
7.a 
 

Action/Information Item 
 

California Student Aid Commission 
 

Update on State Issues and Legislation and Consideration of Positions on 
Bills Affecting the Commission 

 
 
The Governance and Monitoring Committee will present a 
report of its consideration of this item at its April 15, 2008, 
meeting. 
 
This agenda item will provide an update on legislative bills 
that have been introduced in the 2007-08 legislative 
session. 
 
The second year of the two-year legislative session began 
on January 7th.  February 22nd was the last day for new 
bills to be introduced. The Legislature has until May 30th to 
pass new bills out of the house of origin. 
 
Enclosed are: 1) the State Issues and Legislative Update, 
2) staff recommendations for 2008 bills, 3) individual bill 
analysis for each of the staff recommended bills, 4) a list of 
bills currently being tracked by Commission staff, including 
newly-introduced bills, 5) the bill summaries, 6) the 
Commission’s Legislative Principles for 2007-08, and 7) 
2008 Legislative Calendar. 

 
Recommended Action:.  Review updated information and 
adopt official positions on proposed legislation.   
 
 
Responsible Person:  Ann Shimasaki, Legislative Liaison 

Governmental and Public Affairs 
Division 
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STATE ISSUES AND LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
 
State Budget 
The Legislative Analyst’s Office has indicated that California faces a $16 billion budget 
deficit, $1.5 billion more than Governor Schwarzenegger had anticipated in his January 
10th proposed budget release.   The Department of Finance is developing the May 
Revision of the budget which will be released mid-May.  The May Revision will include 
updated estimates of state revenue based largely on personal and corporate income tax 
receipts after the April 15th tax deadline as well as adjustments to caseload and 
population for various agencies.  In addition, the May revision will reflect the Governor’s 
plan to reduce spending by implementing a 10 percent across-the-board reduction to 
nearly every General Fund program. While some preliminary hearings have taken place, 
the budget hearings will gain speed after the Governor releases his May Revision to the 
budget.  
 
The full Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee met on March 13th to discuss 
budget cuts on higher education, including the Governor’s proposed elimination of new 
awards to the Competitive Cal Grant program. At the hearing, Executive Director Diana 
Fuentes-Michel urged the Legislature to support the recommendation of the Legislative 
Analyst’s Office to reject Governor Schwarzenegger’s proposed reduction of $57.4 
million to phase out the Competitive Cal Grant program and augment the proposed 
reduced amount by $925,000 to fully cover new competitive award recipients. Executive 
Director Michel testified on the detrimental impact the elimination would have on the 
lowest income student’s ability to afford college. 
 
The Commission voted unanimously at its Commission meeting on Thursday, February 
28, 2008, to oppose Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 2008-09 budget proposal to 
eliminate new awards to the Competitive Cal Grant A and B, a program that provides 
financial access to postsecondary education for non-traditional, returning, and older 
adult students. 
 
The Assembly Budget Subcommittee 2 on Higher Education plans to meet early April. 
Both houses plan to meet through April to address concerns regarding Governor 
Schwarzenegger’s 2008-09 proposed budget to reduce state spending by 10%, 
scheduled to go into effect on July 1, 2008.  
 
Legislation 
The second year of this legislative session is fully underway. Newly introduced 
legislation is currently heard in the house of origin, while legislation introduced last year 
is heard in the second house. Bills that did not make it out of the house of origin are 
considered dead bills. The Legislature has until May 30th to pass new bills out of the 
house of origin. 
 
Last Friday, April 4th, Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata notified Members of the 
Legislature of a change in light of the current budget crisis that all bills with a general 
fund cost of $50,000 or more will automatically go to the Senate suspense file, which 
means, the majority of active bills in the legislature will not pass out of the Legislature. 
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Exceptions will be made for bills paid for through special funds. Normally, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee places bills on suspense if they cost more than $150,000.  
 
The Governmental Affairs unit is currently monitoring thirty-six bills, in which twenty-
seven are new bills. Of the thirty-six bills, twenty-three are considered Impact Bills, bills 
that may have a direct impact on Commission programs and services, and thirteen are 
considered Watch Bills, bills that currently do not have a direct impact on Commission 
programs and services but need to monitor as they relate to the Commission’s 
operations.  
 
At the April 19, 2007 Commission meeting, the Commission took positions on five bills: 
SB 160, AB 175, AB 302, AB 1540, and AB 1578.  One of these bills, AB 1540 (Bass, 
Chapter 741, Statutes of 2007) – The Cash for College Program – was signed by the 
Governor on October 14, 2007. The four other Commission-supported bills: SB 160, AB 
175, AB 302, and AB 1578, did not make it out of the house of origin and are considered 
dead bills; therefore they have been deleted from the legislative update.  
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2008 BILLS 

 
 
The Governmental Affairs unit has recommended nine bills for the Commission’s 
consideration in the Governance and Monitoring Committee and provided rationale for 
their inclusion in the following list of bills.   
 
For each of the bills, a bill summary is provided in the following pages and a bill analysis 
is provided separately, which details all policy issues and financial concerns for the 
Commission to consider. 
 
Commission staff suggests that the Commission consider doing the following: 
 

1. Read each bill analysis to discuss the policy intention of how the bill will impact 
Commission programs and services; 

2. Study each bill analysis to determine the financial impact on the Commission; 
and 

3. Take two separate bill positions for each bill, 

a. A position when the bill is in policy committee; and 

b. A position when the bill is in appropriations committee.  

 
Currently, the Commission is not in a fiscal state to significantly expand current 
programs or administer new programs without additional General Fund support to hire 
new staff to handle the increase workload and defray the Commission’s costs associated 
with the bills. 
 
For this meeting, Commission staff has identified three specialized program bills and 
three Cal Grant bills, which would have an impact on Commission programs and 
services and are intended to extend award eligibility to a greater number of applicants, 
including students who have military service. Additionally, staff has identified three other 
postsecondary bills which, though they do not directly impact the Commission’s 
programs and services, do support the Commission’s mission and legislative principles.  
 
The nine bills are divided into three groups: 
 
1. Specialized Bills: 

AB 1059 (De Leon) Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grants 
SB 1158 (Scott) Student Financial Aid: Assumption Program 
SB 1656 (Romero) Assumption Program of Loans for Education 
 

2. Cal Grant Bills: 
AB 2082 (Salas) Student Financial Aid: Military Service 
AB 2365 (De La Torre) Cal Grant B Awards: Award Amounts 
SB 1219 (Cedillo) Student Financial Aid: Member of the Armed Forces  

 
3. Other Postsecondary Bills: 

AB 2083 (Nunez) Student Financial Aid: Institutional Eligibility 
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SB 1301 (Cedillo) Student Financial Aid (California Dream Act) 
SB 1355 (Corbett) Private Student Loans 

 
These bills were selected because they meet the Commission’s Legislative Objectives, 
which states: 
 

Due to an economic downturn and scarce General Fund resources, the 
Commission’s programs, and the students we serve are vulnerable to 
General Fund reductions. The Commission will continue work to increase 
and expand the support of the Legislature and the Executive branch for 
the following:  

• The Cal Grant Entitlement and Competitive Programs;  
• All Specialized aid programs; 
• Cal-SOAP, Public Awareness, and Cash for College programs as 

a State General Fund priority; and 
• Continued evaluation of the opportunities offered through, and the 

potential impact to, the Commission and EDFUND model in light of 
the potential sale of EDFUND.  

 
Furthermore, each of the nine bills supports the Commission’s Legislative Principles, 
which states: 
 

Recognizing the critical need to maintain Legislative and Executive 
support for postsecondary educational opportunities, the Commission 
adopts the following general statement of principles to guide staff in 
consideration of legislation and related policy issues: 

• Foster Educational Access and Affordability; 
• Ensure the Availability of Information on Educational 

Opportunities; 
• Preserve the Flow of Financial Aid; and 
• Ensure Adequate Support and Flexibility for Commission 

Operations and its programs. 
 

Each of these Legislative Principles is discussed in further detail under each of the 
recommended bills.  
 

Specialized Bills 
 
AB 1059 (De Leon) - Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grants 
Staff Recommendation in Policy Committee: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support, this bill does not 
significantly increase the Commission’s workload or costs.   
 
This bill would expand the existing Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grant 
program, but would not have General Fund pressure since the new awards are subject 
to the availability of federal funds through the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
Act of 1990 (P.L. 97-35). 
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Background: Current law established the Child Development Teacher and Supervisor 
Grant Program as a need-based grant designed to encourage students to enter the field 
of child care and development in a licensed children’s center.  Students who plan to 
enroll at least half-time in coursework leading to a Child Development Permit as teacher, 
master teacher, site supervisor or program director, are eligible to apply through the 
institution they plan to attend. To receive funding, students must sign a Service 
Commitment Agreement stating they will provide one year of full-time service in a 
licensed children’s center for each year they receive the grant. 
 
Legislative Principles:  AB 1059 supports the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
fostering educational access and opportunity by encouraging the expansion of financial 
aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate financial need 
as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise. 
 
 
SB 1158 (Scott) -Student Financial Aid: Assumption Program. 
Staff Recommendation in Policy Committee: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support, this bill does not 
significantly increase the Commission’s workload or costs.   
 
SB 1158 “cleans up” current Education Code, extends currently allocated assumption 
benefits to a limited number of credentialed teachers, adds leave of absence conditions 
and part-time service equivalence similar to the SNAPLE program, and places a ten-
year cap on the use of benefits. 

 
SB 1158 does not provide for any new award allocations, but do expand and enhance 
the existing APLE program with little or no General Fund impact.  As such they are more 
likely to be passed out of the house of origin. 
 
Background: The Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE), administered by 
the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) was established in 1983 to provide loan 
assumption benefits to credentialed teachers.   The program is designed to increase the 
number of qualified teachers in low-income schools, lowest-performing schools, rural 
schools, state special schools, or critical shortage subject areas.  Since its inception, the 
APLE program has provided assumption assistance to over 65,000 teachers.  
 
Legislative Principles: SB 1158 upholds the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
fostering educational access and opportunity by encouraging the expansion of financial 
aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate financial need 
as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise. 

 
 
SB 1656 (Romero) - Assumption Program of Loans for Education.   
Staff Recommendation in Policy Committee: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support, this bill does not 
significantly increase the Commission’s workload or costs.   
 
SB 1656 recruits APLE participants to teach in Department of Juvenile Justice facilities 
of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.  Statewide, there are 
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eight juvenile facilities with a population of about 2,500 youth.  As of February 29, 2008, 
there were 138 vacancies for 267.6 positions or approximately a 52% vacancy rate.  
 
SB 1656 does not provide for any new award allocations, but do expand and enhance 
the existing APLE program with little or no General Fund impact.  As such they are more 
likely to be passed out of the house of origin. 
 
Background: The Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE), administered by 
the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) was established in 1983 to provide loan 
assumption benefits to credentialed teachers.   The program is designed to increase the 
number of qualified teachers in low-income schools, lowest-performing schools, rural 
schools, state special schools, or critical shortage subject areas.  Since its inception, the 
APLE program has provided assumption assistance to over 65,000 teachers.  
 
Legislative Principles: SB 1656 upholds the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
fostering educational access and opportunity by encouraging the expansion of financial 
aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate financial need 
as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise. 

 

Cal Grant Bills 
 

AB 2082 (Salas) - Student Financial Aid: Military Service.   
Staff Recommendation in Policy Committee: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support if Amended. The bill 
has a fiscal impact. Currently, the bill does not identify new funding to support the 
implementation of the bill. The Commission only supports the bill if the Legislature 
appropriates funding to support the Commission’s workload increase and costs 
associated with the bill.   
 
This bill would afford Competitive Cal Grant selection consideration to students serving 
in the National Guard with at least two years of service. 
 
Governor Schwarzenegger has indicated in his State of the State speech that he would 
like to offer education benefits to California Veterans and servicemen who serve 
California.  This bill allows for revision of the selection criteria matrix to include 
consideration for National Guard members, though they would still have to meet the 
income and asset ceilings and all other Cal Grant eligibility and compete with other low-
income deserving applicants. 

 
Background: Under Senate Bill 1644 (Chapter 403, Statutes of 2000), California 
students who do not meet the eligibility criteria for a Cal Grant Entitlement award may 
compete for 22,500 Competitive Cal Grant awards. These awards are not an entitlement 
— not “guaranteed,” as are the Cal Grant Entitlement awards.  Competitive awards are 
limited to the statutory number. 

 
In his January Proposed Budget, the Governor proposed the elimination of all new 
Competitive Cal Grant awards with the intent to ultimately phase out the entire program.  

 
Legislative Principles: AB 2082 supports the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
fostering educational access and opportunity by encouraging the expansion of financial 
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aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate financial need 
as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise. 
 
