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From: Laurie Vasquez

To: glopez

Date: 2/23/2012 4:35 PM

Subject: RE: Today's hearing on Cal grants and distance education

Gloria,

I am e-mailing you, as you are listed on the agenda as a contact person. - http://www.csac.ca.gov/eventdetails.asp?
pageFrom=events.asp&ID =670&retdate=2/1/12
I am listening to today's hearing with great interest, "Should Cal Grants Pay for Distance Learning"

If I could make a public comment over the internet I would provide the following:

I wanted to share with the commission additi onal information re: the challenge and opportunity of distance learning and its
impact on students with disabilities in all segments. This is provided as additional information and to broaden the
commissions understanding of who students are in our community college system and the importance of quality and
accessibility in  ALL of our educational segments in California.

See additional information below.
Thank you,

Laurie Vasquez

Assistive Technology Specialist
Santa Barbara City College

Members of California Student Aid Commission,

In your deliberations please consider prior work and recent information on the challenges of technology, online learning,
instructional materials and accessible formats for students with disabilities completing their courses successfully.

I refer to the latest information from the Department of Education and the U.S. Senate Hearing on Accessible technology.

1). Distance Education Accessibility Guidelines for Students with Disabilities
http://www.cccco.edu/Portals/4/AA/2011%20Distance%20Education%20Accessibility%20Guidelines%20FINAL.pdf

2). The Advisory Commission on Accessible Instructional Materials in Postsecondary Education for Students
with Disabilities, established by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008, has brought together government
leaders, representatives from the publishing industry, individuals with print disabilities, representatives from two-year and
four-year institutions of higher education and leaders in accessible technology. The Commission will study the current state
of accessible materials for students with disabilities in postsecondary education and make recommendations to the U.S.
Congress for improving access to and the distribution of instructional materials in accessible formats.

This is the first commission in history charged with examining accessible instructional materials for postsecondary students
with disabilities. http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/aim/index.html

Final report - http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm /list/aim/publications.html

3). Full Committee Hearing - The Promise of Accessible Technology: Challenges and Opportunities

Chair, Senator Harkin
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/hearing/?id=15eea6a0-5056-9502-5d55-b899d7 3ef5f9






