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Information Item 
 

California Student Aid Commission 
 

Presentation by the California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC) 
on a report on undergraduate enrollment demand projections 

 
 
 
Dr. Stacy Wilson, Senior Researcher and Policy Analyst for 
the California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC), 
has been invited by the Commission to discuss his report on 
undergraduate enrollment demand projections.  His 
presentation is enclosed. 
 
Dr. Wilson currently serves as a Senior Research Analyst for 
the California Postsecondary Education.  His primary 
responsibilities include coordinating the review of proposals for 
new academic degree programs and college campuses.  He 
also conducts policy research on issues pertaining to 
educational equity and access and was appointed to the Cal-
SOAP Advisory Committee in 2006.  Dr. Wilson teaches 
quantitative research methods in the Department of Public 
Administration at California State University, East Bay and was 
awarded the Distinguished Professor of the Year Award in 
2000. 
 
He received his B.A in Political Science from the University of 
California at Berkeley and a doctorate degree from the 
University of San Francisco in Cognition and Student 
Learning. 
 
 
Responsible Person(s): Diana Fuentes-Michel 

Executive Director 
California Student Aid 
Commission 

     



READY OR NOT, HERE THEY COME:
The Complete Series of Undergraduate 

Enrollment Demand and Capacity 
Projections, 2009–2019

California Postsecondary Education Commission
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The Complete Series of Undergraduate Enrollment 
Demand and Capacity Projections, 2009–2019
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Factors Influencing Enrollment Demand

•

 

the election of President Barrack Obama, who is calling for 
greater college participation and is releasing federal stimulus 
dollars to support college access;

•

 

the Governor’s 2010 State of the State Address expressing 
his desire to gradually increase higher education 
apportionment funding to 10.0 percent of the state’s general 
fund;

•

 

California State University’s innovative recruitment efforts, 
one of which seeks to increase the representation of Black 
students by disseminating admission information at 
predominately Black churches;

 

clip available at: www.calstate.edu/supersunday/
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Factors Influencing Enrollment Demand

•

 

The University of California’s scholastic eligibility component 
that seeks to increase the enrollment of inter-city youth 
attending low-performing public high schools by granting 
admission to those students that place within the top 4 
percent of the graduating class on UC college-preparatory 
subjects;

•

 

a projected two-year state budget deficient of nearly $20.0 
billion that is being resolved and a federal deficit of $1.6 
trillion;

•

 

a gradual California economic recovery that is beginning to 
post modest recovery statistics in major sectors; and

•

 

the establishment of a legislative subcommittee to revisit 
California’s Master Plan for Higher Education.
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Research Question 1: What is the level of public undergraduate enrollment 
demand anticipated between 2008 and 2019 by higher education system and 
ethnicity?
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Research Question 1: What is the level of public undergraduate enrollment 
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Research Question 2: What level of public investment is required

 

to fully fund 
the Commission’s Mid-Range Forecast of undergraduate enrollment 
demand over the next ten years?
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Research Question 3: What is the magnitude of the educational opportunity 
gap that might result if the state is unable or unwilling to fully fund 
undergraduate enrollment demand in the near term?
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Research Question 4: What are the major economic and social consequences of 
not fully funding undergraduate enrollment demand?
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Research Question 5: What is the amount of additional assignable

 

square feet 
(ASF) of lecture and laboratory space needed by the higher education system 
to meet enrollment growth over the next ten years?  What are the

 

required 
capital investment costs by higher education system?
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Research Question 6: What cost-cutting efficiencies should be 
explored as viable alternatives to constructing 
new classroom facilities?

Cost-effective solutions include: 
•

 

New capital projects with an emphasis on shared facility use;
•

 

Distance education arrangements and technology-mediated 
instruction;

•

 

Evening and weekend course offerings;
•

 

Instructional practices that lead students to be more 
proficient learners so they can realize their educational 
aspirations more quickly. 

–

 

Examples include practices that foster student 
engagement and discovery, time on task, and self-paced 
learning tend to make students more proficient learners, 
thereby reducing time-to-degree. 
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Questions?
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Impetus for the Report

•

 

Update policymakers and the general public on the 
range of institutions serving California and the 
importance of incorporating the independents as 
part of state higher education long-range planning.

•

 

Provide a benchmark estimate of undergraduate 
demand for the independents by student ethnicity 
and institution type.

•

 

Highlight key demographic and economic factors that 
influence demand for the independents.

•

 

Identify additional data elements that would enable 
CPEC to derive undergraduate projections for the 
independents that are more refined and useful for 
higher education planning. 
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Classification of Independent Colleges and 
Universities in California

•

 

Doctoral Research
•

 

Comprehensive, FTES over 5,000
•

 

Comprehensive, FTES under 5,000
•

 

Liberal arts, above average endowments
•

 

Liberal arts, average endowments, FTES over 1,000
•

 

Small Liberal arts, average endowments, FTES under 
1,000

•

 

Creative Arts
•

 

Specialized
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Total Enrollments, 2000-2007
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Mid-Range Forecast by Category
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What we had to work with…

•

 

Student Level Status
•

 

Institution Attended
•

 

Ethnicity
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What we would like to have…

•

 

Longitudinal data pertaining to community  
college transfer, freshmen enrollments and 
graduation rates.

•

 

Freshmen and transfer persistence and 
graduation rates

•

 

Gender, age and ethnicity of students. 
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Meetings with AICCU

•

 

CPEC staff will continue to explore with 
AICCU the possibility of independent colleges 
and universities reporting more data elements 
so that future enrollment projections will be 
more refined and useful to educational 
planners and public officials. 
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Factors Influencing Demand

•

 

Enrollment caps
•

 

A recognition that net price in the independent 
segment affects enrollments.

•

 

The level of governmentally and institutionally 
provided financial assistance available.

•

 

The relationship between net prices in the public 
segment and net prices in the independent sector.

•

 

The perceived educational value and instructional 
quality in the independent sector.

•

 

Dollar value of the Cal Grant.
•

 

The level of tuition dependency.
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Key Comments & Recommendations Submitted 
by AICCU

•

 

Projected growth in undergraduate demand is 
too low.

•

 

A demographic forecast model might yield 
misleading results when applied to the 
independents.

•

 

The use of a mid-point single growth factor 
will result in inaccurate demand estimates.
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