
3 
 

Information Item 
 

California Student Aid Commission 
 

Update on Commission implementation of Chapter 644, Statutes of 2009 
(AB 187) and the pilot program for a Cal Grant alternative delivery system  

 
 
 

AB 187 requires the Commission to implement a pilot program for an alternative Cal 
Grant delivery system that allows up to 35 participating Cal Grant institutions to 
voluntarily administer Cal Grant A and B Entitlement awards and the California 
Community College Transfer Cal Grant Entitlement Program for students admitted to 
their campuses.   The Commission is required to adopt emergency regulations by July 1, 
2010 to implement the pilot program.  
 
As required by AB 187, the Commission adopted a determination at its November 19, 
2009 Commission meeting that sufficient funding existed for the Commission to conduct 
its regular operations for administering the Cal Grant Program, as long as the 
Commission was subject to no additional budget reductions beyond those required by 
the 2009-10 Budget Act.  The Commission would be unable to continue the pilot 
program if it were subject to any additional reductions.  Commission Chair Barry Keene 
agreed to chair an advisory task force, and Commissioner Israel Rodriguez agreed to 
participate, to assist in understanding the technical and data requirements necessary for 
implementing the pilot program. 
 
The Advisory Task Force held its initial meeting on December 3, 2009, and included 
representatives from the various institutional segments, Department of Finance, 
Legislative Analyst’s Office and legislative staff.  To formulate the program technical and 
data requirements, Chair Keene directed Commission staff to convene a technical 
subcommittee.  Commission staff invited segmental members of the Advisory Task 
Force to participate in the meeting together with their technical and program staff.   
 
On January 20, 2010, Commission staff held a teleconference meeting of the Technical 
Subcommittee.  The subcommittee discussed issues relating to the functioning of an 
alternative delivery system and the functions of the current Cal Grant delivery system 
that could continue within the pilot program in order to serve students and minimize 
costs to institutions.  Staff indicated that it would prepare and distribute a survey to 
ascertain the technical capabilities of participating Cal Grant institutions and the 
capabilities of the Financial Aid Management Systems currently used by those 
institutions.  Commission staff will provide a draft of the survey to the Technical 
Subcommittee participants for review and comment, revise the survey based on those 
comments, then distribute the survey to all Cal Grant participating institutions. 
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Staff will convene another Technical Subcommittee meeting to share the results of the 
survey and to discuss and continue to explore options for developing the program and 
technical requirements of the pilot program. 
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