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History of the California Student Aid Commission

One of the earliest proposals for the development of a California state scholarship
program was in the 1948 Strayer Committee report on the Needs of California in
Higher Education. This proposal contained a plan for a series of subsistence
scholarships to be awarded to deserving applicants throughout the state on the basis
of academic ability and potential for success in college. In the spring of 1955, the
Legislature passed Assembly Bill 1546, known as the Hegland-Shell-Donahoe and
Donald D. Doyle Act, and the Governor signed the bill on July 8, 1955. The Act
provided for a series of competitive undergraduate scholarships, which were to be
used for payment of tuition and fees. The awards were to be granted on the basis of a
competitive examination, demonstrated financial need, and additional requirements
pertaining to residency and citizenship.

The law required that the program administration be assigned to a State Scholarship
Commission, whose members were to be appointed by the Governor and that each
scholarship be used for undergraduate study at an accredited collegiate institution
within the state. Each awardee was eligible to renew the award; however, the award
could not exceed a maximum of four years or the completion of the under-
graduate program.

Eventually, legislation changed the name of the State Scholarship Commission to the
California Student Aid Commission (Commission), expanded its membership, and the
rest is history:

* The State Scholarship became the Cal Grant A program.

* In 1968 the College Opportunity Grant was created and later changed to the Cal
Grant B program.

* In 1973 the Occupational Education and Training Grant was created and later
changed to the Cal Grant C program.

* In 1977 legislation authorized the Commission to be California’s designated guarantor
for the Guaranteed Student Loan Program, which later changed to the Federal
Family Education Loan (FFEL) Program.

* In1996 legislation authorized the creation of a non-profit, public-benefit, auxiliary
Corporation to assist the Commission in administering FFEL Programs. Following
the passage of this legislation, the Commission founded EdFund as its loan
auxiliary on January 1, 1997.

* Upon cessation of the FFEL program in 2009, the Commission’s loan portfolio was
transferred to a private, non-profit servicer, Educational Credit Management
Corporation (ECMC), thus ending the Commission’s participation in the federal loan
programs.

« Cal Grant Entitlement awards began with the 2001-02 year. Senate Bill 1644, Statutes
of 2000 (Chapter 403), created a new Cal Grant Program with guaranteed Entitlement
awards for recent high school graduates. This legislation represented the greatest
expansion of access to higher education in California since the federal government
implemented the G.I. Bill.
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History of the California Student Aid Commission

» Assembly Bill (AB) 540 passed in 2001 to allow non-resident California
students to pay the lower resident fees at California’s public colleges and
universities. InJuly 2011, AB 130 was signed into law to allow AB 540
students to apply for private scholarships for use at California’s public higher
education institutions. In October 2011, AB 131 was signed into law to allow AB
540 students to apply for California state financial aid such as the University of
California Grants, State University Grants and Board of Governor’s fee
waivers, Cal Grants, and other State-administered financial aid. Together,
these two bills comprise the California Dream Act.

* In April 2012, the California Dream Act Application (CADA) was created to
collect data from Dream Act students not eligible to file the Free Applicant
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The CADA is used by institutions in the
awarding of financial aid/fee waivers to eligible AB 540 students, and by the
Commission in awarding Cal Grants. Other than the residency exception
made by AB 540, the Commission makes no distinction between Cal Grant
awards resulting from either application. Likewise, verification of most Dream
Application elements are the same as for students who filed the FAFSA, with
differences outlined in this handbook.

* The Middle Class Scholarship (MCS) was established in the 2014-15
academic year to serve University of California (UC) and California State
University (CSU) students with family income up to $150,000 and whose
family assets do not exceed $150,000. The MCS is for those who are not
already served by the federal Pell Grant, institutional grants, or the Cal Grant
program.

* Over the years, several Specialized Programs have been created, and some
have been phased out, in order to best serve specific student populations.
Specialized Programs may include grants, scholarships, or loan repayment
assistance, and the Commission administers some of them on behalf of other
state agencies using state and federal funding.

The year 2015, marks the Commission’s 60th year of providing financial aid
services to California students. In 2014-15, the Commission administered
approximately $1.8 billion in local assistance funding to approximately 350,000
students.

Since its creation by the Legislature, in 1955, the Commission continues to operate as
the principal state agency responsible for administering state financial aid programs for
students attending public and private universities, colleges, and vocational schools in
California.

The Commission has never wavered from its central mission to make education
beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians or our vision toward
a California that invests in educational opportunity, fosters an active, effective
citizenry, and provides a higher quality of social and economic life for its
citizens.
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History of the California Student Aid Commission

The Commission provides financial aid policy analysis and leadership, in partnership
with California's colleges, universities, financial institutions, and financial aid
associations.

The Commission includes fifteen appointed Commissioners. Eleven of the
commissioners are appointed by the Governor and represent students, segments of the
State's higher education community, and the general public. The Chair of the Senate
Rules Committee and the Speaker of the Assembly each appoint two members.

This handbook refers most specifically to the Cal Grant programs and provides
guidance and direction for student eligibility, institutional eligibility, and the application,
awarding, disbursement, and reconciliation processes. Other Specialized Programs
are mentioned, but no specific guidance for administration is given in this handbook.
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California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
Chapter 1
Institutional Participation Agreement

This Chapter discusses the Institution Participation Agreement (IPA), a
contract between the California Student Aid Commission and Cal Grant
participating institutions.

Chapter Highlights

= IPA Articles

= Types of Qualifying Institutions

= Title IV Participation

= Eligibility Qualifications for New Institutions

= Renewal IPA Requirements

= Required Documents & Criteria for All
Institutions
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Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA)

IPA Articles

The sections of the IPA are called Articles. The titles of the IPA Articles are:
Article I: Participation

Article 1I: General Provisions

Article IlI: Account Maintenance — Institutional Responsibilities

Article IV: Disbursement — Institutional Responsibilities

Article V: Cal Grant Administration — Commission Responsibilities
Article VI: Cal Grant Program Administration — Information Security
Article VII: Corrective Measures Article VIII: Agreement Duration

Article IX: Certification

Quialifying institutions of higher education must fulfill the statutory and regulatory
requirements to participate in the Cal Grant Programs.

Quialifying institutions must also demonstrate the administrative capability to administer
Cal Grant funds as well as meet such other standards as adopted by Commission
regulation, in consultation with the California Department of Finance.

An institution, or a specific site of an otherwise qualifying institution, shall be deemed
disqualified if it no longer possesses all of the requirements for a qualifying institution.

Branch campuses are not Cal Grant eligible unless they also meet all of the
requirements listed above.

An institution disqualified from participating in the Title IV federal student aid programs
will no longer qualify for Cal Grant participation.

An institution disqualified pursuant to this section may later become, upon approval by

the Commission, a “qualifying institution” by complying with the California Education
Code, this handbook and the Institutional Participation Agreement.

Cal Grant Qualifying Institutions

California Public Postsecondary Education Institutions
This category includes:

» University of California institutions

+ California State University campuses
+ California Community Colleges
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1 - Institutional Participation Agreement

CEC 69432.7 (D(1)(B)

CEC 69432.7 (D(1)(C)

CEC 69432.7 (I
CCR 30009

IPA Article |- Cal
Grant

Program
Administration

IPA Article |l Cal
Grant Administration
— General Provisions
and Article IX
Certification

CEC 69432.7(1)(B)

CEC 69432.7() (1)
CCR 300009 (b

CCR 30009

California Department
of Finance

34 CER Parts 602&603

ESA Handbook
Refer to Chapter 17,
Institution Program
Compliance
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California Private or Independent Postsecondary Educational Institutions

These institutions must have federal Title IV participation that includes the
Pell Grant Program and at least two of the following federal student aid
programs: (i) Federal Work-Study, (ii) Federal Stafford Loan Program, (iii)
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant Program.

Participation means the institution has been allocated and is disbursing those
Title IV funds to students.

Cal Grant Qualifying Institutional Criteria

California postsecondary schools participating in the Cal Grant Program must
meet the statutory and regulatory requirements to be a qualifying institution.

The IPA sets the terms and conditions for those California postsecondary schools
to be eligible to participate in the Cal Grant Programs.

A Cal Grant qualifying institution must meet the following state required criteria:

* Be located and providing instruction in California;

* Be approved by the U.S. Department of Education to participate in the Pell
Grant program and at least two of the following Title IV programs: Federal
Work-Study, the Federal Stafford Loan program and the Federal State Equal
Opportunity Grant Program*;

* Receive and disburse federal funds at each California campus or location
where Cal Grant recipients attend;

* Have proven administrative capability and financial responsibility in
accordance with federal and state statutes and regulations;

« Maintain written policies and procedures governing the administration and
processing of Cal Grant funds;

* Beinadegree granting institution that offers programs leading to award of an
associate or baccalaureate degree or certificate;

* Have a current signed and approved IPA;

* Be compliant with applicable federal and state statutes and
regulations;

+ Be accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency;

* Maintain Western Association of Schools and Colleges accreditation;
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| —
1

Institutional Participation Agreement

+ Participate in the Commission’s Grant Delivery System (GDS) WebGrants;
* Maintain the Commission’s Information Security requirements; Compliance Process
* Ensure adequate security of information used in the Cal Grants programs;
» Provide consortium and contractual agreements between eligible or ineligible
institutions upon request; CEC69432.7 () (1) (A) =

* Provide the most recent year’s license passage exam rates on an Internet Web (cﬂ():R 30009

site;
* Have their latest three-year cohort default rate (CDR) is below 15.5%**; and,
* Have a graduation rate of greater than 20%**.

* If an institution wishes to establish Title IV participation eligibility, they should contact | EEENSNERERvAINIrAm.

the U.S. Department of Education’s Case Management for California office at (415) Programs Administration

486-5611. — Information Security

** These CDR and graduation rate thresholds do not apply to qualifying institutions

with 40 percent or less of their undergraduate students borrowing federal student IPA Article Il Cal Grant

loans. Program Administration
— General Provisions

The SB 70 (Chapter 7, Statutes of 2011) requires that institutions provide enroliment, section J

persistence and graduation data for all students, including aggregate information on
Cal Grant recipients. Provide job placement rate and salary and wage information

for each program that is either: Rfoir 1D GRSz,

Award Cycles
o Designed or advertised to lead to a particular type of job; or
e Advertised or promoted with any claim regarding job placement. CEC 694332

Eligible Cal Grant recipients attending an ineligible institution will be notified that
their award cannot be used at that institution. Cal Grant recipients must attend a Cal
Grant eligible institution in order to use an award.

Renewal IPA Requirements

All Cal Grant qualifying institutions must renew their IPA when the current active IPA
terminates, regardless of when that IPA was initiated.

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
2/11/2016 — Version 2.1 9


http://www.eligcert.ed.gov/
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I4B618230CA4211E2806DD2F032840F41?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69430-69433.9

1 - Institutional Participation Agreement

Note: Institutions may
assign 1 Authorized
Official and up to 2
System
Administrators.
System
Administrators may
grant access to all
users who require
access to the
Commission’s
network and data.

Grant Operations
Memo 2011-36 New
EFT Requirement

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

Required Documents & Criteria for All Institutions

The documents required for an initial application to participate in Cal Grant programs
are located on the CSAC website.

The Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA) must be signed by the institution’s
President, Chancellor or CEO as reported to the U.S. Department of Education.
Each document will require an original signature in blue ink.

The following additional forms are required and available on the Commission website
and include:

» Cal Grant College Cost Estimate: Requests information regarding undergraduate
and vocational/technical programs used to determine a student’s cost of
attendance at your institution. Please base the cost estimate on the most costly
program offered at your institution.

« Contact Information: Lists the names of key staff responsible for different aspects
of administering the Cal Grant program and disseminating pertinent student
financial aid program information.

* Information Security & Confidentiality Agreement: Provides the names of staff
agreeing to comply with the security requirements as a condition of accessing
the WebGrants system and data.

* WebGrants College System Administrator’s Access Request Form: Allows the
System Administrator (SA) to grant users at the institution access to the
WebGrants system. The form must be authorized by the school’s authorized
official (AO).

» Electronic Fund Transfer Application: Cal Grant funds are transferred directly
from the State Controller’s Office to the participating institution’s specified
account. This information allows institutions to receive funds electronically.

* Program Review Survey: This survey provides an overview of the institution and
its existing financial aid practices.

Other campus documents that must be submitted include:
* Current Institutional Catalog: A current copy of the institution’s campus catalog
describing the length of the courses of study offered. This may be provided

electronically or as a link to the online catalog.

+ Third Party Audited Financial Statement: A copy of the institution’s audited
financial statements for at least the two (2) most recently completed fiscal years.
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1- Institutional Participation Agreement

* Financial Aid Disbursement Policy: The institution is required to establish and
maintain a written disbursement policy and schedule that includes the institution’s
enroliment/payment periods reported to the Commission. If this information is
provided in the campus catalog, please mark that page.

* Cal Grant Refund Policy: The institution is required to establish and maintain a
written refund policy that includes the Cal Grant Program. In the case of a refund
(for example, if a recipient withdraws, drops out, or is expelled for a term for which a
payment is made), the policy should specify how the institution calculates the refund
based upon the institution’s refund policy and how it determines the portion to be
returned to the Commission on behalf of the State.

Commission Review and Verification of Submitted IPAs

The Commission will also use information collected from the U.S. Department of
Education regarding the institution’s Title IV eligibility, accreditation, and state
authorization to verify and determine the institution’s eligibility to participate in the Cal
Grant program.
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California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
Chapter 2
WebGrants (WG) Participation

WebGrants 1s the Commission’s online database. This chapter includes general
WebGrants information regarding access, use and security training.

Chapter Highlights

WebGrants (WG) Overview

Annual Update

Information Security Training

WG Help

WG Tools

WG Account Information - Getting Started
Passwords and Password Hints

Privacy and Security

WG Minimum Browser Information

WG Training Webinars

L L R
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WebGrants Participation

WebGrants Overview

WebGrants is the Commission web-enabled access portal into the Grant Delivery CA Civil Code 1798, et
system. It has access portals for colleges, high schools and students. Institutional districts EeBaieliuk i e)

and county offices may be granted access as well. WebGrants offers institutions real- Practices Act

time access as well as standardized reports.
CA Government Code

To acquire access to WebGrants, the Commission requires a signed security form from a 62206265

campus executive officer or Authorized Official (AO) stated in the IPA. Upon approval, the
institution selects no more than two designated System Administrators (SA), who control
WebGrants access at the campus level. The AO and the SA cannot be the same person. Breach Notification
Only the Commission has the ability to add, change, or deactivate the institution’s Act
designated System Administrator. Access for campus staff is granted by the SA. -

SSN Privacy Act

Gramm-Leach-Blile

The institution’s System Administrators use the User Access Request Form to add, Act 1999, Privacy
change, or deactivate user IDs. These forms remain on file at the school. Rule amendment

2000, and Safeguard
The link to the WebGrants Access Forms is located in the drop down menu from the Rule 2002

Colleges tab on the Commission’s website.
Fair and Accurate

Credit Transaction
.'T. alifornia Act 2003 (Disposal

‘,K Student Aid Commission — : 8 Rule)
HOM

r

TS & PARENTS | HIGH SCHOOLS & COLLEGES UTREACH & PR REPORTS & PUBLICATIONS

Family Educational
Right and Privacy Act

Cal Grant Program Institutional Participation Agreement Compliance Review IT_Technical Documents FERPA) 1972

Outines operatonal and elgbity Cal Grant nsteutional Participation Agreement (PA) Learn about the process Technical and IT related documents .(—)—

Eorms Senate Bill 70 Information IEAR Access Forms

Access and transacton forms Student and nsttution eligibity changes Foderal webste for professionals Access and securty

Disabled Student Programs Training Resources 34 CER 99.31

Disabity services and nformaton Webinars and power point Tools and nformation

Income and Asset Ceilings Chalee - Foster Youth

Chart to review Coordnators guide CEC 49073_490797

Forms - For Financial Aid Administrators

College GPA Information - Grade Point Average verffication and submission guidance forms

Program Comphance Review - For schools in Ci programs.

Internet Tools - Additional Web Site Resources For The Financial Aid Professional

WebGrants -
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2 - WebGrants Participation

Annual Update

IPA Article VI

Information Security . “ . .
Section E Colleges are annually required to renew the “Information Security and

Confidentiality Agreement” and “System Administrator’'s Access Request Form.”
This helps to ensure that access to WebGrants is limited to active campus
employees.

All users, including the Authorized Official and System Administrator(s), will lose
access to WebGrants on June 30 if the forms are not sent to the Commission.
IPA Article VI F and

Information Security Changes in the Authorized Official and System Administrator(s) require notifying
Agreement the Commission.

The Contacts section of WebGrants is used by the Commission to contact
appropriate institution personnel. Changes in staff should be noted here to allow
for effective communication between the Commission and institutions.

Information Security Training

Information security training must be completed annually by college staff who
have access to WebGrants. This training may be either Commission-supplied
or institutional-supplied and must cover the areas of information security, privacy
and confidentiality.

WebGrants Help

WebGrants Help has information under the following categories:

« General Information
* Publications

* User Guides

* Training Materials

* File Specifications
* Security

WebGrants Tools
Presentation

WebGrants Tools

The Commission has created several macro-enabled Excel spreadsheets to allow
campuses to open certain data reports. Since many versions of Excel are in
use at campuses, each report has several different tools based on the Excel
version in use.
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2 - WebGrants Participation

WebGrants Account Information — Getting Started
To get started, you need to contact your school’s System Administrator.
If your school does not have a designated System Administrator already, you may

submit the “Request for system Administrator Access” form located at
http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1194 .

Passwords and Password Hints

Your password helps keep the information you enter in your account private and
secure, so passwords must contain at least 6 characters including both letters and
numbers. Passwords are case sensitive and must be changed every 90 days. More
details are provided on WebGrants regarding special character requirements needed in a
password. It should be a word that’s easy for you to remember. IPA. Article V —Cal

Grant Programs
If you forget your password, please contact your System Administrator to have it reset. If Administration-

your System Administrator needs a password reset, he or she must contact the Commission’s
Commission Helpdesk (refer to Commission Contact Information.) Responsibilities, G
and H

Reminder: According to the Security and Confidentiality Agreement, accounts are specific
to the user and cannot be shared.
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2 - WebGrants Participation

: Privacy and Security
IPA, Article V. = Cal

Grant Programs
Administration-
Commission’s
Responsibilities, G
and H WebGrants Minimum Browser Requirements

Your password and contact information in your WebGrants account is
completely private and secure and is protected by SSL 128 Bit encryption.

Although basic functionality in WebGrants is possible with internet Explorer 5.5.,
w e strongly suggest that you use the latest browser versions available. For
optimum results, please use the following browser(s) versions:

Mozilla Firefox version 10.0 and higher, or
Microsoft Internet Explorer version 9.0 and higher

At this time, students should not use Chrome, Safari and other mobile browsers.

WebGrants Training & Webinars

The Commission has committed to providing Cal Grant qualifying institutions with
Commission Training training and offers an ongoing series of webinars. Many recorded webinars and
mini-trainings are available on the Commission’s website. These trainings are
constantly being updated to reflect the most up to date information.
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California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
Chapter 3
Applications, Grade Point Average (GPA) and
Deadlines

This chapter discusses the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA),
the California Dream Act Application (CADA), the Cal Grant Grade Point
Average; verification submission and the deadlines for submitting these forms.

Chapter Highlights

= Application Process

= GPA

— Deadlines

— Commission Draw Down of FAFSA/ISIR
Data

— The Student Aid Report (SAR)
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Applications, GPA and Deadlines

Application Process

The first step for students in the application process is filing an on-time financial aid
application. Chapter 6 discusses the application procedures for California Dream Act
Application (CADA), although some information is also provided in this Chapter.

Cal Grant program eligibility is determined by several levels of requirements. Before a
new applicant can be considered for a Cal Grant, they must file an on-time Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or California Dream Act Application
(CADA), whichever is applicable. Additionally, a verified Grade Point Average (GPA)
must be received timely for all new applicants to be considered for an award. A new Cal
Grant applicant is someone who is currently not receiving a Cal Grant award.

The FAFSA/CADA collects financial and other information used to calculate the
expected family contribution (EFC) and to determine a student’s eligibility. For the
FAFSA, this is done through computer matches with other agencies.

Documents such as tax forms, W-2 forms or academic transcripts should be sent to the
institution as the Commission will not accept or evaluate these forms.

The Cal Grant application process begins when the student:
* Files a FAFSA OR a CADA and;

+ Submits a Grade Point Average (GPA) form, verified by the school and by the
specified deadline

Other documents that show a student’s or parent’s income, such as tax forms or W-2
forms, will not be accepted or evaluated by the Commission.

FAFSA

+ Establishes financial need

* |Is submitted online or by mail (paper form) to the U.S. Department of Education.

* If student submits a paper FAFSA, they can use FAFSA on the Web to view their
FAFSA information and make corrections.

CADA

» Establishes financial need

* |Is submitted online or by mail (paper form) to the Commission

* No data matches with federal databases

» Corrections to a CADA can be made using the online portal
https://dream.csac.ca.gov

An applicant should not submit both the FAFSA and the CADA for the same award yeatr,
unless their status changes and they are now eligible to file a FAFSA.
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lllinois, two hours
ahead of Pacific
Standard Time, so the
Commission will
accept any processed
FAFSA with an
application received
date one day beyond
the actual deadline.

CEC 69433

CCR 30002

IPA, Article IV, B:
Confirmation of

Eligibility

Refer to Chapter 6:
California Dream Act
for more information
about the CADA
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FAFSA Instructions

http://ifap.ed.qov/ifap/

searchResponse.jsp The FAFSA and CADA are organized in steps, each consisting of a group of
related questions, with a group of instructions on how to fill out each question.
£ADA Federal financial aid can be offered to citizens and eligible non-citizens only.

Dream Act applicants must meet AB 540 criteria.

As of the date that the financial aid application was signed (FAFSA or CADA) it is
considered a “snapshot” of the family’s information that can be updated only in
certain circumstances and only particular items.

Assembling Materials

Worksheets are Before completing the FAFSA or CADA, students and parents should assemble certain

available online at materials, including the following:

www.fafsa.gov

* The FAFSA on the Web Worksheet or CADA Worksheet and any additional
application materials required by the college or vocational school*;

* For the FAFSA, the student’s and parent’s Social Security Number (SSN).

» For the Dream Application, the student and parent's DACA Social Security Number
(SSN), if they have one, or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), if they
have one.

*The FAFSA on the Web worksheet is not the financial aid application, nor is it part of
the application. The worksheet is merely a tool or a guide to help complete the FAFSA
on the Web, and should not be submitted.

Students and parents should work carefully though the applications. Using the worksheet
prior to completing the application can make the application process faster and easier.
The purpose of the worksheet is to collect and document information before beginning
the application process.

To complete the FAFSA or CADA, students and parents may also need to reference
family financial records, including the following:

* Prior year U.S. income tax return (IRS Form 1040, 1040A, or 1040EZ2);

* Federal Form 1099 — re: misc. income

* W-2forms and other records of money earned in the prior year;

* Records of untaxed income such as Social Security, TANF, AFDC and other low-
income assistance programs and veterans benefits;

e Current bank statements;

« Current mortgage information on all family property, not including the primary family
residence;

¢ Business and farm records; and

¢ Records of stocks, bonds, and other investments
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3 - Applications, GPA and Deadlines

At the FAFSA on the Web site, students can make live contact, online, by selecting the
Chat button conveniently located within the pages of the application.

Before sending the application, students should make sure they do the following:

« Carefully complete the demographic information including mailing address and email
address.

« List an eligible Cal Grant school in the school release portion of the applications.

» Complete all questions that are presented. Skip logic in the applications may not be
present for all possible questions.

* Complete the question on the FAFSA regarding parents’ education, if the student
wishes to receive maximum consideration for a Cal Grant Competitive award.

+ Verify that the names and Social Security numbers on the application are correct.

» Applicants should print out and save a copy of the submission “confirmation” page,
which includes the application confirmation number. This number can be used to
prove timely submission, if necessary.

Consequence

The consequences of incomplete, incorrect or untimely submissions is that the awarding
of a Cal Grant might be delayed or forfeited. Financial aid applications and the GPA have
to be completed timely and accurately for a student to receive Cal Grant consideration.

Students who become aware of an error or omission on their applications should submit
corrections directly to the processor as early as possible. As long as the original
FAFSA/CADA application was received by the deadline, the Commission will use the
most recent FAFSA/CADA information on record when running the March 2" or
September 2" cycles.

Signatures Required

Applications - FAFSA (on the web or paper)
Dependent Student | Student and one parent must sign with either
signature or PIN
Independent Student | Student and, if applicable, spouse must sign
with either signature or PIN

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
2/11/2016 — Version 2.1 20



3 - Applications, GPA and Deadlines

CEC 69432.9 (c)

CCR 30007
CCR 30008

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

GPA

Though considered need-based financial aid, the Cal Grant program was
designed to include an academic qualifier. A certified GPA establishes academic
merit and is a critical component for a new applicant to be considered for a Cal
Grant award. Once certified, the GPA may be submitted electronically by the
school via WebGrants or the paper Cal Grant GPA Verification Form (G-4) may
be submitted by mail. GPAs may be submitted beginning in October prior to the
academic award year, but must be submitted by the deadline (March 2 or
September 2, depending on the award cycle.)

If the student’s GPA is higher than originally reported, they may update their GPA

prior to the award cycle and the Commission will use the highest applicable GPA
on file when the award cycle is run.

Types of GPAs

High School GPA

» High school GPAs should be based on classes successfully completed

* If student applies during senior year of high school, the GPA will be based on
his/her sophomore and junior grades, including any summer terms after each of
those years.

* If the student applies in the year following high school graduation or the equivalent
(“one year out”), the GPA will be based on his/her sophomore, junior and senior
grades.

Reestablished GPA

* Based on 16 to 24 community college transferable semester units

Community College GPA

» Based on at least 24 semester or 36 transferable quarter units

College GPA

» Based on at least 24 semester or 36 transferable quarter units, regardless of the
grade received
* Does not include remedial courses

The majority of GPAs submitted for Cal Grant award consideration are
uploaded directly from the student’s former or current school. Electronic
submission is encouraged and the preferred method for submitting GPAs.
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3 - Applications, GPA and Deadlines

If a paper GPA form is the only submission option, students and schools must
complete the Cal Grant GPA Verification Form (G-4). Once completed, it should be
mailed to the Commission, where it is manually entered into WebGrants (faxes are
often not legible and therefore cannot be keyed). Report cards or transcripts, official
other otherwise, cannot be accepted to meet the Cal Grant GPA submission
requirements.

GPA Submission is a Student Responsibility

Since most colleges and high schools now submit GPAs electronically, the student
should verify that the Commission received the GPA by checking the status in
WebGrants for Students prior to the deadline. It is ultimately the student's
responsibility to ensure that the Commission receives the verified GPA on time.

Exception: Per SB 2160, beginning fall 2015, CA public high schools, including charter
schools, are required to submit a certified GPA electronically to the Commission for
pupils that are enrolled in grade 12, unless the student (18 years of age or over) or
parent of student (17 years of age or less) opts out. This information will be used in the
2016-17, March 2, Cal Grant award cycle.

Commission Mailing Recommendation

The Commission recommends that students mailing time sensitive items to the
Commission obtain a U.S. Postal Service Certificate of Mailing and a copy of the
document they are sending. More expensive mailing certifications, such as the use of
UPS or FedEx are not necessatry.

Should a Cal Grant application deadline fall on a weekend or state holiday, the
Commission will accept G-4 forms postmarked or electronic GPA submissions dated
through the next business day.
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Academic Qualifiers

Test scores may be submitted by new applicants in lieu of a certified GPA in limited
circumstances if:

* The applicant does not have a valid GPA; or

* The applicant’'s GPA was earned at a high school that does not meet the
Commission’s GPA standards (not WASC accredited, not regionally accredited,
or does not have an approved a-g course list); or

* The applicant attended high school outside of the United States and cannot get
their GPA converted to a 4.0 scale; or

* The applicant’s GPA is more than 5 years old at the time of the application
deadline. A student who has a valid GPA may not submit a test score unless the
GPA is more than five years old.

Acceptable test scores are limited to the following:

* American College Testing (ACT) -
The ACT is a national college admissions examination that consists of subject
area tests in English, Math, Reading and Science.

* General Education Development (GED) -
The GED is a national test that may be taken by persons who are 18 years of age
or older. Test topics include; reading, writing, math science and social studies.

* High School Equivalency Test (HiSet) -
The HiSet is a nationally recognized proficiency exam and consists of five core
areas; reading, writing, math, science and social studies.

+ Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) -
Reasoning Test (Part 1) - The SAT Reasoning Test is one of the most widely used
standardized tests to determine college admission. This test has 3 major sections:
math, reading and writing (which includes a written essay). Although Part Il of the
SAT may be required for college admissions, Part | is the only portion of the SAT
that the Commission will accept.

* Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) —
The TASC is a new test only offered in a few states nationally. Soon there will be
testing facilities in California. The TASC is comprised of five subject areas;
Reading, Writing, Math, Science and Social Studies.

2014-15 Minimum Required Cal Cal
Test Scores Grant B|Grant A

ACT ~ American College Test 16 26

GED ~ General Education

Development/Diploma/Degree 45 63

(Erior to 2002)

GED ~ (2002 or later) 450 550

SA:T ~ Scholastic Aptitude Test 854 068

(Brior to 2005)

SAT ~ (2005 or later) 1268 | 1440
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3 - Applications, GPA and Deadlines

CEC 69437 (b.)(1)

Deadlines

The FAFSA or CADA are available in January for the upcoming academic year.

New applicants enrolling at a qualifying baccalaureate degree granting institution
must submit a completed FAFSA or CADA by March 2", Students who are
enrolling at a California Community College are eligible to submit their FAFSA or
CADA by March 2" or September 2",

California law does not allow a state filing deadline to fall upon a Saturday,
Sunday or holiday. As a result, these deadlines may, in some years, be extended

to the next business day. Students mailing their application are encouraged to

obtain a US Postal Service Certificate of Mailing as proof of filing by the deadline

date.

The second (C2) round of community college Cal Grant competitive awards uses

the September 2 deadline. Due to the large number of applicants and limited

amount of awards, Dream Act applicants are excluded from consideration for Cal
Grant Competitive awards.

Entitlement (E1)  [Transfer Entitlement [Competitive (C1) |Competitive (C2)
(E2)
All schools Baccalaureate schools [All schools ICCCs only
only
ICal Grant A March 2 March 2 arch 2 September 2
ICal Grant B March 2 March 2 arch 2 September 2
ICal Grant C 5 }_ March 2

The timeliness of a FAFSA or CADA is determined by the Application Receipt
Date. This is the date that the federal processor or the Commission receives the
applications.
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Commission Draw Down of FAFSA/ISIR Data

Institutional Student Information Reports (ISIRs) for the Commission are placed in a
‘mailbox” set up by the Central Processor. The Commission’s mailbox is populated with
all ISIRs generated from FAFSASs that fit at least one of the following profiles:

* FAFSAs completed by California residents; and
* FAFSAs listing a California college on the FAFSA.

Without an ISIR, the Commission is not able to authoritatively determine whether an
application is on time or Cal Grant eligible. If the errors are not corrected this could result
in the student being excluded from receiving Cal Grant consideration.

Output Documents

When the FAFSA is processed, the Central Processing System (CPS) sends the
applicant a confirmation in the form of a Student Aid Report (SAR) and creates an
Institutional Student Information Report (ISIR) to send to schools and to state financial
agencies, such as the Commission.

For Entitlement awards, the Commission draws down and evaluates the ISIRs
continuously from mid-January through December 31, or until such time that the student
is awarded. Once the student has been determined eligible and awarded, the
Commission does not evaluate subsequent ISIRs. It is up to the school to notify the
Commission if the student no longer meets eligibility criteria due to ISIR changes.

For Competitive awards, the most recent ISIR submitted on or before March 2nd or
September 2nd, whichever applies, will be used.

The state requires new and renewal students to have family income and assets at or
below the published Cal Grant Ceilings. The law provides a “simplified EFC” calculation for CEC 69432.7 (k)
a student who meets certain income and tax filing requirements and automatically excludes
assets from the EFC calculations.
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California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
Chapter 4
General Cal Grant Requirements

This chapter discusses federal Title IV eligibility requirements, which are also
required for Cal Grant eligibility, regardless of what type of Cal Grant the

student receives (Entitlement or Competitive, new or renewal). Distinctions
between the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and California

Dream Act Application are noted.

LUudd 4l

U uuy

Chapter Highlights

Overview

General Title IV Requirements
Citizenship

Selective Service

Not Incarcerated

Not in Default or Overpayment of Federal
Student Loans or Grants
Satisfactory Academic Progress
California Residency

No Prior Bachelor's Degree
Attend a qualified Institution
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General Cal Grant Requirements

Overview

The Cal Grant program has general, financial and program requirements. A student
must meet all these requirements to be eligible to receive an award. This chapter
discusses the general requirements.

General Cal Grant Requirements

+ Bea U.S. citizen/national or eligible noncitizen, or AB 540 eligible

* Have met U.S. Selective Service requirements

* Not be incarcerated

* Not in default on Title IV federal student loans and not owe a refund of any Title IV
or state grant

* Maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress

* Be a California resident

* Not have a bachelor’s or professional degree before receiving Cal Grant (except
for post baccalaureate students enrolled in teaching credential programs)

« Attend a qualifying institution participating in the Cal Grant programs at least half-
time

* Bein a program leading to an undergraduate degree, certificate or first
professional degree

Citizenship

A person is a United States citizen by birth or by naturalization. U.S. citizens (born
in one of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, or abroad to a U.S. citizen) and
nationals (citizens of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam and the Northern
Mariana Islands and natives of American Samoa,) are eligible for most federal student
financial aid. Citizens of the Federated States of Micronesia and the republics of
Palau and the Marshall Islands are eligible only for Pell Grants, Federal Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grants and Federal Work-Study.

