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Action Item 
 

California Student Aid Commission 
 

Consent agenda 
 

 
 
 
Recommended Action:  Approve the consent agenda, including: 
 

a. Approval of the minutes of January 24, 2013  
 
      

 
  

Responsible Person(s):  Keith Yamanaka 
 Chief Deputy Director 
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CALIFORNIA STUDENT AID COMMISSION 
TELECONFERENCE MEETING MINUTES 

 
January 24, 2013  

  
 
 
A teleconference meeting of the California Student Aid Commission was held on Thursday, 
January 24, 2013 at the California Student Aid Commission, Conference Room A, located at 
10834 International Drive, Rancho Cordova, California and the various locations listed on the 
amended teleconference meeting notice dated January 24, 2013. 
 
Chairman John R. McDowell, Jr. called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.   
 
The following Commission Members were present:  
 

John R. McDowell, Jr., Chairman 
Ana Beltran, Vice Chair 
Cris Arzate, Secretary 
Nancy Anton 
Brian Conley 
Jacqueline Doud 
Hal Geiogue 
Harry Le Grande 
Jamillah Moore 
Ishan Shah 
Michele Siqueiros 
 

The following Commission Members were absent: 
 

Johnny Garcia Vasquez 
Barry Keene 
 

 
Roll Call was taken and a quorum was recognized.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ms. Mary Gill, a private citizen and retired financial aid administrator, made comments about the 
newly amended Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA) and SB 70 regulations.  She 
requested that the Commission consider following:  
 

1) Hear the new regulations at the February Commission meeting before filing 
amendments. 

2) Review the staff communications with the institution presidents and suspend the 
January 11, 2013 IPA until the February Commission meeting. 
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3) Ensure that no amendment is made to the IPA in the future without its specific language 
being reviewed in a duly noticed public Commission meeting. 

 
On MOTION by Commissioner Shah, SECONDED and CARRIED, the Commission 
APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, the full agenda as presented, items 1 through 8, as the agenda. 
 
IN FAVOR:  Commissioners Anton, Arzate, Beltran, Doud, Geiogue, Moore, Shah, Siqueiros 
and McDowell.   
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Conley, Garcia Vasquez, Keene, Le Grande. 
 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Chairman McDowell announced that agenda item 4 is set for 2:30 p.m. when the representative 
of the Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) who will be making a presentation is due to arrive.  
Chairman McDowell also indicated that beginning at 1:30 p.m., he would like to begin 
discussion of agenda item 5. 
  
 
AGENDA ITEM 1 – CONSENT AGENDA (Action), including 
 
Agenda Item 1.a –  Approval of the Minutes of September 13-14, 2012, October 12, 2012 

and November 15-16, 2012 
Agenda Item 1.b –  Approval of a new September Commission meeting date of 

September 19-20, 2013 
Agenda Item 1.c –  Consideration of designating Commissioner(s) as Director(s) of the 

EdFund Board 
 
The approval of the November 15-16, 2012 meeting minutes and the new September 
Commission meeting date were pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
 
On MOTION by Commissioner Shah, SECONDED and CARRIED, the Commission 
APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, the amended Consent Agenda, which includes the following 
items: 

• Approval of the Minutes of September 13-14, 2012 and October 12, 2012; and 
• Consideration of designating Commissioners Geiogue and Le Grande, and any other 

subsequently appointed Commissioners, as Director(s) of the EdFund Board of 
Directors. 

 
IN FAVOR:  Commissioners Anton, Arzate, Beltran, Conley, Doud, Moore, Shah, Siqueiros and 
McDowell.   
 
ABSTAINED: Commissioner Geiogue.  
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Garcia Vasquez, Le Grande, and Keene. 
 
On MOTION by Commissioner Le Grande, SECONDED and CARRIED, the Commission 
APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, the November 15-16, 2012 minutes, as corrected. 
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IN FAVOR: Commissioners Anton, Arzate, Beltran, Conley, Doud, Geiogue, Le Grande, 
Shah, Siqueiros and McDowell. 
 
ABSTAINED:  Commissioner Moore. 
 
ABSENT:  Commissioners Garcia Vasquez and Keene. 
 
On MOTION by Commissioner Siqueiros, SECONDED and CARRIED, the Commission 
APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, the new Commission meeting date of September 19-20, 2013.  
 
IN FAVOR: Commissioners Arzate, Beltran, Doud, Geiogue, Moore, Shah, Siqueiros and 
McDowell.  
 
ABSTAINED: Commissioner Anton.   
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Conley, Garcia Vasquez, Keene and Le Grande. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2 – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Information) 
 
Executive Director Fuentes-Michel presented her written report. Ms. Keri Tippins, General 
Counsel and Chief of the Legal & Audit Services Division, provided an update on the SB 70 
regulations.  Ms. Mary Gill made some additional comments and Ms. Tippins clarified that there 
was no difference between what was agreed to and what was submitted, aside from the 
language that was removed.  
 
