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Foster Youth Access Award

Current and former foster youth receiving a Cal Grant will now qualify 
for an access award of up to $6,000 for non-tuition expenses​

New or renewal students receiving a Cal Grant A or B 
qualify for up to a $6,000 maximum yearly award

New or renewal students receiving a Cal Grant C qualify 
for up to a $4,000 maximum yearly award

$20 million in 
additional funding to 

increase access awards 
for former or current 

foster youth at 
California public 

schools or private, non 
profit schools

Effective 2022-2023

For students who were in foster 
care on/after age 13 and who are 
no older than 25 years of age at 
the start of the academic year

John Burton Advocates for Youth:  jbay.org/college





Cal Grant B for Foster Youth

Non -Foster Students Foster Youth
High School 
Entitlement 
Application Window

High school seniors 
and prior -year 
graduates

Foster youth under age 26 on July 
1 of the award year.

• Must submit high school GPA
Application Deadline March 2 nd September 2 nd for foster youth 

attending a CA community 
college

Maximum Eligibility Up to 4 years of full -
time enrollment

Up to 8 years of full -time 
enrollment

Cal Grant B for Foster Youth applicants must have been in foster care 
from age 13+ 

Ref: GSA 2019-12

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2019-12.pdf




Foster Youth Verification Tool

Access granted to college 
We b Gra n t s u se rs

Ag e  13 & u p

Not a lw a ys Ch a fe e  
e lig ib le

KEIRA JOHNSON

This tool is for Federal and campus aid only - not Chafee



Foster Youth Verification Tool

Foster Youth has not 
Been Verified Yet:
• Results will only 

populate if student 
is on your college’s 
Cal Grant roster

• Students must 
contact the county 
to resolve

109123456

This tool is for Federal and campus aid only - not Chafee





Students With Dependents (SWD) 

Students with dependent children under 18 years of age 
for whom they provide more than 50% support can 
qualify.

• For students attending public institutions or 
private non-profit schools

• Cal Grant A: Access award increases to a 
maximum of $6,000 

• Cal Grant B: Access award increases to a 
maximum of $6,000

• Cal Grant C: Books/Supplies award increases to a 
maximum of $4,000

Cal Grant B for Foster Youth may receive up to 800% SWD eligibility 



Chafee Grant



As s e m b ly Bill (AB) 18 11

• Chafee Grant is both federally and state -funded
• Pays up to $5,000 annually
• Chafee Grant paid participation is limited to 5 years

 Ea ch  a ca d e m ic  ye a r t h a t  a  p a ym e n t  g re a t e r t h a n  $1 is issu e d  cou n t s a s on e  ye a r 
o f p a id  p a rt ic ip a t ion

 Pa rt ic ip a t ion  d oe s n o t  h a ve  t o  occu r in  con se cu t ive  a ca d e m ic  ye a rs
• Mu st  b e  cu rre n t  o r fo rm e r fo st e r yo u t h , livin g  in  fo st e r ca re , fo r a t  le a st  

o n e  d a y b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s o f 16  a n d  18 .
 Kin -GAP, n on -re la t e d  le g a l g u a rd ia n sh ip , a n d  a d op t ion s a re  n o t  e lig ib le , 

u n le ss st u d e n t  w a s a lso  a  d e p e n d e n t  o r w a rd  o f t h e  cou rt , livin g  in  fo st e r 
ca re , fo r a t  le a st  on e  d a y b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s o f 16  a n d  18 .

• Ha ve  n o t  re a ch e d  26  ye a rs o f a g e  b y Ju ly 1st  o f t h e  a w a rd  ye a r



Chafee Grant: More Than Financial Aid

The Chafee grant offers financial assistance to help pay for college or career/technical training, and 
other related expenses, but may be used for expenses beyond undergraduate tuition, books, & 
supplies. Because it falls under California Health & Human Services guidelines, it is not bound to 
traditional financial aid constraints. The Chafee Grant is the only state award that is payable at 
qualifying out-of-state colleges.