An eligible noncitizen is a U.S. permanent resident with an Alien Registration Receipt
Card (I-551), a conditional permanent resident (I-551C), or a noncitizen who has an
Arrival-Departure Record (1-94) from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) showing one of the following designations:

+  “Refugee”

*  “Asylum Granted”

*  “Cuban-Haitian Entrant, Status Pending”

» “Conditional Entrant” (valid only if issued before April 1, 1980)

» Victims of human trafficking, T-visa holder (T-2, T-3, or T-4, etc.)

+ “Parolee,” and be paroled into the United States for at least one year with
evidence from the USCIS that he or she is in the United States for other than a
temporary purpose and that he or she intends to become a U.S. citizen or
permanent resident
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+ A person who is a Battered Immigrant-Qualified Alien is also considered an
eligible noncitizen.

Non Eligible Citizenship Statuses

» Persons residing in the U.S. on a J1 or J2 exchange visitor visa, or another non-
immigrant visa, including those with work visas, are not eligible for federal or state
financial aid. This includes foreign government officials and their dependents.
Persons with the following visas or applications for visas are not federal or state
financial aid eligible, either.

CEEIC + Students who hold a T or U visa are eligible under AB 1899. T visa holders should
file the FAFSA while U visa holders should file the CADA.

* Non-Immigrant visa categories include: A, B-1, B-2, C, D-1, D-2, E, F-1, F-2, G, H-
1, H-2, H-3, H-4, 1, J, K, L, M-1, M-2, N, O-1, O-2, O-3, P-1, P-2, P-3, P-4, Q, R, S,
TN, TD, V and TWQV and NATO. These persons are not eligible for federal or
state financial aid assistance.

34 CER 668.32(i)

Selective Service Registration

Most male U.S. citizens and male immigrants living in the U.S. who are 18 through 25
CEC 69433.9 (b) ) . ) . ,

are required to register with the U.S. Selective Service.
Persons who are not required to register with Selective Service include men who are
in the U.S. on student or visitor visas, and men who are part of a diplomatic or trade
mission and their families. Almost all other male noncitizens are required to register,
including undocumented immigrants, legal permanent residents, and refugees. The
general rule is that if a male noncitizen takes up residency in the U.S. before his
26th birthday, he must register with Selective Service.

Selective Service
Registration

Both the FAFSA and CADA provide a Selective Service option to male students

CEC 69433.9 between the ages of 18 — 25. This option, if selected, will register these students with
the U.S. Selective Service system.

34 CFR 668.32())

34 CFR 668.37 Not Incarcerated

Students who are currently incarcerated are not eligible for Cal Grant benefits.
However, a student may apply for program participation while incarcerated if they will
be able to accept the award upon their release.

A student is considered to be incarcerated if serving a criminal sentence in a federal,
state, or local penitentiary, prison, jail, reformatory, work farm, or similar correctional
institution (whether it is operated by the government or a contractor). A student is not
considered to be incarcerated if in a half-way house or home detention or is
sentenced to serve only weekends.

Students will be withdrawn from the Cal Grant program when the
Commission is notified of their incarceration.
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Not in default or overpayment of student loans or grants 34 CFR 668.32 (
Astudentin default or who owes an overpayment on a Federal Student loan or grant
cannot receive further Title IV Federal Student Aid until the default or overpayment is
resolved by repaying the full amount or making acceptable payments.

CEC 694339 (d)
Institutions are responsible for verifying that a grant recipient is not in default on any CEC 69507.5

Title IV and that no refunds are owed a federal or state grant for overpayment.
National Student

. : . . . . . Loan Data Syst
Prior to payment, a school is required to verify, based on available information, that LR el

the student is not in default or does not owe a refund on a federal or state grant.
Available information may be obtained from the National Student Loan Data System.

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 34 CFR 668.32(f
CEC 69432.7(m)
The recipient must maintain SAP as defined by the school in accordance with the
federal requirements. Refer to the FSA Handbook for specific requirements (see link.) CEC 69433.5(a)
2014-15 FSA
California Residency Handbook, volume 2,

Chapter 3, Page 2-50

Only a resident of California is eligible for a Cal Grant award. In general, one year of

residence as of the residency determination date, with the intent to make California

the permanent state of residence, is required to meet state residency requirements,
with the exception of those students eligible under California Education Code (CEC

68130.5). This notable exception to establishing California residency is found in the

provisions of Assembly Bill 540

(AB 540).

The residency requirement is explained in the Institutional Participation Agreement CEE R
(IPA) as such:

) ) ) ) ) Refer to Chapter 7,
a. The residence determination date may be established based on the following: Calitornia Bream Act

i. If the governing board of a public Institution has adopted by regulation or policy, a Ee=eaeREkElks)
residence determination date [CEC 68023], that date shall be used for Cal Grant
purposes.

ii. The first day of instruction of the term for the award year in which the student is
enrolled as a Cal Grant recipient shall be the residence determination date for Cal
Grant purposes.

IPA Article V
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ii. In other cases, the residence determination date for Cal Grant purposes shall
be:
» Either the first day of instruction of the term for the award year in which
the student is enrolled as a Cal Grant recipient, or
* The date the Commission uses to make the preliminary determination of
California residency for purpose of offering a Cal Grant.

b. Public Institutions shall continue to use the procedures or rules and regulations
instituted by the respective governing boards for determining California
residency, including resolving conflicting information in the possession of the

Institution [CEC 68044].

c. Non-public Institutions may adopt the regulations in 5 CCR 54020 and 54024 or
they may develop and document their own policy which is not inconsistent with
5 CCR 54020-54024 and CEC 68060-68062, including the resolution of
conflicting information in the possession of the Institution.

d. Conflicting information may include indicators on the Institutional Student
Information Record (ISIR) such as:

* Permanent mailing address in a state other than California

» Driver’s license issued by a state other than California

+ Date of residence not more than a year prior to residence
determination date

* If minor parent’s state of address not California

* If minor parent’s date of residence not more than a year prior to residence
determination date, or

* Any other information available at the Institution, which shows
inconsistency with a claim of California residency

As stated in the Institutional Participation Agreement, “CSAC acknowledges the
validity of differing residency requirements among the segments of California
postsecondary education. Nevertheless, the Commission strongly recommends that
in the case of a student who has been determined to be a resident, has received a
Cal Grant, and then transfers to another California postsecondary Institution, that
Institutions NOT REESTABLISH residency requirements only in relation to the
reception of the student’s Cal Grant.”

Generally speaking:

» Residency for unmarried students who are less than 18 years of age by the
application deadline is based on the residency of their parent(s).

» All married students, regardless of age, and unmarried students 18 or older,
must establish their own residency.

+ If a minor student’s parent(s) are in the U.S. Armed Forces; stationed in
California and on active duty when the student enrolls, they are considered a
California resident.
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CEC 69434 (b)(5)
CEC 69433.5 (d)(2)

Chapter 6, Cal Grant
Programs and
Requirements

CEC 69433.5 (a) and
(0]
CEC 69432.7(f

For more information
about how a
postsecondary
institution qualifies
to participatein the
Cal Grant Program,
refer to Chapter 1, IPA

69433.5(e)
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Per the Institutional Participation Agreement:

1 Institutions shall apply the same residence determination date(s) to all their students
uniformly.

2CSAC acknowledges the validity of differing residency requirements among the segments of
California postsecondary education. Nevertheless, the Commission strongly recommends
that in the case of a student who has been determined to be a resident, has received a Cal
Grant, and then transfers to another California postsecondary Institution, that Institutions NOT
REESTABLISH residency requirements only in relation to the reception of the student’s Cal
Grant.

Students with questions regarding their residency status should contact their
campus admissions, registrar, or residency determination office, whichever is
applicable.

No Prior Bachelor’s or Professional Degree

Persons who already possess a baccalaureate degree are not Cal Grant
eligible. Also, students with baccalaureate or professional degrees from
unaccredited or foreign schools are ineligible for Cal Grant funds.

Exception to above: Cal Grant A and renewal participants who enroll in a post-
baccalaureate teaching credential program within 15 months of the end of the
term during which they last received a Cal Grant payment, may apply for one
extra year (100%) of Cal Grant payments. Cal Grants may not be applied to
graduate level degree programs.

Attend a Qualified Postsecondary Institution

Cal Grant participants must attend a California college at least half-time that
has an active Institutional Participation Agreement with the Commission.

Program Leading to Degree or Certificate

The student must be in a program leading to an undergraduate degree, certificate or

first professional degree.

A Cal Grant A Program recipient must be pursuing an undergraduate
associate’s (AA/AS) or bachelor’s degree (BA/BS). A Cal Grant B Program
recipient must be pursuing an undergraduate associate’s (AA/AS) or
bachelor’s degree (BA/BS) or occupational training certificate. Cal Grant C
recipients may only be pursuing an occupational training certificate or degree.
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Institutional Policies and Procedures

As indicated in the Institutional Participation Agreement, institutions are required to
develop and maintain written policies and procedures governing the administration and
processing of Cal Grant funds.

In order to measure an institution’s performance, it is necessary to evaluate and analyze
the institution’s implemented internal controls (procedures) for safeguarding the
operations and fiscal integrity of the Cal Grant programs. A routine procedure of the
program compliance review is to examine the institution’s controls and written
procedures.

It is imperative that institutions have written procedures so that in the event staff were to
leave their positions, written procedures would be available to direct staff to continue the
proper administration of the Cal Grant programs. An institution’s procedural manual
should include but not be limited to the following procedures:

* Administration of the Cal Grant programs

* Check disbursement

* Procedures by which Cal Grant funds are received, processed, disbursed,
reconciled and returned to the Commission

* Interest calculation procedures

* Award packaging procedures

* Refunds and repayment

* Overaward resolution

+ Confirmation of citizenship status

+ Completion of the verification process

» Satisfactory academic progress

» Other written procedures that are deemed necessary as it relates to student and/or
institutional eligibility
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California Student Aid Commission
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Chapter 5
Cal Grant Financial Requirements

This chapter discusses the maximum household income and asset levels
required for program participation for all new and returning recipients. It also
discusses how to make corrections if the student was awarded and does not
meet these thresholds.

Chapter Highlights

= Overview

= Income and Asset Ceilings
= Income

= Assets

= Financial Need Thresholds
= Corrections

= Disqualification

= Withdrawal
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Cal Grant Financial Requirements

Overview

The Cal Grant program has general, financial and program requirements. A student must
meet all these requirements to be eligible to receive an award. The Cal Grant has
financial requirements as well, including income, asset and minimum need thresholds.
This chapter discusses these financial requirements.

SB 70 requires that all renewing Cal Grant recipients do not exceed the income and asset
ceilings. This bill states that “the maximum household income and asset levels applicable
to a renewing applicant would be the greater of the adjusted household income and asset
levels or the maximum household income and asset levels at the time of the renewing
recipient’s initial Cal Grant award, as specified.”

Additionally, the Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA) requires schools to confirm
the recipient meets eligibility and program requirements. Specifically as stated in the IPA,
Article IV, B: 13 & 14, the school must confirm that:
IV, B: 13
The new and renewal recipient demonstrates the minimum financial need required for a
new or renewal Cal Grant award at the Institution according to federal financial need
methodology [CEC 69432.9(b)].
IV, B: 14
The recipient with a new or renewal award has family income and assets at/below the
published Cal Grant ceilings [CEC 69432.7(k) and 69433.2]. Even though the
Commission uses unalterable family income ceilings when selecting Cal Grant
recipients, all students are encouraged to apply, even if their family income and assets
are above the ceiling. Many things can happen between the time the student’s initial
financial data is submitted and the start of school. Filing an on time application allows a
campus to consider events that happen after the application is submitted, such as loss
of a job, family illnesses and natural disasters that can dramatically change a family's
financial situation.

CEC 69432.7 (k)

Cal Grants are need based financial aid programs determined by the federal student aid
formula (below) and other eligibility criteria. Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is a
number calculated by a formula established in federal law. EFC determines a student’s
eligibility for federal student aid.

Cost of Attendance (COA)
— Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
Financial Need (FN)

The maximum income and asset levels are part of those other eligibility criteria, discussed
in detail below. Eligibility for a Cal Grant is determined each year based on the family
financial information submitted by the student, which includes income and assets. It is
possible to lose eligibility for a Cal Grant if the student or student’s family income or
assets increase in future years. The Commission adjusts the maximum household income
and asset levels annually based on the percentage change in the cost of living as detailed
in the California State Annual Budget Bill.
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Title IV of the Higher
Education Act of

1965, as amended

B I

(HEA)

20 USC 1070 et seq.

Income Ceilings

www.ifap.ed.qov

CEC 69432.9 3 (A) and
3(B)

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

Income & Asset Ceilings

Each year the Commission publishes income and asset ceiling charts for the Cal
Grant Programs. These ceiling are subject to change until the annual state budget
is passed. The most recent income and asset ceilings are located on the
Commission’s website.

If a Cal Grant B recipient does not meet the income or asset or minimum need
criteria to be eligible for a renewal award, but does meet the requirements for a
Cal Grant A, they may be able to receive a Cal Grant A award if the student was
eligible for a Cal Grant A in the year they entered the program. In other words,
they must have met both the Cal Grant A and Cal Grant B criteria and were “Auto
Accepted” into the Cal Grant B program in order for the student to switch programs
in the renewal year.

If the Cal Grant program is switched from Cal B to A during the renewal process,
the student is unable to switch back to Cal Grant B later in the year or in later
years if a payment was already posted/reconciled under the Cal Grant A program.
The student should remain in the Cal Grant A program.

Income

The Commission gets the income information directly from the FAFSA. This figure
is derived from the EFC Formula Worksheet.

Below is an example of how income is calculated:

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)
+ Untaxed Income *
— Taxable Income Offsets** (15-16 FAFSA - # 93 for dep. and # 44 for ind.)
Total Income (TI)

* Untaxed income includes parent’s pension payments, IRA payments, child
support received, interest income, IRA distributions, untaxed pensions,
military/clergy allowances, veterans non-education benefits and other untaxed
income.

** Taxable Income Offsets include parent’s education credits, child support paid,
need-based employment, grants/scholarship aid, combat pay and co-op
earnings.

If the student is dependent, only the parent's income is considered for purposes of
awarding Cal Grant. If the student is independent, both the student’s and spouse’s
(if married) incomes are considered for purposes of awarding Cal Grant.

The federal methodology used for determining the EFC is posted on the
Information for Financial Aid Professionals (IFAP) website. Look for the EFC
Formula.
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For a student’s Cal Grant to renew, they must file a FAFSA and continue to meet the
income and asset ceilings every year. To determine eligibility for renewal, State law
requires the Commission to use the higher of two income ceilings; either the income M‘w
ceiling used during the initial year awarded (if not simplified methodology) or the income Sclzafion’y

- Information for
ilings for the renewal r. T e—
ceilings for the renewal yea Financial Aid

Professionals (IFAP)

If the student qualified for the simplified needs test when they were first awarded, a Cal website

Grant is not assumed to have automatically met the asset ceilings in the renewal year.

On the Cal Grant roster, the income and asset year used for renewal participants is
noted. The field indicates which year’s income and asset ceilings were used for that
student. The grant record layout also contains this information in the data field.

Assets

The asset figures that are compared to the Cal Grant asset ceilings are taken from a
sub-calculation in federal needs analysis called the “Net Worth” (NW). For example, the
NW was found in field #307 on the 2014-15 ISIR.

If the student is dependent, only the parents’ assets are used and compared against the
dependent student ceilings. If the student is independent, the student and spouses (if Asset Ceilings
the student is married) assets are compared against the independent ceilings.

Exception: If the federal methodology is simple, the student’s and parent’s assets will
not be used to determine their eligibility for a Cal Grant award.

Assets are the total of the sum of:

* 100% of reported cash, savings and checking accounts

» 100% of net worth of investments, including real estate other than the primary home

» Approximately 40% of business and farm assets per the amount from the federal
EFC formula tables A4 and B3, not including family farms or family businesses with
100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees.

Total Assets (TA) are determined by adding the Discretionary Net Worth (DNW) to the
Asset Protection Allowance (APA). Thus, DNW + APA = TA.

Due to the implementation of the asset skip logic on the FAFSA, in the years that the
federal asset protection allowance exceeds the Cal Grant asset ceilings, a hold will be
placed on the student’s Cal Grant account. Until this hold is removed, the student will
not be eligible for Cal Grant payments. If a hold is placed on the student’s account, the
Commission will send an Asset Verification Form (G-35) to ensure they meet the asset
ceilings for Cal Grant. Only when the form is returned will the Commission be able to
determine if the student meets the asset ceilings and if they will retain their Cal Grant
eligibility. The form must be returned to the Commission for processing or the student
will be disqualified from the Cal Grant program.
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View Cal Grant award
amounts
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Financial Need (FN) Thresholds
Unmet financial need is determined by using the federal methodology formula:
Cost of Attendance (COA)

— Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
Unmet FN

e Cal Grant A: Must have a minimum financial need of at least the maximum
Cal Grant A award amount plus $1500

e Cal Grant B: Must have a minimum financial need of at least $700

e Cal Grant C: Must have a minimum financial need of at least the maximum
Cal Grant C award amount plus $1500

Since the Commission has determined need through the renewal process, schools
are not required to enter annual need on the payment roster in WebGrants.
However, student expense budget changes that affect a student’s Cal Grant
eligibility can be reported individually to the Commission on the Grant Record
Change screen. For example, this might include a higher budget used for a
disabled student due to increased transportation costs.

Corrections

If a renewal students fails to meet income or asset ceilings or minimum need after
the completion of the federal verification process, the institutions should report the
updated information to the Commission using the Grant Record Change screen.

Likewise, if a new entitlement applicant or a renewal recipient were initially found
ineligible for a Cal Grant, however after the institution completes the federal
verification process finds the student now does meet the income or asset ceiling or
minimum need, they should report the updated information to the Commission
using the Grant Record Change screen. Once this information is updated with the
Commission, the student will be reconsidered for an award.

Disqualification

Applicants who do not meet Cal Grant program selection criteria are disqualified
and notified of their status.
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For student-specific disqualification reason(s), Cal Grant applicants can refer to their
disqualification notification received from the Commission and compare that reason(s) to
the description(s) below:

* Reported Assets Over the Ceiling means the assets reported exceed the
maximum Cal Grant asset ceiling established by California law.

* Reported Income Over the Ceiling means the income reported exceeds the
maximum Cal Grant income ceilings established by California law.

* Unmet Need below Minimum/Minimum Need Not Met means the student did not
have enough financial need at the first California College listed on their FAFSA.

Withdrawal

Failing to meet the income or asset ceilings or minimum need for renewal of a Cal Grant
will result in the withdrawal of the student’s Cal Grant. However, if a student has not
exhausted their program eligibility and has at least 100% remaining eligibility, the
student may reapply for a Cal Grant for the next application year if the deadline has not
yet passed. This is done by submitting both a Cal Grant GPA Verification Form and a
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or California Dream Act (CADA)
Application by the March 2 deadline.

A leave of absence is not allowed in situations where the student fails to meet the income
or asset ceilings or minimum need. The student is not eligible for the award and the
award will be withdrawn.
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Chapter 6
Cal Grant (CG) Programs & Requirements

This chapter provides information on the differences between the Entitlement
and Competitive programs, describes the award cycles, and details the various
award types and requirements for each.

Chapter Highlights

= Overview
= Cal Grant Programs
= Entitlement
=  Competitive
= Cal Grant Award Cycles
= High School Entitlement
= CCC Transfer Entitlement
= Competitive (C1, C, C2)
= Cal Grant Award Types and Requirements
= CalGrantA
= CalGrantB
= CalGrantC
= New Cal Grant Criteria at a Glance
= Five Year Programs
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CG Programs and Requirements

Overview
CEC 69430 — 69433.9
The Cal Grant programs were enacted to assist students attending public and private CEC 69434 — 69434.5
colleges and universities as well as vocational schools in California. To be eligible for a CEC 69435 - 69435.3
Cal Grant, students must first meet the general Cal Grant eligibility requirements that CEC 69436 — 69436.5
were discussed in Chapter 4 and the financial requirements discussed in Chapter 5. W
. . I CEC 69440
New and renewal Cal Grant offers made prior to the final California state budget for the
award year are considered tentative. Some Cal Grant maximum award amounts are
) . CCR 30001
set in State statute and others are adjusted yearly through the budget. In all cases, the CCR 300015

amounts authorized through the final state budget preempt other law, therefore, until CCR 30002
the final budget is signed, the Cal Grant amounts are subject to change. Once the i
budget is signed, the Commission releases a Special Alert, which is a communication

sent through our Financial Aid Administrator list service, informing the community that
the Governor has signed the budget and listing the maximum Cal Grant award CEC 69430
amounts for that year. CCR 30001

There are two Cal Grant programs, Entitlement and Competitive. These programs were
established in 2001 to serve the varying needs of California’s college students.

Cal Grant
(CG)
Entitlement Competitive

High School CCC Transfer Competitive Competitive
Entitlement - E1 Entltlement - Cal Grant C Awards C1 & C2

Cal Grant Programs

CEC 69434(b)
CEC 69435.3

Entitlement

The Cal Grant Entitlement program is guaranteed for all students who meet general,
program and financial eligibility requirements. These awards can be used for tuition and
fees and, in some cases, living expenses and books/supplies at qualifying public and
private colleges, as well as some private career colleges.
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Competitive

Students who don’t meet the Entitlement Cal Grant program requirements can
compete and may be eligible for an award through the Cal Grant Competitive
program. The Cal Grants awarded under this program are not guaranteed
because there are a limited number of awards for each award categories (C1 —
including CG C and C2), which are detailed later in this chapter.

Each year, many more students apply for Competitive Cal Grants than there
are awards. As a result, the Commission must score and rank the applicants.
Award offers can be made only to those scoring highest in the award competition.

If the school does not pay the Competitive awards in a timely manner, the
Commission will recycle the unused award offers to the next cohort of eligible
students. This action was taken after lengthy collaborative discussions with
stakeholders because many students were not being paid their Competitive
awards. Thus, the paid rate and the take rate were at unacceptable levels. Prior to
withdrawing award offers, students receive multiple informational and warning
communications.

Cal Grant Award Cycles
There are three different Cal Grant award cycles as follows:

1. High School Entitlement (E1)
2. California Community College Transfer Entitlement (E2)
3. Cal Grant Competitive (C1, C, C2)

Each different Cal Grant program category has its own filing and eligibility
requirements as well as specific award types, which are listed in detail below.

Cal Grant High School Entitlement Awards (E1) Program
E1 applicants are recent high school graduates or equivalent, meaning they are:

» Graduating in the academic year for which they apply for a Cal Grant; or

» Graduated in the year prior to the academic year for which they apply for a
Cal Grant; and

* Meet all general, financial and GPA/Test Score criteria;

» Self-certify that they did graduate from high school online at
webgrants4students.org

Students must also have a verified high school GPA of a 3.00 for Cal Grant A and
2.00 for Cal Grant B. E1 awards are only processed from complete applications
submitted on or before the March 2 deadline. There is no limit to the number
of E1 awards made each year.
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California Community College Transfer Entitlement Awards (E2) CEC 69436

To qualify for E2, students must be transferring from a California Community College
to an eligible baccalaureate degree granting institution (BDGI), and must:

* Have graduated from a California high school; and

* Be a CA resident at the time of high school graduation (unless student is AB 540);
and

« Attend a community college in any term of the academic year prior to the year for
which they apply for a Cal Grant; and

+ Transfer to and attend a BDGI in the academic year for which they are initially
awarded a Cal Grant (i.e., any term in the very next year); and

* Have a verified GPA of 2.40 on a 4.0 scale based on a minimum of 24 semester
units or the equivalent; and

* Age < 28 by 12/31 of the year of application; and

» Self-certify on WebGrants4Students that they meet the above criteria.

E2 awards are only processed from completed applications (FAFSA or CADA and GPA) are
received on or before the March 2 deadline. There is no limit to the number of E2
awards made each year.

Competitive

Students who are not awarded a Cal Grant Entitlement award, are considered for a Cal
Grant Competitive award. Although students who just graduated high school are
considered, generally speaking, this program is geared toward nontraditional students.
This includes those students who didn’t go to college right after high school, don't
depend on their family for financial support or are returning to college for career
training. These awards are scored and the methodology takes into account not only
GPA, but also time out of high school, family income, parents’ education levels, high
school performance standards and other factors. You may view a student’s score on
the WebGrants Student Award Detail screen by clicking on Score Detail.

Cal Grant Award Types and Requirements

There are three different Cal Grant award types; Cal Grant A, B and C.

Cal Grant A
CGA = CEC 69434 (a)
The Cal Grant A award is tied to the following Cal Grant award cycles: and CEC 69434.5
1. High School Entitlement (E1) CGB = 69435 (a)
2. California Community College Transfer Entitlement (E2)
3. Cal Grant Competitive (C1, C, C2) CGC = 69439

Cal Grant A awards assist with tuition and fees only at Cal Grant qualifying
institutions. This means that students whose tuition is being paid by another source
cannot also receive a Cal Grant A payment.

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
2/11/2016 — Version 2.1 42


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69436-69436.5
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69434-69434.5
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69434-69434.5
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69435-69435.3
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69439

6 - CG Programs and Requirements

For year 2015-16, a Cal Grant A paid $12,240 at the University of California,
$5,472 at California State University, $9,084 at private, non-profit colleges and
$4,000 at for-profit colleges. If the student is enrolled less than full-time or has less
than 100% remaining eligibility, their award will be pro-rated or reduced
accordingly.

The Cal Grant A award does not offer assistance at a California. Community
College (CCC). Community College students awarded a Cal Grant A award have
their award held in California Community College (CCC) Reserve status, and can
be held in that status for up to three years.

Upon transfer to a non-community college, the Cal Grant A can be activated
if the student meets all the renewal requirements at the time of transfer. At the
University of California and the California State University, the Cal Grant A award
covers up to full system-wide fees. At a private college, the Cal Grant A award may
not cover the full tuition & fee charges. When a student transfers from a CCC,
they must update their school of choice on WebGrants for Students (WGS)

The minimum need for a Cal Grant A award is the fee amount being charged plus
$1,500.

Cal Grant A High School Entitlement Award (E1)

Students meeting all Cal Grant eligibility requirements (general, financial, program,
3.00 GPA, apply by March 2 of the year graduating from high school or the
following year) are guaranteed a Cal Grant A entitlement award.

The Cal Grant A award provides for tuition and fees for the California State
University and the University of California, as well the non-public Cal Grant eligible
institutions.

Cal Grant A Community College Transfer Entitlement Award (E2)

California Community College students who meet all the Cal Grant general,
financial and program eligibility requirements, have at least a 2.40 community
college GPA, and meet the awards specific requirements are guaranteed a Cal
Grant to attend a four-year college once accepted and enrolled.
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Cal Grant A Competitive Award (C1, C2)

Students who are not eligible for Cal Grant A or B Entitlement awards may be eligible for
consideration and compete for a Cal Grant A or B Competitive award. These awards are
limited to 25,750 available each year. One half of the awards (12,875) are awarded to
undergraduate students attending any type of higher educational institution segment
who apply by the March 2 application deadline (C1), with the other half reserved for
California Community College students who meet the September 2 application
deadline (C2).

Cal Grant B
The Cal Grant B award is tied to the following Cal Grant award cycles:

1. High School Entitlement (E1)
2. Community College Transfer Entitlement (E2)
3. Competitive (C1, C2)

Cal Grant B awards are designed for students who:

* Havevery low income

* Are below Cal Grant B income and asset ceilings

* Have at least $700 in financial need

* Enrolled in AA, BA or Certificate programs

* Have a minimum 2.00 high school GPA or 2.40 college GPA

The Cal Grant B award comes with two payment components: Access and Tuition and
Fees.

The access portion of the Cal Grant B for a full-time recipient pays $1,656 at all schools
if the student has at least 100% remaining eligibility. If the student is enrolled less than
full-time or has less than 100% remaining eligibility, their award will be pro-rated or
reduced accordingly.

Students beyond their first year of being eligible for also receive a tuition award equal
to the Cal Grant A tuition and fee amount if attending a school other than a
community college. Just like Cal Grant A, the Cal Grant B tuition and fee component for
the academic year 2015-16 pays $12,240 at the University of California, $5,472 at
California State University, $9,084 at private, non-profit colleges and $4,000 at for-
profit colleges.
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Education level one (EL1) students are not eligible for tuition & fees component
of the award unless selected as Cal Grant B Top 2% Entitlement award
recipients. State law allows the Commission to offer the Cal Grant B tuition/fees
component to newly awarded students scoring in the top 2% when ranked with
other new Cal Grant B awardees on disadvantaged criteria.

Cal Grant B High School Entitlement Award (E1)

Students who meet all the Cal Grant general, financial and program eligibility
requirements, have at least a 2.00 GPA and apply by March 2 of the year they
graduate from high school or the following year are guaranteed a Cal Grant B.

Students awarded an Entitlement Cal Grant B must confirm their high school
graduation at webgrants4students.org before funds can be disbursed to the
school.

The Cal Grant B Entitlement provides an “Access” award for books and living
expenses to students in their first year of college.

For the second and subsequent years, the award also provides for tuition and
fees at the California State University and the University of California as well as
tuition support at participating independent colleges and universities and career
colleges.

Cal Grant B Community College Transfer Entitlement Award (E2)

California Community College students who meet all the Cal Grant general,
financial and program eligibility requirements, have at least a 2.40 community
college GPA and meet the awards additional requirements (see Chapter 6,
page 44) are guaranteed a Cal Grant to attend a four-year college.

To qualify, students also must have graduated from a California high school
after June 30, 2000, have been a California resident at the time they
graduated and be under the age of 28 as of December 31 of the year in which
they first receive an award.

In addition, students cannot have received a Cal Grant within a year of
graduating from high school.

Cal Grant B Competitive Award

During the selection of Cal Grant A or B Entitlement awards, students who are not
eligible for one of those awards may be eligible and compete for a Cal Grant A or
B Competitive award. Only a limited number of awards, 25,750, are available
each year. One half of the awards (12,875) are awarded to undergraduate
students attending any type of higher educational institution segment who
apply by the March 2 application deadline (C1), with the other half reserved
for California Community College students who meet the September 2 application deadline (C2).
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Cal Grant C

The Cal Grant C award is tied to the Competitive program category and they assist with
tuition and supplies costs for occupational, technical, and vocational programs. Funding
is available for up to two years, depending on the length of the program. Once a
student has used their initial award eligibility, they may apply and compete for a second
Cal Grant C award.

To qualify, students must enroll in an occupational, technical, or vocational program that
is at least four months in length, but no longer than twenty- four months, at a California
Community College, an independent college, or a vocational/career school.

Cal Grant C participants must meet the Cal Grant general, financial and program
eligibility criteria and be attending a school that has Cal Grant C eligible programs. Even
though a GPA s not required to apply for a Cal Grant C, students are encouraged to
submit theirs as it can only help their chances of receiving an award.

Initial Cal Grant C award selection is made from students not selected for Cal Grant
A or B who are attending an eligible school and who have stated their degree goal
on the FAFSA or Dream Act Application as “Occupational or Technical.” The degree
goal can either be an AA or AS or certificate.

To further ensure Cal Grant C selection only to eligible students, the Commission
requests supplemental information on the student’s specific occupational or technical
training goal. The student is notified by email or letter and is requested to complete the
Cal Grant C Supplement online on WGS within 30 days of the date on the natification.

Upon acceptance of the Supplement data, the Commission will score and rank the
selected students to determine the 7,761 authorized Cal Grant C awardees for the
upcoming academic year. Scores are based on the applicant’s work experience,
educational history, vocational aptitude and occupational goals. Cal Grant C award
offers are made by the end of July each year.

As of 2014-15 the award includes up to $547 for books, tools and equipment, and up to
$2,462 more for tuition and fees attending a school other than a California Community
College. If the student is enrolled less than full-time or has less than 100% remaining
eligibility, their award will be pro-rated or reduced accordingly.

Cal Grant C Priority Occupations

Senate Bill 451 requires the Commission to give “priority” in granting Cal Grant C
awards to students pursuing occupational or technical training in areas that meet two
of the following three criteria: high employment need, high employment growth, and
high wage. Senate Bill 1028 modifies the criteria to qualify for a Cal Grant C award to
also include social and economic factors. Additionally the bill requires the Commission
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to consult with several state agencies including the Employment Development
Department (EDD) to publicize the program to the long-term unemployed and
inform recipients of job search and placement services. The bill charges the
Commission to utilize information developed by other agencies (Economic and
Workforce Development Division of the California Community Colleges
Chancellor’s Office and California Workforce Investment Board) to assist with
determining training priorities.

Through extensive consultation with the EDD and its subsidiary, Labor
Market Information Data Library (LMID), the Director atthe Center for Strategic
Economic Research, and the Dean of the Industry Partnership Practices Unit at
the Community College Chancellor’s Office, the Commission used the
occupational data and projections to determine which occupations met the
requirements set forth by SB 451.

Students who select a priority occupation on the Cal Grant C Supplement Form (in
WebGrants for Students or on the paper form) will receive 35 additional points in
the scoring criteria.

