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Growth of Distance Education in the 
California Community Colleges 
2005-10
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Distance Education Course Sessions 
Compared to Traditional Course Sessions 
From 2005 - 2010

Fiscal Year Distance 

Education

Traditional 

Education

Percentage

2005‐06 21,407 456,644  4.69%

2006‐07 26,121 465,680 5.61%

2007‐08 32,380  486,866  6.65%

2008‐09  39,178  482,756  8.12%

2009‐10  39,964  440,933  9.06%
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Distance Education Enrollments 
Compared to Traditional Enrollments 
from 2005-10

Fiscal Year Distance 
Education

Traditional 
Education

Total Percent of 
Total

2005-06 328,372 2,630,207 2,958,579 12.48%

2006-07 392,355 2,694,149 3,086,504 14.56%

2007-08 483,884 2,810,572 3,294,456 17.22%

2008-09 611,689 2,923,137 3,534,826 20.93%

2009-10 649,518 2,758,831 3,408,349 23.54%
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Online Delivery Compared to Other 
Methods of Distance Education Delivery
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Degrees and Certificates Through 
Distance Education
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Enrollment by Age
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Enrollment by Gender
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Why Student Take Distance Education 
Courses
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Cal Grant Students and Distance 
Education Enrollment in 2010-
11

70,742 Cal Grant students for a total of 
$81 million
22,310 were enrolled in a distance 
education course and 4,019 were 
enrolled in a hybrid course
68,877 (97%) Cal Grant students were 
in at least 1 traditional course
The average number of on-campus 
courses taken by Cal Grant students 
during 2010-11 was 6
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