 
AB 2365 (De La Torre) - Cal Grant B awards: Award Amount 
Staff Recommendation in Policy Committee: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support, this bill does not 
significantly increase the Commission’s workload or costs.   
 
This bill would provide tuition and fee assistance to Cal Grant B recipients in their first 
academic year.  Though the current financial climate of California is unfavorable to such 
a significant increase in the amount of the Cal Grant B award, this bill accomplishes two 
noteworthy goals:  AB 2365 provides for a gradual increase in General Fund impact to 
ease the State out of the coming difficult budget years while at the same time bolstering 
student access and affordability; and it keeps the needs of California’s poorest students 
ever before the Legislature and the Governor. 
 
Background: The State began the "State Scholarship Program" in 1955, which later 
became Cal Grant A.  By the mid-1960s, it was clear that students from the lowest 
income families needed more than just tuition and fees, or access would not be 
achieved.  The "College Opportunity Grant" (COG) was enacted to add a stipend for 
books, supplies, dormitories, etc., to the tuition and fee support.  COG, which later 
became Cal Grant B, did not provide tuition and fee support in the first year because it 
was assumed that really low-income students would go to community colleges (and 
should be encouraged to do so).  Only the best and the brightest would go straight to 
four-year schools, which is why only the "top 2%" of current Cal Grant B students 
receive tuition and fee support.  The notion that low-income students could not or should 
not enroll directly in a four-year college or university is no longer widely shared by 
policymakers, but the program structure has not changed. 

 
During the first year of the 2007-08 Legislative Session, the Commission took a Support 
position on AB 302 (De La Torre) - Cal Grant B Entitlement Awards: Award Amount, but 
the bill died.  AB 175 (Price) of 2007, which also died, provided for a gradual, indexed 
increase in the Cal Grant B Access grant.  Assembly Member De La Torre reintroduced 
a new bill, AB 2365, that mirrors AB 302 and AB 175. 

 
Legislative Principles: AB 2365 promotes the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
fostering educational access and opportunity by supporting full fee funding for Cal Grant 
students at the public universities and a maximum Cal Grant award that supports the 
ability of students to choose to attend a private university. 

 
 
SB 1219 (Cedillo) - Student Financial Aid: Member of the Armed Forces.   
Staff Recommendation in Policy Committee: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support if Amended. The bill 
has a fiscal impact. Currently, the bill does not identify new funding to support the 
implementation of the bill. The Commission only supports the bill if the Legislature 
appropriates funding to support the Commission’s workload increase and costs 
associated with the bill.   
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This bill would expand and enhance existing Commission programs, but is expected to 
have General Fund pressure and to be under great debate by the Department of 
Finance.  

 
SB 1219 expands the Cal Grant Entitlement program by adding an older, returning 
population.  This bill still requires the applicants to meet income and asset ceilings and 
all other Cal Grant eligibility, including supplemental verification similar to that prescribed 
by AB 840 for our California Community College Transfer Cal Grant Entitlement 
Program. 

Background: The Ortiz-Pacheco-Poochigian-Vasconcellos Cal Grant Entitlement 
Program (SB 1644, Chapter 403, Statutes of 2000) was designed by the Legislature to 
guarantee Cal Grants to all California high school graduates meeting the minimum 
income and grade point average requirements when applying in the year of their high 
school graduation or year following their high school graduation.  However, many of our 
young men and women decide to serve our country immediately upon graduating from 
high school, foregoing Entitlement Cal Grant consideration. 

 
Legislative Principles: SB 1219 reinforces the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
fostering educational access and affordability by cultivating legislative and budget 
actions that protect, strengthen, and increase the state’s General Fund commitment to 
student financial aid, and by advocating for the expansion of the Cal Grant program and 
for increases in the value of all Cal Grant awards to help defray the cost of obtaining a 
postsecondary education. 
 

Other Postsecondary Bills 
 
AB 2083 (Nunez) Student Financial Aid: Institutional Financial Aid Eligibility 
Staff Recommendation: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support, this bill does not 
increase the Commission’s workload or costs.   
 
AB 2083 requires the California Community Colleges and California State University and 
request the University of California to establish procedures and forms that would enable 
AB 540 students to be eligible to receive institutional financial aid awards.  AB 2083 
does not give undocumented California residents preference over other students when 
awarding institutional financial aid, but allows these students to compete for aid by 
matching their academic accomplishments, civic service, and deportment against other 
students. 

 
Background: Existing law permits that a person, other than a non-immigrant alien, as 
defined, who attends high school in California for at least three years, who graduates 
from a California high school or the equivalent, who attends an accredited 
postsecondary institution in California not earlier than the 2001-02 academic year, and 
who, if an alien without lawful immigration status, files a prescribed affidavit, is exempt 
from paying nonresident tuition at the CSU and CCC.  

 
In the first year of the 2007-08 Legislative Session, Senator Cedillo initiated two similar 
bills, SB 1 and SB 160, which extended state administered student financial aid benefits 
to AB 540 students.  The Commission supported both; however, SB 1 was vetoed by the 
Governor, and SB 160 did not make it out of the house of origin, hence died.  
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Legislative Principles: AB 2083 supports the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
encouraging the expansion of financial aid to the growing number of California college 
students who demonstrate financial need as the cost of completing a postsecondary 
education continues to rise. 

 
 
SB 1301 Cedillo) Student Financial Aid: Institutional Financial Aid Eligibility (The 
California Dream Act) 
Staff Recommendation: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support, this bill does not 
increase the Commission’s workload or costs.   
 
SB 1301 is a companion bill to AB 2083; both bills are nearly identical and are intended 
to assist AB 540 students. SB 1301 requires the California Community Colleges and 
California State University and request the University of California to establish 
procedures and forms that would enable AB 540 students to be eligible to receive 
institutional financial aid awards.  AB 2083 and SB 1301 do not give undocumented 
California residents preference over other students when awarding institutional financial 
aid, but allow these students to compete for aid by matching their academic 
accomplishments, civic service, and deportment against other students. 
 
Background: Existing law permits that a person, other than a non-immigrant alien, as 
defined, who attends high school in California for at least three years, who graduates 
from a California high school or the equivalent, who attends an accredited 
postsecondary institution in California not earlier than the 2001-02 academic year, and 
who, if an alien without lawful immigration status, files a prescribed affidavit, is exempt 
from paying nonresident tuition at the CSU and CCC.  
 
In the first year of the 2007-08 Legislative Session, Senator Cedillo initiated two similar 
bills, SB 1 and SB 160, which extended state administered student financial aid benefits 
to AB 540 students.  The Commission supported both; however, SB 1 was vetoed by the 
Governor, and SB 160 did not make it out of the house of origin, hence died.  
 
Legislative Principles: SB 1301 supports the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
encouraging the expansion of financial aid to the growing number of California college 
students who demonstrate financial need as the cost of completing a postsecondary 
education continues to rise. 

 
 
SB 1355 (Corbett) Postsecondary Education: Private Student Loans. 
Recommendation: Support 
Staff Recommendation in Appropriations Committee: Support, this bill does not 
increase the Commission’s workload or costs.   
 
This bill requires all public and private postsecondary institutions to clearly distinguish 
between federal and private loans in all financial aid awards and materials.  Statements 
must include information about rates, fees, and availability and benefits of federal loans 
over private loans. 
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Background: In 2007, very public investigations began into educational loan lender 
abuses.  With the fallout of sub-prime loans, reduction of profitability of student loans 
following the subsidy cuts enacted by Congress in 2007 and in the previous Congress, 
escalating student indebtedness and college affordability issues, the world of 
educational loans has become a quagmire for the average postsecondary student and 
family. 
 
Legislative Principles:  SB 1355 supports the Commission’s Legislative Principle of 
encouraging continued bipartisan support for continued access to lower interest federal 
student loans administered through EDFUND. 
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AB 1059 (De Leon) 

Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grant Program 
As Amended June 1, 2007 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki Legislative Contact:: Lisa Chin 

Phone: (916) 319-2045 Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Fax: (916) 319-2145 Email: ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 

 
 

 

Address:  Room 4140 

I. Summary 
 

This bill would amend the Child Development Grant Program. 
 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 

Current Legislation:   
 

Current law established the Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grant Program 
(Program) as a need-based grant designed to encourage students to enter the field of child 
care and development in a licensed children’s center.  Students who plan to enroll at least 
half-time in coursework leading to a Child Development Permit as teacher, master teacher, 
site supervisor or program director, are eligible to apply through the institution they plan to 
attend. To receive funding, students must sign a Service Commitment Agreement stating they 
will provide one year of full-time service in a licensed children’s center for each year they 
receive the grant. 

 
a. Proposed:  

 
As amended on June 1, 2007, this bill deletes the Pre-Kindergarten Assumption 
Program of Loans for Education. 
 
This bill deletes the criteria for program participants, approved courses of study, and 
eligibility under the Program. 
 
As amended, this bill expresses the legislature intent to allow up to 400 new grants 
subject to available federal funds from the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
Act of 1990 (P.L. 97-35).  

 
III. Analysis 

 
Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
 
According to the author’s office, the purpose of this bill is to create new financial incentives for 
college attendance to attract and retain teachers to early care and education field.  This 
expansion would focus on low-performing school areas in an effort to decrease the 
achievement gap in the earliest grades. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending. 
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Legislative Principles:
 
 AB 1059 supports the Commission’s Legislative Principle of fostering educational access 
and opportunity by encouraging the expansion of financial aid to the growing number of 
California college students who demonstrate financial need as the cost of completing a 
postsecondary education continues to rise.  
 
Implementation Concerns: 
 
Below are the remaining unresolved implementation concerns from the February 23rd 
analysis: 
 
CDE and the Commission have an interagency agreement to disburse funds and administer 
the program.  The author may wish to contact the California Department of Education about 
the increase to the amount and number of awards under the Program because the federal 
government provides available funds from the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act 
of 1990. The federal government needs to be aware of the increase so that federal funds 
continue to be made available. 
 
Because the amount of the award for each academic year is going to be increased by $1,000 
each, the maximum amount should also be amended.  The current maximum amount is set at 
$6,000.  It is suggested that the maximum amount be increased to at least $8,000. 
 
Technical Concerns: 
 
It appears that the deletion of Section 69622 on page 10 lines 21-39 and on page 11, lines 1-
22, was made inadvertently.  Only paragraph (3) & (4) of subdivision (b) on page 10, lines 32-
39, and paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) on page 11, lines 8-13, should have been stricken. 

 
Other Support: 

 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
California Federation of Teachers 
California State PTA 
Children Now 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids 
National Council of La Raza 
PICO California 
Preschool California 
Service Employees International Union 
Sound of Music Preschool and Kindergarten 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None on file.  
 

IV. Financial Impact 
 

Commission Impact 
 
This bill would not impact the Commission’s costs. 
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General Fund Impact 
 
Currently under the Program, the federal government provides all of the funds ($304,000 
in FY 2007-08) through the Child Development Block Grant Act of 1990.  There is no general 
fund appropriation.  Also, under the current program, the trend has been 80% of the 
awards go to two year participants and 20% go to four-year participants.  

  
Under AB 1059, current federal funds would only cover the renewal awards.  Federal funding 
would need to cover both the 400 new awards per year and the increase of $1,000 for the two 
year and four year participants.   The Commission estimates the increase for the 2007-08 
fiscal year would be:  

 
Number of Participants Amount 
320 participants at a two year institution (80%) $640,000 
80 participants at the four year institution (20%) $240,000 
400 renewal participants increase $304,000 
Total: $1.2 million 
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SB 1158 (Scott) 

Assumption Program of Loans for Education 
Amended April 2, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 

 
 

I. Summary 
 
This bill would establish no more than 400 annual warrants for credentialed teachers, limit the 
number of warrants that can be issued to out-of-state teachers to no more than 50 per year, and 
reduce the number of warrants that can be issued to district interns from 500 to 100 per year. 
 

 

Legislative Contact: Nancy Anton 
Phone: (916) 651-4105 
Fax: (916) 445-7799 
Address: State Capitol, Room 2083 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 
Current Legislation:   
 
The Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE), described in California Education 
Code (Ed Code) Sections 69612 to 69615.6, was designed by the Legislature to address 
California’s growing shortage of quality classroom teachers in specific subject areas, and in 
schools serving large populations of pupils from low-income families, schools serving rural 
areas, schools with a high percentage of teachers holding emergency permits, or schools with 
any or all of these characteristics. 
 