SOC Code Occupation

49-3023 Automotive Service Technicians and Mechanics
47-2031 Carpenters

15-1099 Computer Specialists, All Other

15-1041 Computer Support Specialist

35-2014 Cooks, Restaurant

33-2011 Fire Fighters

39-9031 Fitness Trainers and Aercobics Instructors
29-2061 Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses
43-6013 Medical Secretaries

23-2011 Paralegals and Legal Assistants

33-3051 Police and Sheriff's Patrol Officers

25-2011 Preschool Teachers, Except Special Education
29-1111 Registered Nurses
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New Cal Grant Award Criteria

Eligible —
Order Cycles Grant Leave of Absence App||cgt|on Required GPA Important Facts
are Run Type First Year Deadlines
* Recent HS graduate
Yes - fall term has . Meets _aII the CA high school graduation_ requirements
to be accounted for HS or Test (including CAHSEE for students of public schools)
Entitlement CGA and (by either payment, g Scores ONLY * Does not have to graduate from a CA HS (unless
March 2 student is AB 540)
(E1) CGB LH, or LA) before CGA 3.00 . .
winter or spring will . e Has to verify HS grad date by completmg G-8 form
be paid CGB 2.00 before funds released (self-reported online or by
school)
e Graduate from CA HS
e Be a CA resident @ the time of high school
Yes - Must be paid graduation (unless student is AB 540)
at least 1 term at a * Be enrolled at a CCC any term of the previous
Transfer BDGI semester CC ONLY academic year
Entitlement CGA and school or 1 March 2n . qut have 24 semester or 36 quarter completed CCC
(E2) CGB payment and a LA CGA24 units
at a BDGI quarter CGB 2.4 e Age < 28 by 12/31 of the year of application
school during the « Transferring to a 4 year bachelor degree granting
academic year institution (BDGI)
o Verify they will be transferring from a CCC to a 4 year
BDGI
e FAFSA corrections accepted until cycle runs (approx.
mid-April)
Yes — fall term has CGA3.0HS, 2.4 e Due to Iimit_ed awards (12,875), no appeals approved
to be accounted for CC or 2.4 College unless admin error by CSAC
(by either payment, ¢ Do not have to be a HS grad N
LA* or LH) or the CGB 2.0 HS, cc, | *Students (except for AB 540) who were originally run
March student will be College or for E2 but dld_ not meet the eI|g|_b|I|ty requirements
Competitive CGA and withdrawn March 2 Reestablished based on the_|r G-6 answers or information received
(C1) CGB by co!lege will be con5|_de_red in a second run of the
*School may not Scored C1, n|cl_<r_1amed CI2. This is not a separate
post an LA for a (Se?l section competition. The awardees under this cycle are
new Competitive for scoring added to the C1 cohort. The same cutoff score is
recipient criteria) used from the first run of C1. It is not necessary to
differentiate these students, except that their award
notifications will come later than those for the first run
of C1 awardees
e Cal C students must state on FAFSA/Dream
GPA not applications that the program they are pursuing is
Yes — fall term has required_ _ vocational, technical or occupational
to be accounted for but submission of | e Only 7,761 awards annually
Cal Grant C (by either payment GPA earns points |  Scored using different criteria than C1
(€1) cGe or LA) before March 2 o Award is for up to 2 years
: : : Scored ; : . o
winter or spring will (Se?al c . Ap_pllcz_ant may su_bmlt a GPA (optional) for additional
be paid > ) points in the scoring
section for scoring
criteria)
Yes — fall term has CGA 3.0HS,24
nggiﬁcecrogg;?eﬁr CC or 2.4 College e FAFSA corrections accepted until award cycle runs
LA* or LH) or the CGB 2.0HS, CC, S‘pproxl'. mid-September) |
September student will be College or e Due to |m|tt_ad awards (12,875), no appeals approved
c L CGA and . nd ; unless admin error by CSAC
ompetitive CGB withdrawn September 2 Reestablished « Be included cce I t fil
(C2) uded on a enroliment file
*School may not Scored * Awards can be used at a qualifying institution
post an LA for a (See C2 section * Do not have to be a HS grad
new Competitive for scoring
recipient criteria)
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Five Year Programs

CEC 69433.6(d)

Cal Grant Teaching Credential Program Benefits

Undergraduate Cal Grant A and B recipients who plan to enroll in a teaching credential
program (TCP) after they complete their bachelor's degree may be eligible to renew
their Cal Grant award for an additional year (100%). The additional year of payment
is provided to students who are seeking an initial teaching credential and cannot be
used for other graduate level courses of study.

Cal Grant recipients are eligible for this additional year of Cal Grant for a teaching
credential program if the student:

* Received at least one payment in the Cal Grant A or B program as an
undergraduate; and,

* Has received a bachelor’'s degree, or completed all required coursework for their
bachelor's degree; and,

* Is accepted and enrolled in a professional teacher preparation program at a
California Commission on Teacher Credentialing approved institution within 15
months of the end of the term for which the recipient last received a Cal Grant
payment; and,

* Has not received or submitted an application for an initial Teaching Credential,
such as a Preliminary or Clear Credential; and,

* Maintains financial need for a Cal Grant renewal.

Students must submit a Request for Cal Grant Teaching Credential Program Benefits
Form (G-44) to the Commission to determine if they are eligible for an extension.

Mandatory Five Year Program

A mandatory five-year program is one which requires all participants in that program to ~ JESASEEREERIG)
complete more than four years of undergraduate study to obtain a degree. To be CEC 69432.9
considered for this program, a student has to maintain financial need for a Cal Grant S~
renewal award. If a student is enrolled in a mandatory fiver-year undergraduate
program, they may submit a Request for Cal Grant Fifth Year Benefits (G-42) form to
be considered for an additional year of Cal Grant.
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Chapter 7
California Dream Act

This chapter discusses the California Dream Act, as defined in legislation,
relating to California in-state tuition and state financial aid for undocumented
students. Additionally it details the California Dream Act Application (CADA)
process and financial aid available to Dream Act Students (Dreamers).

Chapter Highlights

Overview

Legislation

California Dream Act Application

Grade Point Average Verification (GPA)
Selective Service Requirement

Processing the California Dream Act
Application

File Layout and Descriptions

Financial Aid Available for Dreamers
Resources and Methods of Communications
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California Dream Act

Overview
The introduction of the California Dream Act allows access to state funded financial aid CEC 69432.9(b)
for qualifying non-resident students. The California Dream Act of 2011, became law
through the passage of two Assembly Bills, AB 130 and AB 131.

The Commission, with input from stakeholders, designed and developed the California
Dream Act Application (CADA) to mirror the FAFSA as closely as possible.

Unlike the FAFSA, Commission is the processor of the CADA. Since no federal database
matches are made, this allows for real-time processing of the CADA.

Legislation

The California Dream Act consists of four separate pieces of legislation. Together, they

allow undocumented students to participate in California’s student financial aid EES 22128'?
programs. CEC 66201.7

CEC 69508.5
AB 540 CEC 76300.5

CEC 69433.9

AB 540, signed into law on October 12, 2001, authorizes any student, including
undocumented students, who meet specific criteria to pay in-state tuition at California’s

public colleges and universities (e.g. California Community College, California State Title IV HEA

University, and University of California). 20 USC 1070 et. Seq.

The determination of an applicant’s eligibility under AB 540 is a campus responsibility. -

This includes the following: California High
School Proficiency

» Attended a CA high school for at least three years or graduated early from a CA high Exam (CHSPE

school with the equivalent of three or more years of credit*; and, 26 SIS

+ Graduated from a CA high school, or pass the California High School Proficiency Title 8 USC 1101 @)
Exam (CHSPE), or obtained a Certificate of General Education Development (GED); =
and, i

* Enrolled in an accredited and qualifying college or university; and,

+ If applicable, completed an affidavit to legalize immigration status as soon as they
are eligible; and,

* Meet all award eligibility criteria.

*If the student graduated early from high school under this provision, they must also have
attended CA schools (elementary and secondary) for a cumulative total of three or more
years. See AB 2000 information below for updates to statute.
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Not to be confused with Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), which is a
federal process that defers removal action of an individual by the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services for a specified number of years.

* ltis not the same as financial aid
* It does not grant lawful immigration status or residency
* It does allow individuals to apply for an SSN and work authorization

CA Dreamers should still file a CA Dream Act Application instead of a FAFSA and
submit a Non-SSN GPA. If you or your school submits your certified GPA using
your DACA SSN, make sure you include that DACA SSN on question #8 of your
CA Dream Act Application.

Tip: The student’s DACA SSN is separate from the Dream Act ID. The Dream ID
is a 9-digit number assisted to the applicant by the Commission.

Since 2001, state schools have been confirming student eligibility and collecting
the student affidavit required for establishing AB 540 eligibility.

Beginning with the 2013-2014 academic year, for the first time, eligible non-
resident students attending private colleges in California were eligible to
participate in the Cal Grant program. Thus, the college is responsible for
collecting and retaining the Cal Grant student’s AB 540 affidavit. State assistance
for students attending private institutions is limited to the Cal Grant program.

Since its implementation in 2001, California public postsecondary institutions
have determined whether a student qualifies as an AB 540 student in order to
pay in-state tuition/fees. This function continues as an institution responsibility,
with private schools added for Cal Grant program participation.

The confidential AB 540 affidavit is retained by the college at which the student
is enrolled. All institutions that a student may attend must retain a signed affidavit
in its records. The affidavit serves two purposes; one is to verify that the student
meets the educational requirements, and the second is to certify the intent to
establish residency.

AB 540 Restrictions

A person holding a U visa is not considered an eligible non-citizen and,
therefore, is not eligible to complete the FAFSA. U visa holders should
complete CADA. A person holding a T visa should complete the FAFSA.

Non-Immigrant visa categories include: A, B-1, B-2, C, D-1, D-2, E, F-1, F-2, G,
H-1, H-2, H-3, H-4, |, J, K, L, M-1, M-2, N, O-1, O-2, O-3, P-1, P-2,
P-3,P-4,Q,R, S, TN, TD, V and TWOV and NATO. These persons are not
eligible for federal or state financial aid assistance, therefore should not complete
the financial aid applications.
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7 - California Dream Act

Students who are home-schooled by a parent or other person who does not have a
California teacher credential are not eligible, as home-schooling does not meet the
definition of a high school in California.

Students cannot be living out of state and be enrolled in a private California “internet high
school.” This does not meet the definition of a private high school in California.

AB 2000

AB 2000 assures that student who graduate early, or who graduate but did not attend all
three years at a California high school can still be AB 540 eligible if they earn credit at
the California high school. The provisions of AB 2000, passed in 2014, amend the school
attendance requirement of AB 540 and designates that if a student has not attended a
California High School for at least three years, that portion of the eligibility criteria may
be replaced by the following:

» Attainment of three years’ worth of high school credits from a California High
School (equivalent to 3 or more years of full-time high school coursework), and

» Atotal of 3 or more years of attendance in California elementary or secondary
schools, or a combination of those schools (the years do not have to be
sequential)

AB 130

AB 130 (July 2011) allows students meeting the AB 540 criteria to apply for and
receive private scholarships administered by public colleges and universities. For more
information about other scholarships for which AB 540 students might be eligible,
please visit Educators for Fair Consideration (E4FC).

AB 131

AB 131 (October 2011), the third part of the California Dream Act, allows students who
meet AB 540 criteria to apply for and receive state-funded financial aid such as
institutional grants, community college fee waivers and Cal Grants while attending a
participating Cal Grant qualifying institution.

Additionally, this statute requires the Commission to establish procedures and forms
that enable those students who are exempt from paying nonresident tuition under AB
540 to apply for state Cal Grants. Participating state institutions can also administer
state funded student financial aid programs using data delivered from the Dream Act
Application.
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The authorizing legislation allows the awarding of High School Entitlement,
Community College Transfer Entitlement and Cal Grant C awards. AB 131
stipulates that the number of financial aid awards received by California
resident students may not be reduced because of this expanded eligibility.

AB 131 statute states, “A student who is exempt from paying nonresident tuition
Section 68130.5 shall not be eligible for Competitive Cal Grant A and B Awards
unless funding remains available after all California students not exempt pursuant
to Section 68130.5 have received Competitive Cal Grant A and B Awards for
which they are eligible.” Therefore, at this point in time, AB 540 students are not
considered for Competitive Cal Grant awards. This is due to the limited number of
awards and the large application pool.

California Dream Act Application (CADA)

The CADA first became available in April 2012 for the 2012-13 academic year.
With input from stakeholders, the Commission initially developed and has since
enhanced both online and paper CADAs. The applications are available in both
English and Spanish. Additionally, the CADA provides the California ISIR (Cal
ISIR) data to the institutions listed by the student on the application (discussed
later in this chapter in detail).

Beginning in January each year, the CADA is available for the following academic
year of attendance. Although March 2 may be the priority filing deadline for most
state funded colleges and universities, it is the absolute deadline for submission
of the CADA and a school certified Non-SSN GPA for a student to receive Cal
Grant program consideration. As with the FAFSA, the application remains open
through June 30 of the award year, approximately 18 months. If students miss the
March 2" deadline, they may still apply during this time frame and be considered
for other aid offered by their campuses.

The CADA is used to determine the California state financial eligibility of students
who meet the qualifications of AB 540 and is submitted online at the Commission’s
website. All information in the CADA is confidential.

When beginning a CADA, all students eligible to file a FAFSA will be redirected to
fafsa.ed.gov. The CADA is not an application for federal financial aid. Students
who have a Social Security Number (unless the SSN was secured through DACA)
must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA
application is located online. Students should not complete both applications.

To be evaluated for a Cal Grant for use in the following academic year, AB 540
students must submit a CADA and a Cal Grant Non-SSN GPA verification prior to
the annual March 2 deadline.
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Although, renewing a Cal Grant does not require a CADA submission by the March 2
deadline, students must check with their college to make sure they meet any campus
deadlines. Students, except with those with non-immigrant status, are eligible under
the provisions of AB 540 if he or she:

» Attended a California high school for at least 3 full years (between grades 9
through 12) or more. The attendance does not have to be consecutive,

* Has or will graduate from a California high school, or

* Received a GED (from the California GED office), the HISET or the TASC
(for students 18 years or older and in some instances 17 years old) Certificate of
Proficiency as a result of passing the California High School Proficiency
Examination,

* Registers or be currently enrolled in an accredited California public
postsecondary institution,

* Does not hold a valid non-immigrant visa as described in the AB 540
Restrictions section below,

« If without lawful immigration status, file an AB 540 affidavit with the college or
university of attendance stating that he or she has filed an application to
legalize their immigration status, or will file an application as soon as eligible
to do so.

For additional questions about state financial aid, or how to complete an electronic or
paper application, students should contact their financial aid administrator (FAA) or call
CSAC at (888) 224-7268.

If the CADA and school certified Non-SSN GPA is submitted by the March 2 deadline,
students should receive an email or letter from the Commission regarding their
application status. If the student is not contacted, they should email the Commission
or call (888) 224-7268.

Key Identifier: The Social Security Number (SSN) and Dream Act ID
The Commission’s Grant Delivery System (GDS) uses SSN as the key identifier

for each student who submits the FAFSA. The SSN is also used by the student to
create a WebGrants for Students account at webgrants4students.org.

Although many AB 540 eligible students have obtained an SSN after completing
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) process, these individuals should
not submit the FAFSA since that data cannot be used for Dream Act eligibility
determinations.

The CADA accepts student data without an SSN. Dream Act applicants are
assigned a Dream Act ID number which acts as a unique identifier. The Dream Act
ID contains nine digits and always begins with four zeros.

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
2/11/2016 — Version 2.1 55


mailto:caldreamact@csac.ca.gov
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/logon.asp

7 - California Dream Act
Assembling the Materials to Complete the CADA

Before completing the CADA, applicants should assemble certain materials,
including the following:

+ The CADA Worksheet and any additional application materials required by the
college or vocational school;

* For the CADA, the parent’s Social Security Number, if they have a SSN, and
for the student and parent their Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers
(ITIN), if they have an ITIN.

Family Financial Records

Students and parents completing the Dream Act Application will also need family
financial records, including the following:

* Prior year U.S. income tax return (IRS Form 1040, 1040A, or 1040EZ2);

* Federal Form 1099 — re: misc. income

» W-2 forms and other records of money earned in the prior year;

* Records of untaxed income such as Social Security, TANF, AFDC and other
welfare programs and veterans benefits;

e Current bank statements;

« Current mortgage information on all family property, not including the primary
family residence;

* Business and farm records; and

* Records of stocks, bonds and other investments.

Using Worksheets

A CADA worksheet, which fills the same role as the FAFSA on the Web
worksheet, allows students to gather the information necessary to complete the
CADA. Applicants should use the worksheet to collect information before
beginning their application session as it can make the completion of the CADA
faster and easier. The worksheets should not be confused with the actual CADA,
which must be submitted for an applicant to be considered for financial aid.

Note: The worksheets do not include all questions asked on the applications, just
the ones that a student might not know off the top of their head.

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
2/11/2016 — Version 2.1 56



7 - California Dream Act

Reviewing the CADA
Before sending the application, students should make sure they do the following:

+ Carefully complete the demographic information including mailing address and e-
mail address.

» Complete all questions that are presented. Skip logic in the applications may not be
present for all possible questions.

» Verify that the names, the SSNs and the Individual Taxpayer Identification
Numbers (ITIN) on the application are correct.

» Applicants should print out and save a copy of the submission “confirmation” page,
which includes the application confirmation number. This number can be used to
prove timely submission, if necessary.

If the CADA Cannot Be Completed

If an applicant cannot finish their CADA in one session, the records can be saved, then
completed and submitted later. Saved but not submitted Dream Act Application data will
be secure and available to the applicant to retrieve and edit for 60 days. After the 60

days periods, the records are deleted and another application would have to be started.

Grade Point Average Verification

The GPA Verification required to establish merit is due to the Commission by the March 2
deadline. The September 2 deadline is only for Competitive Cal Grants students who will
attend a California Community College, so does not apply to Dream Act applicants. Per
AB 2160, unless a high school student opts out, it is the high schools responsibility to
submit GPAs electronically for all grade 12 pupils attending public schools, including
charter schools.

Many students completing the CADA do not have a valid SSN, which is needed to apply [Ne=ZelXrkrENAE)}
for federal financial aid. Therefore, the Commission developed a Non-SSN GPA AB 2160
submission method to collect GPAs from high schools and colleges. All schools
must submit GPAs for Dream applicants using the Non-SSN GPA submission process.
GPAs for students with SSNs must be submitted in the standard GPA submission
format. A Non-SSN GPA verification form is available for students without an SSN whose
school cannot submit an electronic GPA.

Students are encouraged to submit their applications early to leave time to correct any
errors and to maximize their financial aid package.

The Commission sends a communication reminder each academic year to high
schools and institutions announcing the GPA deadline. Additionally, the Commission
offers electronic GPA submission training sessions via webcast.
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Selective Service Requirement

Male Dreamers, ranging in age from 18 — 25, may be required to register with
the Selective Service. Many male Dreamers are afraid to register because they
fear their information will be shared with other government agencies, for
example U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. This is simply not the case.

As stated on the Selective Service website at www.sss.gov , the Selective
Service has not now, or in the past, collected or shared any information which
would indicate a male’s immigration status, either documented or
undocumented. The Selective Service System has no authority to collect such
information, has no use for it, and it is irrelevant to the registration requirement.
Consequently, there is no immigration data to share with anyone.

Similarly to residents, if a male Dreamer wants to be considered for financial aid
they must register with the Selective Service. There are two ways a male
Dreamer may register with Selective Service as follows:

1. Beginning with the 2015-16 academic year, enhancements were made to
allow male Dreamers to register with the Selective Service by selecting,
“Register Me” on the CADA, question # 23a.

2. Selective Service "mail-back" registration forms are available at any U.S. Post
Office. A male can fill it out, sign (leaving the space for his SSN blank, if he
has not yet obtained one*), affix postage, and mail it to Selective Service,
without the involvement of the postal clerk. Men living overseas may register
at any U.S. Embassy or consular office.

Processing California Dream Act Application

When processed, an EFC is calculated using the same federal methodology
used to calculate an EFC from FAFSA data. The use of federal methodology is
a requirement of CA state law for the Cal Grant program and requires asking
mostly the same questions as found on the FAFSA. Similar to the FAFSA, the
CADA uses skip logic to reduce the number of questions asked of the applicant.

For example, students affirmatively responding to any of the dependency
determination questions are not asked questions on parental finances.

Applicants initially can release the CADA data to up to 10 California campuses
and can release the data to more campuses by replacing schools on
subsequent Cal ISIRs.
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Based on the production schedule, the annual date the application process opens to
students may vary slightly from year to year, however usually is around the 6" of
January.

For the future academic award year, similar to the FAFSA, the CADA will request prior
year financial data from the applicant.

Also, like the FAFSA, between January 1 and June 30, CADAs will be available for both
the current and upcoming academic years.

Schools are advised to provide guidance to potential applicants to submit the correct
application.

CADA Real-Time Processing
Upon submission of the online CADA the information is processed in real-time.

Incomplete applications, or those with inconsistent application information, are also
processed real-time allowing the student to be informed before leaving the application of
data elements that require either correction or reaffirmation.

After submission, the record is placed in a file that is posted to WebGrants on a weekly
basis. All records processed for the week are placed into the California Dream Act ISIR
file on the WebGrants Report Download Screen. This file contains only those Cal ISIRs
processed.

California ISIR or Cal ISIR

The Cal ISIR is nearly identical to the federal ISIR sent to campuses from students
completing the FAFSA. Mostly the same fields are used in the Cal ISIR and the Dream
Act ID number is inserted in the same field as an SSN would be used. Cal Grant
gualifying institutions will continue to verify that a student meets the AB 540 requirements.
CADAs are processed and the output document, the California ISIR or Cal ISIR, is sent
to the colleges listed on the application.

This process begins in January preceding the award year and continues to June 30 at
the end of the award year.

CADA processing continues year round since the filing deadlines for the Cal Grant
program may not apply to the institutions that receive the CADA data.

When processed, Cal ISIRs receive a Dream Act ID which functions as a unique
identifier for the student’s financial aid processing.
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Use of the Cal ISIR Data

The file layout of the Cal ISIR very closely matches the federal ISIR. Choosing to
replicate the federal ISIR was made at the request of segmental representatives
during the California CADA design phase.

Since the Cal ISIR so closely matches the federal ISIR, campuses that have
already implemented Cal ISIR processing have found that Cal ISIRs can be
loaded to their system with little system enhancements.

The 2014-15 Cal ISIR differs from the federal ISIR in several fields, however, all
fields that are on the federal ISIR are in the same positions on the Cal ISIR. Field
38, the California ISIR Indicator, is used to designate that record as a Cal ISIR.

Field 38 is afiller field on the federal ISIR so adding data to that field does not
affect processing of the Cal ISIR.

The other significant difference between the federal and state ISIR is how the
data is processed.

Since the Commission cannot perform federal database matches (examples:
United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) and the National
Student Loan Database) when those ISIR fields that report on federal database
matches contain no data.

File Layout and Field Descriptions

Complete record layouts, comment code descriptions and test files are available
on the WebGrants Help page.

Please note that the file record layout may be different from year to year, as it is
subject to change based on enhancements to the application.
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Financial Aid Available for Dreamers
Any aid received can only be used at eligible California institutions.
Grants

Cal Grants

Chafee Grants

UC Grants

State University Grants
EOP/EOPS

Fee Waiver
California Community College (CCC) BOG Fee Waiver
Scholarships

Middle Class Scholarships
Some University Scholarships
Some private scholarships administered by campuses

California DREAM Loan Program (CDLP)

Commencing with the 2015-16 academic year, SB 1210 (September 2014) establishes
the California DREAM Loan Program, which authorizes any campus of the UC/CSU
segments to participate by extending loans to students who:

* Meet the requirements established by AB 540

* Meet the general Cal Grant requirements

* Have established need

* Are enrolled in a program eligible to participate in the Cal Grant Program
+ Affirms in writing that he or she satisfies these requirements

Additionally, as stated in statute:

* The loan may not exceed the financial need of the student.

* No student may borrow more than $4,000 within a single academic year.

* No student may borrow more than $20,000 in the aggregate from any one
participating institution.

* The interest rate for loans issued shall be the same as the then-current interest
rate for undergraduate loans under the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan
Program.

* The standard repayment term for a DREAM loan shall be 10 years. Repayment
shall commence following a six-month grace period that begins when a student
graduates or ceases to maintain at least half-time enrollment in a degree or
certificate program
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* Interest shall not accrue on a DREAM loan during periods of at least half-time
enrollment in a degree or certificate program or during the six-month grace
period.

Eligibility for deferment or forbearance of a DREAM loan shall be determined by
the participating institution in accordance with the standards set forth in the
William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program

Resources and Methods of Communication

There is a wealth of Dream Act resources available online at www.caldreamact.org
some of which are:

» CADA instructions (English and Spanish)
* CADA worksheets (English and Spanish)
» California Law

» Selective Service Form

* Deadline Information

* FAQs

Students and parents requesting assistance with their CADA or with questions
about the program, may call the Commission’s toll free number at (888) 224-7268
or by email to caldreamact.csac.ca.gov
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Chapter 8
Award Cycles

This chapter discusses award cycles for the Cal Grant Entitlement and
Competitive awards and details the additional program requirements.

Chapter Highlights

= Entitlement Overview

= High School Entitlement (E1)

= Community College Transfer Entitlement
(E2)

— Competitive Overview

= Competitive | (C1)

— Competitive 2 (C2)

= New Cal Grant Criteria at a Glance
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Award Cycles

Entitlement Overview

Cal Grant Entitlement Awards are a guarantee of financial aid funding for each California
high school graduate who meets certain criteria. If an Entitlement student is not
awarded based on the information on their initial FAFSA, but submits a subsequent
FAFSA that makes them eligible, the Commission will reconsider them for an award.

High School Entitlement (E1)

The E1 cycle awards an unlimited number of Cal Grants to high school seniors or recent
high school graduates having only one year between graduating high school and CEC 69434
attending college. CEC 69435

Those high school graduates offered an E1 award must submit confirmation of their
high school graduation to the Commission in WebGrants for Students. There is not an
official deadline for satisfying this requirement, however students usually have until
February of the awarding year before their award is withdrawn, which will give them
time to reapply the following academic year. Schools cannot request payment until this
confirmation is received. If the award is withdrawn, the student may appeal.

Students who meet the following requirements will be considered for an E1 award:

» Applies by March 2 of their senior year, or who applies the year following high
school graduation; and,

* Meets all Cal Grant eligibility criteria, including timely submission of the
FAFSA/CADA and the high school GPA or test scores (SAT, ACT, GED, TASC,
HiSet), as well as general and financial criteria

Community College Transfer Entitlement (E2)

The Entitlement guarantee extends to students under the age of 28 who attend a
California Community College (CCC) and meet the Entitlement requirements when CEC 69436
they'’re ready to transfer to a California Cal Grant qualifying four-year college. These Cal
Grants are referred to as California community college Transfer Entitlement (E2) awards.

Those students who meet the general, financial and program requirements and have a
California Community College GPA of at least 2.40 and meet the following requirements
will be considered for an E2 award:

* Be enrolled at a CCC any term of the previous academic year,

* Graduate from a CA HS or the equivalent (unless military orders required out of
state assignment at the time of graduation)

* Be a CAresident at the time of high school graduation (unless student is AB 540)

* Must have 24 semester or 36 quarter completed CC units

* Age < 28 by 12/31 of the year of application

» Transferring from a CCC to a 4 year bachelor degree granting institution
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California Community College students transferring to a four year college must
complete the Transfer Entitlement Cal Grant Certification online in WebGrants
for Students to verify their eligibility to receive a Transfer Entitlement Cal Grant
award. There is not an official deadline for satisfying this requirement; however
students usually have until the end of December of the awarding year before
their award is withdrawn, which will give them sufficient time to reapply the
following academic year. Schools cannot request payment until this requirement
is satisfied. If the award is withdrawn, the student may appeal.

Failure to submit the required information will adversely impact the student’s
consideration for the Transfer Entitlement Cal Grant.

Competitive Overview

Due to the limited amount of awards allocated for each of these programs and
the large number of applicants, there is no guarantee of an award. To receive
initial consideration, the student must meet all Cal Grant eligibility criteria,
including timely submission of the FAFSA and GPA, as well as general and
financial criteria. There are several different Competitive Awards as follows:

Competitive 1 (C1) Awarded during the March 2 cycle 12,875 new awards
annually

Cal Grant C Awarded during the March 2 cycle 7,761 new awards
annually

Competitive 2 (C2) Awarded during the September 2 cycle ;ﬁ,nsugl;lew awards

Competitive C1 & C2 awards

Students who aren’t awarded an Entitlement award can compete for Cal Grant
Competitive awards. Only a limited number of new awards (25,750) are available
each year—half set aside for students who apply by the March 2 application
deadline, and the other half for California Community College students who meet
the September 2 application deadline.

If a Competitive student is not awarded, based on the FAFSA information on file
at the time of awarding, and submits a subsequent FAFSA that makes them
eligible, the Commission will not reconsider them for an award for that cycle. This
is due to the high demand and the low number of awards in this program.
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Any applicant not meeting the Entitlement criteria will be considered for and scored on
disadvantaged indicators. These disadvantaged indicators are:

* GPA: Points are assigned uniformly and range from 150 to 350 depending on the
reported GPA. The higher the GPA, the higher the points assigned to this category. eZeRx-VeyA(NeD

+ Parents’ Educational Level: Points are based on individual parent’s education
level. The lower the parent’s education level, the more points assigned. The point
range per parent is 0 to 45, for a maximum of 90 points in this category.

+ Student or Parent Household Status: Independent applicants receive 0 points if
they are single without dependents or married. If the student is single, separated,
divorced, or widowed with a dependent(s) they earn 90 points in this category.

* Family Income/Household Size: Points are assigned uniformly and range from
150 to 380, depending on the student’s income and size of household. Students
with larger families and lower income receive more points in this category.

» Designated High School OR Late/Re-entry: Students with a very recent high
school graduation date (within two years) can earn 90 designated high school
points if:

= Their high school was in the lowest quartile for university going rates and has at
least 25% participation rate in the federal Title | free or reduced price lunch
program, or

= Their high school was in the upper quartile based on the number of participants
participating in the federal Title | free or reduced price lunch program, or

= The student submitted a General Equivalency Development (GED) test score,
or

= The student had their GPA verified by a California continuation high school

Students that graduated from high school more than 2 years ago can earn points as a
late or re-entry student. The number of assigned points varies based upon the number
of years since the student has attended high school and the college grade level of the
applicant. There is a maximum of 90 points assigned for this category. The more time
that has elapsed since high school graduation and the lower the college grade level, the
more points earned.

Competitive 1 (C1) Cycle
Any applicant not meeting the Entitlement criteria but who submitted a timely

application for the March 2 deadline, will be considered for a C1 award. They will
compete and be scored based on the criteria listed above.
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Cal Grant C Cycle

Those students who enroll in an occupational, technical, or vocational program at
a California Community College, an independent college or a vocational/career
college that is at least four month long and no more than 2 years will be eligible to
compete for a Cal Grant C award.

The Commission will contact potential Cal Grant C participants to encourage
them to submit a Cal Grant C Supplement online using WebGrants for Students.
This supplemental information is required and will be used to score the student
and, based on the score-cut off, will determine if the student is eligible for one of
the 7,761 awards authorized in statute.

Competitive 2 (C2) Cycle

Any applicant who does not meet the Entitlement, Cal Grant C or C1 criteria will
be considered for a C2 award if:

1. They submit timely applications* (FAFSA and GPA) for the September 2
deadline; and,

2. Their FAFSA reflects they are planning on attending a California Community
College.

These applicants will complete and be scored based on the criteria listed on the
previous page. C2 awarding begins annually in early October.

*If the student submitted applications for the March 2 deadline, they do not need
to resubmit applications for the September 2 deadline. The Commission will use
the information on file. However, if the student’s GPA is higher than originally
reported, they may update their GPA prior to the award cycle and the
Commission will use the highest applicable GPA on file when the award cycle is
run.
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8 - Award Cycles

Award Cycle Chart

E1l E2 Cc1 Cal C Renewal c2
PR - T
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nowv Dec

E 1 — awarded weekly through Dec 31 of the award year

FZ - G-6...30 days_._awarded weekly through Dec 31 of the award year

1 - award___run C12 after G-6s
rocessed and prelim E2s found ineligible

alC-c
upp.. .30 days...
run awards

Renewal - Run weekly through Dec 31 of

the award year

/ // CalC / Renewal b/ Cc2 /

January - Application period opens (Jan 1); first E1 [HS Entitlement] award cycle is run toward end of the
month

February - First E1 award notifications sent; E1 award runs continue weekly until December
March - Application period closes (Mar 2); E2Z cycle begins with G-6 forms sent to potentially eligible students

April - G-6 forms keyed and E2 award runs begin; first E2 award notifications sent; E2 award runs continue
weekly until December

May - C1 award cycle is run; C1 award notifications sent; Cal C cycle begins with Cal C Supps sent to
potentially eligible students

June - Cal C Supps keyed and Cal C award cycle is run; Cal C award notifications sent

July - Renewal cycle begins; renewal notifications sent; renewal runs continue weekly
August -

September - Application period for C2 closes (Sep 2); receive enrollment files from CCs; C12
October - C2 award cycle is run; C2 award notifications sent;

November - GPA collection begins for following award year; CC Reserve

December - Year-end for prior award year; conclude Entitlement and renewal runs in anticipation of new
application period approaching

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1
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New Cal Grant Award Criteria

Eligible -
Order Cycles Grant LeaveT of Absence Appllc_atlon Required GPA Important Facts
are Run Type First Year Deadlines
* Recent HS graduate
Yes - fall term has HS or Test » Meets all the CA high school graduation requirements
_ to be_accounted for Scores ONLY (including CAHSEE for students of public schools)
Entitlement CGA and (by either payment, March 2 ¢ Does not have to graduate from a CA HS (unless
(E1) CGB LH, or LA) bgfore_ CGA 3.00 student is AB 540) _
winter or spring will e Has to verify HS grad date by completing G-8 form
. CGB 2.00 )
be paid before funds released (self-reported online or by school)
e Graduate from CA HS
e Be a CA resident @ the time of high school graduation
Yes - Must be paid (unless student is AB 540)
at least 1 term at a ¢ Be enrolled at a CCC any term of the previous
Transfer § BIZ?]GI Isemester CC ONLY academic year
Entitlement CGA an school or 1 March 2 * Must have 24 semester or 36 quarter completed CCC
(E2) CGB payment and a LA CGA24 units o
ata BDGI quarter CGB 2.4 e Age < 28 by 12/31 of the year of application
school during the o Transferring to a 4 year bachelor degree granting
academic year institution (BDGI)
» Verify they will be transferring from a CCC to a 4 year
BDGI
o FAFSA corrections accepted until cycle runs (approx.
mid-April)
Yes — fall term has CGA3.0HS, 24 e Due to limited awards (12,875), no appeals approved
to be accounted for CC or 2.4 College unless admin error by CSAC
(by either payment, e Do not have to be a HS grad
LA* or LH) or the CGB 2.0HS, CC, | e Students (except for AB 540) who were originally run for
March CGA and student will be College or E2 but did not meet the eligibility requirements based on
Competitive CGB withdrawn March 2" Reestablished their G-6 answers or information received by college will
(Cy) be considered in a second run of the C1, nicknamed
*School may not Scored _ CI2. This is not a separate competition. The awardees
postan LA for a (See C1 section under this cycle are added to the C1 cohort. The same
new Competitive fOf scoring cutoff score is used from the first run of C1. It is not
recipient criteria) necessary to differentiate these students, except that
their award notifications will come later than those for
the first run of C1 awardees
e Cal C students must state on FAFSA/Dream
GPA not applications that the program they are pursuing is
required vocational, technical or occupational
Yes — fall term has o
to be accounted for but submission of | e Only 7,761 awards annually
Cal Grant C (by either payment GPA earns points | « Scored using different criteria than C1
C1) CGC March 2 i
(  Award is for up to 2 years
or LA) before s d ' Y ) N
winter or spring will % c * Applicant may submit a GPA (optional) for additional
be paid geﬁﬁonafor scoring points in the scoring
criteria)
Yes — fall term has CGA 3.0HS, 24
Eg;’:i;?rogg;‘:‘:emr CCor2.4College | , FAFSA corrections accepted until award cycle runs
LA* or LH) or the CGB 2.0 HS, CC, (approxl'. m'daSEptegberé o | g
September student will be College or * Due to limited awards (12,875), no appeals approve
o CGA and . nd . unless admin error by CSAC
Competitive withdrawn September 2 Reestablished : )
(C2) CGB ¢ Be included on a CCC enrollment file
*School may not Scored » Awards can be used at a qualifying institution
post an LA for a (See C2 section * Do not have to be a HS grad
new Competitive for scoring
recipient criteria)
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Renewing Cal Grant

Chapter Highlights

= Overview

= Renewal Criteria

= Renewal Corrections
= Communications

This chapter discusses the requirements for a student’s Cal Grant to renew.
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Renewing Cal Grant

Overview

The Commission automatically renews all active program participants who continue to
meet program criteria and have a minimum of 10% remaining Cal Grant eligibility.