Chafee funds may be used towards:
• Rent/housing, transportation, and childcare
• Post-grad studies and teacher certification
• Eligible out-of-state schools

• Apply by March 2nd (applications accepted 
through late August)

• Have a social security number
• Graduate from high school

• Provide a GPA
• Be clear of default or overpayments
• Register for Selective Service
• Meet ability -to -benefit requirements

* Students are NOT required to:

* For Chafee Grant only.  Students applying for Cal Grant and other aid must still meet all deadlines and other requirements 



Awarding Process



Application Process

c h a fe e .c s a c .c a .g o v
3 Application Requirements:

1. FAFSA/CADAA: submit annually

2. Chafee Application: submit once

3. CDSS foster youth status will be 
electronically verified within a 
month of submitting financial 
aid and Chafee applications. This 
is a one-time requirement



Foster Care Verification

c h a fe e .c s a c .c a .g o v

If foster youth status is not 
automatically  matched through CDSS, 
it can be verified manually by 
submitting the Foster Care Verification 
Form:
• Online-fillable
• Submit to ILP Coordinator for 

authorization



Foster Care Verification Form



Priority Awarding Hierarchy
It is common for students to be wait -listed for an entire 

school year before they are awarded 

Priority Awarding Hierarchy:

1. Paid renewal students who have not reached their 26th birthday by July 1st of the 
award year

2. New and non-paid renewal students who will have reached 25 years of age by July 1st

of the award year
3. New and non-paid renewal students who have dependents
4. New and non-paid renewal students with an unmet need greater than $5,000
5. New and non-paid renewal students with an unmet need less than $5,000

* WebGrants System automatically prioritizes students



Chafee Awarding Flow Chart

Ongoing: CA Dept of Social Services 
(CDSS) sends monthly reports to 
CSAC identifying eligible foster 

youth.

Student submits FAFSA/CADAA and 
Chafee Grant application

CSAC automatically prioritizes 
applicants: new vs. renewal, age, 

whether applicant has dependents, and 
financial need

Applicants are wait-listed until they 
reach top of awarding hierarchy

College reports eligibility/ineligibility 
and requests payment every term Checks are disbursed by campuses



WebGrants for 
Colleges: 

Administration of the 
Chafee Grant



Chafee Program Information Page

• NEW! Chafee Coordinator's Guide
• Chafee Payment Roster Quick User 

Guide (also accessible from Chafee 
Roster)

• Foster Care Eligibility Form
• Student Chafee Application
• Student Update/Change Form
• SB 150 Satisfactory Academic 

Progress FAQs

https://www.csac.ca.gov/california -chafee -grant -program -0

https://www.csac.ca.gov/california-chafee-grant-program-0


Chafee Status Roster by School

Chafee Status Roster by School report:
• Generated weekly
• Displays completion status of the following 

Chafee components with Yes (Y) or No (N): 
 APP: Chafee application completed
 CDSS: California Department of Social 

Services foster care eligibility certified
 FAFSA/CADAA: FAFSA or CADAA completed
 Totals for students who are reported 

“Enrolled,” “Not Enrolled,” “Not Maintaining 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP),” etc. 



Chafee Status Roster by School

WebGrants Home > Cal Grant > Data Transfer > Report Download



Ne w  W e b Gra n t s  La yo u t

Four Chafee screens:
• St u d e n t  Ap p lica t io n  St a t u s
• St u d e n t  Lo o ku p
• In st it u t io n  Re co n c ilia t io n
• Pa ym e n t  Ro st e r

Ne w  
We b Gra n t s 

La you t



Student Lookup



Student Lookup   

Allows users to search 
for Chafee awardees 
by partial name, DOB, 
or email. 

Refer to yellow box at 
top of screen for 
search tips.



Payment Roster



Certifying Eligibility & Requesting Payments

To maximize funding and increase award utilization:

• Schools must certify both eligible and ineligible students

• Schools must certify eligibility and request payments every
term

• Certify & Request Payment in the same transaction. Only one 
transaction is allowed per week

• Uncertified awards will be withdrawn and recycled to eligible 
wait-listed students



Impact of Not Certifying

Uncertified awards will be withdrawn and recycled to eligible wait-listed students:
• FL, WN= 30 days after awarding
• SP= 21 days
• SU= 14 days

Impact to your students: 
• Eligible students may lose award
• Six-week delay (longer, if funds are not available) to reinstate award, request 

payment, receive, and disburse checks
• Potential to be dropped from classes for non-pay
• Potential loss of housing, childcare, etc.

Work your roster every week !



