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Information ltem

Update on the 2017-18 FAFSA release on October 1, 2016

The 2017-18 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) application period will include two
significant changes. First, the application period will open on October 1, 2016, rather than January
1, 2017. Second, the FAFSA will be completed using prior-prior year (PPY) tax data.

The earlier opening of the application period provides students and families with the opportunity to
learn earlier whether they qualify for financial aid at a much earlier date than currently. The move to
using PPY tax data is expected to streamline and simplify the FAFSA application process for those
students and families.

CSAC staff formed an internal workgroup to assess the impact these FAFSA changes will have on
CSAC operations. This workgroup has expanded to solicit feedback and communicate with external
interested parties. On January 12, 2016, the workgroup conducted two webinars to communicate
known changes and updates to colleges and high schools respectively. In total, over 200 attendees
consisting of high school counselors, financial aid administrators and other educational partners
participated in the two webinars.

Known changes and updates that were communicated at the webinars are as follows:

e The Cal Grant priority deadline of March 2" is still in effect. However the application period
has increased from 2 months to 5 months.

e Cal Grant High School Entitlement awards could be run as early as November 2016, instead
of January 2017. Early award notification of Cal Grants will assist families to plan, prepare
and even encourage students to apply for college.

e The timeframe of September to March 2" for submitting grade point averages (GPA) will
remain the same. However, high schools are encouraged to submit GPAs early so that
students will be considered for the High School Entitlement award process.

o Competitive awards will remain on the current schedule and continue to be run after the March
2"d deadline. Since these awards are limited, all students that meet the March 2™ and
September 2" deadline should be included in the applicant pool.

e Institutions will no longer be listed in priority order on the ISIR (Institutional Student Information
Report) issued by the federal government. The order will be randomized. This will require the
California Aid Report (CAR) issued by CSAC to be redesigned to provide more complete
information about Cal Grants and other financial aid to the student.

e Since the 2017-18 ISIR will be randomized, CSAC can no longer offer the Cal Grant at the

first eligible California institution. CSAC will make substantial changes to the awarding
process, Cal Grant institutional rosters and the California Aid Report.

California Student Aid Commission 1 February 4-5, 2016



California Student Aid Commission

The workgroup will continue to meet and evaluate the impact of the FAFSA PPY changes while
aiming to develop a more concrete timeline and process flow. We will continue to meet with external

interested parties to communicate implementation proposals as well as to hear, discuss, and respond
to concerns they may have.
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Program Administration and Services Division
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