.  Click okay. 
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Submit 
Dream App Confirmation page indicates signatures still needed. 
 
Hit Exit button to reenter the application. 
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These next four screens depict pass word change process.  To reset password, student needs 
to enter demographic information and answer to security question they chose when first 
establishing their account. 
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Forgot Password – Security question successfully entered.  Student chooses new password 
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Password change banner appears.  Write down new password and click OK. 
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Now exit Forgot Password screen 
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In this scenario, student wants to sign using their PIN. 
 
Student retrieves application by hitting “Retrieve Current Application.” 
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Retrieving the application will bring this screen:  
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To sign using their PIN, student goes to submit Application Tab 
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Student clicks Create/Change Signature PIN 
Student enters any four digit number.  They should write it down.  Hit 
“Submit” 
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Confirmation page now shows only parent signature is needed (Comment 
code 108).  Independent students would be done at this point. 
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Parent chooses who will sign.  Only one signs and only a parent who 
submitted financial data may sign. 
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Once parent selection is made, additional questions appear. 
Enter parent PIN if parent already has one.  Then hit next to reveal 
further questions. 
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Once parent selection is made, additional questions appear. 
Complete final questions.  Note that parent must know what student 
enter for “What are your reported wages?” 
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Parent PIN Banner Appears.  Parent must write down their PIN. 
Hit OK. 
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Parental PIN can be entered. Hit “agree.”  Hit sign application button. 
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Parent signature acceptance banner appears.  Hit OK. 
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Student hits “Retrieve Current Application.” And then proceeds to 
Confirmation page Tab. 
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Final confirmation shows EFC and no Error comments. 
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