Ms. Janet McDuffie, Chief of the Administration & External Affairs Division, provided an update 
on the transfer of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funding and the impact on 
the institutions and Cal Grant recipients. Ms. Catalina Mistler, Chief of the Program 
Administration & Services Division, provided an overview of the Cal Grant disbursement 
process. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3 – UPDATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S PROPOSED 2013-14 BUDGET 

(Information/Action) 
 
Ms. Janet McDuffie presented an update on the Governor’s proposed 2013-14 Budget, noting 
that there were no significant changes to the Commission’s budget or programs.  Further 
discussion ensued and, at the Commission’s request, staff drafted a resolution commending 
Governor Brown for supporting student access to higher education.  
 
 
The following agenda item was discussed out of sequence. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5 – CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMISSION’S COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

(Information/Action) 
 
Chief Deputy Director Keith Yamanaka presented an overview of the current standing and ad 
hoc committees and the staff recommendations for the Commission’s consideration.  
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MOTION by Commissioner Doud, SECONDED, as follows: 
 
1. Reconstitute the Personnel, Evaluations and Nominations (PEN) Committee and direct the 

committee to revise its charter, subject to Commission approval.  The charter should 
include: 

 
a. the responsibility to conduct the annual evaluation of the Executive Director; 

 
b. the responsibility to develop and conduct the annual process for the election of 

Commission officers. 
  
2. Reconstitute the Audit Committee and direct the committee to revise its charter, subject to 

Commission approval. 
 
3. Abolish the Governance and Monitoring Committee. 
 
4. Reconstitute the Programs, Planning and Budgeting Committee and direct the committee to 

revise its charter, subject to Commission approval.  The committee is to consider including 
the following responsibilities from the old Governance and Monitoring (GM) Committee into 
its charter: 

 
a. the responsibility to assess annually the overall functioning of the Commission as a 

body and its agreed-upon policies;  
 

b. the responsibility to make recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of the 
Commission and its policies; 

 
c. the responsibility for developing recommendations on legislation. 

 
5. Establish a federal relations committee and direct the committee to develop a committee 

charter for approval by the Commission. 
 
6. Convert the Student Impact Committee into a standing committee with a membership of five 

Commissioners. 
 
Some discussion followed about the number of members for each committee and the 
committees’ responsibilities. 
 
Ms. Margie Carrington, 2013 President of the California Community Colleges Student Financial 
Aid Administrators Association (CCCSFAAA), commented about the Grant Advisory Committee. 
 
On MOTION TO AMEND, by Commissioner Siqueiros, SECONDED and CARRIED, the 
Commission APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, to delete the establishment of a federal relations 
committee and to amend item 4 to read as follows: 
 
4. Reconstitute the Programs, Planning and Budgeting Committee, to rename it the Strategic 

Policy and Planning Committee, and to direct the committee to revise its charter and include 
federal relations, subject to Commission approval.  The committee is to consider including 
the following responsibilities from the old GM Committee into its charter: 
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a. the responsibility to assess annually the overall functioning of the Commission as a 

body and its agreed-upon policies;  

b. the responsibility to make recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of the 
Commission and its policies; 

c. the responsibility for developing recommendations on state and federal legislation; 

d. the responsibility for federal relations; 

e. the responsibility for strategic planning for the Commission. 
 
IN FAVOR: Commissioners Arzate, Beltran, Conley, Doud, Geiogue, Moore, Shah, 
Siqueiros and McDowell.  
 
ABSTAINED:  Commissioners Anton and Le Grande. 
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Garcia Vasquez and Keene. 
 
On MOTION by Commissioner Doud, SECONDED, as AMENDED, and CARRIED, the 
Commission APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, to establish four committees, as follows: 
 
1. Reconstitute the PEN Committee and direct the committee to revise its charter, subject to 

Commission approval.  The charter should include: 
 
a. the responsibility to conduct the annual evaluation of the Executive Director; 
b. the responsibility to develop and conduct the annual process for the election of 

Commission officers. 
  
2. Reconstitute the Audit Committee and direct the committee to revise its charter, subject to 

Commission approval. 
 
3. Abolish the Governance and Monitoring Committee. 
 
4. Reconstitute the Programs, Planning and Budgeting Committee, to rename it the Strategic 

Policy and Planning Committee, and to direct the committee to revise its charter and include 
federal relations, subject to Commission approval.  The committee is to consider including 
the following responsibilities from the old GM Committee into its charter: 

 
a. the responsibility to assess annually the overall functioning of the Commission as a 

body and its agreed-upon policies;  

b. the responsibility to make recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of the 
Commission and its policies; 

c. the responsibility for developing recommendations on state and federal legislation; 

d. the responsibility for federal relations; 

e. the responsibility for strategic planning for the Commission. 
  