As students are renewed, they are added to the Cal Grant Roster of the school that they
most recently attended. This process starts annually, no later than July and all students
who renew will be notified via email. Schools are notified via an Operations Memo before
the renewal cycle begins.

Since the Commission determines need through the renewal process, schools are not
required to enter annual need on the payment roster in WebGrants. However, it is the
institution’s role to determine the student’s actual payment eligibility prior to disbursing

the funds. Refer to Chapter 10,

Institutional
Additionally, if the student’s budget changes and those changes affect the student’s Cal Varifiesifion

Grant eligibility, the school must update the Commission. These changes should be Responsibility
reported to the Commission on the WebGrants “Grant Record Change” screen. For
example, this might include a higher budget used for a disabled student due to
increased transportation costs or a lower budget due to change in housing status.

Renewal Criteria

Students do not need to submit their GPA re-verified to renew. However, they must file
a new financial application (FAFSA or CADA) each year. In addition to the General Cal
Grant criteria that all recipients must meet, Cal Grant renewals must:

CEC 69432.7 (k)

« CArresident;

+ Attending at least half time;

» Meeting Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP);
* Meet income and asset thresholds;

+ Meet financial need requirements;

+ Meet minimum award need criteria; GOM 2014 - 33
* Have at least 10% remaining eligibility; and,

* Have valid transaction for each term of the prior year.

Renewal Competitive recipients also must meet the criteria listed above but will not be
rescored.

Income and Assets

California Education Code prescribes that the income ceilings used for students
renewing a Cal Grant award will be the higher of: 1) the new ceilings for the year or 2)
the ceilings in place when the participant entered the program.

Therefore, every year, the income and asset calculation criteria may change. For
example, the 2014-15 income and asset criteria were the same for both new and
renewing recipients.
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9 — Renewing Cal Grant

However, for the 2015-16 academic year, there are three categories as follows:

1) New Applicants initially awarded in the 2015 -16 Academic Year
2) Renewing Applicants initially awarded in the 2014-15 Academic Year
3) Renewing applicants initially awarded prior to the 2014-15 year

If assets were not collected on the FAFSA in the year the Cal Grant was first
awarded (i.e., the student qualified for the simple needs test), the student is not
automatically assumed to have met the asset ceiling in subsequent years.

Failure to meet the income and asset ceilings, will result in a student’s
withdrawal from the Cal Grant program. A student who loses eligibility for a Cal
Grant may not take a leave of absence or leave from payment to avoid losing the
award. Also, the award cannot be reinstated if the student qualifies in a later
year. The student must reapply and qualify for a new award, which will require
a financial application (FAFSA or CADA) and a verified GPA to be submitted by
the March 2 deadline.

Minimum Unmet Financial Need (FN)
Although the Commission’s calculation to determine minimum unmet financial
need did not change under SB70, the amount of unmet financial need to qualify
for a renewal Cal Grant A and C was increased.
The federal unmet financial need calculations is:

Cost of Attendance (COA)

— Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
Unmet FN

If a student initially qualified for both a Cal Grant A and a Cal Grant B, and does
not meet the minimum program need to renew the Cal Grant B, he or she may be
eligible for a Cal Grant A IF they continue to meet the Cal Grant A requirements.

Minimum unmet need for renewals is determined based on applying the unmet
financial need calculation using the application (FAFSA or CADA) information for
the renewal year, not the initial year the student was awarded. Pell Grant and
other forms of financial aid are not included in this calculation.

Minimum Need for Each Award Type

The minimum renewal need to receive a specific type of Cal Grant varies,
depending on the program in which the student is renewing.
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9 — Renewing Cal Grant

The state calculation takes the Cal Grant fee portion of the award and adds $1500 to
that figure to determine the unmet need a student must have to receive a Cal Grant
award. For example, a student’s fees are $12,000 + $1500 = the unmet FN a student
must have to be eligible to receive a Cal Grant award. The minimum renewal need
criteria for each award type are:

* Cal Grant A: Must have a minimum financial need of at least the maximum Cal
Grant A award amount plus $1500

« Cal Grant B: Must have a minimum financial need of at least $700

» Cal Grant C: Must have a minimum financial need of at least the maximum Cal
Grant C award amount plus $1500.

Using the UC system and the 2014-15 academic year as examples, minimum need
calculation equals federal UC system-wide fees plus $1500 (Cal Grant A) or $700 (Cal
Grant B) or $12,240 + $1,500 = $13,740 minimum need.

Now, let’'s assume this same student was initially awarded in 2008-09 with a $7,126 Cal
Grant A award, which means the student’s minimum need for that year was $7,126 +
$1,500 = $8,626. However, in order to renew the student must meet the 2014-15
minimum need calculation: $12,240 + $1,500 = $13,740 minimum need.

Keep in mind that when fees rise (e.g., $7,126 to $12,192), the cost of attendance
(COA) rises according. Institutions must submit accurate college cost estimates every
January to establish the true costs of attending that college.

Failure to meet either the minimum unmet financial need or the minimum need for
applicable program, will result in a student’s withdrawal from the Cal Grant program.

Remaining Eligibility

All Cal Grant awards are awarded for a specific program length. The actual years of
eligibility for Cal Grant is dependent on what the student’s Education Level (EL) was
when they received their first Cal Grant payment. To renew the student must have at
least 10% remaining eligibility. If the student’s Cal Grant is withdrawn and they want to
reapply, they must have at least 100% remaining eligibility.

Example of remaining eligibility:

13/14 AY: Student initially awarded and paid a Cal Grant and has an Educational Level
(EL) 2 (sophomore). Student has 300% of Cal Grant eligibility and use 100% for the AY.

14/15 AY: Cal Grant is renewed. Student used 100% eligibility for the AY.
15/16 AY: Student is ineligible for a renewal Cal Grant due to income/assets and is

withdrawn from the program. Student can re-apply for a new Cal Grant for the 16/17 AY
because they have at least 100% unused program eligibility.
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Example of no remaining eligibility:

13/14 AY: Student initially awarded a Cal Grant and has an Education Level
(EL) 3 (junior). Student has 200% of Cal Grant eligibility and used 100% for the
AY.

14/15 AY: Cal Grant is renewed. Student used 93% eligibility for the AY (one
term student received full payment and the other term the institution had to
adjust the Cal Grant payment based on the federal Return of Title IV
calculation.)

15/16 AY: Student applied for 15/16 Cal Grant but is not eligible because
student only has 7% remaining eligibility and must have at least 10% to be
renewed.

Prior Year Transactions

Cal Grant renewal recipients must satisfy all terms with a valid transaction for the
previous year to be eligible for a renewal award. If attending a semester school
they must have a transaction posted for both semesters and if they are attending
a quarter school they must have a transaction posted for all 3 quarters. Summer
term is not counted. If all terms of a year are not satisfied, the student will be
withdrawn from the program. Valid transactions could either be:

* A Cal Grant payment, or

» A Leave of Absence posted by either the student or the school (unless the
student is a new Competitive awardee, in which case the school cannot
submit a leave request for a student, or

* Another payment type, such as not making SAP

Renewal Corrections

As indicated in the renewal disqualification letter, a student may be re- evaluated
for the renewal process due to changing financial circumstances or an error on
the FAFSA. For the renewal cycle, the Commission will only process ISIR
corrections submitted by any school.

Renewal Corrections for All Non-UC Institutions

Students are instructed to contact the financial aid office of their school of
attendance. Financial aid administrators who determine a FAFSA error has been
made or approve professional judgment for disqualified Cal Grant students must
make the ISIR correction for renewal consideration by the Commission. If an
eligible Cal Grant recipient becomes ineligible as a result of this change, the
school is required to submit this information to the Commission using either the
WebGrants Grant Record Change screen or paper Grant Record Change Form
for Schools (G-21).
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9 — Renewing Cal Grant

Renewal Corrections for UC Institutions

Students are instructed to make the ISIR correction themselves on the www.fafsa.gov
website and not contact the UC financial aid office. UC financial aid administrators will
determine if the ISIR correction submitted by the student will impact their Cal Grant
eligibility.

The UC financial aid administrator should submit a Grant Record Change for Schools in
WebGrants for any disqualified students who need renewal re-processing. Complete the
G-21 with the pertinent data, including which ISIR transaction number is to be processed
in the “reason” section.

Communications

The Commission uses the student’s email address for notifications, whether the
student’s Cal Grant award will be renewed or will not be renewed. If the student does not
list an email address, the Commission will send a letter by mail through the U.S. Postal
Service.

The Commission also has a Disqualification Fact Sheet for students located on
WebGrants for Students.

The Commission uses Grant Operations Memos to notify institutions of awarding
notifications sent to students.
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California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
Chapter 10
Institutional Verification Responsibilities

This chapter provides guidance to institutions about their verification
responsibilities to ensure the institution is in compliance and that the awardee
Is an eligible Cal Grant recipient.

Chapter Highlights

= Overview

= Institutional Policies and Procedures
= Verification Resources

= Verification Criteria
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Institutional Verification Responsibilities

Overview

Prior to awarding a Cal Grant to a student, the Commission determines that the student General

meets general, financial and program criteria and is eligible to receive an award. It is the EEEVIIENENCREELE
institutions responsibility to confirm that the recipient meets general, financial and to Chapter 4
program requirements specified in the IPA at the time Cal Grant funds are disbursed to Financial

the recipient or the recipient’s account. Requirements — Refer

to Chapter 5

When verifying Cal Grant eligibility, institutions should use all existing information, Program

including but not limited to the Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR), Cal ISIR,
student self-certification, if applicable, verification documentation, and any other
information in the possession of the institution such as academic transcripts, student
accounting ledgers, etc.

Additionally, the Commission expects that the institution will not process Cal Grant
recipients differently than non-Cal Grant recipients. Cal Grant payment eligibility is made
based on institution certification of the student’s enrollment in an eligible program.

Institutional Policies and Procedures
As indicated in the Institutional Participation Agreement, institutions are required to

develop and maintain written policies and procedures governing the administration and
processing of Cal Grant funds.

Requirements — Refer
to Chapter 6

IPA, Article Il & IlI
Refer to Chapter 17,
Institutional Program

Verification Resources Compliance for more

Prior to disbursement of Cal Grant funds the Cal Grant qualifying institutions must verify
the student eligibility as stated in the Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA).
There are several keys to successfully verifying a student’s eligibility to receive Cal
Grants.

The Commission advises Financial Aid Administrators to take full advantage of the all
forms of communication and training offered by the Commission.

detailed information

Use the Commission’s website to access the latest information

Sign up for training / webinars

Read all the Commission’s Grant Operations Memos, Special Alerts, and other
notices

Resolve all conflicting information

Have knowledge of the Cal Grant statutes and regulations

Contact School Support to resolve questions

Sign-up for the List-Serv
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10 - Institutional Verification Responsibilities

The List-Serv registration link is at the bottom of the Commission home page. To
receive important and time sensitive communications from the Commission, including
CEC 69433.9 Grant Operations memos and Special Alerts, it is critical for schools to register using
this link.

December 23rd!

2014 Get Schooled Celebrity Visits

‘ ‘ Instructions

/\

Accessibility | List-Serv Subscription | Help | ContactUs | Site Map | Glossary | Cal Grant Eligible Schools | Important Links | ECMC | Careers

Conditions of Use | Privacy Policy

Copyright © 2012 State of California
] Select Language | ¥

Verification Criteria

The IPA describes the responsibilities of the institution which includes
confirmation of eligibility and resolution of conflicting information.

An institution’s disbursement of Cal Grant funds and the reporting of these

IFAP Handbook disbursements on the Cal Grant roster constitute a certification of the eligibility of
Ny the student for payment. This certification acknowledges that, to the best
knowledge of the institution, the student is eligible for the Cal Grant funds and the
institution has taken reasonable steps to verify the student’s eligible status.

Cal Grant eligibility is always dependent on the student meeting all general,
financial and program requirements as stated in the Institutional Participation
Agreement and in this Cal Grant Handbook, as well as any eligibility information
the institution may have in their possession regarding the student.

Despite the student appearing as eligible on WebGrants, the institution must
verify that the student is eligible before reporting or releasing a Cal Grant
payment. Institutions are expected to review any documents that come into
their possession that may affect a participant’s eligibility and must ensure that
students meet eligibility criteria in accordance with the requirements stated in
statute, regulations and this handbook.

An institution must have a system of identifying and resolving discrepancies for all
information received by any office at that institution. Further, the institution must
resolve all discrepancies, and not just those for students selected for verification.
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10 - Institutional Verification Responsibilities

Refer to IPA Articles
IV, Cal Grant
Programs
Administration-
Disbursement-
Institutional

Responsibilities

EFSA Handbook

Volume 2, chapter 3
Pages 2-39

FSA Handbook

Application/Verificatio
n Guide

CSAC Dream Act
Guide

Refer to Chapter 4,
General CG
Requirements,
Chapter 5 CG
Financial
Requirements and
Chapter 6, CG
Program
Requirements

CEC 69434(b)(5)
CEC 69432.7())

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

Per the FSA Handbook, this system must include a review of:

 “All student aid applications, need analysis documents, multiple reporting records,
potential overawards from COD, statements of educational purpose, statements of
registration status, and eligibility notification documents presented by or on behalf of
each applicant.

* The Student Aid Report/ISIR for a student. Even if a school has already verified the
information on a student’s SAR/ISIR, it must review all information on subsequent
SARS/ISIRS.

* Any documents, including copies of federal tax return and tax account transcripts, that
are normally collected by the school to verify information received from the student or
other sources.

* Any other information submitted or normally available to the school regarding a
student’s citizenship, previous educational experience, or Social Security number or
other factors relating to the student’s eligibility for FSA funds.”

Just as the federal processor requires institutions to verify FAFSA data,
verification for Dream Act Applicants is very similar. The Commission selects
approximately 20% of the Dream Applications for verification. The standard
federal V1 verification group is used for Dream Act applicants selected for
verification.

Dream Act Applicants and their parents who file federal tax returns, should
obtain their IRS Tax Return Transcripts as proof of income is needed. Students
and parents who were not required to file a federal tax return are verified using
other means as described in the Federal Student Financial Aid Handbook.

Since most Dream Act Applicants and their parents do file federal tax returns,
IRS Tax Return Transcripts should be obtained by the student as proof of
income is needed. Students and parents who were not required to file a federal
tax return are verified using other means as described in the Federal Student
Financial Aid Handbook.

Exempt Status

The recipient meets the requirements, or other similar requirements adopted by
the Regents of the University of California for purposes of determining whether a
student is exempt from paying nonresident tuition based on their attendance at a
California high school, or equivalent thereof.
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Certification of Eligible Course of Study

Cal Grant payment eligibility is determined based on institution documentation of the
student’s enroliment in an eligible program. Therefore, at the time of payment, an
institution is certifying that the student is enrolled in an eligible program (course of
study) based on the Cal Grant program in which the student is participating.

This determination is made based on the degree goal of the participant as follows:

» Cal Grant A requires that the course of study be a minimum of two years (48
semester units or the equivalent) and lead directly to an associate or bachelor’s
degree, or qualify the student to transfer from a Community College to a bachelor
degree granting institution.

» Cal Grant B requires that the course of study to be a minimum of one year in length
(24 semester units or the equivalent) and lead to an AS, BS or certificate.

» Cal Grant C requires the course of study be in an occupational or vocational
program of no less than four months and no more than 2 years.

Since specific determination of participation in an eligible program at any particulartime
is not possible by merely looking at the student’s coursework, many institutions will require
documentation from the student, such as an academic plan as certification that the
student is in the program. Another method would be by formal declaration of major.

Enrollment Status

The enroliment status for each recipient must be determined according to the
recipient’s attendance at the time funds are paid to the recipient or credited to the
recipient’s account. When making payment for a term that has ended, the institution
must base the attendance status on the number of units successfully completed for
the term.

If a recipient registers for classes, never attends and never receives funds, the
institution should report that the student is not in attendance using the “NA” code (not in
attendance). However, if the recipient registers for classes, never attends and receives
Cal Grant funds, it is the institutions responsibility to both report this to the Commission
using the “NS” code (used to reverse previously reported Cal Grant payment) and to recover
the funds from the student.

English as a Second Language (ESL)

Inclusion of English as a Second Language (ESL) courses or remedial courses is
allowed in determining attendance status if the institution can also certify the student is
enrolled in an eligible program. For example, the student may be taking 9 units in their
major and 3 units in an ESL class and be paid as full-time (12 units).
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Drop or Withdraw

The Commission requires that schools have a written Cal Grant refund policy
that includes all Cal Grant programs and payment types (tuition/fees, access,
B/S). This policy should take into consideration and be in compliance with any
federal Title IV R2T4 requirements.

Under 8484B of the HEA (20 U.S.C. 81091b), if a recipient of Title IV grant
or loan assistance withdraws from an institution during a payment period or
period of enroliment in which the student began attendance, a participating
institution must determine the amount of grant and loan assistance to be
returned to the Title IV programs.

CEC 69436.5

Similarly, institutions are required to determine the earned and unearned
portions of the Cal Grant award based on the amount of time the student
attended. Furthermore, if it is determined by the institution that a Cal Grant
refund is due to the Commission, refer to the payment adjustments section of
this Handbook.

Transfer Entitlement (E2)

California Education Code Section 69436(d)(3)(B) requires the Commission to
select a minimum of 10% of the new and renewal Transfer Entittlement Awards
for verification. Although E2 students are allowed to affirm in writing under
penalty of perjury that they meet all the requirements for the award, prior to
disbursement of funds, the institution must resolve all conflicting information.
For example, a student certifies that they attended a CCC for the academic
year prior to receiving the new E2 award, however the institutions transcripts
show the student was enrolled at a BDGI and not a CCC. Therefore the student
is not eligible for the E2 award.

A report of those students selected for verification is created for each institution
and is available in the Data Transfer section of WebGrants.

Education Level

Recipients will initially be assigned program eligibility based on their grade level in
college as reported on their FAFSA. Students who have never attended college
begin with program eligibility of 400%.

The institution determines education level (EL) at the time of initial payment
based on the number of units completed. The institution certifies the EL in the
same manner for Cal Grant purposes as for other campus grade level or class
CEC 69433 .6(a) level purposes and must ensure that if the EL changes during the academic year,
the Cal Grant EL is not changed as required for loans. The EL is based on all
accepted transfer units at the institution and established institutional policy.
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10 - Institutional Verification Responsibilities

For example:
1. EL 1=0to 29.9 semester units or O to 44 quarter units, or the equivalent.
2. EL 2 =30 to 59.9 semester units or 45 to 89 quarter units, or the equivalent.
3. EL 3 =60 to 89.9 semester units or 90 to 134 quarter units, or the equivalent.
4. EL 4 =90 or more semester units or 135 or more quarter units, or the equivalent.
For example:

A new student for 2014/15 has completed 40 units prior to fall of 2014. The school’'s
policy shows:

0-30 = EL1
31-60=EL 2
61-90=EL 3
91+ =EL4

In this example, the student should be reported as an EL 2 prior to posting their fall
payment.

Despite any institution definition of half or three quarter-time, for Cal Grant purposes
institutions must adhere to the CCR definition. In order to ensure the percentage of total
program eligibility assigned to a new recipient is correct, the institution at which the initial
grant payment is issued is required to verify the recipient’s educational level.

Remaining Program Eligibility

When an institution reports a Cal Grant payment, the system automatically reduces the

student’s remaining program eligibility according to the tables below.

Eligibility Use Chart
9-month (2 semesters or 3 quarters) Term Based Institutions

Attendance Per Per Rer .
Status Semesters Quarters HEznEmie
Year
Full-time 50.00% 33.33% 100.00%
¥ -time 37.50% 25.00% 75.00%
Half-time 25.00% 16.67% 50.00%

CCR 30003 and 30004

EXCEPTION: New
recipient stated they
never attended
college does not
require EL verification
unless the school has
confirmation of units
earned.

CCR 30003
CCR 30004

Example:

A new Cal Grant A recipient entering college as an EL 2, at the time of their first Cal
Grant payment, will receive 300% eligibility because it is anticipated that it will take the
student 3 more years to complete their program of study. Regardless of whether it takes
the student less time or more time, the recipient’s Cal Grant benefits will be limited to
the 300% (3 years of full-time payment).
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The yearly award amounts displayed on the Cal Grant rosters, on WebGrants and
printed on the Student’s California Aid Report (CAR) reflect an amount based on
the normal attendance year for the institution the recipient is attending.

For example, students attending traditional 9 or 10-month term based institutions
will have award amounts displayed as 9-month payment amounts (two semesters or
three quarters). These will match the Cal Grant award amounts established annually
in the State Budget Act.

Cal Grants are paid on a term-by-term basis. All Cal Grant recipients start with
the same program eligibility. Therefore, students at year round institutions use up
eligibility faster because they are attending more terms per year.

In WebGrants, a year round institution is one with an 11 or 12-month budget
established. Non-Term based institutions will be set up for quarterly disbursement of
Cal Grant funds.

Eligibility Use Chart
Year Round (3 semesters or 4 quarters) or Non-term Based Institutions

Attendance Semester Quarter
Per Semester & Per Quarter %
Status Academic Year Academic Year
Full Time 50.00% 150.00% 33.33% 133.30%
3/4 Time 37.50% 112.50% 25.00% 100.00%
Half Time 25.00% 75.00% 16.67% 67.00%

If the recipient’s remaining eligibility is more than the eligibility that will be used
during the term according to his/her enroliment status, the recipient has full
eligibility for the term.

If the recipient’s remaining eligibility is less than the eligibility that will be used
during the term, the award will be prorated based on their remaining eligibility.
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Summer Term Proration of Award and Eligibility: Cal Grant A, B and C

Payment for summer attendance is based on the recipient’s grant award for the
regular academic year (increased charges for summer term are not considered).
If payment is made for summer attendance, an additional term of eligibility is used.
To be eligible for summer payment, a recipient must be enrolled at least half-
time.

Arecipient’s eligibility for Cal Grant benefits and proration of attendance for three-
quarter and half-time attendance is calculated in the same manner as the regular
academic year.

Example:

Semester Quarter
Fall 50% | Fall 33.33%
Spring  50% | Winter 33.33%
Summer 50% | Spring 33.33%
Summer  33.33%
Total 150% | Total 133.3%

Five Year Programs

Cal Grant Teaching Credential Program Benefits

Undergraduate Cal Grant A and B recipients who plan to enroll in a teaching credential
program (TCP) after they receive their bachelor's degree may be eligible to renew their
Cal Grant award for an additional year (100%). The additional year of payment is
provided to students who are seeking an initial teaching credential and cannot be used
for other graduate level courses of study.

Teaching credential participants must continue to meet Cal Grant A or B program
requirements. This is a benefit extension to an existing Cal Grant program award.
Students must submit a Request for Cal Grant Teaching Credential Program Benefits
Form (G-44) to the Commission to determine if they are eligible for an extension.

Mandatory Five Year Program

A mandatory five-year program is one which requires all participants in that program to
complete more than four years of undergraduate study to obtain a degree. If a student is
enrolled in a mandatory fiver-year undergraduate program, they may submit a Request
for Cal Grant Fifth Year Benefits (G-42) form.

The institution is required to verify that a recipient’s participation in an eligible post-
graduate teaching credential or mandatory 5th year program is approved by the
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impact a student’s Cal Grant award.
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Application and Status Changes

Overview

There are various changes that can be made either online or via forms. Some of these
changes can only be made by students, some can be made only by schools and some
can be made by either party.

Changes Made by Students

In the event that a student’s demographic information changes at any time, it is the
student’s responsibility to make sure the Commission receives the updated information.
Often students will change their demographic information with their college only,
however they also need to update this information with the Commission.

We recommend students submit changes online using the secure WebGrants for
Students (WGS) web site. WGS is the Commission’s online access portal for students
and is the fastest and most secure way to submit changes. Once the Commission has
received either a FAFASA, CADA or GPA, the student can create a WGS account at
www.webgrants4students.org

WGS located at

www.webgrants4stud
ents.org

Students may make changes online or request a change be made on their account via
paper or email. If there is an online option for submitting changes, this would be the
preferred method.

The types of changes students can or cannot make and the ways these changes may
be submitted are detailed in the following chart:

Type of Change Online WGS GrantFIz(:;ozg_(lig)ange Email Grant Record Change
Demographic Y Y Y Form (G-10)
Change of School Y Y Y
Change of Program N Y (requires school signature) N
Request Leave of Absence (LA) Y Y Y
Name N Y N
Date of Birth (DOB) N Y N
Social Security Number N Y N
Request to Withdraw Award N Y N
FAFSA and CADA N N N
GPA Changes N N N

Demographic Changes - Demographic changes include changes to student’s address,
phone number or email address

Change of School - If the student makes a school change, the student may retain, gain
or lose Cal Grant eligibility, depending on the Cost of Attendance (COA) at the new
school. If the COA at the new school is higher and the student is a new
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Entitlement Cal Grant recipient, this may make an ineligible student eligible for
an Entitlement Cal Grant award. In contrast, if the COA at the new school is
lower, the student’s Cal Grant award may be reduced or withdrawn.

The California Aid Report (CAR) is the Cal Grant notification for new awardees.
On the CAR the student will find the first 3 California colleges listed on their
FAFSA, along with Cal Grant eligibility information for each of those colleges.

New recipients have access to the School Change Simulator Screen in WGS.
Students use this tool when considering a school other than the school listed on
their CAR to model how a school change might impact their Cal Grant eligibility.

Students renewing their Cal Grant award, and wanting to attend a different
school from that on the Commission’s records, should access information about
the school they wish to attend on Cal Grant participating institutions list.

Once they have this information, they can update their school choice on
WebGrants for Students.

Change of Program — Students may initiate a Cal Grant program change by
completing the G-10 form, however a signature from a financial aid officer at their
college is required before this change will be processed.

Request Leave of Absence (LA) — Students may take a break from Cal Grant
program by using a LA. This leave time might coincide with approved campus
leaves or may occur upon withdrawal from a campus or during an off- term during
transfer between campuses. Leaves can be approved only for periods of time for
which the student would otherwise be eligible for payment. Therefore, leaves
should not be granted for students who are:

= Financially ineligible
»= Not making Satisfactory Academic Progress
» In default on federal loans or owe repayment of grants

Students may request a LA from the Cal Grant program, for a maximum of 200%
(4 semesters or 6 quarters) for the lifetime of the Cal Grant award they are
currently receiving. If a student is withdrawn from the program, reapplies and is
awarded another Cal Grant, they will be able to request another LA, for a
maximum of 200%.*

Extensions may be granted only for documented exceptional situations through
the Commission’s appeal process.

* If a new competitive Cal Grant student reports a LA for the entire award year,
the student’s award may be withdrawn so that other disadvantaged students can
be considered for an award. If an award is withdrawn, the student will have to
reapply as a new recipient.
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Summer School: A student is not able to use the Cal Grant only for a summer term. For
example, a student is not able to use their Cal Grant if they attend an out-of-state school
during the regular academic year and attend a California school only for the summer. If a
student’s first term is summer and they will continue enrollment for fall term, then they
are eligible for the summer payment.

Military Deferment Request Form - Students on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces
may have their Cal Grant deferred for up to three years. To request a deferment,
students should complete a Deferment Request Form (G-12) or write to:

California Student Aid Commission
P.O. Box 419028
Rancho Cordova, CA 95741-9028

Name Changes — Most name changes require the student to complete and submit a G-
10 form along with a copy of their new driver’s license, SSN card or marriage certificate.

DOB - Students may request a correction to their DOB and must submit a copy of their
birth certificate along with the request.

Social Security Number Changes — Social Security changes require the student to
complete and submit a G-10 form along with a copy of their SS card and picture ID. The
student should also be advised to update their FAFSA to ensure future record matches.

Request to Withdraw — requests to withdraw from the Cal Grant program should be
made on a G-10 form. If the student requests this change, their Cal Grant award will be
withdrawn and reinstatement will not be possible. On the G-10, the student is asked to
provide a reason why they want to withdraw from the program.

FAFSA or CADA - The types of application changes that may be made by the student
must be updatable fields on the application. Early filing of the FAFSA or CADA allows
the maximum time to review and correct submitted data corrections. If FAFSA or CADA
changes are made prior to awarding, they will be used for the award cycle. If these
changes are made after the initial awarding cycle, they will be considered for
Entitlement students (until such time that the student is awarded) but will not be
considered for Competitive students.

GPA — GPA updates/corrections must be submitted by the school that submitted the
initial GPA. See schools section below. School official signature and contact information
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WGS Screens

WGS Home Portal

L 5]
4/, California N ;
GOV 3«; Student Aid Commission LFIGRY in| 0 RYNEAVIL)

WEBGRANTS 4 STUDENTS e

view

your
AWARD STATUS

(W-{'A‘f& Lk ./

The California Student Aid Commission has created WebGrants 4 Students (WGS) just for you, the
student. The goal is to provide you with the resources, information and tools needed to assist you with
the college financial aid process. WGS will allow you to manage your Cal Grant andlor Chafee
account(s) online by letting you view updates, make school changes, make address changes, make % Executive Director's News Releases
corrections, and post leave of absence requests. It is important for you to understand that your WGS
account does not replace your School or FAFSA accounts. Each account must be monitored and

managed independently. % How to Apply for a Cal Grant Award
# |mportant Facts About Your New

THE CALIFORNIA STUDENT AID COMMISSIONS CUSTOMER RELATIONS BRANCH FIELDS CALLS Cal Grant Awara

MOHNDAY THROUGH FRIDAY FROM 10 AM. TO 11:45 A.M. AND FROM 1 BM. TO 4:45 PM. WHILE AT

& |mportant Facts About Your Renewal
Y ASKED QUESTIONS LINK ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF e Aat

+ Disqualification Fact Sheet

# Important Cal Grant / Chafee Updates
Enter your User ID and Password. WebGrants 4 Students  Important Deadlines

Please note the User ID and
Password fields are case sensitive.

Sign_ln # Search for a Cal Grant Eligible School

# Financial Aid Programs
# Forms / Applications
. Password | | % Frequently Asked Questions
i
% Foster Youth Resources
@ Other Financial Aid Resources and

Create an Account Important Links

Authorized Use Only User D | |

Forgot vour User ID and/or password? Having

problems logging in? # Security Information
=2 Toal
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WGS - Options Screen

. Chafee Grant (Faste: Youh Oely)
. Middle Class Scholarship 1050 sed LC Students Only)

Middle Class Scholarship Main

¢ Yiew My MCS Award Detail

WGS — Main Menu Screen

Cal Grant Main

What is the purpose of your visit today?

Understanding My Cal Grant
Disqualification Fact Sheet

Change My Address

View My Application Status

View My Award Detail

View My CA Aid Report (CAR)

View My Payment History

Submit School Change or Leave of Absence
Third Party Access to My Account

™ & . T 5 5 T 5
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WGS - Change Address Screen

Address Change

- If your Addr Stat Code listed below is 'I' or "A’, it is invalid and you must correct and submit your current demographic information.
CS5AC must have a valid address on file to maintain our ability to contact you with important information.

Changes to your address, phone numbers, email address, and alternate email address may be made on this screen.
Any demographic change will require you to confirm your email and alternate email address, if present.
Make sure to notify your school of these changes so that they can update your school record.

Changes to your Mame, SSM, or Date of Birth require supporting documentation. Click here to print a form and instructions for requesting such
changes.

Changes will not be processed until you click on the Submit Changes button.

CSAC I School Users must use the WebGrants system to perform updates.

