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California Student Aid Commission 
 

External Communications on Federal and State Legislation and Policy 
 

 
Recommendation:  Approve the attached policy to authorize California Student Aid 

Commission and EdFund staffs to participate in discussions that are 
taking place on the national level on the future of the Federal Family 
Education Loan Program, or the role for guaranty agencies within the 
Direct Student Loan Program. (Tab 2.a) 

 
On November 20, 2008, EdFund staff provided Commission staff a proposal to authorize 
EdFund staff to participate in discussions at the national level on the future of the Federal 
Family Education Loan Program (FFEL Program) or a role for guaranty agencies within 
the Direct Student Loan Program. Given the possibility of major policy changes in 2009 
within the federal student loan programs that may impact the future of student loan 
guaranty agencies within the FFEL Program and the services being provided to California 
students and institutions, Commission staff agrees that the Commission must be a 
participant in these discussions.  However, Commission staff considered it necessary for 
Commission staff to participate together with EdFund staff in any discussions.     
 
Commission and EdFund staffs working together developed the attached policy (Tab 2.a) 
for the Commission’s consideration. The policy ensures:  
 

• Commission staff will be included in all discussions, especially those with the 
federal Administration, and Congress, as well as other relevant non-governmental 
entities. 

• The Commission Chair and Commission staff will receive weekly briefings. 
• Staffs will not discuss with, advocate to, or lobby to the Administration, Congress, 

or any other relevant organization, on behalf of any proposal, policy initiative, 
legislative proposal, or recommended actions without the prior review and approval 
of the Commission.  If the Commission is unable to meet in a timely manner, the 
Chair of the Commission and the Commission's Executive Director may provide 
such authorization. 

 
The Commission has not formally considered and does not currently have a specific policy 
on the future of the Federal Family Education Loan Program or the role for guaranty 
agencies within the Direct Student Loan Program.  The Commission’s Governance 
Policies adopted September 6, 2007 and amended November 29, 2007 provide:  
 

…[W]hen issues involving critical policy decisions arise on which the 
Commission has not yet taken a position, the Executive Director and 
EdFund President will make all reasonable efforts to inform and involve the 
Commission Chair or other officer or Committee, as appropriate, before 
communicating with state and federal officials.  When inquires from these  
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officials are of an urgent nature and the Executive Director or EdFund 
President cannot contact the appropriate Commissioner(s) beforehand, 
they will notify the Commission Chair immediately afterward, including 
summarizing all relevant information that was exchanged. 

 
(Governance Policies-Executive Parameters Policy 6: O.) 
 
The proposed policy is intended to override Governance Policies-Executive Parameters 
Policy 6: O by prohibiting discussion, advocacy or lobbying of any proposal, policy 
initiative, legislative proposal, or recommended actions without prior approval of the 
Commission, or the Commission Chair and Executive Director.  Unlike Governance 
Policies-Executive Parameters Policy 6: O, after-the-fact notification of the Commission 
Chair of a response to an urgent inquiry is not authorized. 
 
This proposal seeks to give a voice to the Commission in Washington, D.C. and the 
authority to participate in ongoing discussions being held by the United States Education 
Department (USED), guarantee agencies, loan service providers, lenders and other 
segments of the Federal Family Education Loan program. 
 
 
Responsible Persons: Ed Emerson, Chief 
 Federal Policy and Programs Division  
 
 David Reid, General Counsel 
 EdFund 
 



Tab 2.a 

 
 
 

POLICY PROPOSAL 
 
California Student Aid Commission and EdFund staffs are authorized to participate 
jointly in discussions that are taking place on the national level regarding the future of 
the Federal Family Education Loan Program and the role for guaranty agencies within 
the Direct Student Loan Program that recognizes the importance of services that the 
California Student Aid Commission and other guaranty agencies provide to students and 
institutions in California and nationwide, provided that: 
 

1. The California Student Aid Commission’s Federal Policy and Programs Division 
Chief shall be included with any EdFund staff to participate in any such 
discussions and teleconferences, and to travel to Washington, DC to attend 
meetings with the Administration, Congress or other relevant entities, and shall 
have access to all correspondence related to any discussions. 

 
2. The Chair of the Commission and the Commission's Executive Director, Chief of 

the Governmental & Public Affairs Division, Chief of Federal Policy & Programs 
Division, and General Counsel shall receive a weekly briefing on the status of the 
conversations which allows for advice and consent. 

 
3. EdFund and Commission staff shall not lobby the Administration or Congress, 

and shall not advocate, on behalf of any proposal, policy initiative, legislative 
proposal, or recommended actions without the prior review and approval of the 
Commission.  If the Commission is unable to meet in a timely manner the Chair 
of the Commission and the Commission's Executive Director and may provide 
such authorization.   
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