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Welcome to the fifth edition of the California Student Aid Commission’s Better
FAFSA, Better CA Dream Act Application Bulletin with information, updates, and
resources for the upcoming 2024-25 financial aid cycle.

From our Executive Director, Marlene Garcia:

Happy new year, 2024! As everyone knows, both the FAFSA and California Dream Act
Application (CADAA) recently launched, and many students and their families have
successfully started the process to qualify for financial aid. Although there have been
some issues encountered with the FAFSA, we have been notified that the U.S.
Department of Education is making every effort to resolve them. As we all know, the
release of many updated technologies frequently results in various challenges; however,
the goal is to improve the user experience, and streamline the process. We believe that
the changes to Better FAFSA will make it easier for students and families to apply for
financial aid. So, encourage students to persist and complete their 2024-25 applications.

What's the Latest?
FAFSA and CADAA are open!

Both financial aid applications are open, and students can begin applying for financial aid
for the 2024-25 academic year. Students only need to complete one application. The state
priority deadline in California is April 2, 2024. Some colleges may have earlier deadlines for
institutional aid, and students should check with their colleges to make sure they are
meeting those deadlines. Keep in mind for the Better FAFSA, the planned maintenances
announced by Federal Student Aid (FSA) have impacted the experience for some
applicants. We encourage students to be patient and persistent in completing their
applications.

Action Item:



Support your students in completing a FAESA or California Dream Act Application for
financial aid for the 2024-25 academic year.

In the Spotlight:

Better FAFSA: Studentaid.gov accounts for Mixed Status Families Follow-Up

As a follow up to the information in last month'’s bulletin, FSA released additional
guidance for Individuals without a Social Security Number, also referred to as mixed
status families. Individuals without social security numbers can now create an
studentaid.gov account at Create Account | Federal Student Aid

Please refer to the specific instructions for the account creation for individuals without a
social security number on this FSA Announcement.

Upcoming CSAC Virtual Training:

California Dream Act Application Line-by-Line Webinar:
e January 9,2024 - CADAA Line-by-Line (Zoom)
e January 17 & February 5, 2024 - FAFSA/CADAA Updates (Zoom)
e January 29, 2024 - CADAA Line-by-Line (Zoom)

Annual Statewide Financial Aid Workshops Webinars:
e January 17,2024 - FAFSA/CADAA Updates (Zoom)
e February 5, 2024 - FAFSA/CADAA Updates (Zoom)
e February 22,2024 - FAFSA/CADAA Updates (Zoom)

Cash for College Train the Trainer Webinars:
e January 26, 2024 - Train the Trainer (Zoom)
e February 16,2024 - Train the Trainer (Zoom)

Cash for College

CSAC is hosting several Cash for College webinars designed to answer common questions
about applying for financial aid. Financial aid experts are available live to answer
guestions for students and families and we encourage you to promote these webinars.
You can also look for in person Cash for College events hosted by our community
partners. This information and additional resources can be found on the Cash for College
website.

Key Application Dates to Keep in Mind


http://www.studentaid.gov/
http://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/december_14_2023_better_fafsa_better_cadaa_bulletin.pdf?1704165502
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2023-12-22/studentaidgov-account-creation-individuals-without-social-security-number-beginning-2024-25-fafsa-processing-cycle-updated-dec-27-2023
https://events.com/r/en_US/registration/2023-2024-annual-statewide-financial-aid-workshops-rancho-cordova-august-891393
https://events.com/r/en_US/registration/2023-2024-annual-statewide-financial-aid-workshops-rancho-cordova-august-891393
https://events.com/r/en_US/registration/2023-2024-annual-statewide-financial-aid-workshops-rancho-cordova-august-891393
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.com%2Fr%2Fen_US%2Fregistration%2F2023-2024-annual-statewide-financial-aid-workshops-rancho-cordova-august-891393&data=05%7C02%7CSarabeth.brooks%40csac.ca.gov%7Caacc5d2bdc4c43aeac7b08dbfcffff2b%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638381949052661047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YXgcAg7%2BQQRMnDa%2F0bUBNgzpg79R9UTj4DpseNGkhSA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.com%2Fr%2Fen_US%2Fregistration%2F2023-2024-annual-statewide-financial-aid-workshops-rancho-cordova-august-891393&data=05%7C02%7CSarabeth.brooks%40csac.ca.gov%7Caacc5d2bdc4c43aeac7b08dbfcffff2b%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638381949052661047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YXgcAg7%2BQQRMnDa%2F0bUBNgzpg79R9UTj4DpseNGkhSA%3D&reserved=0
https://events.com/r/en_US/registration/2023-2024-annual-statewide-financial-aid-workshops-rancho-cordova-august-891393
https://csac-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rqNJJkvzSiqmXdjImal0zg
https://csac-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aJnMXYbvR7WPxyz6GydaAw
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/cash-college-workshop-registration
https://cash4college.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/cash-college

The Cal Grant and Middle Class Scholarship deadline has been extended to April 2, 2024,
due to the delayed application opening for the 2024-25 Academic Year. Keep in mind
mMany campuses use the March 2 priority deadline to award state institutional aid.

Remember, you can find this information and other resources on our Better FAFSA,
Better CADAA webpage.

Follow us on social media!
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csac.ca.gov%2Fbetter-fafsa-better-cadaa&data=05%7C02%7CSarabeth.brooks%40csac.ca.gov%7Caacc5d2bdc4c43aeac7b08dbfcffff2b%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638381949052661047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PY5KKeFM900W5k0GvyZCg3K67iKq5U4tCSDJ0rwxeqg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csac.ca.gov%2Fbetter-fafsa-better-cadaa&data=05%7C02%7CSarabeth.brooks%40csac.ca.gov%7Caacc5d2bdc4c43aeac7b08dbfcffff2b%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638381949052661047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PY5KKeFM900W5k0GvyZCg3K67iKq5U4tCSDJ0rwxeqg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcastudentaid%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794346992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jUbSO3jzLL24eQh1eEVatHM0wlCrJ7unkce7Ty0By%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fcastudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794346992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4pBeR1yrvW04lZOCtEpXCD6g0oqkdiswvSvmRZ%2BcBo0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tiktok.com%2F%40castudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794346992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2eizBKtcxX0CRNYHXkVUwPX3u9cbWiytNjyLqWJUsls%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F59959380%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794503198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=foHXkIO4kjuYmPZyad7bqcZzZbS47Sk5JcX9aQT3Ck8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fcastudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794503198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r5aH8KvIuSW0kaHnsTq8jygg4rLMFZ2ra79tM6nnsiY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fcastudentaid&data=05%7C01%7CKristen.Trimarche%40csac.ca.gov%7Ce538af1291e84dd8d2d108dbc13b54f5%7C0813557df08148d4a5b7aa30aacd839a%7C0%7C0%7C638316232794503198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wHrXjsQRteBFktUaxzFymODZgyHTFH4Trdhow4PIxpI%3D&reserved=0