Results can be filtered to display a specific Award Status 
Awarded: Student has a preliminary award. Schools must certify eligibility and 
request timely payment before award is withdrawn by CSAC (FL, WN: 30 days after 
awarding; SP: 21 days; SU: 14 days)
Eligible - Not Awarded: Student is eligible but not yet awarded. The student has lower 
priority on the awarding hierarchy and will become “Awarded” as funds are recycled
Pending: There is a recent pending transaction that will process Monday evening
Paid in Full: Student was paid for all eligible terms
Not Awarded : School certified student as ineligible

Ch a fe e  Aw a rd  St a t u s



Roster Search Results  Chafee Award Status

When to work your 
p a ym e n t  ro st e r:

Re cyc le d  fu n d s a re  
p roce sse d  e ve ry 
Mon d a y n ig h t , a n d  a  
n e w  g rou p  o f st u d e n t s 
is a w a rd e d  b a se d  on  
t h e  p rio rit y se le c t ion  
c rit e ria . Rost e rs w ill 
re fle c t  u p d a t e d  a w a rd  
in fo rm a t ion  t h e  
fo llow in g  Tu e sd a y 
m orn in g .

000123456 101123456 JOHNSON KEESHA Awarded 07/27/2022

123456789 102123456 DRAYTON BRIAN Eligible- Not Awarded 

000958765 103123456 GARCIA-CORTEZ JOSEPH Pending 08/09/2022

958765432 104123456 NGUYEN THAO Paid in Full 07/27/2022

223456789 105123456 BROWNE JULIANA Not Awarded 08/16/2022

Click         t o  vie w  Rost e r De t a ils (st u d e n t  re co rd )



Payment Roster Details (Student Record) 

Click     to toggle between 
Rost e r Search Results and 

Roster Details
ˇ



Certifying Eligibility 

Schools certify eligible students:
• Enrolled in a program of at least one academic year in length
• Attending at least half-time (payment amount not tied to enrollment level)
• Making Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

 Follow new SB 150 provisions (Reference GSA 2021-03)
• Demonstrate sufficient unmet need

Request payment(s):
• Request payments for all eligible terms
• SAVE transaction
• State Controller’s Office (SCO) will process and mail checks in 7-10 days.  Review 

Student Application Status screen for pay warrant information

SB 150 Reference Tool: https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/chafee -foster -youth -program -reference -tool

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2021-03.pdf?1611597615


Certifying Eligibility

Living Arrangements, Education Level, & EFC:
• Self-reported on FAFSA/CADAA. Correct as 

needed
Terms Attending:
• Auto-populates based on your school’s term 

schedule
Cost of Attendance:
• Certify Cost of Attendance, EFC, & Other Aid 

after student is awarded.
• Other Aid: Follow school policy on what 

constitutes “other aid”
Request Payment:
• Certify eligibility and request payment in 

same transaction. Only one roster 
transaction is allowed each week

Eligible Section:

Click      for additional 
information, tips, and 

definitions



Request Payments Every Term

Date roster opened 
fo r t e rm  p a ym e n t s

If t h e  checkbox is shaded , a payment cannot be 
requested for the following reasons:

• The term is not applicable to your school
• CSAC has not yet opened the term(s) for 
payment
• You have indicated in “Terms Attending” that 
the student is not eligible for that term 
payment



Certifying Ineligibility



Chafee & SAP NEW! SB 150 Reference Tool   

SB 150 went into effect on January 1, 2020 and allows students to receive Chafee grants 
for up to two years before becoming ineligible due to not making Satisfactory Academic 
Progress (SAP). Colleges are responsible for implementing this provision by adapting 
their SAP policies accordingly. In addition, SB 150 requires that:

• CCCs and CSUs must provide (and UCs are requested to provide) all recipients, upon release of the 
first payment, with information regarding available support services on campus and the process for 
completing an educational plan.

• After one year of not meeting SAP, students must meet with an appropriate staff member to develop 
a plan for improving academic progress or update an existing plan in order to receive Chafee funds.

• Returning students who have been disenrolled for at least one term regain eligibility for the Chafee 
grant.

• Campuses must offer a specific appeal process for students who have lost the Chafee grant due to 
not making SAP.

SB 150 Reference Tool: https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/chafee -foster -youth -program -reference -tool



Annual-Level Ineligibility
Choose only if ineligible for the entire academic 
year:
• Annual-level withdrawal
• Not Enrolled, Not Enrolled at least Half-time, 

Graduated/Completed, Not Maintaining SAP
• Choose only one ineligible reason

Students who regain eligibility can be re-
awarded:
• Uncheck the ineligible reason + SAVE
• The student is typically re-awarded during 

the next weekly award cycle, depending on 
availability of funds

Roster:

Student Application Status Screen:

Drew@uni.edu

Drew Adams

(916) 555-1212



Term-Level Ineligibility 

To report leave of absence, less than half -
time, or not meeting SAP for current or 
previous term(s) : 

• Remove checkmark for that term only.  
Do not remove checkmarks for future 
terms , since future eligibility is unknown.