Confirm E-Mail: Addr Stat Code:

Alternate E-Mail: Date of Change:

FIRST, LAST NAME 55N:
Address 1: | CSACID:
Address 2: | Date of Birth:
City: | Homa Phone: [
State: I ze: Cell Phone: [t
E-Mail: | Source of Change:

[

[

I

Cenfirm Alternate E-Mail:

Submit Changes Reset

Previous Data

Previous Data

Privacy Policy Contact Us

Application Status

Select either SSN or student ID Mumber on the drop-down then enter the comesponding number and then select the academic year in question on the drop down. Click
on GO and your status for the Cal Grant Program will be displayed.

Select the appropriate academic year. in the Search by Academic Year field, and select "Go".
Click on the application status line for further explanation.

SN Academic Year = o0 2
S5N:
CSAC I:
Date of Birth:
E-Mail: Home Phone:
Alternate E-Mail Cell Phone:

College of Attendance: SIERRA COLLEGE

Application Status:

Required Applications

Apply for a Cal Grant:
FAFSA or CA Dream Apglication + Grade Point Average (GPA) Verification = & Cal Grant ication. You must apply by March 2nd o maximize your opporiunity to receive an sward.
*If you mizs the March 2nd Cal Grant deadline AND you pilan to attend community college in the fall, you have until September 2nd to spply.

*Due to the limited number of swards and keeping in compliance with state statue, CA Dream Act i will not be i for & G ity College Cal Grant award
during the September 2nd competitive sward cycle

Renew a Cal Grant:
if you've slresdy received & Cal Grant, you don't need fo submit & verified GFA fo renew your sward. You'll just need fo submit 8 FAFSA or CA Dresm Applicstion
CSAC and your echool will detemmine if you're still eligible to receive your Cal Grant, 2o be sure fo include your echool on your FAFSA or GA Dream Application.

A check mark ¥ indicates the information has been received by the Commission.

v 2014-2015 FAFSA or CA Dream Application Complete
v Grade Point Average (GPA) Verification - Not required for renewal students
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WGS - High School Graduation Confirmation

Requirements Section - High School Gradua rmation (G8)

Your Cal Grant award has requirements that must be satisfied before final award eligibility can be
determined and the awarding process completed. You may not be able to select any options on the
Cal Grant Main Menu below until this requirement is satisfied.

You are not eligible to receive Entitlement Cal Grant benefits if you have not graduated from high school
or achieved the equivalent. However, state law gives Entitlement Cal Grant applicants until December 31
of the award year to complete their high school graduation requirements.

= If you have not yet graduated. but expect to graduate prior to December 31 of the award year,
please complete the confirmation at that time. Confirmation of your high school graduation is
required.

= |f you have not graduated, or achieved the equivalent, by December 31 of the award year, your

Cal Grant offer is void. To be considered for a Cal Grant award you will have to reapply next year
by the March 2nd application deadline.

- Submit High School Graduation Confirmaticn Please note that you will not be paid unless you are confirmed.

WGS - California Aid Report Screen

California Aid Report (CAR)

Congratulations on meeting the preliminary requirments for the 2014-2015 Cal Grant Program! Based on the information you reposted on your Free Application for Federal Stucent Ald (FAFSA) or CA Dream Act
Application (CADAA) and Grade Point Average (GPA), the California Student Ald Commission (CSAC) is offering you a Cal Grant. To receive your Cal Grant award offer beginning in the fall 2014, you will need 1o take

some of the steps idend®ed below. This Cal Grant award offer may be reduced or withdrawn based on the final State Budget or final by your
Date Issued: 070314 CSAC ID:
ool Choice Cal Grant A
LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY SEE CODE #99 $1,648
UNIV OF CA - IRVINE SEE CODE #39 $1,648
CSU POMONA-POLYTECHNIC SEE COOE #39 $1.648

Coda Dasciptors | NowRe =

Some schools you listed on your FAFSAICADAA may not participste in the Cal Grant Program. To view the Iist of eligibie schools, please vist the CSAC homepage alt www c33¢ ¢35 Qov. click Colleges, and then “Cal
Grant Efigidle Schools™ localed af the bottom of the page

To Receive the Cal Grant award you must:

© Confirr that the first school listed 3bove is the one you plan on attending. I itis ot you must submit 3 school change in your WGS account so that we can get the award 1o the campus you will attend
Deginning in the fall 2014

Understand your financial ald disbursement options. These may include 3 paper check, debit card or direct deposi 10 your bank account. You have a choice as to how you want your Cal Grant funds paid to
you S0 make sure you make 3 wise decision 10 get the most out of your Cal Grant award offer and other financial aid. Check your campus student account or contact your financial aid ofice for Cal Grant
disbursement dates

Register with the Selective Sendce if you are a male IMng in the U.S. and are between the ages of 18 through 25. For more information about Selective Senvice requirements go 10 Www.ss5 00y

Use this award offer during this academic year of your award offer may be withdrawn. Let us know if you do not plan to use the award for the 2014-2015 academic year

PRIVACY STATEMENT: Please be aware, Cal Grant information for students who are 18 years of age or older or who have a Y will only be o parents or
guardians with written authorization from the student.

Deana Fuentes-Michel, Executive Director
California Student Aid Commission

It you have any questions, please contact us at (888) 224.7268 or e-mail us at SludentsupPONBCIAC.LCAQ0Y
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WGS - Submit a School Change or Leave of Absence Screen

School Change and Leave of Absence

This screen is for school change and/or leave of absence requests. Requests will be updated immediately when submitted.

“  Ifyou are changing your school of attendance, to avoid potential problems with your Cal Grant Award, please make sure that the school accepts
your Cal Grant award type (A,B,C). On the "School Change To" drop-down menu below, you will see the Cal Grant Award type(s) accepted by each
institution

“  If your current school of attendance (listed below) is incorrect, please update

To request a school change, select your new school and starting term.

“  If your housing status (listed below) is incorrect, please speak with the financial aid office on your campus
“  To request a leave of absence, select the term(s) you will not attend

Scroll to the bottom of the screen to see a history of your prior school changes and leave of absences. Place the cursor over the school code to
view the school name

. Renewal Students - You may submit a school and/or housing change for next term. Please use the Future School/Housing Change screen to
make these changes

- Select the appropriate academic year from the "Search By Academic Year” field below, and select "Go™. The academic year begins with the Fall
term
Search = K&} v LGRS CRTE 2015-2016 60!
SSN:
CSAC ID:
Date of Birth:
E-Mail: Home Phone:
Current School of Attendance: 00132500 - UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO
Current Housing Status: CAMPUS
Request a Leave of Absence ONLY at Current School
Leave of Absence At Current School: Fall- 2014 Winter - 2014 Spring - 2015

Remaining LA Eligibility (years): 2.00

Request a School Change TO a New School

School Change To: [Please setect one

Term Change To Occur: pleass select one -

Please allow up to one week for your school to the up f You may your fi | aid office to determine what they might need from you to determine
your eligibility.

1 understand that:

My final Cal Grant award amount will be determined by my school.
My school will re-verify my Cal Grant eligibility prior to disbursing my award.
School changes reported too late may result in non-payment for one or more terms.

Only the current school on file has access to my Cal Grant and the ability to report a payment.

| have read and understand the above statements.

Submit Change I Reset I
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WGS - Middle Class Scholarship Screen

Middle Class Scholarship Award Detail

5 Click on Withdrawn Reason title to display descriptions.
5 Click on Award Status title to display description.

5 Click on the School of Attendance on File to display description.

Search By Academic Year = P Louii e @

SARAH J PIE SSN/DREAM ID:
17 ROM DRIVE CSAC ID:
COMCORD, CA 94519 Date of Birth:
E-Mail: Home Phone:
School E-Mail: Cell Phone:
Annual Award Amount Fall Winter Spring Award Date Award Status Withdrawn Reason
HE66 5333 50 $333 091112014 AMWARDED
Other Financial Aid Reported by Your School of Attendance: School of Attendance on File
Federal Aid: $0 Hame: CSU-SOMOMA
State Aid: 50 School Code: 00115600

Institutional Aid: 30
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Changes Made by Schools

Colleges may make some changes on behalf of their students and some changes may
only be made by colleges. The following chart shows which changes may be made by
colleges. Additionally, it details how schools may submit these changes, although, if
applicable, the preferred method of submitting these changes would be using the
WebGrants (WG) system. If WG is not available the next preferred method is email.

Type of Change O\r;\;ge School Letterhead or Form | Email
Demographic Y Y Y
Change of School Y Y Y
Change of Program N Y Y
Request Leave of Absence (LA) v v v
Except for new Competitive St.

Name N Y Y
Date of Birth N Y Y
Social Security Number N Y Y
Request to Withdraw Award N Y Y
FAFSA and CADA Y Y Y
GPA Changes Y Y Y

Demographic Changes - Demographic changes include changes to the student’s
address, phone number or email address.

Change of School - If the school makes a school change, the student may retain, gain
or lose Cal Grant eligibility, depending on the Cost of Attendance (COA) at the new
school. If the COA at the new school is higher and the student is a new Entitlement Cal
Grant recipient, this may make an ineligible student eligible for an Entitlement Cal Grant
award. In contrast, if the COA at the new school is lower, the student’s Cal Grant award
may be reduced or withdrawn.

Change of Program — The School may initiate a Cal Grant program change, either on
school letterhead, via email or by completing the student initiated G-10 form. No matter in
what form this request is made, it will require either a school signature or e-signature.

Request LA — Schools may request a LA from the Cal Grant program on behalf of their
students, unless the student is a new Competitive recipient. Students may have a
maximum of 200% (4 semesters or 6 quarters) for the lifetime of the Cal Grant award
they are currently receiving. If a student is withdrawn from the program, reapplies and is
awarded another Cal Grant, they will be able to request additional LAs, for a maximum of
200%.

Name Changes — If the school determines that a student’s name is incorrect and have
supporting documentation of the correct name, the school may update the
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Commission by submitting either a letter (on school letterhead) or an email. No
supporting documentation is needed from the school.

DOB - Similarly to name changes, if a school determines that a student’s DOB is
incorrect and have documentation of the correct DOB, they may update the
Commission by submitting either a letter (on school letterhead) or an email. No
supporting documentation is needed from the school.

Social Security Number — If a school determines that a student’s SSN is
incorrect and has supporting documentation of the correct SSN, they may update
the Commission by submitting either a letter on school letterhead or an email. No
supporting documentation is needed from the school. It is important for the
student to update this information on the FAFSA to ensure there are no future
record mismatches.

Request to Withdraw - If a student decides they do not want their Cal Grant
award, the school may submit either a Grant Record Change Form for Schools
(G-21) using the comment field or an email to the Commission, indicating the
student no longer wants their award. No supporting documentation is needed from
the school.

This should not be confused with the process for submitting corrections, which
make the student ineligible for a Cal Grant. The preferred method to submit these
change requests is using the WebGrants Grant Record Change screen. The
alternate option is to submit the paper G-21.

FAFSA or CADA — All corrections made to the federal FAFSA will be applied by
the federal processor and forwarded to the Commission via the student’s ISIR. All
corrections made to the CADA will be applied by the Commission. Early filing of
the FAFSA or CADA allows the maximum time to review and correct submitted
data corrections.

The Commission will process FAFSA and CADA corrections that are received
prior to the application deadlines (March 2 and September 2). Once a student
has been processed for an award, updates will not automatically be processed.

Once the award cycle has run, an applicant initially found ineligible for a High
School Entitlement or Community College Transfer Entitlement award, will be
reconsidered upon submission of new ISIR or Cal ISIR information. All financial
changes that make these students eligible for Cal Grant must be made and
reported by the Cal Grant qualifying institution financial aid office to either:

» The federal ISIR to the federal processor, OR
* Using the WebGrants Grant Record Change screen or paper G-21
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In contrast, once the award cycle has run, ineligible Competitive Cal Grant (A, B or C)
applicants will not be reconsidered for an award if the application data changes.

If an eligible student, in any program, becomes ineligible for Cal Grant after being
awarded (such as changes to family size, income/assets, budgets, financial aid offered)
the school must submit the new financial information to the Commission using the either
the Grand Record Change Screen in WG or the G-21. Once the G-21 form is processed
by the Commission, the resulting changes will be reported on the institution’s Grant
Roster.

The following chart breaks down, by program, if schools should submit financial
changes:

Entitlement Competitive Entitlement Competitive
Prior to Deadline |Prior to Deadline| After Deadline After deadline

Not Awarded —not

mpacting eligibility Y Y N N

Not Avyarde_d_— v v v N

mpacting eligible

A\.Ngr.d.ed- not impacting N N N N
eligibility

A\_Ngr_d_ed — impacting v v v v
eligibility
GPA -

GPA updates/corrections must be submitted by the school that submitted the initial
GPA. These adjustment requests must be submitted on school letterhead or from a
school email address and contain the following:

1. Student information (name, ID, etc.)

2. Explanation of the error

3. Correct GPA information

4. School official signature and contact information

If the GPA corrections are made prior to awarding, they will be used for the pertinent
award cycle. If these changes are made after the initial awarding cycle, they will be
considered for Entitlement students (until such time that the student is awarded) but will
not be considered for Competitive students.
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WG - Grant Record Change (G-21) Screen

Grant Record Changes

EM RAT Date of Birth:
SSN: Grant ID:
CSACID:

Educational Level (EL) Verification:
The above student's initial grant payment was or is to be made at this institution.

At the time of this grant payment the student's EL was | (2-Sophomore) verify without change

Dependency Status Override: My institution has determined that the student should be considered independent
for purposes of establishing federal and campus financial aid eligibility not otherwise gualifying as an independent
student. (Appropriate financial information must be provided below).

Dependency Status:

@ Dependent
Independent with dependents other than a spouse
Independent without dependents other than a spouse

Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) Formula Calculation:
Automatic Zero EFC Simplified Reqular

Number of Family Members: | (4)

EFC: I?I]lﬂ (5791)
Unmet Need: [52300  (53481)
Parents: Student (and Spouse):
Marital Status: I (Marrizd or Remarrizd) I (Single)

Total Income: I (73517) I [{8))]
Adjusted Net Worth (assets): |82I]IJIJ (0) | (0

Registered Domestic Partnership:
Parent = Student

Reason:

PLEASE REVIEW ISIR 02 WHICH HAS ACTUAL PARENT INVESTMENT VALUES. PARENT ASSETS ARE OVER THE
ASSET CEILING. PLEASE DECLINE CAL GRANT FOR THIS STUDENT.
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This chapter discusses the Cal Grant appeals processes for students and
schools.

Chapter Highlights

= Overview
= Appeals Reviewed by the Commission
= Institution Appeals
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Appeals

Overview

If a student is disqualified, denied, withdrawn, received less than the maximum amount of
the award eligibility or believes an administration error was committed by either the
Commission or the Institution, they may submit an appeal. Some appeals are directed to Information on How
the Commission, while others should be directed to the institution. All appeals should be to File an Appeal
sent within 12 months of the denial or withdrawal date or no later than the reconciliation
for that year, whichever comes first.

Cal Grant Appeals

F
Appeals Reviewed by the Commission —

The Commission annually receives thousands of appeals from students for various
reasons. Some appeals will be considered, while some cannot, due to statute or
regulations. However all appeals received will be reviewed. When reviewing appeals, the CEC69434

Commission considers the following: CEC 69434.5
CEC 69435.3

* Type of appeal

+ Deadlines

+ Statute (FAFSA/CADA & GPA filing dates, GPA appeal dates)

* Regulations

* Current policy

* Procedures

» Current practice (to ensure all appeal decisions are fairly and equitably made)
» Supporting documentation received with the appeal

Each appeal will be reviewed to ensure it meets criteria relevant to the appeal. Due to the
high number of applicants, Competitive appeals will be considered up until the
Competitive paid rate reaches 100%, after which appeals will no longer be reviewed.

Generally, students submit appeals to the Commission using the Cal Grant Appeal Form
(G-18) with supporting documentation or by submitting a letter with supporting
documentation. We do not accept appeals by email from students.

As stated on the G-18, the student must select one of the following requested actions and
indicate a reason for their appeal:

Action Reason
Additional Leave of Absence Medical
Award Reconsideration Natural Disaster
Reinstatement Death in Family
Third Year CC Reserve Reinstatement
Other Dream App Application Issue
Other
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12 - Appeals
Commission Appeals -

The following is a sample list of appeals the Commission receives from students
and institutions. For each category listed, there are numerous reasons a student
or institution submits appeals to the Commission, some examples are listed below:

+ Extension of CC Reserve (examples: the student was unable to register for
the classes needed at CCC in order to transfer to a BDGI in two years. The
other example is a student who was not able to transfer to a BDGI because
their program was impacted.)

* Leave of Absence Extension* (example: death in family)

* Failure to Return a Requested Form (example: G-6, G-8 or C supplement)

+ Late GPA

* GPA Corrections (example: if a student’'s GPA was submitted incomplete or
incorrect but timely, they have a ten day grace period to resubmit a corrected
GPA after the Commission notifies them by email or letter. The resubmitted
form must be postmarked within the 10 day time frame to be accepted.)

* Late FAFSA

* FAFSA Corrections

* No Prior Year Activity

« Transfer Entitlement (example: student did not transfer to BDGI the year
directly after attending a CCC)

« SAP

+ Competitive award withdrawn due to being unclaimed; an appeal will be
considered if submitted within twelve months of the withdraw date. Appeals
can be submitted for students who were unable to utilize their award in the
award year due to circumstances beyond their control. Appeals can be
submitted by either students or by schools on behalf of students. The process
of submitting an appeal is specific depending on whom is submitting the
request.

CCR 30023 (c) (d)

* Beginning with the 2015-16 year, a Leave of Absence request for a new Cal
Grant Competitive recipient will only be accepted from students. This type of
change will no longer be accepted from schools.
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12 - Appeals
Institution Appeals

Generally speaking, the institution works appeals that are related to the application,
some of which were discussed in Chapter 11, Application and Status Changes. Schools
should submit the following types of appeals or changes using the preferred method on
the WebGrants Grant Record Change screen. The other option is to submit this
change on the paper Grant Record Change Form for Schools (G-21):

* Income and Assets

*  Minimum Need

* Changes to Number in Household

* Dependency Status (Overrides and Changes)
* Special Circumstances

* Additional Expenses

* Education Level

* Residency

* Changes to Federal or Institutional Aid

Only report information if it will impact a student’s Cal Grant eligibility (making an eligible
student ineligible or making an ineligible student eligible.)

Income and Assets

Income and assets ceilings are set by statute in the California budget bill and are posted
on the Commission’s website. The Commission does not have the authority to revise or
override these ceilings.

Senate Bill 70

Minimum Need

Both new and renewal recipients must meet the same minimum need criteria as follows:
* Calculation to determine Financial Need (FN)
Cost of Attendance (COA)

Minus Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
Minimum Financial Need

* Minimum Award Need

New & Renewal Cal Grant A Maximum award (system wide fees) + 1500 = Minimum Need
New & Renewal Cal Grant B $700.00
New or Renewal Cal Grant C Maximum award (system wide fees) + 1500 = Minimum Need
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Changes to Number in Household

If an institution determines that the number of household was reported incorrectly
and it impacts the student’s award, they should update report this information to
the Commission.

Dependency Status

If there is a change in dependency status (dependent student should be
considered independent or an independent student should be considered
dependent) the institution must report this to the Commission.

Special Circumstances/Personal Hardship

CEC 69433.6 (a) Special circumstances related to the application data must be presented to the
campus for review. The Commission does not have professional judgement
authority to make changes to the application data.

Additional Expenses

If the school has made a professional judgement that impacts the student’s
eligibility, a G-21 must be submitted to the Commission. All G-21 information
submitted must be reviewed and approved by the institution.

Education Level (EL) or Used Eligibility

If an error was made when the EL was initially reported by an institution at the
time the first Cal Grant payment was made, which in turn reduced the student’s
Refer to IPA, Article program eligibility, the student must contact the institution where they received

WA their first Cal Grant payment. That institution must review their records to ensure
the education level was reported accurately and, if not, must send either a letter
on school letterhead or an email from a school email address, to the Commission,
stating the following:

1) Student’s identifying information

2) Description of error

3) EL reported in error

4) Correct EL at the time of first Cal Grant payment

CA Residency

To receive a Cal Grant, the student must be a California resident for at least one
year, unless AB540 eligible.
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Federal or Institutional Financial Aid

If, after a student’s federal or institutional aid is reduced or cancelled, and the student
becomes eligible for an Entitlement Cal Grant, the school may submit an appeal on
behalf of the student.

Withdrawn Competitive Award Reinstatement

A new section has been added to the Grant Record Change Form (G-21) to allow
institutions to submit appeals requesting reinstatement for their Competitive recipients
whose awards were withdrawn.

Grade Point Average Appeals

There are 2 categories for GPA appeals; late GPAs or corrections to GPAs submitted
on time. It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to ensure their grade point average or
test scores are reported timely and correctly. All GPA appeals received by the
Commission are reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

« Late GPA -

If the student had circumstances beyond their control that delayed or prevented the
submission of a GPA, they may appeal as follows:

= |nstitutions have 75 days after the March 2 deadline to submit an appeal for a
late Entitlement GPA. For appeals to be considered, they must be received by
the Commission before or on the deadline date.

= |nstitutions have 22 days after the March 2 or September 2 deadline to submit
an appeal for a late Competitive GPA. For appeals to be considered, they must
be received by the Commission before or on the deadline date.

 GPA Corrections —

= The Commission will accept corrections to Entittement GPAs throughout the
school year, as long as the initial GPA was received by the deadline.

=  The Commission will review corrections to Competitive GPAS on a case-by-case
basis.

An appeal may be filed by the student either by letter or by completing and submitting
the Cal Grant Appeal Form (G-18). If the school wants to submit an appeal, they must
submit either a signed letter, on school letterhead, or an email, from a school official, to
School Support detailing the student's information and the reason for the appeal.
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Chapter 13
The Grant Roster:
Disbursing and Adjusting
Student Payments

This chapter provides details about the Commission’s Cal Grant Roster, as well
as information regarding making and adjusting student payments.

Chapter Highlights

= Overview

= Roster Views

= Award Activation

= Payment Reporting Options
= Disbursing Tuition

= Attendance Status

= Codes

= Overawards

= Timelines
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The Grant Roster: Disbursing and Adjusting Student Payments

Overview

The term “Grant Roster” (roster) refers to the comprehensive list of a qualifying
institution’s Cal Grant recipients and their grant information for a particular academic
year. The roster is a working list that is the primary means of exchanging grant
information between the Commission and the institutions.

It is important to note that rosters cannot be used as confirmation of eligibility. It is
always the institution’s responsibility to ensure students meet all Cal Grant requirements
before disbursing a Cal Grant payment.

Due to the complexity of the roster, training is advised prior to using the roster’s update
features. Training on the use of WebGrants is available on the Commission training

page.

Cal Grant award amounts can be changed by the California State Budget each year.
Therefore, all Cal Grant awards created prior to the final state budget signing are
estimates. Final award amounts will be adjusted after the budget is signed if necessary.
Usually, by August the official award amounts have been determined and updated on
the roster.

Be aware that any estimated Cal Grant award amounts listed on California Aid
Reports (CARSs) or school award letters may differ from the final payment amount.

In the case of later legislation, which impacts award amounts after the final California
State Budget it passed, the Commission and schools must make appropriate
adjustments to ensure that students receive the appropriate award amount.

To facilitate early awarding, many institutions estimate student Cal Grant awards prior
to the confirmation of official award amounts. It is important to note that an institution
bears all responsibility for problems students encounter from school estimates that end
up not being correct. Any funds credited or paid to the student by a school prior to
budgetary authorization are done so at the school’s own risk.

Roster Views

The online display roster can be customized so that information is filtered based on the
needs of the viewer. By customizing the roster, the user can select which data elements
are displayed and the order of display. Customized roster filters are specific to user
account, so each user will create the customized roster filters he or she needs.
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Refer to the most
recent Grant
Operations Memos
for the maximum
annual awards
amounts for the
current year.

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

Award Activation

New awards for Cal Grant A and B begin eligibility for payment in the fall term of
the award year. Under no circumstances can any new Cal Grant award be paid for
periods of enroliment that begin prior to July 1 of the award year. New Cal Grant C
awards can be paid for Summer periods that begin July 1 or later of the award
year.

A Cal Grant award must be activated to actually establish the awardee as a
participant. Activation means that the Cal Grant recipient has taken all
necessary steps to establish his or her eligibility. Some examples of activation
include:

+  Satisfying outstanding requirements

+ Attendance at an eligible California institution

* Submission of a Leave of Absence for a valid reason*

*  Submission of an LH code by the school on the roster which is effectively the
same as a leave of absence code*

* An LA or LH code will hold an award for an otherwise eligible students.
Therefore, the school does have to verify eligibility prior to using one of these
codes. It is also important to mention that, as stated in statute, 69433.6 (a),
Renewal of Awards, "Commencing with the 2001-02 academic year, the total
number of years of eligibility for grants pursuant to this section shall be based on
the student's educational level in his or her course of study as designated by the
institution of attendance when the recipient initially receives payment for a grant."

In order to appear on a roster as a renewal recipient, all terms of the prior
academic year had to have been accounted for by the reporting of a
payment, leave of absence, less than half time or a not making satisfactory
academic progress transaction. The student may also have been on CC reserve
for the prior year.

Students who have not had their grant renewed due to a missing term
transaction from the prior year will appear on the Unable to Determine
Renewal Eligibility Date File. This data file is generated at least once per month
beginning in August and displays the terms that were not satisfied.
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Without activation, a student offered a Cal Grant award remains a non- participant
and will eventually have the award offer withdrawn. Withdrawal of the Cal Grant award
occurs when the conditions of the Cal Grant eligibility have not been met. The timing
of the activation information is not critical as long as the participant’s award has
not already been withdrawn for lack of response or proper notification to the
Commission. For example, a student may have attended and been eligible for payment
but the school did not pay the student timely, thus the Commission did not become
aware of the participant’s payment eligibility until payment was reported late in the
academic year.

Those students whose award has not been activated by the end of the academic
year will appear on the Unable to Determine report. If the student was in attendance,
the institution must verify eligibility and, if the student is eligible for payment, update the
Cal Grant roster accordingly. If no action is taken for a student on the Unable to
Determine report, their award will eventually be withdrawn and will appear on the
WebGrants “Withdrawn Student Report.”

Cal Grant qualifying institutions are required to establish and publish a policy that
informs students of their options regarding receipt of their Cal Grant B Access award
and, if applicable, Cal Grant C books and supplies. The terms and conditions must be
provided in writing to all Cal Grant participants. Although this situation may be
rare, if a student chooses to directly receive Cal Grant B Access award funds or Cal
Grant C books and supply payments, then the funds must be presented to the student.
An institution would not be required to return any funds credited to the student’s
account, prior to the student’s notification. Students have the right to rescind the
authorization at any time up to the date the fund transaction actually occurs.

Institutions may establish a policy to credit all Cal Grant funds to any outstanding
campus charges. However, the campus must notify or post their campus Cal Grant
payment policy and, if requested, allow student to directly receive their Access or
books and supplies funds, if they request them.

Payment Reporting Options

The roster allows campuses to report Cal Grant payments on a student-by-student
basis. WebGrants also accommodates batch processing of payments via standard
import and export record layouts. Campuses using roster batch processing usually
have programmed their Financial Aid Management system (FAM) to create the batch
for reports that are sent to the Commission. Likewise, data files from the
Commission are imported directly into the FAM system such as payment and
reconciliation confirmations.

Institutions are required to notify the Commission continuously during the
academic/award year of payments that are disbursed to students. Payments may be
either posted directly or uploaded to the Roster in WebGrants.
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Post payments directly to the Cal Grant Roster in WebGrants
+ Convenient for those last minute payments or adjustments
* Most transactions process in real-time.
« Commonly used by institutions with less than 100 students

Upload the full Cal Grant roster to WebGrants
» Makes it easy to report payments for hundreds or even thousands of students
» Use your Financial Aid Management system (FAM) to import and export Cal
Grant Roster data to the WebGrants system
» Grant Roster file specifications are available in the “Help” menu of Web
Grants.

Year Round or Non-Term Based Institutions that Disburse Funds three

times per Academic Year
Refer to the most

recent Grant
Operations Memos
for the maximum

annual awards
amounts for the To calculate the annual award amount:

Year round or non-term based institutions that pay three times per year are
considered trimester institutions.

current year.

1. Divide the regular annual award amount by two (to obtain the term award
amount)

2. Multiply the term award amount by 3 (to adjust for the additional term or pay
period)

Example of 12-Month Academic Year

An Independent college with a 12-month academic year that disburses funds to
recipients 3 times per year. The recipient’s regular annual award amount is
$9,084:

$9,084 + 2 = $4,542 (term payment amount) $4,542 x 3 = $13,626 (12 month
payment amount if the student attends fall/spring/summer.)

Year Round or Non Term Based Institutions that Disburse Funds Four Times per
Academic Year

Year round or non-term based institutions that pay four times per year calculate
the annual award in a similar manner. To calculate the annual award amount:

1. Divide the regular annual award amount by three (to obtain the term award

amount)
2. Multiply the term award amount by 4 (to adjust for the additional term or pay

period)
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Example:

A non-term based academic year that disburses funds to recipients 4 times per year.
The recipient’s regular annual award amount is $9,708.

$9,084 + 3 = $3,028 (regular term payment amount)
$3,028 x 4 = $12,112 (12 month payment amount)

Maximum Annual Award Amounts

The following table illustrates the maximum annual award amounts for the 2014-15
academic year. New Cal Grant award amounts may vary each year depending on the
level of funding provided in the annual state budget.

Annual award amounts may also vary depending on any changes in the tuition and fees
charged at the CSU and UC campuses.

Example of Award Amounts

Cal Grant A Cal Grant B Cal
Grant C
Tuition/Fees UC - $12,240 UC - $12,240
CSU — $5,472 CSU — $5,472* $2.462

Private — $9,084 Private — $9,084
For Profit - $4,000 | For Profit - $4,000
Access $1,648

Books and Supplies $547**

* Freshmen recipients are not eligible to receive the tuition and fees portion of the
Cal Grant B award, with the exception of the top 2% of the Entitlement Cal Grant B
recipients.

**Cal Grant C recipients attending a California Community College are not eligible to
receive the tuition and fees portion of the award.
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Payment Chart for Community Colleges

Books
Tuition and Fees Access and
Supplies
Cal Grant A |No No No
Cal Grant B |No Yes No
Cal Grant C |No No Yes

Payment Chart for Cal Grant Qualifying Institutions Other Than California
Community Colleges

Books and
Tuition and Fees Access )
Supplies
Cal Grant A Yes No No
2nd year & higher
students,
Cal Grant B .
Entitlement top
2% Yes No
Cal Grant C Yes No Yes

Non-Term Payment Periods

An institution new to the Cal Grant program will establish their terms in coordination
with Commission staff during the Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA) process.
All other schools will designate their selected payment terms annually on the College
Cost Estimate. Payments delivered to students will be based on attendance during
the selected pay periods. The College Cost Estimate is an annual requirement and
may be completed online on the WebGrants Cost Estimate page on the School Info
menu. All schools have the capability of selecting their own terms, commonly known
as “institutionally selected payment terms.” Institutional selected payment periods are
approximately three-month periods of time.

The Commission pays out Cal Grant funds to all schools based on a quarterly or
semester basis, including trimester schools.

Payment Terms

A traditional school’s selected payment terms would always include only 3 quarters
with optional summer quarters or 2 semesters with optional summer during a twelve-
month period. The chosen dates can include or exclude periods when school
happens to not be in session, such as during a Winter break or the Spring break.

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
111



13 — The Grant Roster: Disbursing and Adjusting Student Payments

Although a non-term based or non-traditional school does not have terms, the
school’'s Cal Grant payments must be spread out over the year with attendance
required during each payment period. Cal Grant funds will only be paid to a student who
is enrolled and in attendance for at least one half of an institutionally selected payment
period.

Disbursing Tuition

At some schools, the student’s tuition and fees will be fully due and payable at the
beginning of the student’s educational program. Cal Grant payments, however, will be
made over the length of the program on a term by term basis.

In order to determine how much tuition can be attributed to a particular payment
guarter, take the total tuition and fees for the program and divide them by the normal
number of months of the program. The amount calculated is used then to calculate
how much tuition/fee money the school can retain in the event the student leaves the
program prior to completing the program.

Tuition Example:

The maximum annual Cal Grant tuition award is $9,708. The institution disburses Cal Grants
quarterly (Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer). The maximum term tuition award is calculated as
$3,236 per quarter ($9,708 + 3 quarters). Student’s tuition charges for the AY equals $13,200.
The term tuition charges equals $3,300 (513,200 + 4). The student would be eligible for $12,944
if they attended full-time for the entire AY ($3,236 x 4):

Fall Winter Spring Summer Total
Tuition Charged $3,300 $3,300 $3,300 $3,300 $13,200
CG Tuition Allowed $3,236 $3,236 $3,236 $3,236 $12,944
Enrolled 3 months 3 months 3 months 3 months

VERIFY less than
half-time conditional
for graduating
seniors (last year and

If the student, withdraws after 2 months, the student is only eligible for $8,672 ($3,236 + $3,236
+52,200):

Fall Winter Spring Summer Total
Tuition Charged $3,300 $3,300 $2,200 $0 $8,800
CG Tuition Allowed $3,236 $3,236 $2,200 $0 $8,672
Enrolled 3 months 3 months 2 months 3 months

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1
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It must be noted that the disbursed amount of a Cal Grant tuition award in the Cal
Grant A, B, and C programs cannot exceed the amount of tuition charged to the
student per payment period/term. Cal Grant payments should be disbursed based on
the recipient’s enrollment status using the institution’s add/drop date, financial aid
census date, or its equivalent.

The Commission requires that schools have a written Cal Grant refund policy that
includes all Cal Grant programs and payment types (tuition/fees, access,
books/supplies). This policy should take into consideration and be in compliance
with any federal Title IV R2T4 requirements.

Under 8484B of the HEA (20 U.S.C. 81091b), if a recipient of Title IV grant or
loan assistance withdraws from an institution during a payment period or period of
enrollment in which the student began attendance, a participating institution must
determine the amount of grant and loan assistance to be returned to the Title IV
programs.