The issuance of warrant in any fiscal year is determined by the Governor and the Legislature in 
the Annual Budget Act and priority for these agreements is to be given to applicants who are 
recipients of federally subsidized loans or other need-based loans as determined by the 
Commission and for those who agree to obtain a teaching credential in mathematics or science. 
 

a. Proposed:  
 

As amended April 2, 2008, this bill does the following: 
 

• Moves definitions for “eligible institutions” and “eligible schools” to Section 69612.3 
of the Education Code and “cleans up” Section 69613; 

• Adds provision for part-time service for the equivalent of four full-time academic 
years; 

• Adds provisions for leave of absence or deferral of the resumption of loan liability 
for one-year, or longer period if approved by the Commission, in cases of serious 
illness, pregnancy, or other natural causes, active military status, or natural 
disaster; 

• Requires that the 400 new warrants be for credentialed teachers teaching at 
schools ranked in the lowest two deciles on the Academic Performance Index; 

• Changes “emergency permits” to “provisional internship permits;” 
• Changes “high priority schools” to “schools ranked in the lowest two deciles on the 

Academic Performance Index;” 
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• Adds if a program participant fails to redeem a warrant for student loan assumption 
within 10 years of the warrant’s issuance, the participant shall assume full liability 
for all student loan obligations; 

• Requires $1,000 bonus for teaching math, science and special education be at a 
school in the in the lowest 60 percentile of Academic Performance Index rankings; 

• Deletes “teacher trainee programs.” 
  

III. Analysis 
 

Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
  

None provided. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending 
 
Legislative Principles:   

 
The Commission will foster educational access and opportunity by encouraging the expansion 
of financial aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate financial 
need as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise.  
 
Implementation Concerns Remaining after 04-02-08 Amendments: 
 
This bill would require additional APLE automation to accommodate participants who are 
credentialed teachers to enter into the program.  New Business Rules and Requirements would 
need to be written. 
 
The author may wish to update the APLE priority criteria because there may not be a sufficient 
amount awards for all eligible applicants.   

• Section 69615.6 (d) (3) which gives priority to applicants who are the recipients of 
federally subsidized loans or other need-based loans is the only criteria that could be 
applied to all applicants.     

• Section 69615.6 (d) (4) of the Education Code states that priority for these agreements 
shall be given to applicants who agree to obtain a teaching credential in mathematics or 
science.  This should be updated to, “agree to obtain or have obtained,” to include 
credentialed teachers.  

• If no additional priority criterion is established, the Commission will have to use the on-
line application submission date or paper received date.  

 
Other Support: 
 
None yet identified 

 
Other Opposition:  

 
None yet identified. 

 
IV. Financial Impact 
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Commission Impact 
 
Requires minimal adjustments to APLE automation and would have minimal fiscal impact. The 
Commission may experience an increase in printing, postage, training, and general operating 
expenses. 

• Fiscal Impact:  On-going costs of $2,000. 
 
General Fund Impact 
 
For the proposal to decrease District Intern allocations from 500 to 100: 

a. The District Intern program has never used all of the 500 allocations.  Utilization ranges 
from 104 to 235 annually.   

b. Fiscal Impact:  None.  The bill does not reduce the overall number of APLE allocations. 
 
For the proposal to limit Out-of-State allocations to 50: 

a. The utilization of the Out-of-State allocations has continued to decline.  In 2006-07, 42 
warrants were issued for Out-of-State participants. 

b. Fiscal Impact:  None.  The bill does not reduce the overall number of APLE allocations. 
 
For the proposal to provide 400 allocations to Credentialed Teachers: 

a. The designation of no more than 400 allocations to current teachers employed at 
schools ranked in the lowest two deciles on the Academic Performance Index will 
increase program participation and encourage retention at the neediest schools. 

b. Fiscal Impact: This bill does not increase the State’s obligation beyond the existing 
7,400 allocations.   
 

 
V. Legislative History  

 
Chart 1 
Out of State    
Academic 
Year 

Authorized 
Allocation Number used 

2002-03 500 105 
2003-04 500 104 
2004-05 500 61 
2005-06 500 74 
2006-07 100 42 

 
Chart 2 
District 
Interns    
Academic 
Year 

Authorized 
Allocation Number used 

2002-03 500 218 
2003-04 500 104 
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2004-05 500 235 
2005-06 500 191 
2006-07 100 124 

 
As indicated in Chart 1 above, for the last five academic years, the number of out-of-state 
warrants used by the Commission, with the exception of 2006-07 with 42 used, has exceeded 
the 50 per year warrants allocated by SB 1158. The number of district intern warrants as 
indicated in Chart 2 above has also exceeded the 100 per year warrants allocated by SB 1158.  
 
The Legislature has demonstrated consistent policy and fiscal support for the APLE, starting in 
1983 with the enactment of legislation that focused on credentialed teachers: Chapter 498, 
Statutes of 1983 (SB 813). The enactment of Chapter 1483, Statutes of 1985 (SB 1208) and 
Chapter 1124, Statutes of 1986 (AB 3263) altered the focus of the APLE to concentrate on non-
credentialed individuals who were training to become fully credentialed teachers in areas where 
critical teacher shortages had been identified or in schools serving a large population of 
students from low-income families.  
 
Chapter 330, Statutes of 1998 (SB 1564) increased the number of APLE awards from 400 to 
4,500. This bill also increased the benefit limit and the number of years (from three to four 
years) a participant must teach to receive full APLE benefits. Chapter 667, Statutes of 1999 (AB 
1118) provided an additional 1,000 allocations to the APLE bringing the total number of potential 
new participants to 5,500 for the 1999-2000 academic year.  
 
Chapter 70, Statutes of 2000 (SB 1666) made significant changes to the administration of the 
APLE and to program benefits. The following provisions were phased in over a two-year period 
beginning in 2000-2001.  
 

a. The addition of 1,000 awards to the APLE, bringing the total awards to 6,500.  
 
b. The allocation of up to 500 awards to County Offices of Education for nominations of 

out-of-state teachers as an incentive to teach in California.  
 
c. The designation of 100 awards for individuals who agreed to teach in school districts 

serving rural areas.  
 
d. The designation of 100 awards for individuals who agreed to teach in school districts 

with a high percentage of teachers holding emergency teaching permits.  
 
e. The modification of the previous 10-unit-per-semester requirement to allow half-time 

enrollment as defined by the teaching institution.  
 
f. The addition of schools ranked in the lowest 20th percentile of the Academic 

Performance Index (API) to the list of existing teacher shortage areas.  
 
g. An increase in the maximum benefit amount, from $8,000 to $11,000.  
 
h. The addition of a $1,000 bonus per year for participants who perform teaching service in 

math, science, or special education. (An additional $1,000 per year of loan assumption 
benefits may be provided if the school is also ranked in the lowest 20th percentile of the 
API).  
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i. In 2002-2003, an additional 1,000 awards were authorized, bringing the total to 7,500. In 

2003-2004, an additional 200 were authorized, bringing the total to 7,700. And in 2003-
2004, there was a decrease in authorized awards of 200, making the total number of 
awards 7,500. In 2005-2006, an additional 500 awards were authorized bringing the total 
to 8,000.  
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SB 1656 (Romero) 

Assumption Program of Loans for Education 
Amended March 25, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 

 
 

I. Summary 
 
This bill would extend the Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE) eligibility to 
include otherwise qualified applicants who agree to teach full time at a school for juvenile 
offenders within a Division of Juvenile Justice facility of the Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation (DCR). 
 

 

Legislative Contact: Melinda Melendez 
Phone: (916) 651-4024, 651-4663 
Fax:  (916) 445-0485 
Address: State Capitol, Room 313 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 
Current Legislation:   
 
The Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE), described in California Education 
Code (Ed Code) Sections 69612 to 69615.6, was designed by the Legislature to address 
California’s growing shortage of quality classroom teachers in specific subject areas, and in 
schools serving large populations of pupils from low-income families, schools serving rural 
areas, schools with a high percentage of teachers holding emergency permits, or schools with 
any or all of these characteristics. 
 
The issuance of warrants in any fiscal year is determined by the Governor and the Legislature in 
the Annual Budget Act and priority for these agreements is to be given to applicants who are 
recipients of federally subsidized loans or other need-based loans as determined by the 
Commission and for those who agree to obtain a teaching credential in mathematics or science. 
 

a. Proposed:  
 

As amended March 25, 2008, this bill does the following: 
 

• Removes provision for APLE service to juvenile offenders in county probation 
facilities or to adult offenders within the Division of Education, Vocations, and 
Offenders Program of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. 

 
• Beginning March 1, 2009, and every January 1 thereafter, the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction and the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation shall furnish 
the Commission with a list of schools and programs for juvenile offenders within 
facilities of the Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ). 
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III. Analysis 
 

Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
 
Instructors in the DJJ (formerly California Youth Authority) face tremendous challenges, as 
many of their students are from dysfunctional families, struggle with behavior issues, and may 
ultimately have no outside support system.  Instructors in DJJ facilities are California’s final 
deterrent in steering our youth from a life of crime.  
 
Currently instructors in the DJJ are not eligible for the APLE program.  Instructors who serve 
incarcerated juveniles are no less worthy of the loan assistance provided by APLE.  This bill 
would make such instructors potentially eligible for APLE by expanding eligibility criteria to 
include DJJ facilities.  SB 1656 will serve as an important recruitment tool to bring quality 
instruction to these youth, and hopefully alter the course of their lives. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending. 
 
Legislative Principles:   
 
The Commission will work to foster educational access and opportunity by encouraging the 
expansion of financial aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate 
financial need as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise.  
 
Implementation Concerns Remaining after 03-25-08 Amendments: 
 
Participants must teach in a public elementary or secondary school to be eligible for assumption 
benefits under the current Education Code.  The author may wish to update section 69613.2 (b) 
of the Education Code to include teaching at a school for juvenile offenders within a Division of 
Juvenile Justice facility. 
 
Other Support: 
 
California Correctional Peace Officers Association 
Youth Law Center 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None yet identified. 
 

IV. Financial Impact 
 
Commission Impact 
 
Requires minimal adjustments to APLE automation.  No fiscal impact. 
 
General Fund Impact 
 
The Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE) consists of up to 7,400 allocations for 
those students currently enrolled or planning to enroll in a teacher preparation program at a 
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participating California postsecondary institution.  Applicants agree to teach up to four 
consecutive years in subject shortage areas or the following types of schools, as defined by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction: low income schools; low-performing schools; rural schools; 
schools with a high percentage of emergency permit teachers; state special schools; or self-
contained classrooms. 

 
While the proposed legislation increases the types of schools eligible for teaching service, it 
does not increase the number of APLE allocations.    

• This bill does not increase the State’s obligation beyond the existing 7,400 allocations.   
 

V. Legislative History  
 
The Legislature has demonstrated consistent policy and fiscal support for the APLE, starting in 
1983 with the enactment of legislation that focused on credentialed teachers: Chapter 498, 
Statutes of 1983 (SB 813). The enactment of Chapter 1483, Statutes of 1985 (SB 1208) and 
Chapter 1124, Statutes of 1986 (AB 3263) altered the focus of the APLE to concentrate on non-
credentialed individuals who were training to become fully credentialed teachers in areas where 
critical teacher shortages had been identified or in schools serving a large population of 
students from low-income families.  
 
Chapter 330, Statutes of 1998 (SB 1564) increased the number of APLE awards from 400 to 
4,500. This bill also increased the benefit limit and the number of years (from three to four 
years) a participant must teach to receive full APLE benefits. Chapter 667, Statutes of 1999 (AB 
1118) provided an additional 1,000 allocations to the APLE bringing the total number of potential 
new participants to 5,500 for the 1999-2000 academic year.  
 
Chapter 70, Statutes of 2000 (SB 1666) made significant changes to the administration of the 
APLE and to program benefits. The following provisions were phased in over a two-year period 
beginning in 2000-2001.  
 

a. The addition of 1,000 awards to the APLE, bringing the total awards to 6,500.  
 
b. The allocation of up to 500 awards to County Offices of Education for nominations of 

out-of-state teachers as an incentive to teach in California.  
 
c. The designation of 100 awards for individuals who agreed to teach in school districts 

serving rural areas.  
 
d. The designation of 100 awards for individuals who agreed to teach in school districts 

with a high percentage of teachers holding emergency teaching permits.  
 
e. The modification of the previous 10-unit-per-semester requirement to allow half-time 

enrollment as defined by the teaching institution.  
 
f. The addition of schools ranked in the lowest 20th percentile of the Academic 

Performance Index (API) to the list of existing teacher shortage areas.  
 
g. An increase in the maximum benefit amount, from $8,000 to $11,000.  
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h. The addition of a $1,000 bonus per year for participants who perform teaching service in 
math, science, or special education. (An additional $1,000 per year of loan assumption 
benefits may be provided if the school is also ranked in the lowest 20th percentile of the 
API).  

 
i. In 2002-2003, an additional 1,000 awards were authorized, bringing the total to 7,500. In 

2003-2004, an additional 200 were authorized, bringing the total to 7,700. And in 2003-
2004, there was a decrease in authorized awards of 200, making the total number of 
awards 7,500. In 2005-2006, an additional 500 awards were authorized bringing the total 
to 8,000.  