5. Convert the Student Impact Committee into a standing committee with a membership of five 

Commissioners. 
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IN FAVOR: Commissioners Anton, Arzate, Beltran, Conley, Doud, Geiogue, Le Grande, 
Moore, Shah, Siqueiros and McDowell.  
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Garcia Vasquez and Keene. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4  – CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST’S OFFICE’S ANALYSIS 

OF NEW CAL GRANT ELIGIBILITY RULES  (Information/Action) 
 
Ms. Judy Heiman, Principal Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO), presented the LAO’s 
findings in its January 7, 2013 report entitled, “An Analysis of New Cal Grant Eligibility Rules.”  
Some discussion followed regarding the data set used by LAO and the set used by the 
Commission, the populations served by the 154 ineligible institutions, their graduation rates and 
LAO’s alternatives to the cohort default rate requirement. 
 
Ms. Debbie Cochrane, Research Director at The Institute for College Access and Success 
(TICAS), encouraged the Commission to urge the U.S. Department of Education to restrict 
institutions from manipulating their cohort default rates. 
 
 
CONTINUATION OF AGENDA ITEM 3 – UPDATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S PROPOSED 

2013-14 BUDGET (Information/Action) 
 
Upon receipt of staff’s draft resolution commending Governor Brown for supporting student 
access to higher education, the Commission conducted further discussion. Ms. Gill provided 
some comments. 
 
On MOTION by Commissioner Siqueiros, SECONDED and CARRIED, the Commission 
ADOPTED, by Roll Call Vote, the following resolution, as amended: 

 
Resolution Commending Governor Brown for Supporting Student Access to 

Higher Education 
 
Whereas, California has a vital interest in making sure no Cal Grant-eligible student 
forgoes college because he or she cannot afford the cost; and,  
 
Whereas, in line with this vital interest the California Student Aid Commission supports 
broad, equitable access to higher education; and, 
 
Whereas, Governor Brown has presented a 2013-14 budget proposal that maintains Cal 
Grant awards at levels set in 2012 and supports the Commission’s operations budget for 
disbursing aid to students; let it now, therefore, be: 
 
Resolved, that the California Student Aid Commission commends Governor Brown for 
proposing a budget that strives to ensure the promise that college opportunity is 
available to California students.  

 
IN FAVOR:  Commissioners Anton, Arzate, Beltran, Conley, Doud, Geiogue, Le Grande, 
Moore, Shah, Siqueiros and McDowell.  
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ABSENT: Commissioners Garcia Vasquez and Keene. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6  – CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO AMEND THE 

BAGLEY-KEENE OPEN MEETING ACT  (Information/Action) 
 
This agenda item was referred to the Strategic Policy and Planning Committee. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7 –  REPORT ON COMMISSION POLICY FRAMEWORK AND 

CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE POLICY PLANNING (Information/Action) 
 
On MOTION by Commissioner Geiogue, SECONDED and CARRIED, the Commission 
APPROVED, by Roll Call Vote, the addition of an in-person strategic planning meeting on June 
20-21, 2013. 
 
IN FAVOR:  Commissioners Anton, Arzate, Beltran, Conley, Doud, Geiogue, Le Grande, 
Moore, Shah, Siqueiros and McDowell.  
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Garcia Vasquez and Keene. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 8 –  NEW BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED AT FUTURE COMMISSION 

MEETINGS (Information/Action) 
 
The Commission may consider the following topics at future meetings: 
 

• Terms of Commission Officers; 
• SB 70 Regulations Update; 
• Dream Act Update; 
• Legislative and Budget Update; and 
• Deactivation of the Grant Advisory Committee. 

 
The Student Impact Committee may consider the following topics at future meetings: 
 

• Transfer of TANF Funds and impact on Cal Grant recipients and schools; 
• Restoring access grants to the private and non-profit sector; 
• LAO’s Recommendations from its Analysis of New Cal Grant Eligibility Rules; and 
• Resolution to U.S. Department of Education urging the Department to Restrict Cohort 

Default Rate Manipulation.  
 
The Strategic Policy and Planning Committee may consider the following topics at future 
meetings: 

• Boilerplate for Future Agendas, including: 
o Minutes; 
o Public Comment; 
o Executive Director’s Report; 
o Committee Reports; and  
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o Standing Closed Session; 
• Whether the Commission Should Have Teleconferences or In-Person Meetings 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the teleconference meeting of the California Student Aid 
Commission adjourned at 3:47 p.m. 
 
 
 

        
CRIS ARZATE, SECRETARY 
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