If it is determined by the institution that a recipient withdraws and a Cal Grant refund
is due to the Commission, refer to the payment adjustments section of this
Handbook.

All award and payment amounts are rounded to the nearest whole dollar amount
($.49 and under are rounded down and $.50 and over are rounded up). The final term
payment for the award year is adjusted either up or down to the nearest dollar to
ensure that the total term payment equals the annual award.

In instances where the maximum award amount is not evenly divisible by the
number of terms, the Commission determines the distribution of maximum term
award amounts.

Attendance Status

For each term the recipient receives a grant payment, the total program eligibility is
reduced. Students may use more or less than the 100% eligibility in a calendar year
based on their attendance status and number of terms in the institution’s academic
year. For example, a recipient attending half time at a semester campus will only
use 50% eligibility per year.

Eligibility Use Chart
9-month (2 semesters or 3 quarters) Term Based Institutions

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

Per
Attgtna?s 2 ° Sempeesrters QuZ?trers MEELIEIE

Year
Full-time 50.00% 33.33% 100.00%
¥ -time 37.50% 25.00% 75.00%
Half-time 25.00% 16.67% 50.00%
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Year Round (3 semesters or 4 quarters) or Non-term Based Institutions Article IV
R g Pl L P
Full Time 50.00% 150.00% 33.33% 133.30%
3/4 Time 37.50% 112.50% 25.00% 100.00%
Half Time 25.00% 75.00% 16.67% 67.00%

Full-Time Attendance

The amount presented on the roster by the Commission under each term (FL=fall,
WN=Winter, SP=Spring, or SU=Summer) is the amount the Commission expects the
school to disburse, unless it is determined by the school that an adjustment is necessary.
Review the total term award payment amount listed for the term to be paid. If the
recipient is eligible for the total term payment amount as listed on the roster, and no
payment adjustment is nhecessary.

Tuition and Fees —A recipient attending full-time at an independent college with a 3-
quarter academic year. The recipient’s annual award amount is $9,084. Example:
$9,084 + 3 = $3,028 per term (full time term payment amount)

Access Costs - A recipient attending full-time at a community college with a 2 semester
academic year. The recipient's annual award amount is $1,656. Example: $1,656 + 2
= $828 (full time fall term payment amount. Spring would be $828).

Less than Full-time Attendance

Follow these two simple steps:

Equally divide the recipient’s annual award amount by the number of terms in the
academic year to determine the full-time term payment amount. Example:

$547 + 3 = $182 (full-time term payment amount)

If the recipient is attending three quarter time, multiply the full-time term payment award
amount by .75 if the recipient is attending three quarter time or by .50 if the recipient is
attending half time. Example: $182 x .75 = $136 (three-quarter time term payment
amount)

Books and Supplies - Arecipient attends three-quarter time at a vocational school with a
3 quarter academic year. The recipient’s annual full-time award amount is $547.

Limited Eligibility

Divide the recipient’s remaining eligibility by the percentage of eligibility associated
with full-time enrollment status for the term.

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

114


http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2012-16_institutional_participation_agreement.pdf

13 — The Grant Roster: Disbursing and Adjusting Student Payments

Multiply the resulting ratio by the recipient’s prorated term award amount based on
attendance. Carry out all calculations to five decimal places to assure amount matches
the Commission calculated amount.

Example:

Access Costs - Arecipient with 16.67% remaining eligibility attends three- quarter time
at a community college with a 2 semester academic year. The recipient’s full time term
award amount is $828.

16.67% + 50% = .3334 (limited eligibility ratio)
$828 x .3334 = $276 (limited eligibility term payment amount)

Summer Term Disbursements

Summer payments are reported in the same manner as other terms. Please be aware
of the following when reporting payments:

First year Cal Grant A and B patrticipants become eligible for summer term payment only
beginning with the summer following their first year in the Cal Grant program.

First year Cal Grant C awardees can be paid in the summer prior to the fall term.
Students should be reminded that if they accept Cal Grant payments for attending a
summer term, those payments will reduce their remaining Cal Grant eligibility.

Therefore, the same care taken to assure that course units are degree applicable
applies to summer term units. Otherwise, the student may not have enough Cal Grant
eligibility remaining to carry them through graduation.

Codes

Payment Codes

Pay Code Description

PD Report maximum Term Amount only (Full-Time)

NA Recipient is not in attendance at this institution. Recipient will be moved to ‘Not in
Attendance’ section of the roster

YA Use to move student from ‘Not in Attendance’ section back to the ‘Eligible’ section of
the roster

sC Report a School Change. Recipient will be added to your institution’s roster.

IT Report that the student does NOT meet the Cal Grant Transfer Entitlement program

requirements. (Code will only appear on BDGI Cal Grant Rosters)
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SC codes - New Cal Grant recipients will only appear on the roster of the first California
institution listed on their FAFSA or Dream Act Application. Likewise, renewal recipients
will only be listed on one roster.

In instances where a Cal Grant recipient will be attending your institution, but they are
not listed on your institution’s roster, a school change must be entered either before, or
at the same time as the payment in order for the payment to update on WebGrants
correctly. Once the SC has been requested, the Commission will verify the recipient still
meets CG eligibility requirements at the new school.

To access your institution’s Display Roster Page on WebGrants, click on the Roster
link on the WebGrants Home Page, and then click the Display Roster link on the Roster
Main Page. Enter the payment code in the field shown below:

CSAC ID:

View History

500 | ) s s Pt | e Sl | £ SRAE e e e o
c c2 2 [ T 100.00% 100.00% EHGIBLE
Custom Codes 1 2 3 5
Fall Term Adj Reason Codes Pay Status Codes Delete Txn
Program  Award Annual Term Adj  Adj  Pay "‘f\‘;';‘;" Rec
Code Type Award A t A Ci Year Used Type
Totals $10371 §54236 [ V] 61844 2014
] TF  §9223 $4,612 V[ v GRT
B ACSS §$1648 824 vi[ V] GRT
Spring Term Adj Reason Codes Pay Status Codes Delete Txn
Program  Award Annual Term Adj Adj  Pay Annual '"X‘;’;‘:l& Rec
Code Type Award A t A R Code Need Year Used Type
Totals $10.871 $5435 [ V] 6184a 2014
TIF $9,223 $4,611 v vl GRT
B ACSS §1648  $824 vV GRT

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

Enter the data and click on save. If the entered data is valid, the change will save and
the updated field will become text.

Payment Adjustments

In some instances, students may not be eligible for a full-term payment. Some
examples are, if the student is enrolled part-time, the need amount has been
changed (which subsequently affects the payment) or the student has limited
eligibility for the term. You cannot modify payment activity for awards years that
have already passed final reconciliation.

If student is not eligible for the full term amount, the reported payment must be
adjusted.
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Example of a Payment Adjustment

John Smith was awarded a Cal Grant B. He was initially enrolled full time at a semester
campus and the institution reported his enrollment status in WebGrants on day 1 of term.

John drops from full time to half time on day 2 of the term (before census).
To adjust the award:

1. Adjust the enrollment status and tuition and fees payment amount on the WebGrants
roster from full time to the pro-rated half time amount.

2. Adjust the Access award amount on the WebGrants roster to the pro-rated half time
amount.

If John dropped from full time to half time any day after census, an adjustment would not
be required unless otherwise stated in the institution’s refund policy.

Posting an adjustment could increase the payment (if still less than the maximum) if a
recipient has a higher need than reflected on the roster. An adjustment code could
also decrease the payment if the recipient is attending less than full- time.
Institutions are required to provide adjustment reason codes when payment
adjustments are made.
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To adjust a payment on the roster, first you will need to enter the Adjustment Reason
code in the field indicated below:

CSAC ID: View History Record: 21
Housing Dep New / EL CSAC Remain Forecast Roster
S3N DOB GrantiD.  Cycle D Code ewal Code Budget EFC Elig Elig Section
C1 c2 R 4 srans weenr 100.00%  100.00% ELI%':SLE
Custom Codes 1 2 5
Fall Term Pay Status Codes Delete Txn
Program Award Annual Term Adj Adj Pay Annual mf\‘;'::t& Rec
Code Type Award Amount Amount Reason Code Need Yea Type
r Used
Totals $10371 $5436 v'l 61844 2014
B TF  §9223 $4612 I MV GRT
B ACSS $1648  $624| V[ v GRT Fefer o Clzpter &,
- < Renewing Cal Grants
Spring Term Adj Reason Codes Pay Status Codes Delete Txn
Pt and Chapter 11,
Program Award Annual Term Adj Adj Pay Annual Rec 4 ’
Code  Type Award Amount Amount Reason Code Need A3l Type Application and
Status Changes
Totals $10871 $5435 V| 61844 2014
B TF  $9223 $4611 vi[ v GRT
B ACSS §1648  §824| v v/ GRT

An adjustment reason code is required for each award type for which a school has
entered an adjusted payment amount. Conversely, an adjusted payment amount is
required for every adjustment reason code entered. If an appropriate adjustment reason
code is not entered, the transaction for the term will reject.

Next you will enter an adjusted payment amount as seen below.

Fall Term Pay Status Codes Delete Txn
Program Award Annual Term Annual miuss eet& Rec
Code Type Award A t A Nead Year Used Type
Totals  $1,473 $491 4384
B ACSS  §1473 5491 GRT
Winter Term Pay Status Codes Delete Txn
Program Award Annual Term LA Annual m;‘::;& Rec
Code Type Award Amount Amount LD Code  Nead Year Used Type
Totals  §1,473 5491 NP ~ 4334
NS
B ACSS $1,473 5401 OF v GRT
Spring Term Adi f 8:_' Codes Pay Status Codes Delete Txn
Program Award Annual Term Adj SR Pay Annual miuslsemt& Rec
Code Type Award Amount Amount TT Code  Need Year Used
TV
Totals §1,473 5491 sp v 4384
B ACSS 1,473 5491 Ilgll-l ] GRT
IG
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The following is a list of the Payment Adjustment Reason Codes with resulting actions:

Adj.
Reason Description Resulting Action
Code
FT Report full-time payment Uses eligibility.
T Report three-quarter time payment Uses eligibility.
HT Report half-time payment Uses eligibility.
SR * Report last payment for graduating After last payment posts, CG is withdrawn
senior immediately.
OF Recipient is full-time and receiving If amount = 0, does not use eligibility. If $
outside funding amount posts, uses eligibility.
oT Recipient is three -quarter time and If amount = 0, does not use eligibility. If S
receiving outside funding amount posts, uses eligibility.
OH Recipient if half-time and receiving If amount = 0, does not use eligibility. If S
outside funding amount posts, uses eligibility.
Recipi i L fA o
LA** ecipient is on a e.ave ° bse.nce Does not use eligibility.
from school and will be returning
Recipient is enrolled less than half-
LH time and is eligible for payment this Does not use eligibility.
term
Unable t t t at thi L
'na eto re.por payment at this Cal Grant is withdrawn at year end of
Fl time due to incomplete student .
status remains.
documents
Recipient is ineligible for Cal Grant (A,
IG B, or C) because of invalid program Cal Grant is withdrawn immediately.
length
Recipient is ineligible for Cal Grant
LD due to loan default/grant repayment | Cal Grant is withdrawn immediately.
program
TV Recipient IS. IS e R Cal Grant is withdrawn immediately.
Year Benefits
NP Recipient is not making Satisfactory After code used 3 consecutive times, CG
Academic Progress withdrawn.
Use t i I ted C
NS >€ 10 reverse previously reporte Does not use eligibility.
Cal Grant payment

*SR — For seniors who are on their final term of a baccalaureate degree program and are attending less
than full-time and still have remaining eligibility, the Commission will make a payment regardless of the
number of units the student enrolls in, even if the student is less than half-time.
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The payment will be the lesser of either tuition/fees charged by the
institution, the recipient’s tuition/fee term award, or the amount the recipient is
eligible to receive, based on the recipient’s limited remaining eligibility. For the
tuition/fees payment adjustment, indicate the adjustment reason code “SR” for
graduating seniors. Access grants for graduating seniors in a baccalaureate
program will be prorated based on the student’s actual attendance status.

**|_A - Only students who are otherwise eligible for a Cal Grant program award
may take a leave of absence. LA is limited to a maximum of four semesters,
or six quarters (200%). This maximum time is cumulative, not consecutive and
WebGrants tracks total leave time for the student and, upon exceeding the
maximum leave time, the student’s award offer is withdrawn. If the student is a
newly awarded Competitive recipient only the student is able to update their
school of attendance.

A student or institution may not request a leave of absence from the
program if the following conditions exist:

1. The student will be attending a college outside of California;

2. The student selected for an Entitlement Cal Grant will not be
graduating high school until spring of the next year (that is, they applied
a full year early). If the student graduates high school a semester
early, they may take one semester or one quarter of leave of absence.

3. The Cal Grant participant does not show sufficient financial need for
program participation;

4. The student is not making Satisfactory Academic Progress;

5. The student does not meet California residency, U.S. citizenship
requirements or AB 540 requirements.

6. The student does not meet any other program requirements (with the
exception of insufficient units).

***NP — Institutions should only report an NP code for students enrolled and
attending their campus. If a student is not attending your campus, you should
use the NA payment code.

If a recipient has more than one component to his or her award (i.e., tuition
and fees and Access or books and supplies) and one component is affected by a
payment adjustment and the other is not, enter the adjustment amount and
adjustment reason code for the affected one and complete the instructions
listed above for the maximum term award payment for the other component.

Several adjustment reasons require the school to enter $0 for the adjustment
amount. For example, the use of such adjustment reasons codes as LA, LH,
and NP. If adjusted amounts are left blank when using these codes, the
payment transaction will reject. WebGrants will not assume $0 if the field is left
blank. However, when you chose an NS code, the system will auto populate the
adjusted payment amount to $0.
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Overawards

Schools are responsible to ensure that Cal Grant recipients are not overawarded. The
total of the Cal Grant award and all other types of Estimated Financial Assistance (EFA)
may not exceed the student’s Cost of Attendance (COA) or budget less the calculated
Expected Family Contribution (EFC).

Some examples of EFA are Pell Grant, SEOG, Perkins, Direct and FFEL Loans, other
education loans, grants, tuition and fee waivers, scholarships, fellowships,
assistantships, and net earnings from need-based employment that will be received
during the award year.

If the institution becomes aware of an overaward, the institution must correct the
overaward by adjusting other financial assistance (excluding tuition waivers) offsetting
subsequent term payments within the same academic year, or, if necessary returning the
overage to the Commission. Furthermore, all overawards, regardless of the dollar
amount, must be resolved and no tolerance amount is allowed. Institutions must report
the overaward to the Commission through the “Grant Record Changes” screen on
WebGrants or by completing the Grant Record Change Form for Schools (G-21).

Timelines

Each Cal Grant rosters is academic year specific. The Commission will begin creating
rosters in the January preceding the award year. After the roster is created, institutions
can then view their roster through WebGrants or download the roster as a data file.
After any submitted transactions are processed by the Commission during weekly
processing, the results of accepted and reconciled transactions will appear on
WebGrants.

The following table illustrates when recipients will be added to the roster:

Type of Recipient Added to Roster

New A & B Entitlement Recipients As soon as they are awarded and
throughout the award year as
corrections are processed (no
earher than the January preceding
the award year)

New Competitive A & B Recipients for | Approximately mid-April*
March 2nd award cycle

Renewal A |, B, & C Recipients Approximately mid-June®

New Cal Grant C Recipients Approximately early August®

New Competitive A & B Recipients for | Approximately early October*
September 2nd award cycle

*The actual dates are dependent on Commission processing cycles and the signing date
of the year’s state budget.
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Weekend Processing

Online Training
Resources

After a final state budget is passed, but never prior to early August, the roster
will be available for payment update. Check the latest Operations Memos for
actual dates. Institutions may access Commission communication through
WebGrants on the WebGrants Help page.

The roster is continually updated throughout the award year on a weekly basis
as grant status information is reported to the Commission by the students
and by the institution. All roster updates entered by the institution or by the
Commission on behalf of the student or institution the previous week will be
processed by the Commission each weekend.

Reported transactions are either accepted or rejected through the weekend
processing. Accepted transactions are processed and reconciled and will
appear on the institution’s roster beginning the first day following the
weekend processing (usually the following Monday). Whereas rejected
transactions will not be processed and will appear on the Accept/ Reject report
with a description of why the transaction was rejected. Institutions should
review and correct these rejected transactions weekly. These accepted and
rejected transactions will be itemized on the weekly Accept/Reject report that is
created for institutions each week.

If weekend processing results in a total amount paid out to recipients being
greater than the amount advanced to the institution, the Commission will
generate a claim to the State Controller’s Office for the additional funds.
Records are not permanently updated until after the Commission’s weekly
processing cycle.

Monthly Processing

Processing of transactions reported for the Cal Grant programs occurs each
month in the Commission’s Grant Delivery System (GDS). The system job
takes approximately two days and is usually scheduled for the last weekend
of each month.

WebGrants transactions made prior to the start of these system jobs will be
included with that roster. This can even be minutes before the jobs are started.
Paper rosters sent to the Commission must be keyed into the GDS before the
month-end processing begins.

It is recommended that online transmissions of payment transactions be made
two days prior to the start of month-end processing. This is advised so that
any errors or problems that occur when submitting the updates can be
resolved.
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Deadlines

Institutions are encouraged to report each term’s payment transactions often

throughout the term but no later than the end of the term. Timely reporting of Online Training
Resources

transactions ensures timely advancement of funds and prevents fund offsets. However,
the deadline date to make payments to recipients is September 30 of the year following
the award year. For example, for the 2014-15 award year, the date would be
September 30, 2015.
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California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
Chapter 14
Payments to Schools and Adjustments

This chapter discusses the Commission’s advancement of funds to Cal Grant
qualifying institutions prior to the beginning of a payment period as well as the
supplemental payment process.

Chapter Highlights

= Overview

— Cal Grant Fund Advances

= Supplemental Payments

— EFT Application Process

= Interest Earned on Cal Grant Funds
= Summer Term Enroliment
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Overview

For most school terms, schools will receive a partial advance of funds to allow an initial
payment of eligible Cal Grant recipients. There are two types of payments a school may
receive: Term Advances and Supplemental Payments. Many schools will receive an
advance of funds at the start of each term. These funds are based on the prior year
reconciled payments for the same term and are a percentage of that amount. New
institutions, those who have not participated recently, or those with a provisional
participation status will not receive advances.

Cal Grant Fund Advances

The fall advance generally occurs in August. The initial fall advance is calculated based
on a percentage of the amount of Cal Grant payments that the school reconciled for the
fall term of the previous year. For example, for the 2014-15 fall term advance, the
Commission was able to advance 50% of the funds used by an institution for the fall
term of the 2013 school term. Recent California state cash flow issues limited the spring
2014-15 advance to 25% of the prior spring payments. As institutions work their rosters,
supplemental payments may be requested by institutions on a weekly basis or as
needed.

Term Advance Examples

» Fall Advance Example

At a 50% advance rate, if the institution reconciled $100,000 in Cal Grant payments for
the 2014-15 fall term, the fall term advance for the 2015-16 award year would be
$50,000.

The advanced amount for the subsequent terms of the award year are calculated in
the same manner. However, the advance amounts will vary based on the funds
available as determined by the State Controller’s Office.

Within the award year, if there are undisbursed funds from a prior term, the advance for
the next term will be reduced by the same amount.
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> Spring Advance Example

Spring advances (and winter for quarter schools) are different than fall
advances in that they are reduced by the amount of unused funds from the
prior term.

If a semester based school is advanced $100,000 for the Fall Advance, but
only has $80,000 in reconciled fall payments, the Spring Advance will be
reduced by the $20,000, which still remains from the fall Advance.

Institution Example Over an Academic Year

In the 2014/15 academic year, a college reconciled:

$150,000 in Fall 2014
$130,000 in Spring 2015

In August of 2015 (start of the 2015-16 AY), the institution is eligible for a Fall
Term Advance in the amount of $75,000 (50% of $150,000), however the
institution only disburses $70,000.

In January of 2016 (start of the Spring 2015-16 Semester), the Spring Term
Advance would be $32,500 (25% of $130,000) minus the $5,000 that was not
disbursed in fall equals $27,500 Spring Term Advance.

If the school does not disburse the full amount of fall advance, the spring
advance will be reduced by that amount.

Supplemental Payments

Atthe end of each week, the school’s grant account is reconciled with the
accepted payment transactions submitted during the week. Once the
reconciled payments exceed the advanced amount, supplemental payments
are initiated.

Institutions may receive supplemental disbursements within a week of any
advance by immediately reporting eligible payments in WebGrants. Funds will
be sent when payments have been reported that exceed the previous advances
and funds transmittals for that term.
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Unused Cal Grant Funds

If funds remain undisbursed at the end of the academic year, an invoice will be

generated by the Commission after final reconciliation requesting the return of those Refer to Chapter 16,
funds. Reconciliation

EFT Application Process

The Commission encourages schools to use electronic funds transfer (EFT) for delivery
of funds but each school may select the method of funds delivery that best meets their
needs.

The EFT application is part of the initial Institutional Participation Agreement so that
Cal Grant funds may be transferred directly from the State Controller’s Office to the
participating institution’s specified account. This information allows institutions to
receive advances electronically.

Once the Commission has received the EFT Application, a “pre-note” test will be
conducted to validate the bank routing and account numbers submitted. This test must
be satisfactorily completed prior to sending any Cal Grant funds to the institutions
bank account. The institution will be notified when the pre-note test is conducted.

Refer to Chapter 15,
WebGrants Reports
and Tools

Once the institution’s bank numbers have been verified, and Cal Grant funds are
scheduled to be electronically transferred to the institution’s bank, an email notice
from the Commission will be sent.

The email notice will indicate the dollar amount of funds scheduled to be issued
and the day you may expect funds to be deposited. As a convenience, the email
notice may be sent to multiple addresses.

The EFT account will be activated approximately one month after the Commission’s
receipt of the banking information. A paper warrant will be used for any Cal Grant
payments issued prior to the activation of the EFT account.

It is important that schools notify the Commission as soon as possible to update any
changes in EFT contact, bank or email information. You may email the Commission
regarding EFT transactions or to request information.
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14 - Payments to Schools and Adjustments

Interest Earned on Cal Grant Funds

As stated in the Institutional Participation Agreement, the account in which Cal
lReft?tr ttc,’ Chf‘pter 19, Grant funds are held must be an interest-bearing account or an investment
e account at a financial Institution with a presence in California whose accounts are
Verification . . .

insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

Responsibilities

Insiiiiane] Annual interest earned on Cal Grant funds constitute State funds and must be
Participation remitted to the Commission on behalf of the State no later than March 1 following
Agreement the calendar year for which the interest accrued (e.g. March 1, 2012, for calendar
year 2011).

Institutions shall calculate interest on Cal Grant funds in the same manner used by
its financial institution or investment pool. If a negative balance exists as a result of
the Institution paying recipients in excess of the Cal Grant funds available for
disbursement, the Institution shall not adjust or otherwise offset its Institutional
expenses against interest earned on Cal Grant funds.

No bank fees, unearned interest on Institutional funds (i.e. “negative interest”), or
other cost shall be deducted nor offset against the interest earned by the advance
of State funds for the Cal Grant Programs.

Summer Term Enroliment

Two categories of summer enrollment exist: mandatory and discretionary.

Mandatory Summer Term refers to programs that require summer term
attendance in additional to all other terms. Schools with mandatory summer
terms will use the College Cost Estimate to indicate this fact. The rosters for
mandatory summer schools are already set up to automatically accept
summer term payments entered by the school. Summer term payment is
reported the same way as any other term.

If a school has a discretionary summer term, no payment must be reported for
this term but a student has the option to use his or her Cal Grant during a
summer term. Students who choose this option will use additional eligibility
during the extra term.

The rosters for mandatory summer schools are already set up to
automatically accept summer term payments entered by the school. Summer
term payment is reported the same way as any other term.
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California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
Chapter 15
WebGrants

WebGrants (WG) is the Commission’s internet-based data system. This
chapter provides an introduction to the WebGrants system. Additionally this
chapter discusses the Commission’s WebGrants reports, which are generated
as a resource for institutions.

Chapter Highlights

Overview
Institution Screens
Student Screens
Reports

Tools

Help

R R
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WebGrants

Overview

WebGrants (WG) is the Commission’s internet-based access for high schools and
colleges. On WG, some of the information schools have access to:

WebGrants training is
available online

e Their institution’s information
e Student Cal Grant information
e Reports

e Tools

e Help

WG - Sample of Institution Screens

Below you will find examples of the WG screens that schools can access.

> WG — User Account Information

Please contact your School's System Administrator if you need access to additional screens.

Portal Menu Account Information
WebGrants View Your Account Details
Table Edit Help With Your Account
User Administration
CA Dream Act
SB 70

> WG - Account Details

Keep vour personal info up-to-date (phone number, email address)
Change your password if necessary,
View who [at your campus) is vour System Administrator(s)

hocomnt Sammary Tor Justia WaSkine Help Wilh Four Aroouni

diddreanyaaionsicrac ca g

i T

putsr Gk hists b ) gn-pal

[Scresn Accews Ling

Ennsimsiil - read

Lipiaad Encolimesnk - wrils

bl LS00 St - wiile

Aad Enrplirani - wrile

Dislaleiaw Enrslianl - witle
Enroirmagr Diata breguiry - Drrlails - raad

I niralirmsnl Crls inguiry - Load Sorvmiary - insd

| Contact ik
[T R RN CuifTiad comiacn info:
TN yiad S Swied LTEY )

BOE InbiiniaG Of s Dol Sile BT00

Rancho Cordows CA §SET0

kit Day Paone: 1184540825 Edl
398 3 [Pt i Subsysl
Fax Humbss;
| School Accass Lint

— AREIIRE - CSAC HE GPA SECURITY

ool Adminlialors

FpmE Srhagad ID Py Blumitesd
 —
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15 - WebGrants

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

> WG — School Information Menu

School Info Menu

Demographics

Contact Information

Cost Estimate

Transaction Status

Txn Status Workload Management Report
Search

» WG - Institution Demographics

Changes to institution demographics can be entered on this screen. The
Comments field can be used for additional information (like an extension on the
phone number). Please remember to press the 'Submit Changes' button once
update has been made.

RIVERSIDE CITY COLLEGE Segment 02 - COMMUNITY COLLEGE -
Address 1: * Contract Date: 09/01/1978
Address 2: 4300 MAGNOLIA AVE Phone: (951 )222 - 8000
City: RWERSIDE Source of Change: CSAC
State: CA Zip: 92506 - 1299 Comments:

School Inactive Flag: |

Submit Changes

Previous Data Source of Change Change Date Comments
RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Previous Data

4800 MAGNOLIA AVE. CSAC 02-JUN-11
RIVERSIDE, CA 92506-1299
(951)222-8000

RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

4800 MAGNOLIA AVE. CSAC 28-1UL-05
RIVERSIDE, CA 92506-1299
(951)222-8700

RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

4800 MAGNOLIA AVE. CSAC 28-1UL-05
RIVERSIDE, CA 92506-1299
(909)222-8700

RIVERSIDE CITY COLLEGE

4800 MAGNOLIA AVE. 10-NOV-03
RIVERSIDE, CA 92506-1299
(909)222-8700
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15 - WebGrants

> WG — Contact Information

It is very important to keep contact information updated in WebGrants. This is how the
Commission knows who to contact when there are questions. Please update contact
information as soon as possible, and use the Comments field to add extensions for the
phone numbers. Whenever possible, please list direct numbers for institution staff.

There are specific contact fields for:
Fiscal Officer, Financial Aid Officer, Chafee Program Coordinator, National Guard
EAAP Program Coordinator, Registrar, and EFT Coordinator.

The comment field can also be used to indicate alternate phone numbers or alternate
contacts for any of these positions.

CHAFEE PROGRAM COORDINATOR
o DIR, ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS
OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID Phone: 805 — 922 — 6966
800 S. COLLEGE DR. E-Mail:

SANTA MARIA, CA. 93454 -8399

Comment:

Last Changed By: SA01 Change Date: 09/19/2011
CHAFEE PROGRAM COORDINATOR
First Name™ * Phone™ 805 — 922 — 6366
Middle Initial: E-Mail*:

*

Last Name™:
Title*: CHAFEE PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Address 1*  OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID
Address 2:  800S.COLLEGEDR
City*:  SANTAMARIA
State*: CA Zip Code*: 93454 — 6399

Comments:

Maximum of 500 Characters allowed. Current count:

Save ” Cancel
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15 - WebGrants

> WG- College Cost Estimate

The College Cost Estimate is updated in January for the following academic
year. The cost estimate is used to determine need in the awarding process,
therefore the cost estimate must be updated prior to beginning the awarding
cycle. Once awarding begins, cost estimates cannot be updated.

2014-2015  2013-2014

Title IV School ID#

Program/Course Length

#of Months/Clock

Hours/ Credit Hours Manths -
Required Attendance During Academic Year

Number of Terms Per 2 Semesters + 2 Semesters

Year
Term Start Dates
Fall 08/23/2014 08/24/2013
Winter
Spring 011712015 01/18/2014
Summer 06/08/2015 06/01/2014
Tuition
Amount S0 50
Fees

Fee Type/Amount 5
Fee Type/Amount 5
Fee Type/Amount 5
Fee Type/Amount 3

Total
Amount $1104 51,104

Expense Amounts Indicate below the cost of attendance minus tuition and fees already indicated
above.

On Campus Amount 517318 517,145
Off Campus Amount 517318 317,145
With Parents Amount $ 10684 $10,503

Five Year Academic Programs

Other

High School Grad.
Date Verification Opt ) Yes @ No Y
Out

Cohort Default Rate (CDR) / Graduation Rate - threshold in parentheses

School Eligibility Eligible Eligible
Student Loan Rate 9 (40%) 7
CDR Rate 30.3 (15.5%) 275
Graduation Rate 22.2 (30%) 21

Source of Change
Status 01/06/2014 Completed

Accept Remove Pending Transaction | Reset
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15 - WebGrants

WG - Sample of Student Screens

Below you will find examples of WG screens that contain student information.

» WG - Student Award Summary Screen
This screen reflects the student’s current award status and award history.

Student Award Summary

" All data columns can be sorted either ascending or descending order.
% Click on the blue column headings to change the sort order of the data_
“ Additional information can be viewed by moving your mouse over certain data fields.

o -

MEG RIGHT SSN:

CSACID:

Grant ID:
Home Phone: Date of Birth:
Cell Phone: WGS Account: Inactive
E-Mail: Third Party Access: NONE

Academic Program Application Award SAt‘;:Jg Award Cycle School P/E C/E CcC
Year = Name Status  Status . " Amount 1D ID Reason Reason Reserve

2013-2014 B F-E CMPL E_'\I‘G 06/15/2013| 41,473 C1 |00123200 Y

2012-2013 B F-E CMPL EL’}‘G 07/30/2012| 41,473 C1 |00123200 Y

2011-2012 A F-E CMPL BI;I‘ESQ 08/25/2011 30| C1 |0D0123200(4 ¥
AUTO

2011-2012 B F-E CMPL ACC 07/29/2011| $1,551| C1 |D0123200 ¥
COMM

2011-2012 C F-E CMPL WTH 08/25/2011 30| C1 |00123200|74 ¥

2010-2011 A P/E DISQ g’;I‘EjQ 04/23/2010 C1 |00123200(4 ¥

2010-2011 B P/E DISQ B’;EQ 04/23/2010 C1 |00123200(4 ¥

2010-2011 C P/E DISQ E’;I‘ESQ 04/23/2010 C1 |00123200(74 ¥
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15 - WebGrants

> WG - Student Award Detail Screen

This screen provides details regarding a student's award consideration

JAM HARR

Dependency Status: DEPENDENT ~ Cycle ID: C2 SSN:
Parents Total Income: 434513  Parents’ Marital Status: UNMARRIED CSAC ID:
Parents Net Worth: 552 Parents' Family Size: 2 Grant ID:

Registered Domestic Partner: No  Family in College: 1 Edu Level (EL): 2
Year Entered Program: 2008 ISIR Ref: 01 Date: 02/12/2008 L Verification:

NEW
Cal Grant A Cal Grant B
School ID/Program Code 00123200 00| 00123200 00|
Segment
Semester/Quarter SEMESTER) SEMESTER]
Score 139
Score Detalil CALASCORES | | cALBSCORES |
2.81 / Community| 2.81 / Community]
GPA/Type College GPA| College GPA
Attendance Status FULL] FULLJ
Housing Code 2 - OFF CAMPUS| 2 - OFF CAMPUS)
Remaining Program Eligibility 200.00%| 200.00%|
Award Status SCORE BELOW CUTOFH FINANCIALLY INELIG
Budget Amount/Duration $23,322 /9 $16,188 / 9|
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 32,159 32,159
Other Aid 30 30
Veterans Benefits 30 20
Unmet Need
Total Award Amount $7,126 $1,551
Tuition/Fees 37,126 30
Access/Books&Supplies 30 31,551
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15 - WebGrants

» WG - Student History Screen

This screen reflects the history of payments and other transactions like school changes
and leaves of absence.

Student History

Academic year selection will display all payments prior to and including the year
selected.

Data can be sorted by Academic Year, Term or Date.
Click on the blue column headings to change the sort order of the data.