 
VI. Appendix 

 
Currently, DJJ has 8 juvenile facilities and two Camps.  They are: 
 

• DeWitt Nelson Youth Correctional Facility - Stockton 
• El Paso de Robles Youth Correctional Facility- Pasa Robles 
• Herman G. Stark Youth Correctional Facility- Chino 
• N.A. Chaderjian Youth Correctional Facility- Stockton 
• O.H. Close Youth Correctional Facility- Stockton 
• Pine Grove Youth Conservation Camp- Pine Grove 
• Preston Youth Correctional Facility- Ione 
• Southern Youth Correctional Reception Center- Norwalk 
• Ventura Youth Correctional Facility (the Ventura Camp is located right 

 next door to the facility) - Camarillo 
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AB 2082 (Salas) 

Student Financial Aid: Military Service  
Amended March 25, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 

 
 

I. Summary 
 
This bill would grant selection priority to students serving in the National Guard with at least two 
years of service when awarding March 2, and September 2, Competitive Cal Grants. 
 

 

Legislative Contact: Eric Worthen 
Phone: (916) 319-2079, 319-3550 
Fax: (916) 319-2179 
Address: State Capitol, Room 2137 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 
Current Legislation:   
 
Under Senate Bill 1644 (Chapter 403, Statutes of 2000), California students who do not meet 
the eligibility criteria for a Cal Grant Entitlement award may compete for 22,500 Competitive Cal 
Grant awards. These awards are not an entitlement — not “guaranteed,” as are the Cal Grant 
Entitlement awards.  Competitive awards are limited to the statutory number. 
 
Students apply for half of these grants (11,250) by the March 2nd Cal Grant application 
deadline.  The remaining grants (11,250) are required to be set aside for the September 2nd 
application deadline for students attending a California Community College in the fall.  After 
each deadline the entire pool of eligible applicants is scored using selection criteria that include 
weighting for GPA, household status and size, and other “disadvantaged factors.”  Only the 
highest scoring applicants receive award offers. 
 

a. Proposed:  
 

As amended March 25, 2008, this bill does the following: 
 

• Provides that within the selection criteria used for awarding the Competitive Cal 
Grants, consideration be given for students serving in the National Guard with at 
least two years of experience.  

 
III. Analysis 

 
Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
  
In order to maintain required strength in the California National Guard, an inducement should be 
provided to members of the California National Guard.  Making educational assistance available 
to California National Guard members seeking to improve themselves through higher education 
would create a better soldier more capable of serving the needs of the state and the country. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending 

California Student Aid Commission Meeting  Page 1 of 2 April 17-18, 2008 



  Tab 7.a.6  

 
Legislative Principles:   
 
The Commission will work to foster educational access and opportunity by encouraging the 
expansion of financial aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate 
financial need as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise. 
 
Implementation Concerns: 
 
The Commission will need a Memorandum of Understanding with the Military Department to 
receive an annual extract of eligible California National Guard students, because the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) does not include the data necessary to make these 
awards.  The FAFSA includes the question, “Are you a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces?” for 
purposes of determining whether or not a student can be considered independent.  However, 
the FAFSA requires no distinction between active duty in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, 
Coast Guard, National Guard or Reserve enlistee, and it does not require a minimum of two 
years of service to answer “yes” to the question. 
 
Other Support: 
 
California Military Dept – for technical support 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None yet identified. 
 

IV. Financial Impact 
 
Commission Impact 
 
This would require two interfaces to the Grant Delivery System: an extract upload system and 
an individual data entry screen.  Changes to the actual application run for selecting Competitive 
Cal Grants will need to be changed.  This will require a half PY to implement, and will need to 
be contracted out.   

• Fiscal Impact - $95,000  with additional continuing costs in the amount of $9,500 
 
General Fund Impact 
 
Amending the selection criteria without changing the number or value of the award will have an 
insignificant impact on the local assistance portion of the General Fund. 
 
 

V. Legislative History (optional) 
 
SB 1644 (Chapter 403, Statutes of 2000) established the Ortiz-Pacheco-Poochigian-
Vasconcellos Competitive Cal Grant Program. 
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AB 2365 (De La Torre) 

Cal Grant B Awards: Award Amounts  
Amended March 24, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 

 
 

I. Summary 
 
This bill increases the number of Cal Grant B recipients receiving tuition and/or fees in their first 
academic year beginning in the 2009-10 award year to 25% with step increases each year until 
100% of Cal Grant B recipients would receive tuition and/or fees commencing with the 2012-13 
academic year. 
 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 

 

Legislative Contact: Antonio Ortega 
Phone: (916) 319-2050 
Fax: (916) 319-2150 
Address: State Capitol, Room 3173 

Current Legislation:   
 
The Cal Grant B Entitlement program, described in California Education Code (Ed Code) 
Section 69435, was designed by the Legislature to guarantee Cal Grants to all California high 
school graduates meeting the minimum income and grade point average requirements when 
applying in the year of their high school graduation or year following their high school 
graduation.   
 
The award consists of a $1,551 “Access” component in the student’s first academic year.  In 
subsequent years, the award is to include a tuition and fee amount equivalent to the Cal Grant A 
award. 
 
One of the specific measures of this section is the selection, by the Commission, of not more 
than two percent of the new Cal Grant B recipients enrolling in their first academic year of 
postsecondary education to receive the tuition and fees component in addition to “Access.” 
 

a. Proposed:  
 

As amended March 24, 2008, this bill does the following: 
 

• Amends Section 69435(a)(3) to provide step increases in the number of Cal Grant B 
students receiving tuition and/or fees in their first academic year over the next four 
years from 2% in 2008-09 to 25% in 2009-10, to 50% in 2010-11, to 75% in 2011-12, 
and finally increasing to 100% in the 2012-13 academic year. 
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III. Analysis 
 
Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
  
For many students, the hurdles faced during their first year in college are usually the toughest, 
financial stress should not be one. This bill would require that all eligible recipients receive full 
financial assistance starting on day one. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending 
 
Legislative Principles:   
 
The Commission will foster educational access and opportunity by supporting full fee funding for 
Cal Grant students at the public universities and a maximum Cal Grant award that supports the 
ability of students to choose to attend a private university. 
 
Implementation Concerns: 
 
None identified. 
 
Other Support: 
 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees   
AFL-CIO 
California State Student Association 
California State University 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None yet identified. 
 

IV. Financial Impact 
 
Commission Impact 
 
None identified. 
 
General Fund Impact 
 
The following is the estimated local assistance impact of providing fee assistance to freshman 
recipients: 
 

• Increasing the two percent to 25% in 2009-10 (see table) 
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• Increasing the proposed 25 % annually to 50%, 75%, and, finally, 100% by the 2012-13 
academic year (see table) 

 
 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11  2011-12 2012-13 

 High School Entitlement Cal Grant 
B 1

  Current percentage  2 percent
25 

percent 
50 

percent  
75 

percent 
100 

percent Proposed percentage  

23 
percent 

25 
percent  

25 
percent 

25 
percent Percentage change from prior year  

 Additional new awards to be offered  8,270 5,087  5,087 5,086
 Additional awards likely to be paid 
out  7,312 4,499  4,498 4,498

 Estimated additional cost  $36.6 m $20.8 m  $20.8 m $20.8 m 

1 Excludes the two percent of the new High School Entitlement Cal Grant B paid award 
recipients receiving both tuition/fees and access costs. Also, the new High School Entitlement 
Cal Grant B paid award recipients receiving access costs at California Community Colleges will 
not have tuition/fees costs. 
 
Assumptions: 

• Used the number of projected awards to be paid in 2008-09 for 2009-10 through 2012-
13. 

• Projected awards to be paid were segmentally distributed the same as the awards paid 
in 2006-07. 

• Average award amounts were calculated using data from the 2006-07 reconciled Cal 
Grant expenditures. 

• Tuition/fee awards at the University of California and the California State University were 
adjusted for the anticipated fee increase between 2006-07 and 2008-09. No fee 
adjustments were made beyond 2008-09. 

• In the first year of the program, students intending to enroll at California Community 
Colleges may choose four-year institutions with the additional award amount.  The shift 
would level off after the first year. 

 
V.   Legislative History (Optional) 
 

SB 1644 (Chapter 403, Statutes of 2000) established the Ortiz-Pacheco-Poochigian-
Vasconcellos Cal Grant Entitlement Program. 
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SB 1219 (Cedillo) 

Student Financial Aid: Member of the Armed Forces 
Amended March 24, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 
 

Legislative Contact: Eric Guerra 
Phone: (916) 651-4022 

 

Fax: (916) 327-8817 
Address: State Capitol, Room 5100 

 
I. Summary 

 
This bill would add members and former members of the United States Armed Forces as 
another recipient group for Entitlement Cal Grant A and B awards, largely mirroring the 
requirements of the California Community College Transfer Cal Grant Entitlement Program. 
 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 
Current Legislation:   
 
The Ortiz-Pacheco-Poochigian-Vasconcellos Cal Grant Entitlement Program (SB 1644, Chapter 
403, Statutes of 2000) was designed by the Legislature to guarantee Cal Grants to all California 
high school graduates meeting the minimum income and grade point average requirements 
when applying in the year of their high school graduation or year following their high school 
graduation.  It additionally guarantees Cal Grants to all California high school graduates who did 
not receive a Cal Grant A or B at the time of or one year following their high school graduation, 
but who transfer from a California Community College to a qualifying baccalaureate degree 
program.   
 
The California Community College Transfer Cal Grant Entitlement Program (Transfer 
Entitlement), as described in California Education Code (Ed Code) Section 69436, provides Cal 
Grants to students who: 

• graduated from a California high school or its equivalent after June 30, 2000, 
• were California residents at the time of high school graduation, 
• are under the age of 28 at the time of the transfer,  
• transfer to a qualifying baccalaureate-degree granting institution from a California 

Community College during the award year, 
• have financial need, and 
• are academically eligible. 

 
a. Proposed:  

 
As amended March 24, 2008, this bill does the following: 

 
• Allows for applicants enrolled in a technical career education program, and other 

certificate or degree programs as prescribed by existing Entitlement Cal Grant B law.  
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III. Analysis 
 

Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
 
Many of our young men and women decide to serve their country straight out of high school; 
however, in less than two years they become ineligible for the high school Cal Grant that they 
earned to further their future education.  After serving our country, their transition back to civilian 
life and their pursuit of career goals can be more than challenging.  The rising cost of college 
tuition and the cost of housing near many of our universities have become a serious barrier to 
pursing their academic dreams.  
 
The Armed Forces Cal Grant, SB 1219, would allow members of the armed forces to become 
eligible for the Cal Grant Entitlement Program. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending 
 
Legislative Principles:   
 
The Commission will work to foster educational access and affordability by cultivating legislative 
and budget actions that protect, strengthen, and increase the state’s General Fund commitment 
to student financial aid, and by advocating for the expansion of the Cal Grant program and for 
increases in the value of all Cal Grant awards to help defray the cost of obtaining a 
postsecondary education. 
 
Implementation Concerns: 
 
The Commission will need a Memorandum of Understanding with the Veteran‘s Administration 
or the Military Department to receive an annual extract of eligible members or former members 
of the military, because the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) does not include 
the data necessary to make these awards.  The FAFSA includes the question, “Are you a 
veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces?” for purposes of determining whether or not a student can 
be considered independent.  However, the FAFSA requires no distinction between active duty in 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard or Reserve enlistee, and it 
does not indicate the number of years of service behind the answer “yes” to the question. 
 
The bill would further have to specify which Grade Point Average(s) (GPA) can be collected for 
consideration for this award: high school or the equivalent, test scores, Community College, 
other college.   
 
Other Support: 
 
American GI Forum of California 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None yet identified. 
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IV. Financial Impact 
 
Commission Impact 
 
This will require extensive code changes to add a new module to the Cal Grant Entitlement 
program.  This will require 10 staff months, and will need to be contracted out. 

• Fiscal Impact - $172,00, with an additional $17,200 in continuing costs 
 
This will require two interfaces to the Grant Delivery System: an extract upload system and an 
individual data entry screen.  This will require a half PY to implement, and will need to be 
contracted out.   