• Recalculate COA, EFC, Other Aid + SAVE
To reverse this action: 
• If a student regains eligibility, add a 

checkmark for the eligible term, 
recalculate COA, EFC, Other Aid + SAVE

• After the student is re -awarded, request 
payment for that term.

Fall term: Paid

Spring term: Checkmark 
removed to report ineligibility

Student was only paid for fall term 
at this semester school, but is Paid 
in Full because the school reported 
them as ineligible for spring term



Student Application 
Status Screen



Three Sections:

St u d e n t  Ap p lic a t io n  St a t u s  Sc re e n

JSMITH@UNI.EDU

Demographics - name, DOB, 
address, and school of attendance

Application Status - confirm all 
3 application requirements are 
met, years paid (5 - year limit), 
school certification, and payments

Correspondence Records - view 
historical correspondence and 
transactions, i.e.; notifications sent 
to students, school changes, and 
CSAC-recycled awards   

Complete

JONATHAN SMITH

123 A ST. #39, PINOL, CA 95827

JSMITH@UNI.EDU

123456789
109XXXXXX
01/01/2000

(916) 555-1212



Application Status

Missing Items 
Appear in Yellow

Work with 
students to 
explain what is 
missing and 
how to resolve. 

Complete

Foster Care Verification Form: https://www.csac.ca.gov/chafee



Preliminarily Awarded :
0 8 /22/22

St a t e  Con t ro lle r's Office  
(SCO) issu e d  Wa rra n t  fo r fa ll 
t e rm : 0 9 /16 /22

St u d e n t  Ap p lic a t io n  St a t u s  
Eligibility Certification

Fall term certified within 30 
days: 08/26/22

Drew Adams

(916) 555-1212

drew@uni.edu



Disburse or Return 
Checks



  

• Chafee EFT went live on May 2, 2023

• Institutions are reminded to update 
their payment policy to include 
how Chafee EFT funds will be 
handled internally

For more information, please see GSA 2023-20

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/gsa_2023-20.pdf


Ne w  Ch a fe e  EFT 
W e b p a g e

https://www.csac.ca.gov/collegeseft

• Id e n t ifyin g  St u d e n t s’ 
Pa ym e n t s u sin g  t h e  
Institution Reconciliation 
screen in WebGrants

• How to Return Funds via EFT 

• Enroll in EFT

https://www.csac.ca.gov/collegeseft


Disburse or Return Checks
Before disbursing checks…

• Please ensure you are disbursing Chafee 
payments based on your institution’s 
disbursement policies

• If student became ineligible due to your 
institutional policy while in the process of waiting 
for a check to arrive at your institution, please 
return the check to CSAC within 30 days.

 On the stub, please indicate one reason
student lost eligibility





In s t it u t io n  Re c o n c ilia t io n
Schools are required to report d isb u rse d  a n d  re t u rn e d Ch a fe e  p a ym e n t s on  t h e  
In st it u t ion  Re con c ilia t ion  sc re e n .

2. Re p o rt  t h e  Da t e  Sch oo l Pa id  St u d e n t ; o r
3. Re p o rt  $  a m ou n t  a n d  t h e  d a t e  ch e ck is b e in g  re t u rn e d

1. Ch oose  se a rch  c rit e ria :

DRAYTON, BRIAN, J

DRAYTON, BRIAN 12345678 9

10 9123456



Handling Pay Warrants

Lost/Stolen Checks
If the check is lost, stolen or destroyed: Email chafee@csac.ca.gov with CSAC ID, student name, 
and date check was lost/stolen/misplaced. CSAC will request a Stop Pay/Reissue.  Replacement 
check will take 10-12 weeks

Bank Won’t Cash Warrant
• Checks issued by the state of CA are valid for one year from the date of issue. Warrants over 

12 months old are stale-dated. Please contact the Chafee Unit with CSAC ID, name of school, 
term, and academic year. CSAC will work with Accounting to get warrant reissued within 6-8 
weeks