Acad Year — [EEEERRd Txn Type — GOL 2

JAM HARR

SSIN: Cwycle ID: C1 TAMNF Eligible: Y

CSAC ID: Program Code: B Remaining Eligibility: 83 35

Grant ID: TCP/Syr: Avward Status: 70

& . 00 fi il i Eap & 2 H (] il A ] ] &0
i i Fand A & e H

B| T/F 021799452012 FL Y [3.074] RP [33.33 10112/2012| PAY

B |ACCS|02179945/2012| FL 491 | RP [33.33 10/1272012| PAY

B| T/F [02179945(2012] WHN Y |3.074] RP |33.33 017252013 PAY

B |ACCS|021T79945(2012] WN 491 | RP |33.33 0172572013 PAY

B | T/F [02179945{2012) 5P RA |16.67|1,537| HT (047252013 PAY

B [ACCS|02179045{2012| SP RA |16.67| 246 | HT [04725/2013 PAY

B | T/F [02179945(2011] FL 3.236| RP |33 33 0172002012 PAY

B [ACCS|02179945(2011] FL 517 | RP |33.33 0172002012 PAY

B| T/F [02179945/2011] WN 3.236| RP |33 33 02/03/2012) PAY

B [ACCS|02179945(2011] WN 917 | RP |33.33 02032012 PAY

B| T/F |02179945(2011] SP 3.236| RP 133.33 07/06/2012) PAY

B JACCS|02179945(2011| SP 517 | RP [33.33 07062012 PAY

B| T/F |02179945(2011]| SU 3.236| RP |33.33 072712012 PAY

B JACCS|02179945(2011] SU 517 | RP [33.33 072712012 PAY
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15 - WebGrants

> WG - Dream Act ISIR Search Screen

This screen is found in the Dream Act Application section of WebGrants and
allows access to Dream Applications. An application can be looked up using the
Dream ID or by providing certain student information to search by. Only
applications for students who have listed your school on the application will be
available to you.

Dream Act ISIR Search

Student Search

Search by:
* Pseudo SSM
« Partial first name with minimum 3 characters
Partial last name with minimum 2 characters
Date of Birth and partial first or last name or both
Email address before the @ with minimum 3 characters
Partial school name or city with minimum 3 characters

Academic Year: 2014-2015 -
Pseudo SSN/SSN:
Student's first name:
Student's last name:

Student's DOB: / /

Email Address:

Student's School Name/City:
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15 - WebGrants

> WG - Dream Act ISIR Search Results

This is an example of what could appear on the screen when searching for Jose Ga.

Dream Act ISIR Search
ecord 0 Search Results age: 10f 2
Email Address
sorpoao | Name . o User ID Transaction Number
EFC Transaction Received Date
GAETA, JOSE TEAEHETD A@GMAIL COM 02/25/2014 Comrect
000012345 | 34 WE AVENUE 2020240 2 ¥ Confirmation View
FRESNO, CA 93702 ) 02/25/2014 Cal SAR report
GALEANA, JOSE A e ——_—. NA@GMAIL COM 02/19/2014 Correct
000012345 29 BO AVE 2070576 2 Y Confirmation View
SAN DIEGO, CA. 92113 ) 02/19/2014 Cal SAR Report
GALICIA, JOSE M D EO@GMAIL.COM 02/28/2014 Comrect
000012345 |14 5TH AVE 2075927 1 Y Confirmation View
SAN DIEGO, CA. 92101 0 02/28/2014 Cal SAR report
GALINDO, JOSE P 011251900 NBA@YAHOO.COM 01/26/2014 Gorrect
000012345 14 BEACH BLVD 2013876 1 Y Confirmation View
COMPTON, CA 90221 1856 01/26/2014 Cal SAR Report
GALINDO, JOSE A AT 122@YAHOO.COM 02/03/2014 Comeet
000012345 |11 TORY BLVD 2055489 2 Y Confirmation View
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91606 0 02/03/2014 Cal SAR report
GALLARDO, JOSE A I ——_— 444@GMAIL COM 02/04/2014 Correct
000012345 90 SIA BLVD 2063101 2 Y Confirmation View
BELLFLOWER, CA 90706 ) 02/04/2014 Cal SAR Report
GALVAN, JOSE E N23@YAHOO.COM
000012345 |21 MERY AVE. ALY 2031364 1
HAYWARD, CA 94541 03/12/2014
GALVAN, JOSE M ., EL@YAHOO.COM 02/18/2014 Correct
000012245 21 TAST 2006116 1 Y Confirmation View
LOS ANGELES, CA. 90031 ) 02/18/2014 Cal SAR Report
GALVEZ HERNANDEZ, JOSE N o AN@HOTMAIL COM
000012345 |15 REA WAY 2008814 1
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903 01/10/2014
GAMINO, JOSE A 01/35/1900 O24@MAIL FRESNOSTATE.EDU 02/27/2014 Correct
000012345 29 NST. 2027383 Y Confirmation View
FIREBAUGH, CA 93622 0 02/27/2014 Cal SAR Report
GARAY, JOSE A — 517@YAHOO.COM 01/26/2014 Correct
000012345 |45 TON AVE 2063369 4 Y Confirmation View
LANCASTER, CA. 93535 0 02/18/2014 Cal SAR report
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15 - WebGrants

WG Reports

The Commission generates a variety of reports to assist colleges in managing their Cal Grant programs.

Below is a list of reports frequently accessed by institutions.

> Accept / Reject Report

This is a weekly report that provides status of payments and adjustments reported in the prior week. The
report is divided into Rejected Transactions (if applicable) and Accepted Transactions. Best Practice is to

review this report at the beginning of each week to identify any situations which require further action.

T sk - o CALIFCRNIA STUSERY ALD COMISsIcM

[ & Eee o] At 1
AOCXFT/REIITT REMST A TATE: lavaesa9id
MADEXIC TEAR 2442 [ s SRS FRLRERT)
RZJICICD ITCII0ON COLIIICO « ALIAN SANCOCY COCIXSE
CRATT I0¢ e o " mocTsy & o - rar
LASTENT sy Xew I DATE Coge O 4 STATUS
ooelalL: i L [« L ™ ”
€708 FAY TYFE ACC: STROOL BAS ALBEADY NP
24 v < ’ 2% ) " ., ”
L 1 .
bt & A vawatal C ) 2 : : A | ™.8 it
o ALBEALY MIFORTED FavORT
o
piepe S
BATCE - FADEETS REJECTIES: [ RMOONT REJTITIO: a.e0¢
anim - FANENTY REJRCTED ANOUET REJTIYESH
TAEIRD - FAVMEYTY CO@TIED ANOTET ORPIRED:
>
LNRNAG2 - 0L e coFr) CGALIPCRSTA STITENT AID COMassios Az 3
ACETI/RENICT REaE: BOW GAIR: 1073073010
ADDDC Y 01 R TDE: 2285
ACTEFTID XCTIoR SRA31107 » ALLAK MANCOOK COLLESE - @
T e 13 o » ocEes el A5 \ @ < (18]
LSTRx FIRST e 3 xl‘ﬁ! (= .(@’ 1 49 a ONT AR STAIDS
=7 o
v a0 L 1Y ) n e N
s 2 0 0 = n bl N "
L L »n Q AT n M0 W
L] 3 0 [} i n e
L 4 L 0 P =4 n Rl M-} 3]
L 4 L Q9 A n 6.0 134
e ¢ Bl n 298,00 114
2 ’ 4 A 148 "Me.0 "
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15 - WebGrants

» Award Status Extract Report

This reports is generated only after an institution uploads an award status extract file. Two reports are
created in response to the request: Awarded and Not-Awarded. Awarded shows those students from the
file who have been awarded a Cal Grant and gives details of that award. Not-Awarded is simply a list of
SSNs which do not belong to a Cal Grant recipient.

1

19870000NE1400000000

1648

(00000000 LAST FIRST B13840T/F 12192 ACSS
00000000 LAST FIRST 19920000RE1100000000 A 9223T/F 9223
00000000 LAST FIRST 19930000NE1400000000 3 5472
00000000 LAST FIRST 19870000NE1400000000 B 12192 ACSS 1648
00000000 LAST FIRST 19920000NE1400 0 el 12192
00000000 LAST FIRST 0 : 12192
00000000 LAST FIRST 00 B13840T/F 12192 ACSS 1648
00000000 LAST RST @ 0000000 A 9084T/F 9084
00000000 LAST 9920000NE1400000000 B13840T/F 12192 ACSS 1648
00000000 LAST 19870000RE1300000000 A
00000000 LAST FIRST 19870000NE1400000000 B 7120T/F 5472 ACSS 1648
00000000 LAST FIRST 19920000NE1400000000 Al12192T/F 12192
00000000 No record found in roster data file
00000000 No record found in roster data file
00000000 No record found in roster dat 3
00000000 No record found in 1
00000000 No record f und@ @ a file
00000000 No rec % r8ster data file
00000000 }m d in roster data file
0 cord found in roster data file
No record found in roster data file
000000 No record found in roster data file
00000000 No record found in roster data file
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15 - WebGrants

> calC Supplement Recipient Report

Shows the name and address of all students who were found potentially eligible for the Cal Grant C, and
lists whether or not the C Supplement Form has been completed by the student. This report is generated

after the Commission processes the Competitive Cal Grant Award cycle, which occurs in the spring.

CAL C SUPPLEMENT RECIPIENT REPORT
ACADEMIC YEAR 2014

FULLERTON COLLEGE - 001201 08/15/2014
SSN Last First MI  Address City State Zip Code CSupp Form
00000000 ORO ED 320 VERMONT AVENUE ANAHEIM Ch 928 N
00000000 VAZQUEZ KEVIN 2432 CLIFHURST ST ROWLAND HEIGHTS Ca 928 Y
00000000 RAMOS FERNANDA 445 ARIEL PARK DRIVE ANRHEIM ca 828 Y
00000000 MENDEZ JORGE 438 RASKIN DRIVE ROWLAND HEIGHTS Ca 917 N
00000000 RAMIREZ PETER 31 FIRST AVE LA HABRA ca 906 Y
00000000 CARRILLO AL 533 WEST ST PALM SPRINGS CA 828 Y
00000000 SANTIAGO ANIEE 3030 JACKSON AVE YORBA LINDA ca 928 N
00000000 PANH JESS 13 MARIE DRIVE FULLERTON Ch 328 N
00000000 TRAN ANNE 1 EAST OLIVE AVE ANRHEIM G 928 N
00000000 MARIN CHRIS 322 WEATLH WAY APT A La HASRA ca 928 N
00000000 SANCHEZ FRANK 41 SUNRISE DR PALM SPRINGS CA 922 N
00000000 JAM DON 20 S BAY WAY YORBA LINDA ca 928 N
00000000 HUY DAN 162 BAKER AVE LA HABRA CA 928 N
00000000 VAL REY 130 VALENCIA AVE FULLERTON Ca 928 N
00000000 ESTRADARHERNANDEZ RLEJANDRA 309 COMMON ST FULLERION CA 928 N
00000000 TUAN FAY 250 BROCK AVE ANAHEIM CA s2¢8 N

» E2 Verification (EL) Report

This report lists students at your institution who have been awarded a Transfer Entitlement Award (E2) and
require verification of E2 eligibility. This report is only created for Bachelor Degree Granting Institutions.

BHTHOS

Q0000000
00000000
00000000
Q0000000
Q0000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
Q0000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
Q0000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
Q0000000
00000000
00000000
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2014
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2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014

00131200
00131200
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00131200
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00131200
00131200
00131200
00131200
00131200
00131200
00131200
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LAST
LAST
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LAST
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FIRST
FIRST
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FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIERST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST

E1400000
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E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
E1400000
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15 — WebGrants

» Education Level Verification Report

This report lists students whose grant is on hold awaiting education level (EL) verification. EL must be
verified prior to posting the first payment on a new award because EL is used to determine how many

years of Cal Grant the student can receive.

Because community colleges are not currently required to verify EL, often a four year school will verify EL

for a student who has already received payments at a community college. Please keep in mind that
when determining EL for a transfer student only degree applicable units are counted in the EL

calculation.

ELTNOS 00131200UNIV OF CA - BEREELEY 30janls

00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 198700008 2 Not vet paid,verification required

00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 199200008 2 Mot vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 199300008 2 Mot vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 198700004 2 Mot vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 2 LAST  FIRST 199200001 2 Mot vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 198700004 2 Mot vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 199200008 2 Not yet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST  19870000% 2 Not yet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 199200008 & Paid,verification required

00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST  19870000B 2 Mot vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 198700008 2 Not vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE
00000000 2014 00131200 3 LAST  FIRST 199200008 2 Not vet paid,verification required NOT IN ATTENDANCE

> Education Level Verification Accept/Reject Report

This report provides feedback after an institution submits an EL Verification Report. There is a rejected
section, which details the reason the record was rejected and an accepted section.

pre———
SABELAR

ACCEPTED SECTION

SSN NBR ZL Cope

BATCH DATE: 01/23/201S

——
CALITORNIA STUDENT AID COMAISSION TR
EL VERIFICATION ACCEPT REJECT REFORT

ACADEMIC YEAR 2014 RUN TIME: i8:41

RON DATE: 01/23/2015
44

|
£ —— SN e ———
CALITORNTA BTUDEL. 1D comissron TROET

EL VERIFICATION ACCEPT REJECT REFOR RUN DATE: 08/22/20
ACADEMIC ngu @ ﬁ@@ RUN TIME: 18:i8:

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1
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15 - WebGrants

> Grant Roster Report

The Grant Roster report file contains the same information as the online Display Roster, but in a txt

format that can be downloaded and manipulated as desired. Specifications for this file can be found in

the WG Help menu.

A B C D E F G H | J K L N N 0 P

Transaction Action  Section Grant ID Grant 1D  Social Social Program Program Depeadency New-Renew
1 Code Flag Indicator Number Flag Number  Security  Security Flag Last Name First Name Middle Initial Date of Birth Code  Code Flag Status Indicator  El Code
2 GPPR 1 En 000000000 A £1 D R 2
3 GPPR 1 E "t00060000 A £1 0 R 1
4 GPPR 1 E1 900000000 A £1 D R 2
5 GPPR 1 EN 000000000 B £2 D R 3
6 GPPR 1 N 900000000 A 3 D R 1
7 GPPR 1 EN 900000000 B €1 0 R 3
8 GPPR 1 Ef 100000000 A £1 D R 1
9 GPPR 1 Ef "b0000000 A £1 D R 3
10 GPPR 1 37 900000000 A E1 D N 1
AB
El Code Housing CSAC Budget EFC Adjusted Remaining Forcasted  Annual Award Annual TuitionFee Annual Access Annual Books &  Fall Total Fall Tuition/
El Code Flag Code  Amount Amount Need Need Eligibility  AY Eligibili Amount Amount Supplies Amount Amount Fee Amount
$28.929 :
1 " $33,802 $0 §33.802 233.35% 100.00% $12,192 §12.192 S0 SO S405400 408400
2 " $33,802 $0 §32.342 133.35% 100.00% $12.192 $12.192 S0 SO S405400 408400
3 % $28.929 $0 §26.9T1 3335% 100.00% $13.840 $12.192 $1648 SO $461300  S4.064.00
1 " $§33.802 $0 §31.600 400.00% 100.00% $12.192 $12.192 50 S0 $0.00 $0.00
3 3 §25,737 $0 §25,737 13.H% 100.00% $13.840 $12.192 §1648 SO S461300 S840
1 " $33 802 $0 $30.641 23335% 100.00% §12,192 §12.192 S0 SO S406400 S408400
3 " $33,602 $0 §33 802 100.03% 100.00% $12.192 $12.192 S0 SO S406400  $4.084.00
1 " $33.802 $0 §33.802 " 333 H% 100.00% $12.192 $12.192 $0 SO $4.05400 S4.08400

> Grant Roster Upload Summary Report

This report only shows whether or not the uploaded records have met the required file specifications.
Evaluation of the Grant Roster Transactions will be reflected on the Accept/Reject the next week.

AHTHOS 00131200UNIV OF CA - BEREELEY 24junl4

00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 & 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 & 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 L 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 & 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 & 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 A 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
00000000 2014 00131200 LAST FIRST E1400000 B 1 200
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15 - WebGrants

> Monthly Payment Activity Report

This report is run weekly and provides a summary of an institution’s payment activity between the

Commission and the institution and also gives Year-To-Date total for all money reconciled.

"1 BABRHEAL = ©

CALITORELR BTTRENT ALD CoHHMIASToH

TATHEFT AETIVITY BEIFGRT

RCARDEHIC TEAR 2011
L1190 ALLAN MANOUCE CIGLES

TRIE Fa1 &
MR DAGE  R1AIMaRkd
IR TORED 2300

WIT RTIVITY s DIENRED T0 IRITITUTION TATHIFT TRARIRCTIOHET BALANTE
22311 TRLL ROWANRCE 141, #3309 141, ¥33.09
[¥a2¥=11 FALL REDOBCILED FATMINT TRAMIACTION b 141, #3309
=031l TRLL RIDONCILED FATMINT TRARAARCTIOHE D 141, #3300
13=07=11 TRLL RIDONCILID FATMINT TRARIACTIOHE D.I 141; £33.0
1]=2B8=11 TALL RIDOBCILID PREMINT TRARARCTIONT 180 ML =1LE; £330
10=20=11 BECOHCILED FAYMENT TO [RSTITUTLION 110 #9304 D.0d
1la0d=11 TRLL RIDONCILID FATMINT TRARIACTIOHE T4 = T4 [
1l--11 BECIHTILED FAYMENT T3 [RITITUTLON T4 . [=] bul=]
11-1E-11 FRLL REDOHCILED FAYMINT TRARARCTIOHE 1, ¥.0d =1, 3.0
11-1E=11 RECOHCILED FAYMENT TO [RSTITUTLION 1, ¥i.0] b.0d
TOTAL FIWDS CISBTRIED / TOTAL FROENTY L R FL M HI 4.
YELE-TE-SATE RETIVITY
TALL WINTIE ";"”"1 VHHE R TTTAL
ERT/T 3. 058 . b= BB ‘] i
=0 ] 5,58 . 6 b, el b8
[= e iR, 402 B 3,30 .58 . I iR, 46380
CRTOTAL LTIV [ R b B0 . IhN, 0800
= ] b B 1 3.8 0 = b B
=5 1] ¥, THI B 1. 308 0, B &, T B
SETATAE i, 950 .58 y, Gel b8 5,48 i, 93 .58
armir 3.0 o, B VB . .08
”TL .................. -..,;..,-.__ .................... .___ .................... .. .................... ...........................
ORAND TOTAL 183, 874,08
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15 - WebGrants

» School Change Upload Report

This report is generated when a School Change data file is uploaded and provides a list of rejected
transactions and a summary of records uploaded and rejected.

SABCSCT CALIFORNIA STUDENT AID COMMISSION PAGE: s
BATCH DATE: 06/20/2014 SCHOOL CHANGE DATA FILE UPLOAD REPORT RUN DATE: 06/20/2014
ACADENIC YEAR 2014 RUN TIME: 17:38:05

100131300 - UNIV OF CA - DAVIS

Q0000000 FL Student is not present in the roster

00000000 FL Invalid SSN @
00000000 FL Student 13 not present in the roster

00000000 FL Student is not present in the roster S@

00000000 FL Invalid SSN

00000000 FL Invalid SSN

00000000 FL Student is not p:eoent

00000000 FL Invalid SSN

00000000 FL Student is no scer

00000000 FL Student i3 not V roster

00000000 ¥FL There are no record in qxant appn.catxon table for this S5N

00000000 FL Student is not present in the roster

00000000 FL This Enticlement Transfer record is on-hold awaiting the retvurn of the (G6) Transfer Entitlement Cal Grant

iICercificacion form. Once the information 13 verified the record will be xeleased for school change by Commission staff.

Record Counts t@
LAY

Number of records read..ccscsssssssscssannsassassnesas

Nunber of records coanverted to ocbcol change :n ...... 1213
Number of records that could not be conv !ur zusnc:aou 168
Number of blank records,..... “dtesrssatrsennaas 1

*4* END OF REPORT *=*
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15 - WebGrants

» Student Overlap Report

This report provides a list of Cal Grant awardees who have qualified for multiple Cal Grant programs.

The institution will help to determine which of the awards is best for the student prior to the first payment.
Only one award may be accepted.

2014

00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
Q0000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
Q0000000

00131300

FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST
FIRST

UNIV OF CA - DAVIS

LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST
LAST

19940000E2N3B
19930000E2N3B
19920000E2H3E
19910000E2N3B
19920000E2N3B
19930000E2NZE
19940000E2N3B
19920000E2H3B
19910000E2HN3E
19930000E2N3B
19920000E2N3B
19930000E2N2B
19920000E2H3B
19900000E2N3B
19930000E2N3B
19950000E2N2B
19930000E2N3B
19880000E2N3B
19890000E2N3B
19950000E1HM1A
19960000E1N1A
199¢0000E1N1A
19960000E1N1A
19930000E2N3B
19950000E1N1A
19910000E2N3B
19960000E1N1A
199c0000E1N1A
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15 - WebGrants

» Unclaimed Awards Report

This report can be generated periodically between October of the award year and the final reconciliation for
that year.

Cal Grant recipients who had no payments reported during the selected academic year at any of the
institutions listed on the student’s FAFSA application.

ucar—2013-00131300-05decl4.txt CALIFCRNIZ STUDENT AID COMMISSION PAGE: 1

BATCH DATE: 12/05/2014 UHCLATMED AWARDS FOR UNIV OF CA — DAVIS (00131300) RUN DATE: 12/06/2014
LCARDEMIC YEAR 2013 RUN TIME: 09:27:09

55H LAST FIRST M BIRTH CYCLE PROG NEW/ CURRENT LOAR ADDRESS

H&ME HAME T DATE ID CCDE REN SCHOOL

00000000 00/00/1995 E1 n o)

Q0000000 00/00/1995 E1 B N k4

00000000 00/00/1995 E1l B N k4

00000000 o00/00/1995 E1l B N k4

00000000 00/00/19395 E1 B N k4

00000000 00/00/19395 E1 B N k4

00000000 00/00/1994 E1l B N k4

00000000 00/00/19395 E1l B N k4

00000000 00/00/1995 E1l I H

00000000 00/00/1995 E1l B H k4

00000000 00/00/1995 E1 B N k4 k4

00000000 00/00/1995 E1 n o)

> Customizing Roster Views

Depending on your needs, Cal Grant qualifying institutions may find it useful to view rosters by customizing
the data displayed. This WebGrants function allows institutions to save time by creating rosters that meet
specific criteria. The customized view can include or exclude certain data elements, as well as modify the
filtering and sorting of records. For example, you could customize your roster to identity your school’s
unpaid records, display student records missing high school graduation verification, to list all Dream Act
students and much more.
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15 - WebGrants

WebGrants Tools

California Student aAld Commissian (sarap)
WebGrants System

Togls Help Sign (e

t Walcoma!
sows Tothe CSAC

Plesss contact your Schools &

Thetr Bast lime you logged s b this spsiem sas: D30000F 083144 am
Humber ol Talled smempis since your e bagin: D

mm Administrator if you need access to additicnal scresns.
Account Information

/

WebGrants Wiy Yiaur SCooun] Detgils
Tabla Edil Hade WLh o BALopius]
Usar Adminisiration

Frvacy Folicy

Conkack Ly

Tool

Description

Roster Data File Compare

Provides comparisons between a previous roster data
and the current file

Excel Grant Roster Templates
(various templates for different Excel versions)

Formats roster data files into a MS Excel
spreadsheet

Excel Reconciliation Templates
(various templates for different Excel versions)

Formats reconciliation data files into a MS Excel
spreadsheet

Excel EL Verification Templates
(various templates for different Excel versions)

Formats EL Verification data files in a MS Excel
spreadsheet

Excel Unclaimed Awards Templates
(various templates for different Excel versions)

Formats Unclaimed Awards data files into a MS Excel
spreadsheet

Excel GPA Templates (various
templates for different Excel versions)

Formats GPA data files into a MS Excel
spreadsheet

Excel Non-SSN GPA (various templates for
different Excel versions)

Formats Non-SSN SPG data files into a MS Excel
spreadsheet

2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16 Cal
ISIR Tool (2015-16 templates comes in
Excel version 2010 and 2013)

The Cal ISIR tools are used to open and view Cal
ISIRs in a friendly format.
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15 - WebGrants

WG - Help Menu

California Student Aid Commission (sarrD) Tools Help Sign Out
WebGrants System

- Welcome! SA3JXW The last time you logged on to this system was: 03/30/2012 09:31:44 am
v, Tothe CSAC Portal Menu Number of failed attempts since your last login: 0

Please contact your School's System Administrator if you need access to additional screens.

Portal Menu Account Information
WebGrants View Your Account Details
Table Edit Help With Your Account

User Administration

Privacy Policy Contact Us

F VeriSign
Trusted

VERIFY b

On the WG Help Menu you will find assistance with:

General Information such as a list of adjustment reason codes, how to change passwords, and help with
your account.

Publications includes Operations Memos, Special Alerts.

User Guides are available for many screens and processes used in interactions with WebGrants. The user
guides provide colleges with all types of information about WG, including how to log on, information on
various screens, data transfer, Transfer Entitlement, reports and much, much more!

Training Materials about the Chafee program, enroliment files, education level verification and the award
status extract process.

File Specifications are available for the various files uploaded to and download from WebGrants. These
specs detail the field names, the field description, the field lengths, the positions and other important
information.

Security includes information on secure data transfers and IPA Information Security Training as well as
access forms.
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Chapter 16
Fiscal Administration

This chapter discusses the reconciliation process, steps to follow and online
tools available to assist institutions with the reconciliation process.

Chapter Highlights

= Overview

= Fiscal Administration Basics

= Five Easy Steps to Accurate Reconciliation
= Reconciliation Tools
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Fiscal Administration

Overview

Reconciliation is the process of comparing the transactions reported by the school with
transactions accepted and reconciled by the Commission. Reconciliation verifies that
all Cal Grant funds have been disbursed to each student in the correct amounts and NN
that all payments have been properly reported to the Commission in accordance with IPA Article Il
the Institutional Participation Agreement. Reconciliation is not complete until the IPA Article IV D
school’s records match the Commission’s records exactly and is an ongoing process CEC 69432.8
throughout the year, not just an end-of the-year function. CCR 30032
SAM7900 et seq.
The Commission requires that the Cal Grant qualifying institution have a written
reconciliation policy detailing the procedures for reconciliation and disbursement. The
Commission requires both payment period reconciliation and final reconciliation.

The confirmation and verification of Cal Grant student payment eligibility and the
accurate reporting of that eligibility by schools to the Commission is an important
process and requirement in the Cal Grant payment process.

Accurate reporting of that eligibility by schools to the Commission is key in the Cal Grant
payment and reconciliation process. Accurate and on-time reporting of payment ensures SRR LN

that schools are delivered sufficient funds to pay their Cal Grant students. Institutional
Participation

The Cal Grant Program payment cycle requires schools to verify a student’s eligibility Agreement (IPA), and

before the release of Cal Grant awards and the subsequent reporting of payments and [RSUERICECY

adjustments. Institutional

Responsibilities

The Commission’s WebGrants system offers an automated process to report
transactions through the use of online reports and rosters. The confirmation and
verification of Cal Grant student payment eligibility and the accurate reporting of that
eligibility by schools to the Commission is an important process and requirement in
the Cal Grant payment process.
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16 — Fiscal Administration

A successful reconciliation process requires all offices that award, disburse or
receive Cal Grants working together. Examples of institutional offices include
Financial Aid, Registrar, Bursar and Accounting. Coordination between offices is
essential to ensure that student records are consistent and that all systems are
in balance.

/4

¢t Communication sy

FISCAL Financial Aid
(Inst. Business Office) Office

Reconciliation Basics

Reconciliation Time Line

Description Month
Award Year August - July
Last Month for Reports™ August
Last Month for Payments™ September
Correction Period* October - November
Final Reconciliation* December
Invoices Sent for Excess Funds January (following year)
Beginning of Penalty Letters February (following year)
* For Prior Academic Year (example: 2014/15 award year, reconciled by
December 2015 or invoices sent and penalties accessed)
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16 - Fiscal Administration

Good Practices

The following is a list of good practices for schools to follow to ensure an efficient and
accurate reconciliation process:

* The institution must establish a separate accounting ledger for Cal Grant funds.

* The institution must have documented procedures for transferring information
between the Commission’s database and the institution’s data- base.

» Each institution must develop a system of accounting for Cal Grant funds. The
reported attendance status and payment amount for each student must be the
same on the Commission’s records as it is on the institution’s records.

* When adjusting payments on either the school’s system or in WebGrants, the
institution must ensure that a corresponding adjustment is made to the other. For
example, if a student drops from full-time to half-time and his/her Cal Grant payment
is adjusted; the adjustment must be reported to the Commission and also entered
into the institution’s database.

* The Institution agrees to reconcile Cal Grant expenditures for each award year on a
student-by-student basis.

* The Institution certifies that it has paid each student an amount that reconciles to
the Commission’s records for both Cal Grant funds expended and student
attendance.

* The total number of transactions and the total dollar amounts included in the
summary should match the institution’s records.

Common Payment Errors

The Reject Reasons Table, included in the Appendix, helps institutions resolve
rejected transactions, including:

* No transaction was reported for the initial fall term
* Student was already paid at another institution

» Student not in an eligible award status

» Payment exceeded prorated amount

Both sections of the report are produced regardless of whether or not the institution
reported transactions during the previous month.

Year End Reconciliation Process

The Cal Grant participation agreement requires schools to make all disbursements for
the year no later than September 30 following the award year. (e.g., the deadline to
make payments for the 2013-14 award year was September 30, 2014.)

The Commission expects schools to also report all payment transactions for the year by
that date, but preferably much earlier. To resolve any subsequent payment transaction
problems, Commission staff is available to work with financial aid administrators to help
complete October through December processing and to assist schools with the
reconciliation process.
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16 — Fiscal Administration

IPA, Article Ill, D (A =
B

2/11/2016 — Version 2.1

Return of Excess Funds

In January, following the award year, institutions that owe funds as a result of
the Commission’s final reconciliation will be sent an invoice. Payment of any
invoice is due to the Commission within thirty (30) days of the invoice date.
However, the Commission encourages institutions to return unused Cal Grant
funds as soon as you have fully reconciled your Cal Grant account.

If your institution has a pending Cal Grant disbursement or has a zero balance,
an invoice will not be mailed.

Accounting for Funds Received by the Institution

Institution Grant funds are delivered to a campus via Electronic Funds
Transfer, or EFT. Some schools will receive paper warrants.

Every week the Commission the Monthly Payment Activity report is produced
during the weekly reconciliation process. This report provides a campus with a
weekly accounting of the Cal Grant payments reported to the Commission and
the payments sent to the campus from the Controller’s Office. It is the first step in
performing a reconciliation of Cal Grant funds.

Campuses are responsible for verifying whether the funds reported as sent to the
campus were actually received and accounted for on campus ledgers. This action
is one that should be performed regularly, and not be left until the end of a term.

The office that is in control of the account to which Cal Grant funds are
delivered should be asked to confirm receipt of all EFT disbursements sent to
the school.

Interest Bearing Account Requirements

As stated in the Institutional Participation Agreement (IPA), “The account in which
Cal Grant funds are held must be an interest-bearing account or an investment
account at a financial institution with a presence in California whose accounts are
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). Additionally,
“Annual interest earned on Cal Grant Funds constitute State funds and must be
remitted to the Commission on behalf of the State no later than March 1 following
the calendar year for which the interest accrued.

Calculating Interest

In accordance with the IPA, the institution must calculate interest on Cal Grant
funds in the same manner used by its financial institution or investment pool.
For additional information about an institution’s fiduciary responsibility, click on
the IPA link located on the left side of this page.
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16 — Fiscal Administration

Interest Remittance Form

The updated interest remission form is available on our main home page
Institutions should send excess funds to:

Management Services Division
California Student Aid Commission
Fiscal and Administrative Services Branch
P.O. Box 419026
Rancho Cordova, CA 95741-9026

Five Steps to Accurate Reconciliation

1. Accounting for funds received by the institution

2. Verifying accuracy of disbursement amounts for each student

3. Ensuring payment transactions and student statuses are reported to the
Commission correctly

4. Verifying that actual disbursements match payments reported to the Commission

5. Ensuring that any remaining funds are returned to the Commission after Final
Reconciliation

Step 1: Account for Funds Received

The first step to successfully managing Cal Grant funds is ensuring that the cash
management procedures are followed Institutions should:

*  Check with your Business Office for funds received
* Check your Payment Activity Report for funds received

Important payment information schools should know are:

* Reconciled payments (RP) or reconciled adjustments (RA) are checked on a weekly
basis.

» The Commission processes payments at the end of each week. All payment
transactions, including school changes, submitted during the week are processed.

» Each week a new Monthly Payment Report is created, which triggers the Roster and
Reconciliation screens on WebGrants to update. Additionally, a summary of all
transactions for each institution is produced as a result of this weekly cycle. This
summary is called the Accept/Reject report and is discussed later in this chapter
under Step 4.

* When an institution has disbursed all Cal Grant funds, the following occurs:

» The California State Controller’'s Office SCO is automatically contacted
= Additional funds are sent via EFT or warrant to the institution
= The next Payment Activity Report shows the supplemental payments made
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16 — Fiscal Administration

Step 2: Verifying Accuracy of Student Disbursement Amounts

To ensure accuracy of payment amounts disbursed:

* Report changes to that affect the eligibility for new and renewal students

» Adjust payments for attendance status (half time or HT and Three quarter-time (TT)
»  Watch for limited eligibility situations where a payment is prorated

In addition, all RP/RAs are deduced from the running Cal Grant cash balance for each institution.