• Fiscal Impact - $95,000  with additional $9,500 in continuing costs  
 

General Fund Impact 
 
The following is the proposed local assistance impact for the Armed Forces Entitlement Cal 
Grant A and B component commencing in award year 2009-10: 
 
 Award Year 2009-10 
Proposed Armed Forces Entitlement Cal Grant A and B
Projected preliminary award offers 1  1,000 
Awards likely to be paid out  425
Estimated Cost  $1.9 m 

 
1
 A placeholder of 1,000 is being used as the projected number of preliminary award offers while 

the military-related questions on the FAFSA and the 2007-08 Cal Grant application pool are 
researched. 
 
Assumptions: 
 

• Projected preliminary award offers include students attending a California Community 
College, which is an anticipated future amendment to Senate Bill 1219 introduced 
February 14, 2008. 

• Data on preliminary award offers; students returning an affidavit and qualifying for an 
award; awards selected for verification and found valid; and awards paid out were from 
the 2006-07 California Community College Transfer Cal Grant Entitlement Program. 

• Projected awards to be paid were segmentally distributed the same as the new March 
Competitive awards paid in 2006-07, which includes paid data on students attending a 
California Community College. 

• Average award amounts were calculated using March Competitive data from the 2006-
07 reconciled Cal Grant expenditures. 

• Tuition/fee awards at the University of California and the California State University were 
adjusted for the anticipated fee increase between 2006-07 and 2008-09. No fee 
adjustments were made beyond 2008-09. 
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V. Legislative History (optional) 
 
SB 1644 (Chapter 403, Statutes of 2000) established the Ortiz-Pacheco-Poochigian-
Vasconcellos Cal Grant Entitlement Program.  AB 2813 (Chapter 822, Statues of 2006) 
increased the age for California Community College Transfer Cal Grant Entitlement recipients to 
those who would not be 28 by December 31 of the award year. 
 

VI. Reporting Requirement 
 
By November 1 of each year, the Commission shall submit a report to the Legislature and the 
Governor including the number of awards made under this article, the number of new and 
renewal awards selected for verification, and the results of the verification by segment. 
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AB 2083 (Nunez) 

Student Financial Aid: Institutional Eligibility 
Introduced February 19, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 

 
 

I. Summary 
 
This bill would require that the California State University (CSU) and the California Community 
Colleges (CCC), and request that the University of California (UC), establish procedures and 
forms that would enable AB 540 students to be eligible to receive institutional financial aid 
awards. 
 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 

 

Legislative Contact: Debra Doty 
Phone: (916) 319-2046, 319-2294 
Fax: (916) 319-2146 
Address: State Capitol, Room 219  

Current Legislation:   
 
Existing law, Section 68130.5 of the Education Code, permits that a person, other than a non-
immigrant alien, as defined, who attends high school in California for at least three years, who 
graduates from a California high school or the equivalent, who attends an accredited 
postsecondary institution in California not earlier than the 2001-02 academic year, and who, if 
an alien without lawful immigration status, files a prescribed affidavit, is exempt from paying 
nonresident tuition at the CSU and CCC. 
 
Proposed Legislation:  
 
As proposed February 19, 2008, this bill does the following: 
 

a. Adds Section 66021.6 which provides: 
 

i. The CSU and the CCC will establish procedures and forms that would enable 
persons who are exempt from paying non-resident tuition under Section 68130.5 to 
be eligible to receive institutional financial aid awards.  
 

ii. The UC is requested also to establish procedures and forms that would enable 
persons who meet requirements equivalent to those listed in Section 68130.5 to be 
eligible to receive institutional financial aid awards. 
 

iii. “Institutional financial aid” is defined as financial assistance offered by a CSU, CCC, 
or UC campus, including grant, scholarship, work-study, and loan programs. 

 
III. Analysis 

 
Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
 
Our youth are our most valuable resource, and investing in their futures will strengthen our 
communities, workforce and economy.  Ensuring that our public colleges and universities remain 
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accessible and affordable to all students continues to be a priority.  Throughout my tenure, I have 
fought against student fee increases and to protect academic preparation and outreach programs that 
serve low-income and immigrant students across the state.  Some students were brought to 
California by, or were born to, unauthorized immigrants.  They have grown up here, attended school 
here and know no other home.  We do not penalize children for the decisions made by their parents.  
Providing financial aid to all eligible students is the right thing to do and is a sound investment in the 
future of California. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending 
 
Legislative Principles:   
 
The Commission and the State should advocate for increased higher education opportunities for 
all California students.  The Commission accomplishes this by encouraging the expansion of 
financial aid to the growing number of California college students who demonstrate financial 
need as the cost of completing a postsecondary education continues to rise. 
 
Implementation Concerns: 
 
None identified. 
 
Other Support: 
 
None yet identified. 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None yet identified. 
 

IV. Financial Impact 
 
Commission Impact 
 
None identified. 
 
General Fund Impact 
 
These students are not eligible for Cal Grants, so there would be no impact. 
 

V. Legislative History (optional) 
 
AB 540 (Chapter 19, Statutes 2001) established a non-resident tuition exemption at certain 
public institutions of higher education for undocumented students who have attended a 
California high school for at least three years and graduated from a California high school. 
 

VI. Appendix 
 
The UC does not currently offer institutional aid to undocumented students that qualify under AB 
540, though they would like to.  UC estimates that about 455 undergraduate students under AB 
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540 would have been eligible for $1.3 million in UC institutional aid, but there would be no state 
General Fund impact, of course.  
 
UC arrived at the cost estimates above by looking at the demographics for 455 undocumented 
or semi-documented UC undergraduates that received no institutional aid, then ran a computer 
financial aid model that identified documented students with similar demographics to see how 
much institutional aid those students received, and then assumed that the undocumented 
students would receive a similar amount if the bill were enacted. That amount is about $1.3 
million, or roughly $2,860 per student. Please note that this may be a slightly conservative 
estimate, since undocumented and semi-documented students are fundamentally unlike 
documented students in that they have less access to resources, and so may qualify for slightly 
more institutional aid because of the lack of other resources that all documented students would 
be able to access. 
 

California Student Aid Commission Meeting  Page 3 of 3 April 17-18, 2007 



  Tab 7.a.10  

 
SB 1301 (Cedillo) 

Student Financial Aid: Institutional Financial Aid Eligibility  
Introduced February 20, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 

 
 

I. Summary 
 
This bill would require that the California State University (CSU) and the California Community 
Colleges (CCC), and request that the University of California (UC), establish procedures and 
forms that would enable AB 540 students to be eligible to receive institutional financial aid 
awards. 
 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 

 

Legislative Contact: Eric Guerra 
Phone: (916) 651-4022 
Fax: (916) 327-8817 
Address: State Capitol, Room 5300 

Current Legislation:   
 
Existing law, Section 68130.5 of the Education Code, permits that a person, other than a non-
immigrant alien, as defined, who attends high school in California for at least three years, who 
graduates from a California high school or the equivalent, who attends an accredited 
postsecondary institution in California not earlier than the 2001-02 academic year, and who, if 
an alien without lawful immigration status, files a prescribed affidavit, is exempt from paying 
nonresident tuition at the CSU and CCC. 
 
Proposed Legislation:  
 
As proposed February 20, 2008, this bill does the following: 
 

a. Adds Section 66021.6 of the Education Code which provides: 
 

i. The CSU and the CCC will establish procedures and forms that would enable 
persons who are exempt from paying non-resident tuition under Section 68130.5 to 
be eligible to receive institutional financial aid awards.  
 

ii. The UC is requested also to establish procedures and forms that would enable 
persons who meet requirements equivalent to those listed in Section 68130.5 to be 
eligible to receive institutional financial aid awards. 
 

iii. “Institutional financial aid” is defined as financial assistance offered by a CSU, CCC, 
or UC campus, including grant, scholarship, work-study, and loan programs. 

 
III. Analysis 

 
Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
  
The California Dream Act (SB 1301) is a state legislative proposal that allows U.S. citizen and 
undocumented “AB 540” students to apply and compete for financial aid at California public 

California Student Aid Commission Meeting Page 1 of 3 April 17-18, 2008 



  Tab 7.a.10  

colleges and universities without the use of the Federal Application for Student Aid (FAFSA).  
This bill would allow AB 540 students to apply and compete for institutional aid administered by 
the attending college or university (i.e. State University Grant, UC Grant, scholarships, work 
study, and loan programs). 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending 
 
Legislative Principles:   
 
The Commission and the State should advocate for increased higher education opportunities for 
all California students.  The Commission accomplishes this by encouraging the expansion of 
financial aid to the growing number of needy California college students as the cost of 
completing a postsecondary education continues to rise.  
 
Implementation Concerns: 
 
None identified. 
 
Other Support: 
 
None yet identified 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None yet identified. 
 

IV. Financial Impact 
 
Commission Impact 
 
None identified. 
 
General Fund Impact 
 
These students are not eligible for Cal Grants, so there would be no impact. 
 

V. Legislative History (optional) 
 
SB 1644 (Chapter 403, Statutes of 2000) established the Ortiz-Pacheco-Poochigian-
Vasconcellos Cal Grant Entitlement Program. 
 

VI. Appendix 
 
The UC does not currently offer institutional aid to undocumented students that qualify under AB 
540, though they would like to.  UC estimates that about 455 undergraduate students under AB 
540 would have been eligible for $1.3 million in UC institutional aid, but there would be no state 
General Fund impact, of course.  
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UC arrived at the cost estimates above by looking at the demographics for 455 undocumented 
or semi-documented UC undergraduates that received no institutional aid, then ran a computer 
financial aid model that identified documented students with similar demographics to see how 
much institutional aid those students received, and then assumed that the undocumented 
students would receive a similar amount if the bill were enacted. That amount is about $1.3 
million, or roughly $2,860 per student. Please note that this may be a slightly conservative 
estimate, since undocumented and semi-documented students are fundamentally unlike 
documented students in that they have less access to resources, and so may qualify for slightly 
more institutional aid because of the lack of other resources that all documented students would 
be able to access. 
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SB 1355 (Corbett) 

Postsecondary Education: Private Student Loans 
Introduced February 20, 2008 

 

 
CSAC Contact: Ann Shimasaki 
Phone: (916) 526-8038 
Email:ashimasa@csac.ca.gov 
 
 

Legislative Contact: Satinder Malhi 
Phone: (916) 651-4010 
Fax: (916) 327-2433 

 
 

I. Summary 
 

Address: State Capitol, Room 3092  

This bill would require all postsecondary educational institutions, public and private, to disclose 
the differences between federal and private loans to students in their financial aid award 
notifications and other financial aid materials. 
 

II. Current Law/Proposed Law 
 
Current Legislation:  
 
None. 
 

a. Proposed:  
 

As amended April 1, 2008, this bill does the following: 
 

i. Requires public and private postsecondary institutions to clearly distinguish private 
loans from federal loans in award notifications and other financial aid materials by 
stating  

• the range of interest rates that may be charged on the private loan,  
• whether the rate is fixed or variable, 
• if variable, the frequency of interest rate changes, the explanation for that 

rate change, and, if there is a maximum interest rate increase, what that 
maximum increase is, 

• Any and all fees associated with the assumption of the loan, and 
• An explanation that the interest rate on a private loan may depend on the 

borrower’s credit rating. 
 

ii. Requires the institutions to inform all prospective private loan borrowers of the 
following: 

• Private loans are not guaranteed by the federal government, 
• Private loans may cost more than federal loans, and 
• Federal Stafford loans are available to students regardless of income. 

 
III. Analysis 

 
Purpose of the Bill (Author Statement): 
  
A recent report by Consumers Union found that students and parents were unaware that private 
student loans are substantially more expensive than federal loans. They also did not know that 
private student loans carry higher, variable interest rates that depend on their credit score, 
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rather than the lower, fixed interest rates of federal loans. Private student loans offer less 
flexible repayment plans and fewer options for borrowers who run into financial trouble. Many 
students and parents assumed that if their incomes make them unlikely to receive a need-based 
federal Perkins or subsidized federal Stafford Loan that it was not worthwhile to complete the 
FAFSA, or that federal student aid wouldn’t help them.  In fact, unsubsidized Stafford loans are 
available to students regardless of income, and experts agree that students and families should 
maximize federal aid options before resorting to private loans. 
 
While most colleges and universities provide useful information for federal loans, basic 
information and disclosure surrounding private student loans is often lacking or non-existent. 
Research and experience have shown that when students are informed of the differences 
between private and federal loans, and understand all their options, they are much less likely to 
borrow risky, expensive private loans. 
 
Commission Position:   
 
Pending. 
 
Legislative Principles:   
 
The Commission seeks to foster educational access and affordability by encouraging continued 
bipartisan support for funding of statutory growth in the Cal Grant programs and for continued 
access to lower interest federal student loans administered through EDFUND.   