• On occasion, a bank will refuse to accept a warrant. We have no control over this. The 
student can email Chafee, and CSAC can provide them the number to the State Controller’s 
office (SCO) as the payer

mailto:chafee@csac.ca.gov


WebGrants 4 
Students



WebGrants 4 Students: To Do

Check award 
st a t u s a n d  

a m ou n t  fo r t h e  
Ca l Gra n t , 

Ch a fe e  Gra n t , 
a n d  Mid d le -

Cla ss 
Sch o la rsh ip

Com p le t e  
p e n d in g  o r 
in com p le t e  

it e m s o r fo rm s

Co n firm  co lle g e  o f 
a t t e n d a n ce  is 

a ccu ra t e  o r re p o rt  
a  sch o o l ch a n g e . 
Re p o rt  a  Le a ve  o f 
Ab se n ce  t o  p la ce  
Cal Grant on hold

Cal Grant : 
Verify that the 
GPA has been 

received by 
CSAC

Cal Grant : verify 
high school 

graduation to 
“claim” award. 

Available on the 
1st day of the 

month that the 
senior class 
graduates

Chafee Grant : 
confirm the 

Department of 
Social Services 
Record reflects 

“complete” 

WebGrants4Students: https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/



W e b Gra n t s  4  St u d e n t s

Chafee Application Status - Incomplete
• Missing FASFA/CADAA
• FY eligibility not certified 

Chafee Application Status

WebGrants4Students: https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/

2022-20232021-2022



!

!

(2022-2023)

https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/


Sc h o o l Ch a n g e
Use the dropdown to change your 
sch oo l o f a t t e n d a n ce  fo r just the 
Chafee Grant; or for both the Chafee 
Grant and Cal Grant, if applicable. 

If you can’t find your school on the 
Chafee online application or on your 
student portal, please email the 
Chafee team at chafee@csac.ca.gov
for a new school set up. 

CSAC will need:
• Proof of enrollment
• Name and address of School
• Financial Aid contact info:  Name, 

email, phone

chafee@csac.ca.gov

mailto:chafee@csac.ca.gov
mailto:chafee@csac.ca.gov


P e n d in g

“Pending” means that 
a n  a c t io n  st e p  n e e d s t o  
b e  t a ke n  b y t h e  co lle g e  
o r b y t h e  st u d e n t  b e fo re  
a  p a ym e n t  ca n  b e  
re p o rt e d .

In  t h is e xa m p le , t h e  
college still needs to 
verify student eligibility 
for the Chafee Grant.



C
h

af
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 U
p

d
at

e 
&

 C
h

an
g

e 
Fo

rm Students can make some 
u p d a t e s a n d  ch a n g e s via  
We b Gra n t s 4  St u d e n t s  

P ro t e c t e d  fie ld s su ch  a s 
Na m e , DOB, a n d  SSN ca n  
o n ly b e  ch a n g e d  b y 
su b m it t in g  t h e  Ch a fe e  
P ro g ra m  Up d a t e  & 
Ch a n g e  fo rm

https://chafee.csac.ca.gov/ SupportFiles /Chafee_Renewal_Change.pdf

https://chafee.csac.ca.gov/SupportFiles/Chafee_Renewal_Change.pdf


How You Can Help

•Work the WebGrants Payment Roster weekly.
•Subscribe to CSAC List-Serv 
•Teach students to be their own financial aid experts: remind them to 
create their My Grant Info student portals and to check periodically for 
any pending requirements
•Host or participate in Cash for College workshops through 6/30: 
https://cash4college.csac.ca.gov/.

•When completing FAFSA/CADAA, ensure that students also submit a 
Chafee application

•Refer students to campus support/resources, i.e.; priority registration, 
tutoring services, foster youth liaison, food pantry/meal vouchers, 
CalFresh, Extended Opportunity Programs and Services EOPS, 
Guardian Scholars, NextUp, Rising Scholars, etc.

Schools & Community Advocates

https://cash4college.csac.ca.gov/


Foster Resources
• Financial Aid Resources
• Foster care to age 21
• Getting through high school
• HS graduation alternatives
• Adult Schools that offer GED courses
• Job Training 

• Financial Aid Resources
• Campus support programs and foster youth liaison contacts
• NextUp campuses
• Info on Educational Opportunity Programs (EOP), Extended 

Opportunity Program and Services (EOPS), TRIO
• Housing Resources

• Burton Book Fund
• Education Resources
• Housing Providers
• Health Resources
• Extended Foster Care (AB 12)



Chafee Unit
Phone: (888) 294 -0153, 

option 3

Email: chafee@csac.ca.gov
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