Step 3: Ensuring Payment Transactions and Student Statuses are Reported Correctly to the
Commission

Here are some common reporting errors:
* Reporting a transaction for a student who is not in attendance at your school

* Reporting a transaction or making a school change for a student when the record is set on the wrong
year

School ID = [ Aced Year = BRYRNY Month ={Y] -

(O A 2015.2016 I venType-CE ©
1 2014-2015

2013-2014

Privacy | 2012-2013 it 2000-2014, California Student Aid Commission Contact Us
12011-2012

12010-2011
\/ Norton 2009-2010

Symantec

» Users must make sure to select the correct academic year when using any WebGrants screen.
* Reporting the wrong dollar amount disbursed to part-time students
 Using incorrect adjustment reason codes
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Step 4: Verifying that the Actual Disbursements Match Payments Reported to the Commission

> Example of when the number of students is different:
Payments Reported to CSAC

Payments Disbursed to Students
For month of February 2012 For month of February 2012
Jim Ortto $775 Jim Otto $775
Shane Lechler $4.416 Shane Lechler 34416
Rich Gannon $775 Rich Gannon $775
Tim Brown $5.191 Tim Brown $775

Marcus Allen $4 416 Marcus Allen $4.416

Gene Upshaw $4.416

_ |
Total Total < $15,573

> Example of when the total amounts reported are not matching:

Payments Reported to CSAC
For month of February 2012

Payments Disbursed to Students
For month of February 2012

Jim Otro $775 Jim Otto $775
Shane Lechler $4.416 Shane Lechler $4.416
Rich Gannon $775 Rich Gannon $775

Tim Brown $5,191 Tim Brown $775
Marcus Allen $4.416 Marcu

Gene Upshaw $4,416 Gene Upshaw $4.4‘|2/
Total $19.989 Total $15,573

> Example of a correct reconciliation:

Payments Reported to CSAC
For month of February 2012

Payments Disbursed to Students
For month of February 2012

Jim Otto $775 Jim Otto $775
Shane Lechler $4416 Shane Lechler %4416
Rich Rich Gannon $775

Tim Brown $5,191 Tim Brown — 35,191
Marcus Allen $4.416 Marcus Allen $4.416

Gene Upshaw $4416 Gene Upshaw $4416
Total $19,989 Total $19,989
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> Create a Summary Report

In WebGrants, select roster/Reconciliation. Under the reconciliation list, select Display Reconciliation. Use
the screen examples shown below to create a Summary Report.

Display Reconciliation

[

Select either Report or Data file from Display Type. For Report, selecting Detail will
produce student level information; Summary will provide totals. You may select
either or both of the Report boxes.

Reports will display in a text file format. They can be printed using your Web
browser.

Data Files will display in a text file format and may be saved to your computer. The
Tools Menu contains a program that will format the data file using Excel.

If you are using Netscape, select the Display/Download link to view. Then use your
browser Save option to download.

Display Type: Detail Report [ Summary Report ¥ Detail Data [

T ] EER (00131300 LRV 2014-2015 - B0 E e CSAC Standard Reconciliatio

Basic Report Filter for CSAC Standard Format Only

The purpose aof this secondary filter is to provide schools with a basic reconciliation tool. After viewing
the Reconciliation Summary and identifving arveas of discrepancy, schools can use the filter options
below to obtain student level data for each summary subtotal.

L Select the combination of Term, Program Code and Award Type that matches the subtotal
or total you are trying to verify. ( For more complex filters, use the Customize feature.)

Basic Report Filter: Term v Program Code  ~ Award Type - @;J
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» Select the Summary Report:

FILTER CRITERIA : PAY STAT CODE 1IN ('RA','RP','RA','AP') AND TERM (FL,WHN,SP,SU)
INFORMATION FOR TERMS NOT SELECTED WILL DISPLAY AS BLANKS
FLLL WINTER SPRING TOTAL

L T/F 21,562,647.00 21,112,303.00 20,547,056.00 63,222,006.00
E T/F 8,6861,966.00 8,226,543.00 7,877,858.00 24,766,367.00
B ACC 1,124,881.00 1,079,980.00 1,027,2585.00 3,232,156.00
E TOTAL 3,786,847.00 9,306,523.00 2,205,153.00 .00 27,998,523.00
C T/F 1,728.00 1,728.00 1,728.00 5,184.00
C BSS 384.00 384.00 384.00 1,152.00
C TOTAL 2,112.00 2,112.00 2,112.00 .00 6,336.00
TOTAL 31,351,606.00 30,420,938.00 29,454,321.00 00
GRAND TOTAL 91,226,865.00
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16 — Fiscal Administration

FILTER CRITERIA : PAY STAT CODE IN ('RA','RP','AR','AP') BND TERM (FL,WN,SP,SU)
INFORMATION FOR TERMS NOT SELECTED WILL DISPLAY AS BLANKS

FALL SPRING SUMMER TOTAL
A T/F 4,552.00 2,427.00 0.00 6,979.00
B I/F 25,484.00 i 13,349.00 €9,171.00
e ———

3 ACC 4,069.00 2,134.00 11,0428
B TOTAL (23,553.00 0.00 15,483.00 80,218.00

CT/F 0.00
C B/S 0.00
C TOTAL 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 34,105.00 0.00 37,609.00 15,483.00
87,197.00

Accounting Report
201.4'15 Cal Grant Accounting Report
Disbursements 2014-15 Cal Grant B Accounting Report
Disbursements 2014-15 Cal Grant B
Cal Grant A; $ 6,979 Spring Disbursements
Fall; $20 553
Cal Grant B: $70,443 f ' .
Juition & Fees:  $30,338
Total: 86 422 Spring: 34,407
otal- $86, Access: i 4,069
Total: £79,433
Total: $34,407

This example displays the Commission reconciliation from WebGrants above the institution’s accounting
report as follows:

1. The first Accounting Report example shows the spring disbursement is inaccurate at $4069. This
amount should be $4844.

2. The second Accounting Report example shows the fall disbursement is correct and the spring
disbursement is incorrect. The spring disbursement amount should be $35,182.

3. The third Account Report example shows the Cal Grant B disbursement amount of $79,443 is
incorrect. The report shows a discrepancy of $775 and the total should be $80,218.

To find the discrepancy, you can create a detailed reconciliation report which displays student-by-student
data.
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» Create a Detailed Report

In WebGrants, select Roster/Reconciliation. Under the reconciliation list, select Display Reconciliation. Use
the following screen examples to create a Detailed Report.

Display Tvpe: Detail Report ¥ Summary Report [C] Detail Data [

e L LR (0131300 LRV 2014-2015 ~ BThnE e CSAC Standard Reconciliation -

Basic Report Filter for CSAC Standard Format Only

The purpose of this secondary filter is to provide schools with a basic reconciliation tool. After viewing
the Reconciliation Summary and identifving areas of discrepancy, schools can use the filter options
below to obtain student level data for each summary subtotal.

v Select the combination of Term, Program Code and Award Type that matches the subtotal
or total you are trying to verify. ( For more complex filters, use the Customize feature.)

Basic Report Filter: Term Spring ~ Program Code B » Award Type Access - lGo
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> Select Detailed Report:

I
50111100 - ALLAN HANGOCE GOLLEGE - Accounting Report
2014-15 Cal Grant B
FILTER CRITERTA : FAY STAT CODE IN (['RA®,"RF",'AR*,'AF*) AND , 3
SCORT CRITERTA 1 559 ASCENDING , TERM ASCENDING , AWARD TYFE Spring Disbursements
CRTES FHOWH IR THIS BRIFCRT ARE INH MMDIDYY TORMAT
LAST HAME FIRST HMAMF ADJ DISE RMT ELIO CHEATE PAY
{10 Char) RSN OSED DATE  DATE pDDhr W $388
RooR WIRHIE T. W 00) 25.00 03aiia 03agae
Lightvear, B 581
LIGHTIERR BOZZ T
McQueen, L 388
HEQUEEH LIGHTEWING HT 3‘!!' 25,00 033127 03233
White, S 581
WHIIE FHOW T 21 7RIl -
HOTEE MICEEY w
TOOCH DOHALD 7Ta] S0.00 033313 03E31d
HCOOD RCEIN KT
JMITH JOHW
CHRE.ISTOFHER

The example above displays the Commission reconciliation from WebGrants to the left and the institution’s
accounting report on the right.

Checking the Accounting Report against the Detailed Report shows that student Clarissa Nida’'s payment
of $775 does not show up on the Accounting Report.

To determine if your transactions were successful, you should check the Accept/Reject Report.

Accept/Reject Report

The Accept/Reject report shows payment transactions submitted through a data file, keyed directly into
WebGrants or entered by the Commission. It represents weekly activity and is not cumulative. This report
is available on WebGrants in both a data file and a report format. When working this report, institutions
should regularly check the Rejected Section for transactions that were not accepted and should review
reject reasons and make the appropriate corrections.
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This report is divided into two sections:

1. The Accepted section lists transactions that were successfully submitted and
have been accepted.

2. The Rejected section contains a list of transactions that rejected during the
payment processing cycle. The reject reason is indicated on the report, along
with the transaction details.

Step 5: Ensure Remaining Funds are Returned to the Commission After
Final Reconciliation

Closing out the award year is done in December following the award year. For
example, for 2013-14, the close out date was December 2014.

All Cal Grant Roster payment adjustments and corrections should be done
prior to September 30 following the award year. For example for the award
year 2014-15, the due date for adjustments and corrections is September 2015.

Excess funds must be returned to CSAC and:
* May not be applied to any other student, and
* May not be carried over to the next award year.

The Commission sends out invoices to institutions in January. These invoices
are due within 30 days. Any dispute over an invoice is not reviewed until payment
in full is made.

Best Practice When Returning Funds:

1. Do not send refunds to the Commission when the award year is still open.
2. Additional Reasons NOT to send a refund check:

» Sending a refund check early in the award year creates confusion and may
throw off your institution’s Cal Grant balance.

+ Sending a refund check may incur an extra cost to the institution.

* In most cases, the Commission may return any check sent during an
open yeatr.

* The Commission accounting unit may have to send a refund check back to
the institution and may incur an extra cost.

» Attach proper documentation to any Cal Grant refunds to ensure funds are
correctly applied.

3. Make the necessary adjustment on WebGrants while the award year is still
open
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Reconciliation Tools

Reconciliation Tools, found on WebGrants under the Tools menu, enable institutions to
track and view:

e Students who are on leave
e Students who have been withdrawn

The basic steps for the Excel Reconciliation Tool are:

1. Save Recon Data File

2. Save Recon Tool to Desktop CEC 69432.8
3. Open Data File with tool CCR 30032
4. Use Excel to Sort records IPA, Article IV, C.

In addition, WebGrants has Excel templates that can be used to format reports. This
includes filtering and sorting for:

e Education Level

* Unclaimed Awards

e On Leave

*  Withdrawn

+ Pay Stat Code

* Award Type

New/ Renewal Students
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Monthly Payment Activity Report

This valuable report shows the date, activity, funds disbursed to the institution, the payment transaction
and the balance.

If an asterisk (*) appears on the Monthly Payment Activity Report, it means that the reconciled payments
are not yet payable.

Monthly Payment Activity Report (MPA)

OATZ RCTIVITY FIEDS DIGEVREED TC INETITOIION  PEYMENT TRANEACTIOWE BALERCE
{925 -0E FRLL RLVANCE L7,454.00 17,454.00
Lialfe0F  FRLL RECONCILED FRIMENT TRRIGACTICN: 35,527.00 -18,273.00
14-1%-0F ALNTER RECMCLILEL PATMENT THAHSALT1UNE M, 71N -hd 941,00
lad-1%-0¢ RECCHCILED ZAIMENT TO IMETITUTION ad, i4t.00 .
-10-0% SUNMER RECOHCILED PATWENT TRANSRCTIONS al%.00 5171
- 1008 RECCHCILED ZATMENT TS IMETTTUTION 5Lr. EICO 0.0z
TOTAL FICE DISETRSED / TOTAL PRYMENHTS 174,500.00 174 500 0k

W

Here is the location on the MPA Report of the
indicating reconciled payments not yet payable
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WebGrants Tools

The Excel Templates and Tools are in the Tools link in WebGrants while all User Guides are located in
the Help Link in WebGrants.

-alifornia Student Aid Commission (SaPrD) Portal Meny WebGrants Tools Help Sien

Tools

L *Note: Systems that have upgraded to Microsoft Office Excel 2007 will encounter a
file format error while exporting HTML in Excel format with an extension (xlsm). For
best results download the "Template for Excel 2007" to your computer. *See under
"Description” for saving the converted template to your computer

& Each of these tools involves downloading files that use external software. Some
require that additional software be resident on the user's computer

L For best results, right click on the link and select the "Save” option.

& A Users Guide containing further descriptions and instructions for each of these
tools is located in the Help Center

Tools Description

Provides comparisons between a previous
roster data file and the current file

.- Roster Data File Compare --
Delphi

¢ Excel Grant Roster Template -- for Formats roster data files into a Microsoft
Excel 97 Excel spreadsheet
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Informational Report for Institutions

The following reports are intended for colleges and are informational only,
therefore should not be returned to the Commission:

» Detail Reconciliation Report
« Summary Reconciliation Report
» Detail Reconciliation Data Report
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Chapter 17
Institutional Program Compliance

This chapter discusses the general compliance review process performed by the
Commission to evaluate, assess and report on the Cal Grant qualifying
institutions’ administration of the Cal Grant programs.

Chapter Highlights

Purpose and Methods

Ten Most Common Findings
Audit References

Process and Methodology

School Selections for Compliance
Compliance Review Types
Institutional Policies and Procedures
Areas of Review

Review Process

Compliance Report
Administrative Action

L L
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Institutional Program Compliance

Purpose and Methods

The Commission’s Compliance Office conducts compliance reviews of participating
Cal Grant schools to:

» Evaluate and report on the institution’s administration of the Cal Grant programs
* Ensure Cal Grant program compliance by institutions
+ Determine whether or not Cal Grant program disbursements were:
= In compliance with federal and California state laws regulations, the CCR 300445
Institutional Participation Agreement, Cal Grant Handbook, and the
Commission communications
= Timely and accurate, and if not, were adjusted or corrected systematically and
consistently according to the institution’s accounting processes, procedures
and controls
* Provide information and feedback to institution staff to assist them in taking
corrective action(s) or implementing improvement(s).

Ten Most Common Audit Findings

Cal Grant Reconciliation Process — done incorrectly or not done

Education Grade Level - not verified and/or not reported correctly

No written Cal Grant specific policies and procedures

Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy (SAP) not in compliance with federal
Title IV requirements

Noncompliance with Information Security & Confidentiality Agreement -
Changes in employees are not kept current, including Authorized Officials and
System Administrators and, former employees access is not disabled

Annual training for new and current employees does not occur

Ineligible Cal Grant Student or Program - does not meet the Cal Grant eligibility
criteria and discrepancies were not reported or resolved by the institution
Income and/or Assets exceed threshold and not verified

Incorrect Cal Grant Payment Amounts Related to Enrollment Status - Cal Grant
payments not verified and / or prorated according to enrollment status (full-time,
three-quarters time and half-time)

9. Cal Grant Tuition Disbursement - exceeds the institution’s tuition charges

10. Conflicting Information Not Resolved or Not Documented - conflicting
information is not resolved as stipulated in the Institutional Participation Agreement

Refer to Chapter 2,

PoNE

WebGrants
Participation

p o

oo

© N
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17 — Institution Program Compliance

Audit References
The Commission uses the following references in audits:

Legal References -

» Higher Education Opportunity Act (Public Law 110-315) (HEOA),
reauthorized 2008

» Title 20, Chapter 28, Subchapter 1V, United States Code 1070, et seq.

» 34 Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 600, et seq.

* Federal Student Aid Handbook

» California Education Code, Part 42, Chapter 1, 69400 et seq.

» California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Division 4, Chapter 1, 30000, et
seq.

» California Student Aid Commission Institutional Participation
Agreement 2012-16

+ Commission Communications: Grant Operations Memos (GOM), Grant
Policy Bulletins (GPB), Grant Special Alerts (GSA)

* Cal Grant Handbook

* Institution’s Policies, Procedures and Catalogs

Accounting References -

* AICPA Industry Audit Guide on Audits of State and Local
Government Units

* Generally Accepted Auditing Standards Guide

* Generally Accepted Accounting Standards Guide

* Government Auditing Standards by the Comptroller General of the U.S.

* Governmental Accounting, Auditing and Financial Reporting

* Governmental GAAP Guidelines

Process and Methodology
State Administrative

Manual 20040 Through interviews and reviews of records, the auditor analyzes the
adequacy and enforcement of school-established internal controls. These
controls help safeguard the operational and fiscal integrity of the Cal Grant
program.

The California state

Controller is Therefore, the absence of compliance items here does not relieve the school
responsible for of its obligation to comply with all applicable federal and state laws and

ensuring the legality regulations, the Institutional Participation Agreement, this Cal Grant Program
HERELUEVASSIECI  Handbook or any other written procedures and policies issued by the
disbursements. Commission.
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School Selection for Compliance Review

Schools participating in the Commission’s Cal Grant program are scheduled for
compliance reviews based upon, but not limited to, the following factors:

* No prior review

* Time elapsed from prior review

* Number of and severity of findings noted in a prior review

» Dollar volume and number of Cal Grant recipients at the school

* Non-payment of invoices

* Reconciliation issues

* Referral, such as from other Commission divisions, or any other state or federal
agency, or a pattern of inquiries about the school’s financial aid or accounting
practices

Compliance Review Types

The Commission audit staff conducts two types of compliance reviews: general
assessment or focused.

General Assessment Review

Conducted to evaluate the school’s overall performance in administering the Cal Grant
Program and determining if the school meets Federal and State administrative and
financial requirements. The areas of review are detailed below.

Focused Review

A focused review is conducted to determine if the school is in compliance with a specific
area of Cal Grant program administration. As required for proper administrative
oversight, the Commission may select one topic for review and request
documentation to be submitted from numerous institutions simultaneously.

For example, to determine if Cal Grant funds are maintained in an interest bearing
account, the Commission may request bank statements and supporting documents
to be sent in for review from all institutions for a given award year.

Institutional Policies and Procedures
As indicated in the Institutional Participation Agreement, institutions are required to

develop and maintain written policies and procedures governing the administration and
processing of Cal Grant funds.
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In order to measure an institution’s performance, it is necessary to evaluate and
analyze the institution’s implemented internal controls (procedures) for safeguarding
the operations and fiscal integrity of the Cal Grant programs. A routine procedure of the
program compliance review is to examine the institution’s controls and written
procedures.

It is imperative that institutions have written procedures so that in the event staff were
to leave their positions, written procedures would be available to direct staff to continue
the proper administration of the Cal Grant programs. An institution’s procedural manual

should include but not be limited to the following procedures:

Administration of the Cal Grant programs

Check disbursement

Procedures by which Cal Grant funds are received, processed, disbursed,
reconciled and returned to the Commission

Interest calculation procedures

Award packaging procedures

Refunds and repayment

Overaward resolution

Confirmation of citizenship status

Completion of the verification process

Satisfactory academic progress

Other written procedures that are deemed necessary as it relates to student
and/or institutional eligibility

Areas of Review

The principal purpose of a compliance review is improved overall

ministration of the Cal Grant programs. The review encompasses the

following general areas:

General Eligibility
The objective is to determine whether the institution has complied with all of the

legal requirements to remain a Cal Grant qualifying institution. The auditor
reviews:

The institution’s policies and procedures

The Fiscal Operations Report & Application (FISAP)

The independent auditor’s report

Educational Programs

California Student Aid Commission Institutional Participation Agreement
Cal Grant Information Security and Confidentiality Agreement
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Applicant Eligibility

The objective is to determine whether the Cal Grant program participating institution
verified student eligibility according the California statutes, regulations, the
Commission policies and Cal Grant Handbook.

The auditor reviews:

* Income and Asset Ceiling

+ Citizenship requirements

+ California Residency

* No prior baccalaureate degree

* Valid and Completed Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR)
* Enrollment Status

» Satisfactory Academic Progress

« Cal Grant Eligibility

Fund Disbursement and Refunds

The objective is to determine whether the disbursements of the awards to student
complies with the applicable California Education Code, California Code of Regulations,
and the Cal Grant Handbook.

The auditor reviews that the:

+ Student’s Enrollment Status (number of units per term) aligns with disbursement

* Institution’s Disbursement Policy and dates of disbursement are clear and
complied with

» Institution’s Cal Grant Refund Policy is followed

» Cal Grant Overaward Policy and Process is followed

+ Cal Grant Tuition award amounts do not exceed actual tuition

* Cal Grant B and C Access Award authorization is in place

Completion of Rosters and Reports
The objective is to determine whether the institution completed those reports,
rosters, and forms required and used to administer the Cal Grant programs in an
accurate and timely manner.
The auditor reviews:
* Renewal Student’s Unmet Financial Need, using the formula COA- EFC-Pell

* New Cal Grant Student’s Grade Level (Cal Grant Aand B recipients) excluding
California Community College students
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File Maintenance and Record Retention

The objective is to determine whether the institution has a system for filing documents
and has a method of file/record retention. The auditor reviews the:

» Institution’s Authorization Form and Policy for Record Retention
» Institution’s Award Renewal Notification Policy

* Institution’s Document Retention Policy, including:

* Length of time from end of award year (3 years minimum)

» Type of Media Storage (hardcopy, electronic devices)

Fiscal Responsibility for Cal Grant Program Funds

The objective is to assess the accounting process, procedures, and controls
on the Cal Grant program funds and ensure that the appropriate accounting
records support all Cal Grant program activities.

The auditor reviews:

* Accounting Documents (debit and credit ledgers) and supporting
documentation

+ Cal Grant Reconciliation, student by student

* Reconciliation Processes and Discrepancies (excess funds,
unreported payment(s), and undisbursed funds)

» Cal Grant Interest (calculations)

Review Process

The review Process encompasses the following:

School Notification

Schools are contacted to schedule a review date and establish a school contact

person. An Engagement Letter is sent to the school to confirm the date, provide
the name of the auditor who will perform the review, and request:

* Policy and procedural material
e Student records, and
»  Other information required for the review

The Commission reserves the right to perform unannounced program reviews
when deemed necessary.
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Sample Size Determination

* A sample size of 40 students is developed for schools with 40 or more Cal Grant
recipients (used primarily for field reviews)
» All students are examined for a school with 39 or fewer Cal Grant recipients

Review Preparation

Engagement Letter

The Engagement Letter requests certain written material from the school prior to the
review to allow the auditor to become familiar with the school’s operations in preparation
for the review.

Field Work
Entrance Interview

The review begins with an entrance interview. The auditor conducts an entrance
interview with school staff that describes the Cal Grant program administration
compliance review process. The auditor also collects additional information on
school policies and procedures to be used in conducting the review.

Document the Review

The school must be prepared to provide any paper or electronically stored institutional
records required by the auditor.

The auditor may review documents at the institution (onsite/field review) or may
request that all documents be sent to the Commission for review (desk review).

During this phase of the review, the auditor analyzes the records and compiles
review findings. Documents reviewed include but are not limited to:

* Academic records

* Attendance records

* Canceled checks (access and books & supplies)

« Citizen or eligible non-citizen documentation

* Class schedules and catalogues

» Disbursement policy and disbursement schedules

* Enroliment records

+ Documentation of interest earned on Cal Grant funds

+ Grant Roster transactions, Education Level Verification reports, and any other
Commission reports that contain information the school reported to the
Commission
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* Individual student files

» Institutional refund policies

» Satisfactory Academic Progress documentation

» Student access and book & supplies authorizations

+ Student account records

» Verification documentation

»  Written policies and procedures describing the school’'s administration of the
Cal Grant program

* Any other files the compliance staff deems necessary to conduct the review

School Offices Contacted
The following school offices are contacted during the compliance review:

* Financial Aid

* Admissions

* Registrar

» Accounting, and

» Additional offices and staff as necessary

Compliance Report

Written Pre-Exit Document

The auditor provides a written “pre-exit” document that lists questions, comments
and a draft of non-compliance issues to the school contact. The school contact
person will have an opportunity to provide a written explanation and any necessary
supporting documentation prior to the exit interview.

Exit Interview

The auditor conducts an exit interview with school staff to discuss findings,
recommend corrective actions, and convey potential liabilities. The school is also
given a preliminary timeframe for receipt of the Commission’s draft report.
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Compliance Draft Report

The Commission issues a written draft report after the compliance review is completed.
The report summarizes the auditor’'s examination of records and procedures, and identifies
specific findings, required actions, and recommendations. The school must respond to the
report by:

* Indicating the corrective actions taken,

* Submitting payments, if required,

* Providing clarifying responses to findings, and
 Providing updated policies and procedures.

Recovery of Liabilities

The Commission will assess liabilities against the school due to errors or omissions
resulting from the disbursement of Cal Grant funds to students who do not meet program
requirements or specific conditions of eligibility. The school is required to pay any school
liability determined as a result of the compliance review.

Final Report

Once the school has responded satisfactorily to all the draft report findings, and any
liabilities have been paid, the Commission issues a final report to the school that includes
the school’s response to each finding, closing the review.

Administrative Actions

Non-compliance with any of the provisions of the Institutional Participation Agreement
and the requirements set forth in the Cal Grant Program Handbook may result in the
termination of the Institutional Participation Agreement and privileges that are afforded
under it.
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Chapter 18
Specialized Programs Overview

This chapter provides high level information about the Specialized Programs
that the Commission administers. These programs are created by the California
Legislature to meet the needs of specific student populations and may be
funded or defunded as needs change.

Chapter Highlights

Overview

Eligibility for Specialized Programs
Child Development

National Guard

= Law Enforcement

= John R. Justice

= CA Chafee Grant

= Middle Class Scholarship (MCS)

= Assumption of Loan Programs (APLE)

=
=
=
=
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Specialized Programs Overview

Overview

In addition to the flagship Cal Grant program, state and federal funding support several
“Specialized” programs administered by the Commission.

Currently funded Specialized programs include the:

* Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grant Program,

* National Guard Education Assistance Award Program (NG EAAP),

* Law Enforcement Personnel Dependents Scholarship Program (LEPD),
* John R. Justice Program (JRJ)

» California Chafee Grant Program

* Middle Class Scholarship

Eligibility for Specialized Programs

Most of the Specialized Programs follow similar general requirements as the Cal Grant
Programs as follows:

» Timely application

+ California residency (or AB 540 eligibility)
* No prior bachelor’s or professional degree
» Attend a qualified California postsecondary institution CEC 69612 — 69615.8

However, each program was created to provide assistance to participants in specific
educational situations. Because each program serves a particular student population,
administrators should refer to the Commission’s Financial Aid Programs page.

Child Development Teacher and Supervisor Grant Program CEC 60620 0828

This program provides grants to recipients who intend to teach or supervise in the field of
child care and development in a licensed children’s center. Recipients attending a
California Community College may receive up to $1,000 annually and recipients
attending a four-year college may receive up to $2,000 annually for a total of $6,000.

To apply, students must file a FAFSA and complete a Child Development Teacher and
Supervisor Program application by the June 1 deadline. Colleges must recommend
applicants and may nominate as many as they wish.

This program is federally funded and subject to the availability of federal resources each
year. The Commission selects participants based on financial need and academic
achievement and notifies all applicants of their status in August.
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I8 - Specialized Programs Overview

The National Guard Educations Assistance Award Program

CEC 69999.12 — (NGEAAP)

69999.30
CCR 30730 This program was established for qualifying members of the National Guard, the

CCR 30736 State Military Reserve, or the Naval Militia who seek to, or who have completed,
baccalaureate degrees at institutions of higher education within the State of
National Guard California.

The enroliment period for initial applicants is April 15 through April 14 of the
following year. The priority application deadline is June 15.

After June 15, applications will continue to be accepted through April 14; however,
entry into the program will be granted on a “first come-first serve” basis until all awards
are exhausted.

The Law Enforcement Personnel Dependents Scholarship
Program (LEPD)

LEPD applications are
accepted throughout th
academic year.

The Law Enforcement Personnel Dependents (LEPD) Scholarship Program
provides college grants equivalent to Cal Grant amounts to dependents of:
California law enforcement officers, officers and employees of the
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, the Division of Juvenile Justice,
and firefighters who have been killed or 100% permanently disabled in the line of
duty.

This program is funded from the General Fund.

42 USC 3797cc-21 John R. Justice Program (JRJ)

The John R. Justice (JRJ) Program provides loan repayment assistance to eligible
recipients employed as local, state, and federal public defenders or local and
state prosecutors who commit to continued employment as public defenders
and prosecutors for at least three (3) years. This program is federally funded and
subject to the availability of federal resources each year.

Recipients may receive up to $5,000 of loan repayment disbursed biannually to
their lending institutions.

An attorney must not be in default on repayment of any federal student loans.
State agencies administering the JRJ Program must ensure that funding for
local repayment is allocated equally between prosecutors and public defenders.

The JRJ Program is administered by the U.S. Department of Justice, and
the California Emergency Management Agency is the elected State
Administering Agency.

Return to Table of Contents

California Student Aid Commission
Cal Grant Handbook
2/11/2016 — Version 2.1 180


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69999.10-69999.30
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=69001-70000&file=69999.10-69999.30
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I882D44A0C4BC11E2B847926631A22C6A?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I882D44A0C4BC11E2B847926631A22C6A?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I8A8872B0C4BC11E2B847926631A22C6A?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://nationalguard.csac.ca.gov/
https://nationalguard.csac.ca.gov/
link:%20http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=109
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?edition=prelim&req=John+R.+Justice&f=treesort&fq=true&num=13&hl=true
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California Chafee Grant

The program was established in 2001 by Congress as part of a reauthorization of
the Promoting Safe and Stable Families Act. 42 USC 677

H.R. 2873

The Act amended the Foster Care Independence Act (FCIA) of 1999 by adding the
Chafee Educational and Training Voucher (ETV) Program as the sixth purpose of Chafee Fact Sheet
the Chafee Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP).

The Chafee Grant (ETV) is federally and state funded with a current maximum
award amount of $5,000 per academic year, not to exceed cost of attendance.

The final award amount will be determined based on the college of attendance
and enrollment status.

California’s Chafee ETV Program, known as the Chafee Grant Program, is
implemented through an interagency agreement between the California Department of
Social Services (CDSS) and the Commission.

Middle Class Scholarship

The Middle Class Scholarship (MCS) was established in 2013 with first payments
made for the 2014-15 school year. MCS serves students attending the University of
California or California State University who:

* Have family income of $150,000 or below

+ Have family assets of $150,000 or less

* Are receiving less than 40% of their mandatory statewide fees in federal or
institutional aid

* Apply using the FAFSA or Dream Act application by the March 2 deadline

Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE) CCR 30701 - 30709

APLE Coordinators

The Assumption Program of Loans for Education (APLE) was a competitive teacher Guide and Forms

incentive program designed to encourage outstanding students to become teachers.
APLE was defunded in 2013. Participants who were in the program were allowed to
continue, however no new applicants are accepted into the program. The program was
for students with the intent to teach in:

* Subject areas where a critical teacher shortage had been identified
OR
* Designated schools which met criteria established by the State Superintendent
Public Instruction.
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I8 - Specialized Programs Overview

APLE allowed the State to issue agreements for loan assumptions annually to
students and district interns that:

» Serve a large population of students from low-income families,

* Are located in rural areas,

» Have a high percentage of teachers holding emergency permits and
* Rankinthe lowest 50 percentile of the Academic Performance Index.

An APLE participant who taught a total of four years could receive up to
$19,000 toward outstanding student loan balances. Additional bonuses for
teaching in specific areas were possible. The APLE program was defunded
in the 2012-13 budget but payments will continue for several more years as
teachers meet their teaching requirements.

Although defunded, the authorizing statute for the APLE program remains
leaving the possibility of reinstatement in the future.
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Glossary

Common Financial Aid Acronyms

AGI Adjusted Gross Income

Al Available Income

AO Authorized Official

CADA California Dream Act Application

CAR California Aid Report

COA Cost of Attendance

DA Dream Act

DACA Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals

DL Direct Loan

DOB Date of Birth

EFC Expected Family Contribution

EIC Earned Income Credit

FAFSA Free Application for Federal Student Aid

FAO Financial Aid Office

FERPA Family Education Rights and Privacy Act

FT Full-time

GED General Educational Development

GPA Grade Point Average

ACT American College Testing

HISET High School Equivalency Test

SAT Scholastic Aptitude Test

TASC Test Assessing Secondary Completion

HT Half-Time

IPA Institutional Participation Agreement

ISIR Institutional Student Information Record

LA Leave of Absence

LH Less than Half-Time

MPN Master Promissory Note

PC Parental Contribution

PIN Personal Identification Number

R2T4 Return of Title IV Funds

SA System Administrator

SS Selective Service

SAP Satisfactory Academic Progress

SAR Student Aid Report

SC Student Contribution

SNT Simplified Needs Test

SSA Social Security Administration

SSN Social Security Number

TANF Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

TT Three-quarter time

USCIS U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services in Department of
Homeland Security

YTD Year to Date
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Resources

American College Testing (ACT)

California Code of Regulations - On this site you want to select, “California Code of
Regulations”, then “Education” and finally “California Student Aid Commission.”

California Department of Education

California Education Code

California State Bill Information

College Board

Commission Main Website

Commission School Support Unit

Commission’s Cal Grant and Specialized Programs

Dream Act

Educators for Fair Consideration (E4FC)

Federal Application for Approval to Participate in the Federal Student Aid Programs

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

General Education Development (GED)

High School Equivalency Exam (CHSPE)

High School Equivalency Test (HISET)

Information for Financial Aid Professional (IFAP)

National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS)

Scholastic_Aptitude Test (SAT)

Selective Service

Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC)
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Resources

The Institute for Collage Access and Success (TICAS)

Commission Training - There is a wealth of information about the programs the Commission
administers online. These online training modules are for both high schools and institutions and
can be located at

WebGrants for Students

WebGrants - Once you log into WebGrants you will see the “Help” link located in the top right hand
corner to find valuable information about the WebGrants system and answers to your questions.
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CSAC Contact Information

Program Administration and Services Division
Institutional Support
P.O. Box 41907
Rancho Cordova, CA 95741 - 9027

1 - 888 - 294 - 0153

(This line is designated for school officials only.
Do not give this phone number to students.)

Schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov

IT
CSAC Help Desk
P.O. Box 419026
Rancho Cordova, CA 95741 - 9026
1 - 888 - 294 - 0148
(For technical issues only)
csachelpdesk@csac.ca.gov

Student Support
1 - 888 - 294 - 7268

studentsupport@csac.ca.gov

Submit Interest Remittance Form to:

Management Services Division

California Student Aid Commission
Fiscal and Administrative Services Branch
P.O. Box 419026
Rancho Cordova, CA
95741-9026
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