 
Implementation Concerns: 
 
None identified. 
 
Other Support: 
 
None yet identified 
 
Other Opposition:  
 
None yet identified. 
 

IV. Financial Impact 
 
Commission Impact: 
 
None identified. 
 
General Fund Impact: 
 
None identified. 
 

V. Legislative History (optional) 
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CSAC IMPACT BILL LIST 
 
APLE BILLS 

AB 359 (Karnette) Student Financial Aid: Assumption Program 

AB 638 (Bass) Physician Assistants: Educational Loan Program  

SB 1158 (Scott) Student Financial Aid: Assumption Program 

SB 1521 (Cedillo) School Nurse Loan Assumption Program  

SB 1621 (Ashburn) Nursing Education 

SB 1656 (Romero) Assumption Program of Loans for Education 
 

OTHER SPECIALIZED BILLS 

AB 1059 (De Leon) Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grants 
 

CAL GRANT BILLS 

AB 2082 (Salas) Student Financial Aid: Military Service 

AB 2365 (De La Torre) Cal Grant B Awards: Award Amounts 

SB 1219 (Cedillo) Student Financial Aid: Member of the Armed Forces 
 

CAL GRANT RELATED BILLS 

SB 1752 (Wyland) National Guard Education Assistance Award Program 
 

OTHER POSTSECONDARY 

AB 2083 (Nunez) Student Financial Aid: Institutional Financial Aid Eligibility 

AB 2372 (Coto) Public Postsecondary Education: Systemwide Fees: Tax 

AB 2722 (Duvall) Public Postsecondary Education 

AB 2746 (Niello) Private Postsecondary Education 

AB 2876 (Lieber) Student Loan Integrity Act 

AJR 48 (Soto) Sallie Mae 

SB 26 (Simitian) State Agencies: Collection of Data 

SB 361 (Scott) California Postsecondary Education Commission 

SB 823 (Perata) Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2007 

SB 890 (Scott) Pupils: Early Commitment to College Program 

SB 1301 (Cedillo) Student Financial Aid (California Dream Act) 

SB 1355 (Corbett) Private Student Loans 
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CSAC WATCH BILL LIST 
 
AB 767 (Walters) Student Financial Aid: Veterans and Dependents 

AB 1844 (Hernandez) Public Employee Benefits 

AB 2085 (Huff) Schools: Discrimination 

AB 2458 (Walters) Public Postsecondary Education 

AB 2496 (Huffman) Public Postsecondary Education: Tuition and Fees 

AB 2987 (Benoit) Worker’s Compensation: Job Displacement Benefits 

SB 918 (Oropeza) Taxation: Deposits: Qualified Tuition Programs 

SB 1290 (Wyland) National Guard Educational Benefits 

SB 1457 (Steinberg) Golden State Scholarshare Trust Act: CalSAVE Program 

SB 1498 (Judiciary Cmt) Maintenance of the Codes  

SB 1674 (Torlakson) Before and After School Programs 

SB 1677 (Scott) Teachers: Credential Requirements 

SB 1680 (Wyland) Veterans: Educational Assistance: Dependents 
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CSAC Impact Bills 
 

 
 
 

Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE) 
 

 
AB 359 
AUTHOR: Karnette [D] 
TITLE: Student Financial Aid: Assumption Program 
INTRODUCED: 02/14/2007 
LAST AMEND: 06/01/2007 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Specifies that persons who are pursuing service credentials utilized in 
special education, or who participate in specialist speech-language pathologist trainee 
programs or become employed as speech-language pathologists, are eligible to receive 
loan assumption benefits under the Assumption Program of Loans for Education. 
 
STATUS: 07/11/2007 In SENATE Committee on EDUCATION 
 
Commentary: Removes the term “specialist and special education” and adds the term 
“speech-language pathologist” to identify an additional credential that qualifies for APLE.    
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
AB 638 
AUTHOR: Bass [D] 
TITLE: Physician Assistants: Educational Loan Program 
INTRODUCED: 02/21/2007 
LAST AMEND: 01/18/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Health Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Creates the Physician Assistant Scholarship and Loan Repayment 
Program. Provides scholarships to physician assistant students to pay for educational 
expenses and to repay qualifying educational loans of physician assistants who practice 
in medically underserved areas of the state and in specified clinics. Establishes the 
Physician Assistant Scholarship and Loan Repayment Program Fund. Directs the 
deposit of voluntary contributions made by a physician assistant upon renewal of his or 
her license into the fund. 
 
STATUS: 02/07/2008 To SENATE Committees on HEALTH and BUSINESS, 
PROFESSIONS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
 
Commentary: Administered by the Health Professions Education Foundation. The 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development shall adopt regulations regarding 
the implementation of the program, upon recommendations made by the Health 
Professions Education Foundation. 
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Position: Pending 
 
 
SB 1158 
AUTHOR: Scott [D] 
TITLE: Student Financial Aid: Assumption Program 
INTRODUCED: 02/06/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Provides that a credentialed teacher who is teaching at a public school 
ranked in deciles 1 or 2, as measured by the Academic Performance Index, is eligible to 
enter into an agreement for loan assumption, and limits the number of warrants that can 
be provided to credentialed teachers to no more than 400 per year. Limits the number of 
warrants that can be issued to out-of-state teachers to no more than 50 per year, and 
reduces the number of warrants that can be issued to district interns from 500 to 100. 
 
STATUS: 02/14/2008 To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
Commentary: Cleans up APLE language.  Provides that the Commission shall develop 
regulations to award APLE warrants to credentialed teachers by July 1, 2009. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
SB 1621 
AUTHOR: Ashburn [R] 
TITLE: Nursing Education 
INTRODUCED: 02/22/2008 
LAST AMEND: 03/25/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Makes a person who attends, or has graduated from, an accredited 
baccalaureate or graduate degree program, eligible to enter into an agreement for loan 
assumption under the State Nursing Assumption Program of Loans and Education 
(SNAPLE). 
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 In SENATE. Re-referred to Committee on EDUCATION.   
 
Commentary:  Due to discussions between legislative staff and Commission staff, the 
original amendments to allow Psychiatric Technician license holders to enter into a 
SNAPLE agreement have been removed.  Removes requirement for applicants to begin 
teaching within 12 months after obtaining a license or degree. 
 
 
SB 1656 
AUTHOR: Romero [D] 
TITLE: Assumption Program of Loans for Education 
INTRODUCED: 02/22/2008 
LAST AMEND: 03/25/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
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SUMMARY: Expands loan assumption eligibility under the Assumption Program of 
Loans for Education (APLE) to include otherwise qualified applicants who agree to teach 
full time at a school for juvenile offenders within a Division of Juvenile Justice facility. 
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 In SENATE. Re-referred to Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
Commentary: Beginning March 1, 2009, and every January 1 thereafter, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction will furnish the Commission with a list of schools for 
juvenile offenders within county probation facilities, and the DCR shall furnish the 
Commission with a list of schools for juvenile offenders within facilities of the Division of 
Juvenile Justice under DCR. This section does not set aside a minimum number of 
agreements within the total allocations.  
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
AB 1059 
AUTHOR: De Leon [D] 
TITLE: Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grants 
INTRODUCED: 02/23/2007 
LAST AMEND: 06/01/2007 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Expresses the intent of the Legislature that up to 400 new grants be 
awarded under the Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grant Program each 
year. Raises the maximum level of the grants for each academic year if the participant is 
enrolled in a four-year institution, and a specified amount for each academic year if the 
participant is enrolled in a community college. Deletes a provision that limits eligibility for 
the program. 
 
STATUS: 06/14/2007 To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
Commentary: Provides that up to 400 new grants be awarded each year subject to the 
availability of federal funds from the Child Care and Development. 
 
Position: Pending 
 

 

 
 

 

Cal Grants 
 

 
AB 2082 
AUTHOR: Salas [D] 
TITLE: Student Financial Aid: Military Service 
INTRODUCED: 02/19/2008 
LAST AMEND: 03/25/2008 
COMMITTEE: Assembly Veterans Affairs Committee 
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SUMMARY: Provides for selection priority to students serving in the National Guard with 
at least two years of service when awarding March 2, and September 2, Competitive Cal 
Grants. 
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 In ASSEMBLY Committee on VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
 
Commentary: Provides for revisions of the Competitive Cal Grant selection criteria 
matrix.   Data from committee analysis shows that the pre-tax military pay for National 
Guard members who would be in the eligible applicant pool hovers around the federal 
poverty level. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
AB 2365 
AUTHOR: De La Torre [D] 
TITLE: Cal Grant B Awards: Award Amounts 
INTRODUCED: 02/21/2008 
LAST AMEND: 03/24/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Appropriations Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Increases the number of Cal Grant B recipients receiving tuition and/or fees 
in their first academic year beginning in the 2009-10 award year to 25% with step 
increases each year until 100% of Cal Grant B recipients would receive tuition and/or 
fees commencing with the 2012-13 academic year. 
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 In ASSEMBLY Committee on APPROPRIATIONS. 
 
Commentary:  Makes no changes in the award amounts for Access or tuition/fees. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
SB 1219 
AUTHOR: Cedillo [D] 
TITLE: Student Financial Aid: Member of the Armed Forces 
INTRODUCED: 02/14/2008 
LAST AMEND: 03/24/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Entitles members and former members of the United States Armed Forces 
who did not receive Entitlement Cal Grant A and B awards at the time of high school 
graduation, but who apply within two years of their release from active duty to receive 
Entitlement Cal Grants.  Requires the Student Aid Commission to make preliminary 
awards and require a written affidavit of the student confirming California residency at 
the time of high school graduation. 
 
STATUS: 03/24/2008 In SENATE. Re-referred to Committee on EDUCATION.  Hearing 
set for April 9. 
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Commentary: Largely mirrors the requirements of the California Community College 
Transfer Cal Grant Entitlement Program, including 10% verification of awards and 
annual report to the Legislature on November 1. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
SB 1752 
AUTHOR: Wyland [R] 
TITLE: National Guard Education Assistance Award Program 
INTRODUCED: 02/22/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Establishes the California National Guard Education Assistance Award 
Program for active members of the California National Guard, the State Military Reserve, 
or the Naval Militia who have served at least two years.  
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 In SENATE. Re-referred to Committee on EDUCATION.  Hearing 
set for April 9. 
 
Commentary: CSAC acts as fiscal agent.  Applications sent to Adjutant General who 
certifies eligibility, AG sends extract to CSAC, and CSAC sends funds to schools.  
Students could receive Cal Grant and NGE Assistance Award.  Masters degree 
programs eligible for this award.  Requires the Student Aid Commission to report 
annually to the Legislature regarding program participation. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 

Other Postsecondary 
 

 
AB 2083 
AUTHOR: Nunez [D] 
TITLE: Student Financial Aid: Institutional Eligibility 
INTRODUCED: 02/19/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Higher Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Amends the Donahoe Higher Education Act to require the California State 
University and the California Community Colleges, and request that the University of 
California, establish procedures and forms that would enable AB 540 students to be 
eligible to receive institutional financial aid awards. 
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 From ASSEMBLY Committee on HIGHER EDUCATION to 
Committee on APPROPRIATIONS. 
 
Commentary: “Institutional financial aid” is defined as financial assistance offered by a 
CSU, CCC, or UC campus, including grant, scholarship, work-study, and loan programs. 
 
Position: Pending 
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AB 2372 
AUTHOR: Coto [D] 
TITLE: Public Postsecondary Education: Systemwide Fees: Tax 
INTRODUCED: 02/21/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Higher Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Establishes the College Affordability Act of 2008. Limits increases in CSU 
and UC systemwide tuition and fees charged to resident undergraduate students for a 
period of five years, after which time increases cannot exceed the annual percentage 
change in the California Consumer Price Index (CCPI).  To supplement existing levels of 
federal, state, and local funding for the CSU and UC, a one percent (1%) tax will be 
levied on that portion of a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of one million dollars 
($1,000,000). Creates the College Affordability Fund. 
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 From ASSEMBLY Committee on HIGHER EDUCATION to 
Committee on REVENUE AND TAXATION. 
 
Commentary: The College Affordability Funding Accountability Panel, a six-member, 
Governor-appointed panel, will be established to annually review CSU and UC 
expenditures of funds and provide an accountability update to the public on a campus-
by-campus basis. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
AB 2722 
AUTHOR: Duvall [R] 
TITLE: Public Postsecondary Education 
INTRODUCED: 02/22/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Higher Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Requires the California State University (CSU) and the University of 
California (UC), insomuch as the Regents of the UC resolve to apply this section, to set 
the level of mandatory systemwide fees and tuition for undergraduate students over a 
four-year period in order to allow students at these institutions to budget accordingly for 
the entirety of their education. 
 
