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Discussion of Competitive Cal Grant scoring process 
 

 
At the April 2015 meeting of the Strategic Policy and Planning Committee, The Institute for College 
Access and Success (TICAS) presented an analysis of five scoring models that would change the 
current Competitive Cal Grant scoring method, and the effects the five models would have on the 
awarding of Competitive Cal Grants.  The proposed scoring models were developed for the purpose 
of awarding Competitive Cal Grants to the most disadvantaged applicants.   
 
This item was placed on the Commission’s June 2015 meeting agenda to receive feedback from 
interested persons on the TICAS analysis.  Representatives from UC, CSU, the Community 
Colleges, and the Association of Independent California Colleges and Universities were invited to 
present their comments to the Commission. Final Commission action is not anticipated until 
September 2015. 
 
Staff has continued to seek input on improvements to the Competitive scoring method.  A Special 
Alert was sent in May to gather feedback and gain agreement from financial aid administrators on 
the proposed modeling changes to the Competitive Cal Grant Scoring Matrix. 
 
On June 9, 2015 the Cal Grant Competitive Workgroup hosted a webinar with over 30 participants 
representing various segments.  The agenda included a presentation by TICAS on the Competitive 
Cal Grant Scoring Matrix proposals.  Prior to the webinar, all participants had been provided with 
Grant Operations Memo (GOM) 2015-19 and the proposed modeling changes to the Competitive 
Cal Grant Scoring Matrix.  Each participant was encouraged to review the materials prior to the 
webinar.   
 
The focus of the webinar was to gather feedback and ideas from all segments on the Competitive 
Cal Grant Scoring Matrix proposals.  Matthew La Rocque of TICAS presented the scoring matrix 
proposals.  The workgroup was able to review and discuss each of the scoring matrix proposals 
and seemed to favor two proposed scoring matrices that provided maximum points for income 
based on federal poverty guidelines.  However, no consensus was reached on a single scoring 
matrix.  It was explained to the group that the best elements from both could be used to form a new 
proposed matrix.  Future workgroup meetings will take place, with the objective of providing a 
recommended scoring matrix at the September Commission meeting.  CSAC staff noted that any 
decision to change the scoring matrix would require at least three months of programming, testing 
and validation for the 2016-17 Competitive award cycle. 
 
Competitive Cal Grant Program Utilization Update 
 
In May 2015, the Commission offered 2015-16 March 2nd Competitive Cal Grant awards to 14,186 
students. The chart below summarizes the offer, paid and utilization rates for 2013-14, 2014-15 and 
now includes 2015-16.  
 

            

California Student Aid Commission 1        June25-26, 2015 
 

http://www.csac.ca.gov/comm/comm/2015041617/exh8.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/secured/operationmemos/2015/GOM%202015-19.pdf
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Award 
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Claimed 
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Absence 

 
  Other 

 
Total 

 
2013-14 

 
29,254 

 

 
19,9952 

 
629 

 
20,624 

 
91.66% 

 
1,387 

 
657 

 
2,044 

 
22,659 

 
100.7% 

 
2014-15 31,122 

 
20,619 

 
782 

 
21,401 

 
95.11% 

  
1,609 

 
3,544 

 
5,153 

 
26,554 

 
118.0% 

   2015-16 14,178*          
 
1. A Deferred award and CC Reserve award, once paid, will be counted in the academic year in which it was offered. 
2. 690 of the 2,044 (2013-14) deferred awards have been paid in 2014-15 or about 34 
* March 2nd awards only. September 2nd awards will be offered in September 2015. 

 
Responsible Person(s): Catalina Mistler, Chief 
                                            Program Administration and Services Division 
 
 Tae Kang, Senior Program Manager 
                                             Program Administration and Services Division 
 
 

California Student Aid Commission 2        June25-26, 2015 
 


	Information Item

