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Action Item 
 

California Student Aid Commission 
 

Consideration of Actions Required to Implement Career Technical Education 
Provisions of the 2008-09 State Budget for the California Student Opportunity 

and Access Program (Cal-SOAP) 
 
 

Recommendation:  Approve $125,000 for Phase I of the $1 million for Cal-SOAP Career 
Technical Education as follows: 

1. Approximately $45,000 (final amount to be determined upon further consultation)for 
printing and distributing additional copies of existing career technical education 
material from the Chancellor’s Office of the California Community Colleges (CCCCO), 
and for developing a customizable template to link the Commission’s Cal-SOAP, Cash 
for College and CalGrants.org to the Who Do U Want 2 Be and the I Can Afford 
College campaigns; and 

 
2. A minimum of $80,000 for developing I Can Afford College and Who Do U Want 2 Be 

radio ads that are career-based and direct students to Cal-SOAP-sponsored CFC 
workshops; and to help fund the I Can Afford College radio media buy during the 
January 1 through March 2, 2009 application window. 

 
Discussion: 
 
The 2008-09 State Budget appropriated $1 million from the Federal College Access 
Challenge Grant (Challenge Grant) for Career Technical Education (CTE) public awareness 
and the resulting career opportunities through the Commission’s Cal-SOAP.  The budget act 
requires the Commission to consult with the California Department of Education and the 
Chancellor’s Office of the California Community Colleges in determining the projects and 
activities for these funds. 
 
CSAC staff consulted with staff from the California Department of Education (CDE), the 
Chancellor’s Office of the California Community Colleges (CCCCO), the Department of 
Finance (DOF) and the Governor’s Office of the Secretary of Education (OSE) over the 
course of several meetings as noted below: 
 

 October 17, 2008 meeting with CDE  
 
 November 4, 2008 meeting with CCCCO, DOF, and OSE 

 
 November 19, 2008 conference call with CDE, CCCCO, DOF, and OSE 

 
 November 20, 2008 conference call with staff of CDE and CCCCO  

 
 November 24, 2008 meeting with CDE, CCCCO, DOF, and OSE 
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During these discussions, CSAC staff learned the following: 
 

 DOF indicated that the Administration’s intent was for CTE activities to be focused on 
middle and high school students through a regional approach; 

 
 Several meeting participants indicated a blend of statewide and regional activities 

would be acceptable; 
 

 CDE suggested that the message should indicate that even in tough economic times, 
California has financial aid to assist students with their college and career goals; 

 
 CTE materials are available that link the CCCCO websites:  

www.icanaffordcollege.com and www.whodouwant2be.com  
 

 No collateral materials are available linking the CCCCO materials to Cal -SOAP, 
CSAC, or Cash for College (CFC). 

 
At the Commission’s November 20-21, 2008 meeting, the Cal-SOAP program directors 
voiced their point of view that funds should be directed regionally at the local level in direct 
service activities. They also indicated they would want to see Cal-SOAP materials localized. 
They did not think it would be valuable to spend funds on a statewide media campaign. 
 
Based on this information, CSAC staff proposes using a phased-in approach.  Phase 1 
would allocate $125,000 to target high school students completing a Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) during the January 1, 2009 through March 2, 2009 Cal Grant 
deadline.  Activities would be funded as follows: 

 
• $45,000 for printing and distributing CTE material 
 
• $80,000 for radio media buys 

 
As of the writing of this agenda item, Cash for College Scholarship Study Foundation 
partners have generously offered to assist the CFC program by providing funding to fill a 
critical shortfall in the Cal-SOAP CFC workshops included in Phase 1.  Cash for College will 
continue its commitment to provide CTE collateral materials to all workshop participants.  
 
At the November 24, 2008 meeting with CDE, CCCCO, DOF and OSE representatives, 
Executive Director Diana Fuentes-Michel asked that CSAC, CDE and CCCCO designate 
staff to work on the Phase I materials, radio ad elements, and messaging. 
 
The vast majority of funding would be preserved for Phase II for spring classroom and other 
activities not related to the senior year financial aid application window.  Phase II projects 
and activities will be developed after additional consultation with the departments noted 
above and the Cal-SOAP project directors.   A planning/meeting process will be developed 
for Phase II and shared with partners. 
 
 
Responsible Person:  Janet McDuffie 

Chief Administration and External Affairs  

http://www.icanaffordcollege.com/
http://www.whodouwant2be.com/
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