STATUS: 03/25/2008 In ASSEMBLY Committee on HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
Commentary: The CSU and UC will have discretion as to the levels of fees and tuition 
that they set. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
AB 2746 
AUTHOR: Niello [R] 
TITLE: Private Postsecondary Education 
INTRODUCED: 02/22/2008 
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LOCATION: Assembly Higher Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Establishes the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education in the 
Department of Consumer Affairs as a successor agency to the former bureau. Continues 
the existence of the Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education Administration 
Fund, which the bill would rename the Private Postsecondary Education Administration 
Fund. 
 
STATUS: 03/24/2008 Re-referred to ASSEMBLY Committee on HIGHER EDUCATION. 
 
Commentary: Moves code from Ed. Code to Business and Professions Code. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
AB 2876 
AUTHOR: Lieber [D] 
TITLE: Student Loan Integrity Act 
INTRODUCED: 02/22/2008 
LAST AMEND: 03/24/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Higher Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Relates to standards of ethical behavior for student financial aid personnel 
at colleges and universities. Creates the Student Loan Integrity Act. Requires public and 
private postsecondary educational institution to include a warning statement regarding 
private student loans in or with the notice it sends to applicants informing them of their 
acceptance to attend the institution. 
 
STATUS: 03/24/2008 Re-referred to ASSEMBLY Committee on HIGHER EDUCATION. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
AJR 48 
AUTHOR: Price [D] 
TITLE: Sallie Mae 
INTRODUCED: 02/27/2008 
LAST AMEND: 03/24/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Higher Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Memorializes Congress and the President of the United States to ensure 
that low-income students continue to have the opportunity to attend institutions of higher 
education, to work with states to establish new student financial aid programs and to 
support existing programs, and to ensure that financial aid programs, including private 
loan programs, contain reasonable terms and conditions and do not discriminate against 
low-income students. 
 
STATUS: 03/24/2008 Re-referred to ASSEMBLY Committee on HIGHER EDUCATION. 
 
Position: Pending 
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SB 823 
AUTHOR: Perata [D] 
TITLE: Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2007 
INTRODUCED: 02/23/2007 
LAST AMEND: 08/20/2007 
LOCATION: Assembly Appropriations Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Recasts, revises, and reenacts the provisions of the Private Postsecondary 
and Vocational Education Reform Act of 1989 as the Private Postsecondary Education 
Act of 2007. Establishes a Board for Private Postsecondary Education. Continues the 
existence of the Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education Administration Fund 
and the Student Tuition Recovery Fund. 
 
STATUS: 08/30/2007 In ASSEMBLY Committee on APPROPRIATIONS 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
SB 890 
AUTHOR: Scott [D] 
TITLE: Pupils: Early Commitment to College Program 
INTRODUCED: 02/23/2007 
LAST AMEND: 08/20/2007 
LOCATION: Assembly Appropriations Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Establishes the Early Commitment to College Program. Requires schools 
not designated as a College Opportunity Zone to provide to pupils in grades 6 to 9 
eligible for free and reduced price meals the opportunity to sign a pledge declaring a 
commitment to finish high school and prepare for, and enroll in, college. Requires 
participating districts to provide college information and preparation events for those 
pupils. Relates to the Community College Board of Governor's fee waiver program. 
 
STATUS: 08/30/2007 In ASSEMBLY Committee on APPROPRIATIONS 
 
Commentary: Prohibits a student who will graduate after 2017 from participating in the 
program.  Includes a repeal date of January 1, 2020. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
SB 1301 
AUTHOR: Cedillo [D] 
TITLE: Student Financial Aid 
INTRODUCED: 02/20/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
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that provision, or who meet equivalent requirements adopted by the regents, to be 
eligible to receive institutional financial aid awards. 
 
STATUS: 02/28/2008 To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
Commentary: California Dream Act. 
 
Position: Pending 
 
 
SB 1355 
AUTHOR: Corbett [D] 
TITLE: Private Student Loans 
INTRODUCED: 02/20/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
SUMMARY: Requires a public or private postsecondary educational institution to 
distinguish private loans from federal loans in financial aid awards and materials, make 
specified disclosures related to private student loans in financial aid materials, and 
inform prospective borrowers of private loans of the availability and terms of federal 
loans. 
 
STATUS: 02/28/2008 To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
Position: Pending 
 

 

Watch Bills 
 

 
AB 767 
AUTHOR: Walters (R) 
TITLE: Student Financial Aid: Veterans and Dependents 
INTRODUCED: 2/22/2007 
LAST AMEND: 7/3/2007 
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
Summary: Prohibits any campus of the University of California, the California State 
University, or the California Community Colleges from charging any mandatory 
systemwide tuition or fees, including enrollment fees, registration fees, differential fees, 
or incidental fees, to a state resident, who was a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States who enlisted while a resident or on active duty and has exhausted all 
federal educational benefits. Enacts the Golden State GI Bill of Rights for Higher 
Education. 
 
Status: 07/11/2007 In SENATE Committee on EDUCATION 
 
Commentary:  Limits fee waivers unders this act to the same number of academic 
semesters or equivalent quarters for which the student previously received educational 
benefits under the federal Montgomery GI Bill. 
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AB 1844 
AUTHOR: Hernandez (D) 
TITLE: Public Employee Benefits 
INTRODUCED: 1/28/2008 
LAST AMEND: 3/12/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Public Employees, Retirement and Social Security Committee 
 
Summary: Makes it a crime for a person to make or present false material statements 
and representations in connection with retirement systems benefits and applications, or 
to aid and abet someone doing same. Makes it a crime for a person to accept, with the 
intent to keep for personal benefit, a payment with the knowledge that one was not 
entitled to the benefit. Authorizes the Public Employees' Retirement System to obtain 
information from a workers' compensation insurer for eligibility purposes. Relates to 
audits. 
 
Status: 03/12/2008 Re-referred to ASSEMBLY Committee on PUBLIC EMPLOYEES, 
RETIREMENT AND SOCIAL SECURITY. 
 
 
AB 2085 
AUTHOR: Huff (R) 
TITLE: Schools: Discrimination 
INTRODUCED: 2/19/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
 
LOCATION: Assembly Education Committee - 04/02/2008 1:30 pm 
 
Summary: Amends existing law prohibits a person from being subjected to 
discrimination on the basis of disability, gender, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, or 
sexual orientation in any program or activity conducted by a public or private preschool, 
elementary, or secondary school or institution, the governing board of a school district, 
or any combination of school districts or counties that receives, or benefits from, state 
financial assistance. 
 
Status: 02/28/2008 - To ASSEMBLY Committees on EDUCATION and JUDICIARY. 
 
 
AB 2458 
AUTHOR: Walters (R) 
TITLE: Public Postsecondary Education 
INTRODUCED: 2/21/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
LOCATION: ASSEMBLY 
 
Summary: Relates to public university graduation rates. Expresses the intent of the 
Legislature to enact legislation that provides a financial reward to a student who 
graduates early from a public postsecondary education institution that is shared with the 
institution. 
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Status: 02/21/2008 INTRODUCED. 
 
 
AB 2496 
AUTHOR: Huffman (D) 
TITLE: Public Postsecondary Education: Tuition and Fees 
INTRODUCED: 2/21/2008 
LAST AMEND: 3/25/2008 
LOCATION: Assembly Higher Education Committee - 03/25/2008 1:30 pm 
 
Summary: Relates to public university tuition. Extends the exemption form the payment 
of mandatory tuition and fees to the surviving spouse or child of a firefighter who was 
employed by the federal government whose regular duty assignment was to perform 
firefighter duties in this state. Deletes the condition that the death of the person engaged 
in active law enforcement or fire suppression and prevention result form external force or 
violence. 
 
Status: 03/25/2008 In ASSEMBLY Committee on APPROPRIATIONS. 
 
 
AB 2987 
AUTHOR: Benoit (R) 
TITLE: Worker's Compensation: Job Displacement Benefits 
INTRODUCED: 2/22/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
LOCATION: Assembly Insurance Committee 
 
Summary: Relates to workers' compensation. Provides for the payment of supplemental 
job displacement benefits to any injured worker if the injury causes permanent partial 
disability and the injured employee does not return to work for the employer within 60 
days of the disability becoming permanent and stationary. 
 
Status: 03/13/2008 - To ASSEMBLY Committee on INSURANCE. 
 
 
SB 918 
AUTHOR: Oropeza (D) 
TITLE: Taxation: Deposits: Qualified Tuition Programs 
INTRODUCED: 2/23/2007 
LAST AMEND: 6/4/2007 
LOCATION: Assembly Appropriations Committee 
 
Summary: Relates to taxation and qualified tuition programs. Provides that a taxpayer 
may designate on his or her tax return that an amount in excess of tax liability be 
deposited by the Franchise Tax Board into a qualified tuition program. Requires the 
Franchise Tax Board to revise the form of the return to include the necessary information 
that will allow a taxpayer to make this designation. 
 
Status: 08/30/2007 - In ASSEMBLY Committee on APPROPRIATIONS. 
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Commentary: Allows for amounts in excess of tax liability to be deposited with the Tax 
Franchise Board in a single qualified tuition program account, may/may not have 
implications for Worksheet B of the FAFSA and EFC. 
 
 
SB 1290 
AUTHOR: Wyland (R) 
TITLE: National Guard Educational Benefits 
INTRODUCED: 2/19/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
LOCATION: Senate Veterans Affairs Committee - 03/25/2008 1:30 pm 
 
Summary: Relates to existing law providing certain benefits for qualifying members of 
the California National Guard. Requires any campus of the University of California, the 
California State University, or the California Community Colleges to provide a tuition and 
fee waiver to any qualified member. 
 
Status: 02/28/2008 - To SENATE Committees on VETERANS AFFAIRS and 
EDUCATION. 
 
 
SB 1457 
AUTHOR: Steinberg (D) 
TITLE: Golden State Scholarshare Trust Act: CalSAVE Program 
INTRODUCED: 2/21/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
Summary: Creates the State Scholarshare Advancement Vehicle for Education program 
to fund individual scholarship accounts for beneficiaries to be determined by the 
Scholarshare Investment Board and the CalSAVE account, a continuously appropriated 
fund, within the program fund. Authorizes contributions from any person, firm 
partnership, or corporation, to be deposited into the CalSAVE account even if not 
designated for a specified beneficiary. 
 
Status: 03/06/2008 - To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
 
SB 1498 
AUTHOR: Judiciary Cmt 
TITLE: Maintenance of the Codes 
INTRODUCED: 2/21/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
LOCATION: Senate Judiciary Committee  
 
Summary: Makes nonsubstantive changes in various provisions of law to effectuate the 
recommendations make by the Legislative Counsel to the Legislature. 
 
Status: 03/25/2008 From SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY to Consent Calendar. 
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SB 1674 
AUTHOR: Torlakson (D) 
TITLE: Before and After School Programs 
INTRODUCED: 2/22/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
Summary: Authorizes the administrators of the After School Education and Safety 
Program to operate during weekends. Relates to funding for the program. Requires a 
program participant that contracts with another agency to provide some or all of the 
program's services to ensure that the contract includes funds for reasonable indirect and 
administrative costs incurred by the contracting agency. 
 
Status: 03/13/2008 - To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
 
SB 1677 
AUTHOR: Scott (D) 
TITLE: Teachers: Credential Requirements 
INTRODUCED: 2/22/2008 
LAST AMEND:  
LOCATION: Senate Education Committee 
 
Summary: Amends existing law that authorizes an alternative program of beginning 
teacher induction that meets state standards to apply for state funding. Specifies that a 
program that provides preparation for teaching integrated curriculum and using project-
based learning would be included among those programs eligible to apply for state 
funding. 
 
Status: 03/13/2008 - To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION. 
 
 
SB 1680 
AUTHOR: Wyland (R) 
TITLE: Veterans: Educational Assistance: Dependents 
INTRODUCED: 2/22/2008 
LAST AMEND: 3/25/2008 
LOCATION: Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 
 
Summary: Requires the California Community Colleges and California State University, 
and request the University of California, to establish on each of its campuses a Military 
and Veterans Benefits Office and appoint a full-time Military and Veterans Benefit 
Advisor for each office. 
  
Status: 03/27/2008 To SENATE Committee on VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
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STATEMENT OF  

LEGISLATIVE PRINCIPLES FOR 2007-08 
(2nd Year of the 2-Year Session) 

 
 
 
The mission of the California Student Aid Commission (Commission) is to make education 
beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.  The Commission’s goal is to 
ensure all California students learn about and apply for benefits provided through the Cal Grant 
Program and other specialized aid programs the Commission administers.  The Commission 
serves the public interest by providing quality financial aid services, including student loans at a 
reasonable cost to those students who need financial assistance to attend a college or 
university.   

It is essential that the Commission collaborate with the Legislature and the Administration to 
ensure that the Cal Grant program and other specialized aid programs are successful.  
Examples of collaboration include conducting Cal Grant promotional events, participating in, 
and supporting the Commission’s mission.  The continued commitment from the State to 
improve the availability and amount of financial aid is crucial to ensure educational access for all 
California students.  This commitment strengthens the state’s economic well-being by educating 
California’s future workforce.   

 
LEGISLATIVE OBJECTIVES   
Due to an economic downturn and scarce General Fund resources, the Commission’s 
programs, and the students we serve are vulnerable to General Fund reductions. The 
Commission will continue work to increase and expand the support of the Legislature and the 
Executive branch for the following:  

• The Cal Grant Entitlement and Competitive Programs;  
• All Specialized aid programs; 
• Cal-SOAP, Public Awareness, and Cash for College programs as a State General Fund 

priority; and 
• Continued evaluation of the opportunities offered through, and the potential impact to, 

the Commission and EDFUND model in light of the potential sale of EDFUND.  
 
LEGISLATIVE PRINCIPLES 
Recognizing the critical need to maintain Legislative and Executive support for postsecondary 
educational opportunities, the Commission adopts the following general statement of principles 
to guide staff in consideration of legislation and related policy issues: 

• Foster Educational Access and Affordability; 
• Ensure the Availability of Information on Educational Opportunities; 
• Preserve the Flow of Financial Aid; and 
• Ensure Adequate Support and Flexibility for Commission Operations and its programs. 

 

Each of these principles is discussed in further detail below. 
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The guiding principles and objectives should be reviewed at the beginning of each legislative 
session to ensure they continue to be applicable, valid, and supportive of the Commission’s 
mission. 

FOSTER EDUCATIONAL ACCESS AND AFFORDABILITY 
The Commission and the State should advocate for increased higher education opportunities for 
all California students.  The Commission accomplishes this as follows:   

• Encouraging the expansion of financial aid to the growing number of California college 
students who demonstrate financial need as the cost of completing a postsecondary 
education continues to rise; 

• Cultivating legislative and budget actions that protect, strengthen, and increase the 
state’s General Fund commitment to student financial aid; 

• Encouraging continued bipartisan support for funding of statutory growth in the Cal Grant 
programs and for continued access to lower interest federal student loans administered 
through EDFUND;   

• Promoting expanded educational and transfer opportunities for students transferring 
from community colleges to four-year colleges; and 

• Supporting legislation that will enhance the benefits to those participating in state or 
federal tuition savings plans that encourage saving while offering tax relief incentives, 
such as the ScholarShare Program.  

 

FOSTER EDUCATIONAL ACCESS AND AFFORDABILITY - FUNDING OBJECTIVES FOR THE CAL 
GRANT PROGRAM 
The Commission will advocate the expansion of the Cal Grant program and for increases in the 
value of all Cal Grant awards to help defray the cost of obtaining a postsecondary education.  
The Commission accomplishes this as follows: 

• Providing continuous educational opportunities by adopting budget principles, which intend 
to, at a minimum, preserve the Cal Grant Entitlement and Competitive Program’s eligibility 
requirements, preserve the value of the award, and maintain the current number of awards;  

• Pursuing a state budget that is supportive of access and institutional choice through the Cal 
Grant Program;    

• Advocating for funds that increase the number of competitive Cal Grant awards for qualified 
non-recipient students;  

• Supporting full fee funding for Cal Grant students at the public universities and a maximum 
Cal Grant award that supports the ability of students to choose to attend a private university; 
and   

• Continuing to help students fund their unmet financial need through low-cost loans under the 
federal student loan program.   

 
ENSURE THE AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
The Commission should work to expand and strengthen its early outreach efforts throughout the 
State.  The Commission accomplishes this as follows:   

 

• Continuing to advocate for adequate funding for outreach, academic preparation, and 
public awareness activities; 

• Promoting the availability of information on college educational opportunities for all 
California students and families; 
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• Promoting policies that provide information and guidance to students and their families 
on alternative methods for financing a college education; 

• Providing the support needed to maximize the effectiveness of the California Student 
Opportunity and Access Program (Cal-SOAP); 

• Participating in the CSAC sponsored annual Legislative Briefing Day and Cash for 
College Program Kick-Off; 

• Working in coordination and cooperation with our partners in the financial aid community 
including secondary schools and all segments of higher education;  

• Recognizing that the Commission’s outreach programs are designed to supplement and 
not supplant the activities that should be provided by secondary schools and districts; 
and  

• Strengthening the Commission’s partnership with the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and local school districts.   

 

PRESERVE THE FLOW OF FINANCIAL AID 
The Commission should promote the uninterrupted flow of student financial aid to enable 
students to achieve their educational goals.  The process of applying for and receiving student 
aid should be as simple as possible for students and their families, educational institutions, and 
other program participants.  The Commission accomplishes this as follows:   

• Advocating continued enhancements and improvements to the Grant Delivery System to 
promote transparency and ease of use in the system while maintaining speed and 
accuracy;     

• Advocating federal and state actions that result in a streamlined application process for 
California students;    

• Advocating policies that promote the cost-effective and timely administration of student 
financial aid programs; and  

• Strengthening the Commission’s communication and partnerships with financial aid 
administrators through written communication and other training opportunities related to 
program changes and informational updates.   

 

ENSURE ADEQUATE SUPPORT AND FLEXIBILITY FOR COMMISSION OPERATIONS 
The Commission should ensure that its administrative functions are sufficient to fulfill its 
essential mission and responsibilities.  The Commission accomplishes this as follows: 

• Maintaining adequate funding for the Commission’s programs and administration; 
• Administering its programs effectively and efficiently; expanding the use of advanced 

technological services and streamlined operations; providing high quality financial aid 
services to its customers and Californians at large; and retaining a qualified, professional 
workforce;   

• Continue evaluating the opportunities offered through, and the potential impact to the 
Commission and EDFUND model in light of the potential sale of EDFUND; and  

• Working with the Legislature and the Administration to ensure the Commission continues 
to maintain the resources, including funding, equipment, and skilled personnel 
necessary to ensure the uninterrupted flow of financial aid and services to California 
students.   

 

PARTICIPATION IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS  
During the legislative session, the Commission should support these legislative principles by 
taking the following actions for proposed legislation at Commission meetings as appropriate:  
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No Position 
• A bill that the Commission has not yet discussed or is not relevant to the Commission’s 

mission or Legislative Principles. 

Neutral 
• A bill that is not within the scope of the Commission’s responsibility or would not affect 

the Commission’s operations or procedures. 

Support 
• Supports the Commission’s mission and principles. 

Neutral if Amended, Support if Amended, or Oppose unless Amended 
• The Commission’s position would change if recommended amendments are made to 

resolve implementation or policy concerns.  This position should indicate which concerns 
must be resolved before the Commission would change its position. 

Oppose 
• A bill that is in conflict with the Commission’s mission and principles; it cannot be 

administered; it is too costly and burdensome to the Commission, the students, and 
schools. 

Sponsor 
• A bill proposal that the Commission identifies as beneficial to preserve or enhance 

service to California students and families and central to the Commission’s 
administration of its programs, its mission and its legislative principles.    

 

Staff will draft an objective analysis of all legislative bills that affect the Commission.  All 
positions will be in a “pending” status until the Commission has the opportunity to review the 
legislation and analysis and take an official position.   

Staff will request the Commission’s involvement during the legislative session as the opportunity 
arise, including but not limited to: 

• Discussions related to the January Governor’s Budget, 2-year bills and new proposals 
beginning in January;   

• The Commissioners should participate in the CSAC sponsored annual Legislative 
Briefing Day;     

• Commissioners should work with CSAC staff to arrange visits with member offices to 
promote the Mission and advocate for the passage of Commission supported legislation; 

• The Commissioners should also work with legislative budget committee staff to preserve 
the Cal Grant program and maintain adequate funding for Commission operations; and 
Commission staff will develop and provide Commissioners with an advocacy binder to 
aid the Commissioners in communicating Commission policy and messaging.   
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JANUARY 

S M T W TH F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
 

DEADLINES 
Jan. 1   Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)). 
   
Jan. 7   Legislature reconvenes (J.R. 51(a)(4)). 
  
Jan. 10    Budget Bill must be submitted by Governor (Art. IV, Sec. 12 (a)). 
 
Jan. 18 Last day for policy committees to meet and report to Fiscal Committees       
                fiscal bills introduced in their house in 2007 (J.R. 61(b)(1)). 
 
Jan. 21    Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observed. 
 
Jan. 25 Last day for any committee to meet and report to the floor bills  

introduced in their house in 2007 (J.R. 61(b)(2)).  Last day to submit bill  
requests to the Office of Legislative Counsel. 

 
Jan. 31 Last day for each house to pass bills introduced in 2007 in their house 
                (J.R. 61(b)(3)) (Art. IV, Sec. 10(c)). 

 

 FEBRUARY 

S M T W TH F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feb. 11   Lincoln’s Birthday observed. 
  
Feb. 18   Washington’s Birthday observed. 
 
Feb. 22   Last day for bills to be introduced (J.R. 61(b)(4), (J.R. 54(a)). 

 

MARCH 

S M T W TH F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar. 13   Spring Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(b)(1)). 
 
Mar. 24   Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess (J.R. 51 (b)(1)). 
 
Mar. 31   Cesar Chavez Day observed. 

 

APRIL 

S M T W TH F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apr. 18   Last day for policy committees to meet and report to Fiscal  
                Committees fiscal bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(b)(5)). 

 
 
 
 

MAY 

S M T W TH F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

 
May 2     Last day for policy committees to meet and report to the floor non-fiscal      
                bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(b)(6)). 
 
May 16   Last day for policy committees to meet prior to June 2 (J.R. 61(b)(7)). 
 
May 23   Last day for fiscal committees to meet and report to the floor  
                bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61 (b)(8)).  Last day for fiscal  
                committees to meet prior to June 2 (J.R. 61 (b)(9)). 
 
May 26   Memorial Day observed. 
 
May 27 - 30   Floor session only. No committee may meet for any purpose (J.R.  
                61(b)(10)). 
 
May 30   Last day to pass bills out of house of origin (J.R. 61(b)(11)). 
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JUNE 
S   S M T W TH F 

1      7 2 3 4 5 6

8      4 9 10 11 12 13 1

15      1 16 17 18 19 20 2

22      8 23 24 25 26 27 2

29      30  
 

 
 
 
 
June 2     Committee meetings may resume (J.R. 61(b)(12)). 
 
June 15    Budget Bill must be passed by midnight (Art. IV, Sec. 12(3)). 
 
June 26    Last day for a legislative measure to qualify for the Nov. 4 
                 General Election ballot (Elec. Code Sec. 9040). 
 
June 27   Last day for policy committees to meet and report bills 
                 (J.R. 61(b)(13)). 

 

JULY 
S   S M T W TH F 
   5 1 2 3 4 

6    0  2 7 8 9 1 11 1
13      9 14 15 16 17 18 1
20      6 21 22 23 24 25 2
27      28 29 30 31  

 

 
 
 
 
July 3   Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided Budget Bill has been  
              passed (J.R. 51(b)(2)). 
 
July 4   Independence Day observed. 

 

AUGUST 

S    S M T W TH F 
     1 2 

3 4     9 5 6 7 8

10 1     6 1 12 13 14 15 1

17 8     3 1 19 20 21 22 2

24 5     0 2 26 27 28 29 3

31       
 

 
 
 
 
Aug. 4     Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess (J.R. 51(b)(2)). 
 
Aug. 15   Last day for fiscal committees to meet and report bills to the floor  
                (J.R. 61(b)(14)).  
 
Aug. 18 - 31  Floor session only.  No committees, other than conference committees  
                and Rules Committee, may meet for any purpose (J.R. 61(b)(15)). 
 
Aug. 22   Last day to amend bills on the floor (J.R. 61(b)(16)). 
 
Aug. 31   Last day for any bill to be passed (Art. IV, Sec. 10(c), (J.R. 61(b)(17)).   
                Final Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(b)(3)). 

 
           
 

IMPORTANT DATES OCCURRING DURING FINAL RECESS 
 

2008 
 Sept. 30 Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature before Sept. 1  

and in the Governor’s possession on or after Sept. 1 (Art. IV, Sec.10(b)(2)). 
 
 Nov. 4  General Election. 
 
 Nov. 30 Adjournment Sine Die at midnight (Art. IV, Sec. 3(a)). 
 
 Dec. 1  12 m. convening of the 2009-10 Regular Session (Art. IV, Sec. 3(a)). 
 
 2009 
 Jan.  1       Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)). 
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